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M’sian pigs still safe from African Swine Flu

IPOH: Deputy Agriculture and
Agro-based Industries Minister
Sim Tze Tzin yesterday assured
Malaysiansthat locally-bred pigs
are free of the African Swine Flu
{ASF) virus that has swept China
and several neighbouring South-
east Asian countrles.

However, he advised local
pig farmers to remain alert
and adopt strict biosecurity
measures and  agricultural
practices to avoid their herds
becoming victims of the virus
fatal to all swine, The Star
Online reported.

"Farmers are the last defence.

If they dont take preventive
measures, there could be an
outbreak,” he was quoted as
saying.

No human has died from ASF,
discovered 100 years ago in Kenya
and which has since devastated
pig livestock worldwide.

China, said tc breed more
than half the world's supply of
pigs. has been forced to cull 1.2
millien swine to date to curb the
infection, according to media
reports, raising future porcine
stock prices worldwide,

Vietnam too has fallen prey
to ASF and Thailand is on red

alert, British paper The Guardian
reported. adding that experts
fear outbreaks in Myanmar, the
Philippines and Laos.

Sim sajd Thailand served as a
buffer zone for Malaysia and he
did not see the disease reaching
Malaysia, as the country did not
import a lot of pork products
apart from canned meat.

He also added Malaysia had
banned the import of piglets
from Vietnam following the
outbreak there and stressed that
the smugglers who bring in pork
products from affected countries
will face stern action.
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Import ban on pork products expanded

PETALING JAYA: Checks at pig farms in the country show no sign of African swine fever (ASF) thus far but the
Department of Veterinary Services (DVS) has imposed an import ban on pigs and pig products from China,
Poland, Belgium, Thailand, Vietnam and Camb...

To read the rest of the article, click View Full Article
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Malaysla still free of AFS disease

PUTRAJAYA: Malaysia is still free of African Swine Fever (ASF) disease.
Veterinary Services director-general Datuk Dr Quaza Nizamuddin Hassan Nizam said it was due to the
precautionary measures implemented by the Veterinary Services Department to prevent...

To read the rest of the article, click View Full Article
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Researcher: Pitcher plant facing extinction, more studies needed .
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UNDER THREAT

OVERHARVEST |

- MAY SEE END
OF PITCHER

PLANT SPECIES

Gazette 13 species
and list them under
conserved plants,
says botany expert

NOR AN MOHAMED RADHI
KUALA LUMPUR
Newsainst.com.my

HE overharvesting of
plicher planis in a par-
ticular habitat will be
disastrous to the species,

Universitl Kebangsaan Malaysia
(UKM) research fellow in ecology
and biodiversity Professor Emer-
itus Datuk Dr Abdul Latill Mo-
hamad sald.

He sald although no study had
been conducted on pitcher plants
population in the country, over-
harvesting might have already
devastated the specles.

"Il the species Is harvested for
Its pitchers only, the specles may
recover. {But} what if the coltec-
lors ripped off the entire plant te
obtain the aerial and ground
pitchers... 2°

Latilf had previously expressed
concern on the recent wide-
spread harvest of troplcal pltcher
plamts to make lemang perink
kera (pitcher plant glutinous
rice) for Hari Raya Aidilfice.

He called on the Forestry De-
partment to gazette all 13 plicher
[)Iant species that were available

n Peninsular Malaysla and plice
them under the list of preserved

'OVER HARVEST MAY SEE END OF PITCHER PLANT SPECIES

Color
Circulation
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Plrcher plants are widely nsed to make lemang periuk kera’ for Har Raya Aldilfitel, sie o

aid consetved plants.

It was reported that a group of
men in Segamat, Johor, who are
members of Kumpulan Pencatl
Periuk Xera, spent thelr tnve dur-
ing the fasting month inside
forests searchlng for plicher
plants due toa highdemand from
cuslomers.

It, however, has raised concern
among mature lavers who arc
afrald that overharvesting might
lead ta the extinctlon of the plant
specles.

In Malaysia, there are more
than 40 species of pitcher plants,
with most of them faund in East
Malaysia.

Piteher plants that are used to
make leneng usually come lvom
the Nepenihes amputlaria
species.

1 18 sald that the pitcher cup
gives the lemang a soft creamy
texeure and a different taste comy-

Full Color
36,278
108,834
495 cm?
RM 16,998
RM 50,994

pared with those prepared in
bamboo casings,

Malaysian Agricaltural Re-
search and Development Insti-
tue (Mardi} Agrobiadiversity Re-
sources, Conservation and Suse
tainable Utilisation Programme
director and head of research
programme D Rosllza Jajuli said
pitcher plants were used widely
for lemaig now, but might end up
being used for cupeakes and oth-
er deltcacles, too.

She said 1t was best to stick to
the tradivlonnl way of moking le-
mang with bamboo.

It was repoerted that state
Forestry directors were Instruct-
ed 1o monlar and (ake actlon
agalnst Lhose who respassed on
forest reserves to caliect lorestry
praducts, including pitcher
plaaus.

Forestry Department of Penin-
sular Malaysia directar-general

el R TR PSR I PP

Datuk Borhanudin Arshad sakd
Indlviduals must apply for a per-
mlt from the department before
ciering any state forest reserve,

Entering lorest reserves with-
out a penmit falls under Seclion
47 of the National Forestry Act
1984, which carrles a maximum
three years” Jail or o fine of up w
RMLO,000.

Commenting on calls to gazette
plicher plons spectes, hesald the
department had raken note of the
suggestion and would bring the
mal ter 1o Lhe senlor maAnagement
Jevel,

Recently, nciress Maya Karin,
who i& rhe River of Life ambas-
sador, had urged Lraders 1o slop
selllng femang perink kera 1w
malmain the sustainabilley and
the ecosystem of the forests.

Maya sald pircher plants were
hard to come by and could only
be found in forests,
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Pitcher plants play vital role in forest growth

SERDANG: The pitcher plant or
perink kera has ol late been
thrust [nte (he hnelighe all be-
couse ol the popul avity of fenning
perink kera.

Nature lovers ond conserva-
lionists have expressed coneern
aver the use of these unique car-
nivorous plants to prepare the
glutineus rlce dish — one of the
delicacies served during Flarl
Raya AldLlIfitri — and they clalm
that Lthe practice was causing the
plant to become extinct.

Worldwide, thete 13 an estimat-
ed 170 specics of the pitcher
plant, which belongs to the Ne-
penthies gesns und 15 known For (13
characteristic “pitfall 1rap" con-
sistlng of o decp-cupped envity or
plicher flled with a Nguid that
win digest small Insects that fall
intolt.

The habitats for 35 ol the
specles can be found in Sabab
nnd Sarawok, npd 1) In Penlosu-
lar Malaysia.

The largest plichet plant
species, Kinown as Nepenthes Ra-
Jefe, can enly be found in Mount

Klnabaly, Subah. It can grow 1o a
height of 41cm and 20em wide,
white each piicher con hold up to
3.5 litees of Jiguld,

Other popular species found In
Malaysia Include Ampuilaria,
Lowil, Albomarginara, Gedeills,
Macfartanel ond Rafftesiana.

Not many people may know
this, but pitcher plants play an
fmportant role [n forest forma-
Honsand growth.

Malaysian Agricultural Re-
search and Development Insti-
tute’s (Mardl) Dr Rosliza Jajuli
sald pltcher rtunts had an edge
over other plants as they could
grow on soll depleted of nutd-
ents,

Rosllza is director of the Agro-
blodiversity Resources, Conser-
viklon and Sustainable thillsa-
tion Programme under Mardi's
Biodiversity and Environmental
Research Centra,

She said 1he pircher plapt dld
not require putrients from the
soll 1o survive as It could get the
necessary nourlshment by dl-
gesting dried leaves or Insccts

that get trapped In fts cavity,
“This is why pitcher planis can

be easlly found on the fringes of

f?lrusla where the sol] Is not fer-
tile,”

Nutrlent-poor habitats where
pitcher plants grow will gel ra
host other types of Mlora once the
soil conditions improve over
daendes,

Intgrestingly, in cectain oir-
cumstances, the pitcher plant
supporis other animal specics
Itving in the same habitar. For
example, {he Geosesarma, a
speciea of small crab found In
Malaysia, iz dependent on the
Ampuilorta plicher plant specles
for waler.

The Kerfvoult urrdwickii bat
species, meanwhite, are known 1o
roost fn \he plichers of the Raf~
Festienr species.

Dy Mohd Morfalzel Ghazali, a
senkor researcher under the same
programme, anid lhe piwher
plant was uncler threat of extine-
tion os it was easier to fnd It
several years apo compared with
now.

Norfalzal, who has gone on sev-
eral expeditions Lo study thesie
of the nation's forests, safd dur-
ing one such expedition 10 a for-
est In Ihe peninsula In March ro-
gether with officials from the
Forestry Department and Na-
tional Parks and Wildlife Conser-
vation Departiient, they could
not find any Awgdlario or Gra-
¢l there although these pltcher
plant species were seen growing
inabundance five years ago when
they visited the arca,

“Their disappearance Iz due to
natural and hwnan Facrats,” he
sald, adding that bush fires dur-
Ing the dry season caused the de-
sinuctlon of pitcher plants as they
grew mostly in low-lying arens.

Fhe human factor, howaver, Is
mare worrylng as wneomrolled
land-clearing activities, as well s
the harvesting of pitcher plants
foreulinary purposes and ta meet
the destand for exoric plants
among avid pardeners, are Laking
4 toll on the unigue carnivorous
plants.

It is learmnt Lhat Lhe Auriliaria

-

Dr Rostiza Jujnli

species s usually harvested for
cullnary reasons and the Macfur
faneisp forsaleas

tal ploats.

On suggestions that certain
picher plant species be planved
onacommercial basis 1o theet the
market demand. Rosliza said It
was something that was mot casy
1o iniplement.

"If we are serlous about com-
mercialislng this plany, the gov-
erfment must glve institudons
llke Mardl the opportunity 1o
conduet moye studies on varlous
spectes that are in demand so
that they don't become extinet,”

Ta date, no study hos been var-
ried out 1o commerciulise the
pitcher plant and comne up with
technologies 1o speed up its
growth and Improve s yield.
Bernama
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Kenali perluk kera, tumbuhan penting kelestarlan hutan

Ketua Pengarah Penyelidikan Program Konservasi dan Penggunaan Sumber Agrobiodiversiti, Pusat Penyelidikan
Biodiversiti dan Persekitaran, Institut Penyelidikan dan Kemajuan Pertanian Malaysia (Mardi), Dr. Rosliza Jajull. -
FOTO BERNAMA

SERDANG - Kebelakan...

To read the rest of the article, click View Full Article
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. Pitcher plant under
threat in Malaysia

™y
-

PREPAMLMG...:MMNWEMQ

ER PLANT SPECIES .., can only be found in

LARGEST PITCH
the pitcher plants to become extinct. Mount Kinabalu, Sabah. It can grow to a height of 41cm and

SERDANG: The e e . 20cm wide, while each pitcher can hold up to 3.51 of liquid.
(periuk kera in Malay) hasahot  Can thrive in nutrient-poor of small crab found in  during the season cause
topic kately because of the pop- habitats is dependent on the mm of pitcher
vlarity of lemang periuk kera. Ampuliaria  pitcher mund‘wymosﬂygmin

Nature lovers and conser- Pitcher plants actually play  species for its source of wa- lying areas.

vationiszs have expressed an important role in forest ter. The human factor, howev-
their concem over the use of  formation and growth. The Kerivoula hardwickii er, is more worrying as un-
these unique camivorous  They have an edge over bat species, meanwhile, are controlled land-clearing activ-
plants to prepare lemang - a ou::f\umaﬂ?mgmw known to roostinthe pitchers  ities, 2s well as the harvestin
glutinous rice delicacy served  on soll depleted of nutrients,  of the species. of pitcher plants for culinary
during Hari Raya Aidiffiei -  said Agricultural purposes and to meet the
Uee & Casing the pants instituze’s (Mardi) Dr : among awvid gardeners, are
become: exuince. Jaquli. . Dr Mohd Norfaizal Ghazaii, taking 2-toll on the unique

Th-ns:_-!u!imnd 170 Dr Rosiiza iy director of the 2 senior researcher under the carnivorous plants.
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Industri temakan ketam semula jadi berpotensi dibangunkan di Sabah

SANDAKAN: Kementerian Pertanian dan Industri Makanan Sabah akan mengenalpasti kawasan bakau di sefuruh
negeri ini yang sesuai untuk pelaksanaan ternakan ketam secara semula jadi.
Menterinya, Datuk Junz Wong berkata ia termasuk di Menumbok, Pitas, Sandaka...

To read the rest of the article, click View Full Article
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China’s Alibaba will soon sell Malaysia’s Musang King durlans in Its restaurants and

Previously, China only allowed the import of pulp, paste and processed durian products.
Chinese consumers will be soon be able to enjoy the polarising taste and smell of Malaysia’s Musang King
durians in Freshippo — an Alibaba-owned restaurant and superm...

To read the rest of the article, click Viiew Full Article
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