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MINGGU&N

NEGERI

AMANAH

Tga agensi MOA

sara hldl.lp

PENGERUSI Lembaga Kemajuan lkan

* Malaysta (LKIM), Faiz Fadzi berkata, tiga
agensi di bawah Kementerian Pertanian

~dan Industri Asas Tani (MOA) sedang
digerakkan bagi menangani kossara. *
hidup rakyat.

. Menurut Timbalan Ketua Pemuda

AMANAH Nasional ity, mesyuaratbagi

mencapal pendekatan bersepaduy bagi

- tujuan tersebut melibatkan Lembaga
Pertubuhan Peladang (LPP), Lembaga
Pemasaran Pertanian Persekutuan * .
(FAMA) selain LKIM.

"Mesyuarat sinergl tiga agerisiutama
MOA iaitu LPP, FAMA dan LKIM di bawah

pentadbiran Datuk Salahuddin Ayub -
‘bagi menggerakkan agenda kerajaan -
Pakatan Harapan mengurangkankos
sara hidup,” katanya.

Sehubungan itu, beliau berkata, beka-

lan yang mencukup! oleh ketiga-tiga

agens’ di setiap pusat pengeluaran sefta -~
program untuk memenuhl permintaan .

penggunadengan harga-lebih berpam !
“ tan perfu dipertingKatkan. -

"Bazar Peduli Rakyat yang saya rasmi-

- kan bersama Pengerusi FAMA, Ishak
Tsmail sejak 1 Februari lalu.akan diper-
kasakan dengan sinergi LPP dan FAMA.
"Semoga usaha kerajaan PH dengan
sokongan pegawai dan kakitangan
agensi MOA ini dipermudahlkan dan.
dirahmati," tambahnya.

Dalam perkerhbangan berkaitan, Faiz
“memberitahu LKIM sedang menubuhkan
dana khias untuk memastikan anak netayan

dapat meneruskan pendidikan jika bapa
mereka tidak lagi dapat menyara keluarga,

gerak agenda tanganl kos

Inisiatif tersebut, Jelésnya, akaﬁ menge-
lakkarr anak nelayan daripada berhenti se-
kolah untuk turut menjadi nelayan bagi

" menyara keluarga sepert yang bedaku di;

Sabak Bemam.
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Headline Sim Tze Tzin: Help to resolve durian farm’s land issues

MediaTitle Sin Chew Daily (East Coast)

Date 20 Aug 2019 Color Full Color
Section News Circulation '8,439
Page No 1 Readership 25,317
Language Chinese ArticleSize 350 cm?2
Journalist N/A Advalue ‘RM 1,054
Frequency Daily PR Value 'RM 3,162
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Headline
MediaTitle
Date
Section
Page No
Language
Journalist
Frequency

Export of frozen whole durian to China rakes in RM24.3mil in 3 months
Guang Ming Daily

20 Aug 2019
News

A3

Chinese

N/A

Daily

Color
Circulation
Readership
ArticleSize
AdValue
PR Value

Full Color
49 712
149,136
274 cm?
RM 4,152
RM 12,455
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Headline
MedraTitle
Date
Section
Page No
Language
Journalist
Frequency

Govt keen on maintaining SGM in breaking rice monopoly

The Malaysian Reserve
20 Aug 2019

News

1,4

English

RAHIMI YUNUS

Daily

Color
Circulation
Readership
ArticleSize
AdValue
PR Value

Govt keen on
maintaining
SGM in
breaking rice
monopoly

by RAHIMI YUNUS &
SHAHEERA AZNAM SHAH

THE single gatekeeping mechanism
(SCM) remains a viable option for the
management, distribution and import
of rice as the government secks to safe-
guard the country from food shocks
and volatilities.

Agriculture and Agro-based Indus-
try Minister Datuk Salahuddin Ayub
said the existence of a single party to
safeguard the rice industry would
ensure speedier actions in the event of
supply chain disruptions.

“If we are considering food security,
the industry would be better if it is con-
trolled by a single party which prac-
tises a standard operation.

“Ifanything happens, we can swiftly
detect the root of the problem and pre-
vent jt from getting worse,” he told The
Malaysian Reserve (TMR) in a recent
interview.

There were calls from certain parties
for the government to pull the shutter
on the rice monopoly enjoyed by Padi-
beras Nasional Bhd (Bernas). They
claimed the opening of the sector
would allow the import of cheaper rice.

Bernas, the country’s sole rice
importer, fired back, claiming that

st Pacols

Full Color
12,000
36,000
330 cm2
RM 3,477

‘RM 10,431
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Headline
MediaTitle
Date
Section
Page No
Language
Journalist
Frequency

Govt keen on maintaining SGM in breaking rice monopely

The Malaysian Reserve
20 Aug 2019

News

14

English

RAHIMI YUNUS

Daily

Color
Circulation
Readership
ArticleSize
AdValue
PR Value

Full Color
12,000
36,000
330 cm?
RM 3,477
RM 10,431

‘Govt keen on maintaining SGM
1in breaking rice monopoly

| other companies may not

| import the commodity if price

tises to avoid selling the com-
modity at a loss.

| Rice price spiked to about

[ US$1,000 (RM4,130) a tonne in
May 2008 compared to about

[ US$220 in early 2004, for exam-
ple, sending many parts of the
world on the brink of a food cri-
sis. But rice prices in Malaysia at
that time remained the same
due to SGM.

Salahuddin said among the
monapoly cases being dis-
cussed, the committee is priori-
tising the gatekeeper role for the
rice industry as it involves the
food security of Malaysians.

“We have to look at the big
picture to study the whole sup-
Ply chain, its ecosystem and
soclal impact.

“lt is easy to be the wholesale
importer for rice, but it is not easy
to guard the rice industry and be
responsible for tha country’s food
security. They have to supervise
the stockpile and farming appli-
cation of the local farmers, not
only rice import,” he said.

Salahuddin added that the
Bovernment is considering twa

models in breaking up the
monopolised industry — either
issue anopen tender bidding for
SGM or establish a new model
where multiple companies are
appointed as the gatekeepers.

"We will provide several
options and we are considering
opening a tender when Bernag’
congession ends. It would be
apen to the best companies who
<an do as good a job as Bernas,
or maybe even better than that.

“Through thiz model, we
would maintain the SGM.
However, considering the
numerous interests in the rale by
others, we could open the
responsibility to several compa-
nies,” he said. ‘

Salabuddin added that the
ministry requires six more
months to single out the best
aptions before they can be pre-
sented to the Cabinet for a final
decision.

“This is not about being the
national rice importer, it is
about safeguarding the rice
industry.

“Bernas, for many years, has
succeeded in safeguarding the
country’s food security, which is
why we have 1o be very careful.

We don't want any issues to arise
when we break the monopoly.

"We should not rush into this.
We need more time, maytse about
1ix months as the concession ends
in January 2021 he said.

The local rice industry has
been solely managed through
the SGM, which was established
over 45 years ago.

Bernas, through the mecha-
nism, was appointed as the
guardian for the country’s rice
management to prevent a food
crisis and be the buffer in the
event of it.

According to reports, Bernas
incurred losses of over RM70
million during the rice crisis
between 2008 and 2009 due to
higher import prices, while
keeping transacted prices at the
lower end,

In addition lo its role ay the
national importer, the rice com-
pany is tasked to safeguard and
guarantee the livelihood of more
than 300,000 farmers in the
country.

At present, Bernas imports
about 700,000 to 800,000 metric
tonnes of rice per annum, while
the stockptle stands at 130,000
metric tonnes per year,

Pawered by: @isentia



Headline *Release rope’ to harvest durian

MediaTitle Nanyang Siang Pau

Date 20 Aug 2019 Color Full Color
Section National Circulation 27,667
Page No Al,Ad Readership 83,000
Language Chinese ArticleSize 1927 cm2
Journalist N/A AdValue RM 24,239
Frequency Daily PR Value RM 72,717

EENT
77 B MR 5 0 Bl
FLARBH
HE o LIRS MR 4R
BERE
o

Re R R
T AR E
KL EMET
NESRME
BT3B B
EHE" BB
B HFKA
% "
ﬁl! a

> p

Powered by: &lsentia



‘Headline *Release rope” to harvest durian
: MediaTitle .Nanyang Siang Pau

Date 20 Aug 2019

Section National

.Page No Al A4

:Language Chinese

Journalist N/A

: Frequency ' Daily

Color
Circulation
Readership
ArticleSize
AdValue
PR Value

Full Color
27,667
83,000
1927 cm2
RM 24,239

RM 72,717
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Headline
MediaTitle
Date
Section
Page No
Language
Journalist
Frequency

Frozen durian exports created RM24.3 mil in revenue in three months

Sin Chew Daily
20 Aug 2019
Nation

14

Chinase

N/A

Daily
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Circulation 288,920
Readership 866,760
ArticleSize 439 cm?
AdValue RM 13,303
PR Value RM 39,909
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Headline Malaysia cadang tingkat pengeluaran durian

MediaTitde Astro Awani {(www.astroawani.com)

Date 20 Aug 2019 Color Full Color
Section NEWS Circulation 3

Order Rank 7 Readership 4
Language English ArticleSize N/A
Journalist N/A AdValue RM 900
Frequency Daily PR Value RM 2,700

Malaysia cadang tingkat pengeluaran durian

Kementerian Pertanian dan Industri Asas Tani mensasarkan peningkatan pengeluaran durian untuk tujuan
komersial kepada 443 ribu tan pada tahun 2030. Sasaran itu didorong kerancakan pembangunan industri durian
yang dilihat mampu memberi peluang buat usahawa...

To read the rest of the article, click View Full Article
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Pantau kual:t: dunan se]uk beku

Pemain l'ndustri periu
patuhi prosedur dan
syaratditetapkan .
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untuk memastikan in- .

duﬂﬂduﬁmkdmnmirﬂ
menepati spesifikasi antarabangsa yang
dimmphn oleh negara-negara peng-

Usahutu dilaksanakan oleh Ke-
menterian Pertanian dan Industri Asas
Tani melalui Jabatan Pertanlan mens-

hndnnpdudlpnhﬂﬂ?lggg‘m

Industri terbabit.
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Headline

Focus on food self-sufficiency

MediaTitle The Star (Metro North)

Date 20 Aug 2019 Color Black/white
Section News Circulation 34,093
Page No 2 Readership 102,279
Language English ArticleSize 226 cm?
Journalist Lo Tern Chern AdValue RM 2,702
Frequency Daily PR value RM 8,106

Focus on food self-sufficiency

Ministry to open up more land for agro-based crops

By LO TERN CHERN
andylo@thestar.com.my

‘THE Government needs to focus
maore on food production and
sustainability to reduce dependen-
cy on food imparts, said Deputy
Agriculture and Agro-based
Industries Minister Sim Tze
Tein.

Sim said that in 2017, the
country recorded imports worth
RM51.3bil, with food raking up a
big portion.

"Food items such as livestock,
dalry preducts, fish and fruits
make up the bulk of our agricul-
ture and agro-based imports.

“We spent RM480mdl on apples,
RM345mil on oranges, RM204mil
on coconuls and RM16mU on plne-
apples.

“A total of RM462mil worth of
vegetables and RM24dmil worth of
chillies were imported thar year,"
he sajd when opening an urban
farm at his Bayan Baru service
cenire in Jalan Sungai Dua, Penang,
recently.

Vegetables planted at the farm
include brinjal, cucumber, spinach
and six types of pineapples.

Sim, who Is also Bayan Baru MP,
said that lack of land for agro-
based crops leading to low supply
was among the reasons for food
price hikes.

“We have only about eight
million hectarves of agricultural
land, of which almost seven milllon
hectares are being used for oil
palm.

“Land for agro-based crops is
less than a million inettares,

“By 2030, it is estimated that the
world population will reach nine
billlon, and we will need more land
for food production,” said Sim, who
atlded that among the steps taken
(o address the food shortage and
Increasing prices was converting
more land for agriculture use
and cutting out the middlemen in
the trade process.

“We are also planning to intro-
duce auctlon centres for food

produce 1o be sold directly 1o
COnSumMers.

“The use of technology for online
trade will increase efficiency and
reach, thus reducing costs,” he
said.

Malaysia Social Development
Foundation chief executive officer
Sumathi Selvam, who was present,
said poverty in city areas could be
recluced through urban farming,

“Households need small invest-
menls in the agriculture business
to generate an income,

“Not only is this cost-saving but
vegetables produced from an
urban farm will be healthler w
consume as the usage of pesticides
can be cut down,” she sald.

Powered by: €isentia



Headline MP shows how urban farming is done
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NEWS
Nation must
improve food

production to
reduce imports
>2

L o R e L e e SR ¢
{From right} $im, Sumathl and the foundation's project manager Elia

. : =1 X & : IS ‘:l
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Mastura fooking at pinapple plants grown at Sim's Bayan Baru parliamentary

service centre in Sungai Dua, Penang. — Photos: ZHAFARAN NASIB/ The Star

MP shows how urban farming is done

BAYAN Baru MP $im Tze Tzin's
service cenmre has a flourishing
ganden with a variety of vegetables
and pineapples in a move 0
promote urban farming within the
COmmMunity,

The Depury Agriculture and
Agm-base’;i n}IriIﬁster said Bayan
Baru is ideal for urban farming
and this practice could increase
food production and also reduce
daily expenses for consumers,

“The concept of urban farming is
picking up to make full use of our
spaces,

“Vegetables and fruits can be
gLanted at one’s backyard, porch or

Icony for personal consumption
or 10 be sold for additional
income,” he said.

§im said several pilot projects
had so far been initiated at SK
Permatang Damar Laut, 5K Bayan
Baru, the Permatang Damar Laut
community-based rehabilitation
centres and the Bukit Gedong
Village Community Management
Council’s office, und the results
WETe ENCOUraging.

To support this initintive, Sim
said the Agriculture Department
would provide guidance for those
who need it, and schools are
encouraged to seek support if they

(14 G, N o
The Agriculture ~ g 7
Department will
provide guidance
and schaools are
encouraged to seek
support if they
wished to have a
farm of their own.

5im Tre Tein ,,

wished (o have a farm of their
own.

"Support may be needed inially
as agriculiure regquires passion (o
be sustainable,

“Schaols will be provided with
technical advice and allocatlons,”
he said,

Sim used his service cenire in
Jalan Sungai Dua to showcase how
urban farming could be done.

He planted brinjal and cucum.
ber plants at the back while the
porch is Miled with spinach and six
types of pineapple plants.

Sumathi {right) and Elia Mastura admiring brinjal plants grown at 5im's
Bayan Baru service centre,
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Petani berputih mata

30 hektar
sawah dlserang
haiwan
perosak

;Oleh Noorazura Abdul Rahman
“bhnews@bh.com. my -

‘Pokok Sena: Lebihﬂﬂpetam:ii
Kampung Kolam, Mukim Tua-

di sini, berputih mata apabila :

diserang haiwan perosak pada mu-
sim penanaman kali ini,

~ Serangan ‘luar biasa’
{itu menyebabkan 90 peratus padi
musnah sehingga peséwah me-

nanggung kerugian mencecah ra- i f

tusan ribu ringgit.

Zulkifli Ramli, 42, mendakwa
serangan tikus dan’ haiwan pe-
rosak lain seperti burung serta

" siput gondang berlaku akibat sis-
tem perparitan tidak diseleng-

-*gara dengan baik sehingga di-
penuhi sampah. '

Belian meényifatkan serangan '

tikus kali ini paling sukar di-
kawal kerana haiwan itu ber-
- sarang di tepi parit yang dipe-
nuhi sampah.
“Serangan tikus dan burung se-

lalu berlaku pada- waktu malam,

Haiwan perosak akan makan pa-
di- yang baru tumbuh dan me-
ninggalken hanya beberapa tang-
kai padi biji pada setiap rumpun.

“Sawah saya kira-kira dua hek-

tar;ugatidakdapatmengelumkhn
hasil tahun ini berikutan padi ro-
sak sehingga menyebabkan keru-

Seorang lagi pesawah, Sharul
Sham Ramli, 36, berkata, sawah di
kampung itu juga sering diteng-
gelami air kerana magalah per-
paritan.

Beliau berkata, bagi mengelak

ﬂi' melihat lpenuhi lalang selepas di_srang tikus.

kan sawah tenggelam, petani ter-
paksa menabur benih padi lebih
awal daripada jadual ditetapkan

ka mengikut jadual, padi kami
akan Sebelum ini, ti-
dak ada masalah begini tetapi se-

~ karang lain pula apabila haiwan

perosak berleluasa,” katanya.
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_'Padi farmers face
huge losses
due to rat attacks

POKOK SENA: More than 60 padi farmers in
Kampung Kolam, Kedah, face losses amoun-
ting to several -hundred thousands:of ringgit
when almost 90% of their crops was destroyed
by rats and other pests in the past two months.
- Farmer Zulkifli Ramli, 42, said the prob-
lems could be due to blocks in the drainage
systemi ‘which made it difficult for them to
control the breeding of pests. '

“We used pesticides in the padi fields to
control rats and other pests but when the
- drainage system failed, the padi fields became
waterlogged when it rained,” he said.

“The excess water would dilute the poison
in the padi fields and made them ineffective
to control rats which continued to grow in
greater number and attacked our crops.”

According to him, there were owls which
kept the growth of rats in check but the birds
| probably . died after eating rats which were

poisoned. : A
| Zulkifli said about 30ha of padi farms in the
village had been destroyed by rats, snails and
birds, adding: “I myself have lost-about
RM6,000 when my padi field was destroyed.”

-The Village Community Management
Council secretary Ahmad Shukri Ishak, 51,
said the Muda Agricultural Development
Authority and ' Farmers’ Organisation
{ Authority had been informed about the situa-
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25 pUkat bubu négé dirambés

'SBIGNCI{AN Pasukan Polis Marin (PPM) Pelabuh—
- an Klang menggagalkan kegiatan pengglmaan -pukat

bubu naga yang dipercayai didalangi Seﬁ:. '
asin, menerulemetasandipemimn chan di .
sini

Pegawai Pemerintah Markas Operasi PPM Pela-
buhan Klahg,Deputi Superintendan Khairuddin Jamal
berkata, kegiatan itu dikesan kira-kira jam 8.30 pagi
" apabila mendapati sebuah bot yang dalam keadaan

mend
“Bot dipercaym dinaiki dua lelaki warga asing itu
' pun enggan berhenti sebelu:n memecut ke
kawasan tepi pantai.
“Nelayan terbabit ba; anapun meloloskan diri
ke dalam hutan bakau, ya kepada Sinar Harian
-semalam.
da; terl:i';er hage. ukat bub e a1:‘malmsl:nabcmga:l -
pati pat 25 pukat bubu naga serta en.is
Ka ot sel:e;::dian bertindak j '
; tanya, pihaknya merampas -
.botbt-arsarnuya:enjl:m*yabernilaiRMZOOOOdankesdﬁ?iE
asat mengikut Akta Perikanan 1985,
' iSementara itu, dalam kes berlainan, seorang tekong
‘warga tempatan berusia 37 tahun ditahan men
- Akta Perkapalan Saudagar: 1952keranameng
" 'bot tanp ;ll;sen. s
.+ “Tangkapan dibuat pera.iranSungaiKuaiaSela
ngor kira-kira jam 10 pagi kélmarin susulan pemerlk
saan sebuah bot penumpang,” kataanya - ;

'/ PPM Pelabuhan Klang mengesan kegiatan pengglunsan
- pukat bubu naga oleh nelayan warga asing. P
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Pertanian
pintar untuk
‘masa depan

Kita mengalu-alukan usaha keraJaan untuk mem-
perkenalkan satu dasar baharu program pertanian
pintar dengan péruntukan pembiayaan disediakan
kepada pekebun dan petani. Namun, Kita tidak pasti.
- lagi apakah bentuk atau maksud ‘pertanian pintar’

yang sebenar.

- Apapun seperti dijelaskan oleh Menteri Hal Ehwal.

Ekonomi, Datuk Seri Mohamed Azmin Ali, ia ber-
tujuan mengukuhkan pertumbuhan ekonomi domes-
tik negara dengan bantuan institusi kewangan untuk
;memberi pinjaman dengan kadar faedah paling mi-

nimum. -

Kita berharap ‘pertanian pintar’ yang.dimaksudkan
adalah penggunaan teknologi pintar bagi mening-
katkan pengeluaran hasil tani. Sudah terlalulamakita
. menggunakan cara tradisional untuk bertani dan
. hasil diperoleh tidak meningkat sekian lama. of
Ekoran itu, petani kita. ketinggalan jauh daripada
- segi produktiviti. dan pendapatan berbanding kegi-
atan pertaman di negara lain. Justeru, kita harus
mencari dan jalin kerjasama dengan negara lain
seperti Korea dan China yang sudah jauh lebih maju
dalam teknologi pertanian. Jika ini kita dapat la-
kukan, maka bil import barangan makanan akan
berkurangan secara drastik.




ZAKRIABDUL
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‘Magor fssues

currently
faced by the lebah
keludet industry
include
oversupply,
adulteration or
fakery and lack of
quality standards.
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S—-IINGLESS BEES THE NEXT |

'SUPER FOOD’ INDUSTRY

Stingless hees are

a potential natural-
treasure trove for
agriculture and they
are fast creating a
buzz amongst

our farmérs

AST September, Prime ’

Minlster Tun Dr Ma-
hathir Mohamad called
for more research on

distries, ulmilu to palm ofl and
mbber. -

oﬂpalmandrubbez trees, he
noted, came Trom foreign coun-
tries but have since become ma-
Jor export commodities for the
naton. !

“Research in miore plants coyld

geld etv;:t more use turI uttlll:!,'

ants we can grow in this
ol nrmmmf

This Isclm direction &nmthe
top on the need to revisit our ap-
proach to , With
alm of providing farmers with
more solutlons to generate pood
income.

The need for crop diversifica-
tlon waa relterated Iast March: by
Primary Industries Minister
Teresa Kok, who suggested that
smallholders ¢onsider bamboo,
pluenpples and cocoputs as al-
ternative crops for supplemen-
tary Inicome,

To which we can fow add an-
ﬂher Inmstrlns asricglgml

ea: rearing of stingless
the subject of a conference re-
cently convened by the Interna-

- tlona! Institute of Plantation

ent (IIPM} In Kota Kin-

.
In his opening speech, Deputy
Chief Minister Datuk Seri Madins
Tangau said the stingless bees ln-

dustry is an emerging new source
of income for farmers and that

Sabah's state government would -

help them meset the Increasing
market demand for honey-based

According to ITPM'z Pellow,
Prof Mohamad Osman, a senlor
assoclate at Atrl Advisory, while
honey bees need no Introduc-
ton, stingless bees are still quite
unknown to mostpeople,

They are known locally as lebah
kelulue (genis Heterotrigona,
family Apidae.— and a close rel-

[from tree buds)

Jorests and harvesti
mducaé%rhmbmmbmlm

ative to common honey bees),
So what are the differences be-

the - thousands of species of bees,

mostofthem of asoll specles.
Like honey bees, st

are social insects which live ln
targe, well organised hives or
colondes.

' While a honiey bee stings ag & Chuan, with

way to defend against predators,
stingless bees have highly re-
duced sti
used for defence, They are, there-
fore, wefal.l_y harmless to hu-

that cannot be.

industry. FILE PIC

in cosmetics, harmacautimu
and other

To date, lebah hefu!u:arehrge—
Iy farmed for their honey, which
contributes RM200 mililon an-
nually to the economy. Sarawak
currently ranks highest in pro-
duction, followed by Sabah and
Peninsular Malaysia.

Entrepreneur Tan Chung
15-years of experi-
ence in bee farming, Is an indus-
try role model. His company pur-
chases close to 10 tonnes of hon-
ey monthly from farmers reariog
30,000 colonles across the conns
try, which he markets throughout

The hive wall of the stingless Malaysiaand in China.

bees 1s made of propolls (from a
resinous substance collected
whereas

beee” hives are made of wax.
Stingless bees thrive In most
smf!w or subtfopleal regluns
there are over 500 species, 78
of them found in Malaysia, but
only a few of them can produce

Honey bees produce a lot -

honey,
more honey (up to 27 times more)
than lebah kelufut and the honey
is sweeter,-but lebah kelulug are
moze resistant w0 diseases and
parasiies that affect honey bees.
n Sabah farmers are pald
RM30 and RM60 per kg of bee
and lebah kelulut honey, ¢
tively, In the market, lebah kel
{ut honey fetches a higher price
— more than RM120 per kg.
Mohamad noted that beyond
Its reputation as a "super food",
boney and propolis can be used

Stingless bees are also great
poliinstors; hut to date have lit-

honey  erally notbeen harnessed for the

purpose locally, Fleld research
has documented stingless bees as

feld crop pollinators In 12 trop- -

Ical counrries worldwide,
At the Kot Kinabalu confer-
ence, Jinlus Hpanin of the Agri-

g‘m stingless bees in a sustainable manner Will ensure rne homy

gless bees have short flight
rapges of about 500 metres, mak-
Ing it easler to keep them among
craps for pollination — com-
pared with honey bees which
have a flight range of
“You have a fantastic sl.lns!us
wnnder here In Mnlaysia,” said
Cristiano Menezes, bee blology
and bee management researcher
from the Brazillin Agricultural
Research Corporation.
“In Brazil, ' bees have
ahighly

already inta
profitable pet industry for the
populationt™

Litle wonder thén thar sung-

- less bees are a potential natural

treasure trove for agriculture and
they are fast creating a buzz .
AMONgSt our farmers,

But there 13 a prerequisite to a
productive lehgh kalubit Indus-
try: preserving our forests and
harvesting the bees.ina sustain-
able manner — something that iy
not adequately happening in this

culluml Resedrch Statlon in  counmry.

his invalu-
able Innovation using a “twin exit
paratus” (TEA) 1o both sustaln
t]le Iebah kelulut colony, and to
effectively provide poMinatton
for brinjal tesﬂ:l&m) crops under
nethouse conditlons, -
“Among the greatest commer-
clal potential of stingless bees is
as crop polllnators,” sald Tim
Heard, former research scientist
at the Commonwealth Sclentific
and Industrial Research Omgan-
Isation (CSIRO) In Australla. Stin-

¢ Issues currently faced by
the lebah kelulut industry in-

clude oversupply, adulteration or
fakery and lack of quallry stan-
dards, Fix them, exclaimed Mo-
hamad, and Malaysia may sée the
industry soarta RM350 million tn
the near furure,

The writar has returhed to farming
after retirement, having received a
diplema in agriculture fram the than
College of Agriculture [now Universiti
Putra Malaysial in 1969



