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Salahuddin
turun sawah
serah baja,
racun rumpai

© Kerajaan
komited tambah
peruntukan
sedia ada, tidak
timbul isu
potong subsidi

Oleh Noor Hideysh Taorlzl
bhnews@bh.com.my

® Ksmpung Gajah
uahan hat pesawah warga

emas, Sitah Mat Lidin, me-
al kelewatan bantuan

Pertanian dan

Datuk Salahuddin A\rub,turunuen
diri hertemunya sambil meninjau
keadaan sawsh seldtar Jelapangpa
ii;ms'ebemng Perak di gind, sema-

Salahuddin bukan setakat me-
s smdm bantum baja
an racun rumpai
kepada Sitah, ao-andanpn E
i sinj, malah sanggup
rungl selut demi melthat smﬂln
secara dekat keadaan anak padi

pesawah jtu yang berdepan ma-
salah apsulan kelewatan bantuan

diterima.
wm%mnﬁwmm
susah tetap Saya
datang hari inl untuk menghantar
behlnn da.n tidak timbul isu ku-
subsidi kepada pesawah.

bel:jmji akan pertahankan
mmxnbm mahhdalmbmet
mwbe;armmpe-

pemnlulm.n
sawah juga benteng negara selepas
tentera dan polis.

Jani lobih cepat bertindak
“Lughan het{ makelk Sitah tidak
hati serta menyentuh
Emosi saya, sel
saya sebasai menteri untuk lebih
peka dan bertindak cepat pada
masaakan datang Saya _luga perlu
merancang lebih jauh gupaya pe-
sawah seperti makeik Sitah dapat
segala keperfuan bagi menanam
padi untuk kita semua,” katanya.
Belian berkata demildan selepas
menghadiri Program Serahan Baja
Tambahan NPK dan Racun kepada
petani di Pertubuhan Pelsdang Ka-
wasan (PPK) Seberang Perak di sind,
sernalum. Selesai program itu, Sa-
lahuddin’ mengilut Sitah menin-
Jau sendirl keadaan anak padi yang
diusghakan nenek kepada lapan
eucu itu.

Pada majlis ftu, sebanynk 53,708
beg bantuan baja tambahan NPK
dan racun yang keseluruhannya
bernilal RM1.T juta, d;:aihlmn ke-
pada petani kawasan Seberang Fe-
rek membabitkan seramai 4,270

penerima.

Keluhan malkeik Siteh viral se-
lepas menyertal perhimpunan
aman membangkitkan isu baja
dan racun subsidl, apabila me-

nyunrakan hasrat de-
ngan Salahuddin hagl mendapat-
kan penjelasan berhubung kele-
walan bantuan ity yang amat
i Ketika ini bagi memyu-
burkan padi baru ditanam.

Dalam sama, Sa-
lahuddin berkata, baja tambahan
nitrogen, l’osforus dan kalium
(NFK) serta racun akan diagihkan
hepada 3ub,|;no pesawah di selurih
negara sebelum hujung minggu
b gan mebgens o hah b

angan mengenai ri
menurun yang menjejaskan pen-
dapatan mereka.

Ketika memberi jamfnan agihan
ity, Salahuddin menjelaskan, ke-
lewatan berlaku kerana kemen-

p
AR .

Salohuddin meninjau anuk poadi pada Program Serahan Baja Tambahan NPK dan Racun kepada petam di
Pertubuhan Peladang Kawasan (PPR) Seberang Perak.

untuk menyambung

ms:!m Insentif Pengeluaran

kepada Pertubuhan Peladang
Itebangsaxn (NAFAS).

Belisau berkata, kelewatan pe.
ngagihan itu berlaku ldra-kira se-
minggu dan hanya membabitkan
gul racun tanpa membabitkan

*Alhamduliliah, gerlmm It si
dah dapat kita selesaiken, sema-
lam (kelmacin) dan diharap tddak
timbul s sawah padi mendapat
kurang (hasll) daripada apa yang
mereka peroleh sebelum fnl.

“Juateru. uya berharap kita de-
E mastikan bekalan mencu-

pi dan lebih buwtﬁa pada mu-

datang, sekali gus tidak

lagl t.imhul 150 korionnya jaan
baharu sudah memotong subsidi
kepaida pesawah,” katanya.

Salahuddin - berkata, kemente-
tiannya sentinsa serius dan lmml
ted menambah j
kan sedin ada pada masa depan
dalam usaha membantu pesawah
di seluruh negara,

Sementara iu, Sitah bertérima

dan petani lain sambfl menyam-
palkan bantuan baja arnat
mereka. b

Searang lagi pesawah, m-

z.ah\'ahva.do.mgahnl a de-
kﬂm%eﬂne—

mengoluarkan peruntukan sendird
Tdra-kira RMB0o0 mernbell racun ba-
Bi keguman empat hektar sawah

milllnya.

“Padi perlu diberl racun rampai
padausia 16 hingga 20 hiari, namun.
sekarang sudah 30 hari. Sehubu-
ngan itw, saya terpaksa membeli

gﬁ:.lu racan JﬂzapJg:mt, ia
i kesan per-
tumbuhan padi yang karang sihat,

selain menyebabkan rumput
nalk.

“Baja NPK pula diperlukan da-
lamtempohsohlnggassm Saya
berterima kasih kepada kemente-
gnm atas bantuan ind, nar?nundnw
pada masa depan,
dflmg lehih awal;” katanya. a
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HOT SPELL

STEPS TAKEN T0 STOP
"PADI FIELDS FROM DRYING UP

Ministry monitoring water sources,
conserving supply in planting areas

TASNIM LOKMAN
KUALA LUMPUN
news@nstp.com,.my

ONTINGENCY plans

have been put in place

by the Agriculture and

Agro-based Induscry

Ministry to prevent rice produc-

tion from being affected by the
extrerne weather,

The country is facing a period

of extreme heat, which is expect-

ed to last until early next menth.

Among the steps teken by the
ministry is to control water man-
agement at crop areas, water
sources and conserving water at
reservoirs, as well as maximising
water storage.

The minlstry sald ngencles
would make sure that equipment
and machlnery related to water
storage were despatched to af-
fected areaa.

1t said

if the dry spell became

worse, it would work with the
Malayslan Meteoralogical Depart-
ment to caryy out cloud seeding,

“Up untll Monday, padi areas
that have been affected are thoge
under the Kemubu Agrleultursl
Development Authority
(7,55Tha), Seberang Perak Inte-
grated Agricultural Development
Area {4,000ha) and Kots' Belud
Integrated Agricultural Develop-
ment Area (2,000ha).

“Locations outslde these areas
that have baen Identifled include
Keolantan (583ha), Langkawi
(261ha} and Terengganu (50hs),”
the ministry told the New Straits
‘Times.
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_ Padi fields in
| Kelantan,

Terengganu
| have been
affected by
the dry spell.
FILEPIC

Lapghawi-and ' 1

It said it was manitoring areas !

for other crops that could be ar~
fected.

“At present, frufts and Vegetw
bles are not affected because wa-
ter used to cultivate them comes |

from wells and pocls.”

The Metecrolagical Depart- :
ment had said the country was :
experiencing the end of the |
northeastern monsoon season
and would experience a transi- .
tion perlod from next month to |

May.
It sald the country's rainfall
would reach an average level in

June and July, and this would :

help the agricultural sector.
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Subsidised fertiliser, pesticide will be distributed next week Salahuddin

PASIR SALAK (March 5): The subsidized fertiliser and pesticide for about 322,000 farmers throughout
the country will be distributed latest by next week, said Agriculture and Agro-based Industry Minister
Datuk Salahuddin Ayub.

He said the one-week delay was because the Ministry had to wait for a special approval from the
Ministry of Finance {(MOF) on the contract extension for the Padi Production Incentive Scheme to the
National Farmers' Organisation.

“‘Alhamdulillah, the matter was resolved yesterday and there is no issue of the farmers getting less than
what they had been receiving previously.

‘I hope we can ensure there is sufficient supply and we will be more prepared in the coming season so
that issues over subsidies cut will no longer be raised," he told a press conference after a presentation
ceremony at the Seberang Perak Area Farmers' Organisation Office here today.

Atthe event, additional 53,708 bags of NPK fertiliser and pesticide worth RM1,705,845.48 were handed
over to the Seberang Perak Area Farmers' Organisation for distribution to 4,270 farmers in the area.

Meanwhile, a recipient Mohd Razali Yahya, 40, said he felt relieved after receiving the subsidised
fertiliser and pesticide aid because earlier he had to pay RM800 out of his own pocket to buy pesticides
which were needed for his four-hectare padi fieid.

“The pesticides must be sprayed on the padi fields 16 to 20 days after seeding but it's been 30 days
and | cannot afford to wait any longer as any further delay will affect padi growth,” he said
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Baja, racun subsidi diagih sebelum hujung minggu ini - Salahuddin
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KAMPUNG GAJAH: Kementerian Pertanian dan Industri Asas Tani memberi jaminan agihan bantuan
baja tambahan nitrogen, fosforus dan kalium (NPK) serta racun akan diagihkan kepada 322,000
pesawah seluruh negara sebelum hujung minggu ini.

Menterinya, Datuk Salahuddin Ayub, berkata kelewatan yang berlaku sebelum ini adalah kerana
kementerian perlu menunggu kelulusan khas daripada Kementerian Kewangan untuk menyambung
kontrak Skim Insentif Pengeluaran Padi kepada Pertubuhan Peladang Kebangsaan (NAFAS) .

Beliau berkata, kelewatan pengagihan itu beriaku dalam tempoh kira-kira seminggu dan hanya
membabitkan input racun dan tidak membabitkan baja NPK.

“Alhamdulillah, semalam perkara itu sudah dapat kita selesaikan dan diharapkan tidak timbul isu sawah
padi dapat kurang (hasil) daripada apa mereka dapat sebelum ini.

“Justeru, saya harap kita dapat memastikan bekalan mencukupi dan lebih bersedia pada musim akan
datang sekaligus tidak lagi menimbulkan isu kononnya kerajaan baharu telah memotong subsidi
kepada pesawah,” katanya.

Beliau berkata demikian pada sidang media selepas menghadiri Program Serahan Baja Tambahan
NPK dan Racun kepada petani kawasan Seberang Perak di Pertubuhan Peladang Kawasan (PPK)
Seberang Perak di sini, hari ini.



Pada majlis berkenaan, sebanyak 53,708 beg bantuan baja tambahan NPK dan racun bemilai
keseluruhan RM1.7 juta diagihkan kepada petani di kawasan Seberang Perak membabitkan seramai
4,270 penerima. Salahuddin berkata, kementeriannya komited dalam menambah jumlah peruntukan
yang sedia ada pada masa hadapan dalam usaha membantu pesawah di seluruh negara.

Sementara itu, seorang pesawah, Mohd Razali Yahya, 40, mengakui lega dengan pengagihan bekalan
berkenaan kerana sebelum ini dia terpaksa mengeluarkan wang sendiri sebanyak kira-kira RM800
untuk membeli racun bagi kegunaan empat hektar sawah miliknya.

Katanya, biarpun sebelum ini pernah berlaku kelewatan namun mereka tahu yang input berkenaan
tetap akan datang dan mengakui ada bertanyakan soal kelewatan agihan kepada pihak PPK.

“Padi perlu diberi racun rumpai pada usia 18 hingga 20 hari namun sekarang sudah 30 hari, sebab itu
saya terpaksa beli racun dulu kerana jika lewat, ia akan memberikan kesan kepada pertumbuhan padi
yang kurang sihat selain menyebabkan rumput naik.

“Baja NPK pula diperlukan dalam tempoh 50 hingga 55 hari dan saya berterima kasih kepada
kementerian dengan bantuan ini namun berharap selepas ini ia dapat distruktur semula dan diberi lebih
awal,” katanya.
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‘ Terima kasih makcik Sitah’
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iFrequency Daily
Salahuddin bertemu
pesawah selesaikan
isu subsidi baja padi
MOHAMAD HAFTZI MOHD SAID

KAMPUNG GAJAH

enteri Pertanian dan In-
M dustri Asas Tani, Datuk

Salahuddin Ayub meng-
akui dirinya belajar sesuatu darl-
pada luahan pesawab, Sitah Mat
Lidin yang meluahkan kekece-
waan mengenai pemberian sub-
sicli baja padi.

Menurut Salahudd!n, kegipi-
han serta iltizam pesawah warga
emas seperti Sitah memberikan
semangat kepada beliau untuk
terus menjadi seorang menteri
yang lebih peka dan bectindak
dengan pantas pada masa akan
datang,

“Apa yang menjadi luahan
hati makeik Sitah sedikit pun ti-
dak mengecilkan hati serta me-
nyentuh emosi saya, malah saya
akan menjadi menteri yang lebih
peka dan bertindak cepat pada
masa akan datang.

“Saya juga perlu merancang
lebih jauh supaya pesawah ma-
cam makcik Sitah dapat segala
keperluan yang diperlukan oleh
mereka bagi menanam padi un-

Salahuddin (kirl) bertemu Sitah (tenguh) pada program tarsehut sermalam,

tuk kita semua,” katanya selepas
bertemu dengan warga emas
berkenaan pada Program Serah-
an Baja Tambahan NPK dan Ra-
cun, di Pertubuhan Peladang

lapan cucu itu berasa susah hati.

“Saya minta maaf kalau
malkeik susah hati, janji tetap janji
dan saya datang harl ini hantar
bekalan dan tidak kira isu

Kawasan (PPK) Seberang Perak,

di sini, semalam,
TerdahuluSalahuddin ketika

dalam ucapannya memohon

kurangkan subsidi  kepada
P h saya akan pertahank

dalam Kabinet di mana bajet
tahun hadapan saya akan minta

maal sekiranya kel MOA
memberikan subsidl baja padi
melibatkan baja NPK dan racun
menyebabkan nenek kepada

besar.
“Kepada makeik Sitah yang
mewakili petani saya ucaphkan
terima kasih atas peringatan dan

saya dikhabackan mereka ada
demonstrasi, saya dahulu pun
buat demanstrasi.

“Saya nak ucapkan terima
kasih atas usaha makcik ini dan
Insya-ALLAH ia memberikan
inspirasi kepada saya dan kernen-
terian untuk memastikan pesa-
wah yang merupakan benteng
pertahanan kedua negara men-
dapatkan perkhidmatan lebih
baik,” katarrya.

Sernentara itu, Sitzah yang

Salahuddin akan minta
belanjawan besar untuk bantu

golongan petanl

berumor  sckitar  80an
mengucapkan terima kasih atas
kesudian Salahuddin turun ke
Jelapang Padi Seberang Perak
bertemu  dengannya dan
menyampaiian dua lagi subsidi
baja yang tidak mencukupi buat
semua pesawah di kawasan
berkenaan,

“Puas hati, seronok selesai
masalah racun dan baja, walau-
pun sudah 25 hati vacun tiada
sebab nak beli tahu sajalah, jadi
:ila menteri datang senangiah

ati

“Cuma makeik tak tahulah
dapat banyak mana hasil padi
nanti sebab dah lewat sepatutu-
riya 10 hari dan siap meracun tapi
sekarang dah 25 hari, tapi apa pun
terirma kasih kepada menteri ke-
rana datang selesaikan rasalah,”
katanya.

Sebelum ini, Sinar Harian
melaporkan lebih 100 pesawah
Jelapang Padi Seberang Perak
termasuk Sitah mengadalan de-
maonstrasi mendesak MOA me-
nyegerakan pemberian subsidi
baja padi melibatkan baja NPK
dan input racun yang belum di-
terlma.
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Move to
irrigate
dried-up

padi fields

in Kota Belud

KOTA KINABALU: Efforis. are
hel.ngrul made to irrigate. paci fields
ve dried up or up in
Kota Belud, the state’s main pro-
ducing district, raI.Iann,g the cur-
mﬁ::mﬁ:‘]hdm 1 dAgrlcu}
ta Belud Integrate ture
Develepment Area director Salmah
ney and o:hem

sation Authority, had hrought I.n
mobile water pumps.

She said that the three maln areas
that were badly affected by the dry
spell were Botung 1 and 2, Sldm
Tempasuk Selatan and Kesapang,
which covers a total ares of
1,148,37ha,

“It I supposed 1o be the season
for padl ers to start planting
but work has to he postponid due
to the situadon.

*“We are focusing an providing
wateerd Mul:ulfns for :I!ne“ ﬂ'tslt h:g
started plan prior to the
spell o pg:emm the r.ruﬁ:;om dry-

out,” she sald yeste
ln%wmh sald that for dried-out
padi flelds, rehabilitation would he
e coplaton that padi plantin
e explaine t pa g
up to the harvestng tonE about
three to four months we

“After elds will
be left to rest hefnm farmers pre-
g‘ua for the next planting season,”

e add

Each hectare in Kota Belud can
yield an average of 3,5 tannes to six
tonnes of padl,

Some areas can even produce up
to 10 tonnes of padi per
under rh weather and lrriga-
tion conditions.

Bernama that flve areas
in Sobah recorded moderate Alr
Pollutant Index (API) rea

According to the Depan:ment of
Envircnment {DOE) website, apart
from Kimanls, other areas with
moderate APl readings are Knta
Kinabalu (70), Kmln.gau (53) and
Sandakan {52) while Labuan has &
reading uf53

In Tawau, the.alr
good with an API reading of

Unbearable heat

Laguna 5rl Tujoh Flsh Breeders Associatlon chairman Mohd Saifullah Che Mat showing some of the slakap fish
that died due to lack of oxygen In the hot weather and falling water levels at the mouth of Pengkalan Nangka
river In Kelantan. — Bernama

Veggie farmers enjoying bumper crop

GEORGE TOWN: While many are
trying 1o escape the sco heat,
farmers are enjoying a good crop,
ond mishashrou,ght dowrn the pric-
e of vegetables by 40%.

Vegetable seller Ton Sin Soon said
prices for at least seven out of 10
vegetables had gone down, thanks
o mem weal.h!r and good grow-

Hu said 1he vegetahln that could
tolerate drier conditions and higher
temperatures were Chinese cab-
}).ue (b{il;jnhw}.l Chinese musm;?
eaves tomatoes -
cum, b mﬁés and h;-uc::pulj.

amo

n lt raing heavily, the water
cannot be conwolled and it spoils
the vegetables,
“But with this kind of weather; it
results in gquality crop.

“With & bumper crop, the prices
have gone down,” he sald at
Chowrasta Market ye: A

Penang Island  Vegetable
Whelesalers Association chairman
Tanaansaidllwprlcesufcm
taln vegetables had decreased d
to the increase in yield as a mullod’
good weather, _

With this kind of .
weather, it results in

and Australla had increased.

It was the opposite in Johor Baru
where prices of vegetables have
elgyrocketed due to the heat wave,

Larkin  Market  Traders
Association chalrman  Abdullah
Ideris said prices of vegetables such
ans, ladies
fingers and mustard greens had
gone up due to the hot and dry

quality crop.
b b

Tan Sin Soon

He sald farmers were not wor-
ried about the dry season as they
had been using underground water
to cultivate their plants.

“However, if the hot weather per-
sists, underground water might run
out, too,” he said.

Ban Ben sald there was a drop in
glr\iif:u for tomatoes and spring

He said the wholessle price of
RMS per kg for tomatoes had been
mduced 10 RM3.50 per kg.

‘or spring onions, he safd it wags
ed at RM4 per kg compared to
regular prlce of RM7 per kg.

He. however, said the prices of
imported vegetables from China

He said Io
at RM9 per
a week

heans were now sold
o, up from RM6 about

0.

ed :lflmu is at RM12 per kilo
from RM10 per kilo; sawi Is between
RM3 and RM4, an increase of 50
sen; while lndies fingers ts RM10
ﬂ; ldlo now compared to just RM6

*“We received complaints from
traders and customers on the price
hitke s‘::f cﬁmin vegemt:bizs 5

“Suppliers are also bringing
fewer vegetables as the weather s
affecting Emdu:tlnn." he said.

Johor Health, Environment and
Agriculture Committee chairman
Dr Sahruddin Jamal said the heat
wave was affecting agriculture pro-
duction at many farms.
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Investment in R&D pays off

KUALA LUMPUR: Lynas
(Malaysia} Sdn Bhd's investment
in research and development
(R&D) has succeeded in finding
comimercial applications for its
residue with the discovery of
*Condisoil”, a flexible and multi-
purpose fertiliser.

Condisoil is produced via a
combination of water leach pu-
rification (WP, a waste product
from rare earth processing) and
magnesium rich synthetic gyp-
sum (MRSG).

With the help of experts from
universities, ministries and agen-
cles, including the Malaysian
Agricultural Research and Devel-
epment Institute (Mardi} and
Sirim, Condisoil has been tested
and found to be safe to use in the
soil, water, plant tissue and rlce
grain,

The New Straits Times sighted
documents from tests, where
Condisoil was used to grow kenaf
and carn in “BR1S” areas, short
for “beach ridges interspersed
with swales”.

Condisoil’s success would have
a significant impact on Lynas’s
licensing conditions, beecause il
the WLP residue has commercial
use, there is no longer reason to
export the waste out of the coun-
try, observers said.

Under Lynas's licensing agree-

] _ |
. PRI
VA TR
[ e

- (

Lab technicians using chemienls to check the authenticity 6f earth
compounds at the Lynas plant in Gebeng, Kuantan.

ment, the company must find &
commercial use for the waste,
which must be stored in a per-
manent disposal facility.

If it fails to execute these two
conditions, the low-level radioac-
tive WLP residue must be taken
out of the country.

On Saturday, Kuantan member
of parliament Fuzlah Salleh said
Lynas should suspend the pro-
duction of WLP residue at its rare
earth refinery if it Failed to dis-
pose the stockpile by Sept 2.

According to a Bernama re-
port, she sald new waste would
complicate the efforts to remove
existing WLP waste from the
plaat in Gebeng,

“J think that they cannot con-
tinue to produce waste.

“They don’t have to close down.
Just don’t produce new residue
until the existing one is re-
moaved,” she said after launching
the “My Best Buy” programme
at Serambi Teruntum jn Kuan-
tan.
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‘Address needs in fishing sector

LIKE other entrepreneurs in this
country, those involved in the fish-
ing industry are also facing chal-
lenging times, During a dialogue
with fishermen associations in -
Perak organised by the Association
for Community and Dialogue
(ACID) that was also attended by
the Human Resources Minister and
officials from the Immigration

* Department, the fishermen pointed
* out that of foreign workers
was one of the main problems they
encountered. They said that regis-
tering their foreign workers with
the Home Ministry instead of the
Fisheries Department, which was
the previous practice, was taking a
longer time as it involved health
screenings and more documenta-
tion, They said it only took one day
to register their foreign workers
with the Fisheries Department,

The lag in the time taken to reg-
ister foreign workers leads to loss
of manpower which affects their
income because it is based on their

harvest of fish. Most locals do not
want to work on fishing boats so
thelr harvest would be reduced if
they do not hire foreign workers,

- they said.

There is also a tendency for for-
eign workers to run away, so the
high cost of hiring replacements
has further weakened the industry,

It i3 vital for the government to
resolve these issues. While it is
understandable that i tion
rules for foreign workers, especial-
ly pertaining to health and security,
should be standardised, the authop.
itles should also take into consider.
ation the peculiarity of a particular
industry. ,

Any delays in addressing the
bureaucratic bottlenecks would
affect the prices and affordability
of fishery products for Malaysians.
The presence of the middle man in
the industry is already inflating the
cost of fishery products in the mar-
ket.

1t would be appropriate for the

relevant ministries and authorities
(Agriculture and Agro-based
Industry, Human Resources and
Home Affairs) to establish a joint
comnittee to address the problems

Ain the recruitment of foreign work-

ers for the fishing sector.

Imbalance in development
objectives where focus is on rapid
urbanization, which has made pro-
fessions such as fishing unattrac-
tive to the younger generation, was
also discussed during the dialogue.

It is hoped that the Pakatan
Harapan Government would look
into addressing the imbalance in the
economic development between
urban and rural areas to motivate
young Malaysians to Pparticipate in
the fishing industry and other rural-
based economic activities,

RONALD AMIN

Executive Secret
Association for Community and
Dialogue
Ipoh
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Baja, racun bersubsidi diagih minggu depan

PASIR SALAK: Agihan baja
sarta racun bersubsidi kepada
kira-kira 322,000 pesawah di
seluruh negara akan dibuat
selewat-lewatnya minggu
depan, kata Menteri Pertanian
dan Industri Asas Tani, Datuk
Salahuddin Ayub.

Beliau berkata kelewatan
kira-kira seminggu dalam agi-
han itu disebabkan kemente-
rian menunggu kelulusan khas
daripada Kementerian Kewan-
gan (MOF) berhubung sam-
bungan kontrak Skim Insentif
Pengeluaran Padi kepada Per-
tubuhan Peladang Kebang-
saan.

"Alhamdulillah, semalam
perkara itu telah dapat disele-
saikan dan maka itu tidak tim-
bul isu sawah padi dapat
kurang da-ripada apa yang
mereka dapat sebelum ini ker-
ana kita telah janjikan sebelum

ini.

“Jadi saya harap kita dapat
pastikan bekalan mencukupi
serta lebih bersedia pada mu-
sim akan datang dan tidak lagi
menimbulkan isu kenonnya
kerajaan baharu telah memo-
tong subsidi kepada pesawah
kita," katanya pada sidang me-
dia selepas merasmikan Pro-
gram Serahan Baja Tambahan
dan Racun di pejabat Pertubu-
han Peladang Kawasan (PPK)
Seberang Perak, di sini se-
malam.

Beliau berkata kementerian
membuat permchonan khas
kepada MOF bagi pembekalan
baja tambahan NPK yang
penting semasa peringkat po-
kok padi terbit tangkai,

Pada majlis tersebut, seban-
yak 53,708 beg bantuan baja
tambahan NPK dan racun
bernilai keseluruhan

RM1,705,845.48 untuk keper-
luan 4,270 petani di kawasan
Seberang Perak akan diagih-
kan oleh PPK kawasan.

Sementara itu, secrang pe-
nerima Mohd Razali Yahya,
40, berkata dia lega dengan
bantuan baja dan racun ber-
subsidi tersebut kerana sebe-
lum ini dia terpaksa mengelu-
arkan belanja sendiri kira-kira
RMB800 untuk membeli racun
bagi kegunaan di sawahnya
yang seluas ernpat hektar.

“Padi perlu diberi racun
rumpai pada usia 16 hingga 20
hari namun sekarang sudah
30 hari sebab itu saya terpak-
sa beli racun dahulu kerana
jika lewat akan memberikan
kesan kepada pertumbuhan
padi," katanya yang berharap
pengagihan itu dapat distruk-
turkan dengan lebih baik sele-
pas ini, —Bernama
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