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Bot nelayan
laut dalam
yang berjaya
ditahan oleh
»| Cawangan
Taman Laut
dan

i Perlindungan
Sumber di
perairan
dekat Pulau
Perhentian.

Bot Vietnam ditahan

KUALA BESUT - Cawangan
Taman Laut dan Perlindung-
an Sumber, Jabatan Perikan-
an Malaysia Besut menahan
sebuah bot nelayan laut da-
lam dipercayai menangkap
ikan di kawasan tidak dibe-
narkan di perairan Pulau Per-
hentian, di sini.

Ketua Operasi, Ahmad
Imran Mohamad berkata,
dalam kejadian jam 6.45 pagi
itu, pihaknya turut menahan
lima kru bot warga Vietham
termasuk tekong yang beru-
sia antara 20 hingga 45 tahun.

Menurutnya, bottempat-
anyangberpangkalan di Tok
Bali, Pasir Putih Kelantan di-
tahan atas kesalahan me-
nangkap ikan kurang dari 12
nautika dari Pulau Perhenti-
an.

“Sebuah bot laju yang
sedang melakukan operasi
rutin telah terserempak de-
ngan bot tersebut yang se-
dang menjalankan aktiviti
menangkap ikan mengguna-
kan pukat tunda dalam kawa-
san enam batu nautika dari
Tanjung Basi berhampiran

pulay,” katanya.

Ahmad Imran berkata,
pihaknya telah menahan bot
tersebut yang membawa ha-
sil tangkapan lebih kurang 2
metrik tan.

“Kesemua kru tersebut
dibawa ke Kuala Besut untuk
siasatan lanjut mengikut
Seksyen 8 (b) Akta Perikanan
1985 sebelum dibebaskan
dengan jaminan manakala
bot yang ditahan ditempat-
kan di Tok Bali dan semua
hasil tangkapan disita,” kata-
nya.
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Better protection for six

Federal govt agrees to conserve four shark and two_ray species

By FATIMAH ZAINAL
fatimal Com.my

PETALING JAYA: A ray of hope for

the better protection of sharks and
rays in the country's waters is on

the table after the federal gwem— &

memagx!e'dmaproposal from

roposal from Sabah will see
the fedenl ernment include
four species of sharks and two ray
species in the list to be protected
under the fedr::;al spHsherls (?omnuul
of Em‘hx\ge ecies of
Regulations 1999, Fisheries Act

1985.
Fisheries direc-

Department
tor—genexal Datuk Munir Mohd
awi confirmed that the proposal

All these specie:

the waters of dive havens like

and Pulau Mabul in Sabah,
ere there have been recent
reports of sharks being hunted.
tourists have taken pic-
tures of sharks being hunted and
slaughtered, which also made their
way into social media.
nx?; i had pmp?::
Department
to list the species for protection..
“We received the. proposal from
Sabah on May 28 last year. It was
hrought to the Agriculture and
Industry Mlnistry‘s

GroupS' All

PETALING JAYA:
m are for all species of
to be protected, saymg that

these animals are worth more alive

than dead to Sabal’s estimated over

RM200mil diving ind 3
Sabah  Shark  Protection

Association chairman Aderick

Chong said all species of sharks

should be listed for protection

under federal or at least state laws.
This, he said, would make it easi-

Conservation

common sharks from the list of
protection.

“We welcome the news that the
federal protection for the four shark
and two ray species is in progress.

“We can only say we look for-
watdlod\epmmdinnofthesespe-
mandthankdwgmmnmn(for

“To further add to their protec-
tion, we urge the state to protect all
sharks to make it easier to enforce
later.

“We will also welcome a ban
against shark fin trade or soup,”

said Chong.
He said it was his to make
Sabah a dive haven sharks -

and not only along the state’s east
coast where Sipadan and Pulau
Mabul are located.

“This will undoubtedly attract
more divers to the state. But to do
that, the first step is that we need to
treat sharks as wildlife and not

research, Malaysia as the
world’s ninth largest ucer of
shark products and largest

legal division for further action.
“Currendly, it is at the AGC. The
repart

yesterday. 5
cles to be protected since 2017
before formally submitting a pro-
posal last 3 K
fmo the “Pristidae” family
ray m the e” or
sayswﬂshare m'!stci‘h as “threat-
ened species” under the Act.
It is prohibited to exploit these

Department data, Sabah waters
have 48 out of the 70 shark species
in Malaysia and 65 out of 85 ra
species, which shows the
cance of the state as a habitat for
these animals.
sharksandsnnmys usually
t unintentionally in the form
of tch by trawlers, which
account for up to 70% of catches,
‘according to the Sabah Hsheﬂes

and amakocmgm.
uslngcﬂnermedmdssuchasgillm
fish traps, longline and handline

Tt was also that in 2017,

697 tonnes of shark (0.43%) and
_Under threat: Foreign tourists have taken pictures of sharks being

1,507 tonnes. of stingray (0.93%)
catches were recorded by the
department.

lumdand_sfmmdinSabah.whichhavemviral

sharks vital for the diving industry

lmponerinvulume

Located along the east coast-of
Sabah, Semporna is a hotbed for
both tourism and the fishing of
shnrks.

wmismnseard:headl’mfAmmn

ing other seafood, said Prof Amran. 4
These were among the findings
cardedombyhisteameamerlm

Hamzah s
vﬂstungofshuksandrayshylmal
fishermen in had ceased
as a result of
directive and outreach.

Sharks and rays, which were still
part of the diet of traditional com-
munities around there, were land-
ed as bycatch by fishermen target-

d were known to the
authorities,” said Prof Amran when
yresendng the study at the Sabah
Sharks and Rays Forum in Kota
Kinabalu in June last year.
he sald,“;t:dmm?l approach i
a nov in
isolating and containing known
dealers.

The research also noted . that
Bajau Laut (sea gypsies) traditional-
dried shark meat and turned
into sahed fish for their own

sharks were worth more alive than

activities
(RMZleSmﬂ)ayearﬁorSabah.
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FISHERMEN

FORCED

STAY ASHORE

Most of them dare
not venture out to
“avoid wrath of
tropical storm

FITRI NIZAM L
AND ADRIAN DAVID
KUALA TERENGGANU

cnews@nstp.com.my

ISHERMEN in the state

are lying low following

the arrival of tropical

storm Pabuk, which had
lashed the state’s coastline with
rain and powerful winds.

The fishermen, however, said
usually, they would not go out to
sea during the monsoon season,
and the presence of the storm

had firmed up their decision.
One fisherman, Tuan Muda Tu-
an Hassan, 67, from
Chendering, said it is
the norm for fisher-
men in the east coast
to rest during the
monsoon given the
uncertain weather
and massive waves.
“Normally, we only
get to go out to sea
around two to three
times a week. We get
to spend only around
five to six hours be-
fore we have to return to shore.
“The last time most of us went
out to sea was Friday. Pabuk isn’t
a big factor. It just means that
we’ll have to wait longer ashore,”
said Tuan Muda, who had been a
fisherman for 50 years.
Another fisherman, Alwi Jusoh,

56, said the authori-
ties had informed
them of the storm.

He said he himself had not been
out to sea for almost a week due
to the poor weather.

“Based on our estimates, it
looks like many of us, especiall

\ Fisherman Alwi Jusoh looking at the horizon at the Chendermg fishing jetty in Kuala
' g Terengganu yesterday. The authorities have advi top

d the

activities at sea

Chendering jetty here yésterday.

Terengganu disaster manage-
ment committee secretariat
Lieutenant-Colonel Che Adam
Abd Rahman of the state Civil
Defence Department said they
had not reoewed any reports of

d ir

those with small boats, will have
to wait longer until the seas be-
come calmer,” he said at the

He said checks in several lo-
cations in Marang and outlying
districts found strong winds

and along the beaches because of tropical storm ‘Pabuk’. (Inset) Lieutenant-Colonel Che
Adam Abdul Rahman.

along the coastline, with waves as
high as 2m.

_He said the weather was dan-
gerous for small boats. He advised
a postponement of all activities at
sea and along the beaches.

He said the department will al-
so monitor the weather along the
coastline so it could provide early
warning to those living there in
the event of inclement weather.

‘Pabuk’ brings in heavy rain, high winds

KUALA TERENGGANU: Tropical
storm Pabuk, which is lashing the
state’s coastline with thunderous
rain and nearly 50kph winds from
noon, is not letting up.

Already, several
fishing villages and
low-lying areas were
feeling the effects of
the adverse weather,
which is building up
from the South China
Sea.

Some villagers had
reported slight dam-
ages to their houses.

Fortunately, early
warning and public

winds of up to 46kph.

Terengganu Civil Defence
Force director Lieutenant-
Colonel Che Adam Abdul Rah-
man said they were keeping a
close watch on the sit-
uation.

MMEA Terengganu
director Captain
Muhammad Suffi Mo-
hd Ramli advised fish-
ermen and boat oper-
ators to stay clear of
the South China Sea
until the storm passes
tomorrow.

“In case of emergen-
cy, we have assets of

annc s had Captail f 100 personnel and 13
alerted the people, Muhammad Suffi ~ vessels, including five
especially fishermen Mohd Ramli ships to carry out

and boat operators,
to be wary of the storm.
Terengganu Meteorology De-
partment director Rosli Zakaria
said the public had been cau-
tioned on potential damage to
buildings and the hazard of trees
being uprooted following strong

search-and-rescue
operations.

“Any vessel out at sea that
needs our assistance can call
‘MERS 999’, or inform the near-
est MMEA bases in Kuala Tereng-
ganu and Kemaman, or other au-
thorities,” said Suffi.

Kuala Merang Fishermen’s Wel-
fare and Tourists Entrepreneur
Association secretary Mohd
Khairul Azizie Mohamad said
they had heeded warnings from
the authorities.

“This has averted any unto-
ward incidents like the loss of
lives or vessels. However, several
parts of our villages have been
damaged by thunderstorms.

“We are constantly in touch
with the authorities to obtain in-
formation on safety measures
and the like,” said Khairul, whose
association represented some
2,000 families from 20 fishing vil-
lages in the area.

Fisherman Ruslili Usof, 38, said
strong waves and currents swept
off 10 of his bubu (fish traps),
which he set up close to the es-
tuary.

“I incurred losses about
RM2,000. I have to depend on the
bubu to catch some fish as | am
not able to go out to sea during
this monsoon,” he said.

The Meteorological Depart-

GHAZALI KORI

ment issued warnings of strong
northeasterly winds of 50 to
60kph, with waves up to 4.5m on
the waters off Sarawak, Kelantan,
Terengganu and Pahang until
Saturday.

A department statement said
the strong winds and rough seas

1

were d ge to al p
and | activities, includi
fishing and ferry services.

Pabuk is expected to lash the
waters off south of Samui Island

Strong waves triggered by tropical storm ‘Pabuk’ crashing into the
-Chendering fishing jetty in Kuala Terengganu yesterday. PIX BY

(Thailand), north of Tioman,
north of Bunguran, east of Reef
North, Layang-Layang, north of
Reef South and Palawan in the
Philippines.

Pabuk, which is Laotian for "‘blg
freshwater fish®, had inundated
the Philippines, causing 75
deaths and is moving towards In-
do-China and the Andaman Sea.

The storm could bring up to
100cm of rainfall, causing coastal

flashfloods and landslid




