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Malaysian agriculture success much to be desired

newe World pank seport, Agricaliural
Transtorniation and fclisive Grosvth
the Mulnysian Expe Jdeems e
sty ef MalaysTagriculiui a suceess,
implying little roony for improvenient,
Jowever, this nanarive is not likely o
ber ke teo sepiowsly by better-informed obse v
21 who view various aspecrs of Malaysien agi-
culine as leawing much w be desired
Lauk ol ateention to the seeus for decades is
hardly seen as benign negleet the sectar’s con-
tributinr w national sutput has been grosing
vather muddessly (ar niany years, especially inthe
19905, reflecling slow prodoctivity growei
Faramers, especislly those growing rice, are still
amung e pegrest Malysiang, shile regionad
inequalities &s well as the urban-rusab gip 1e-
nuain troubding, swith the currem gevernment’s
professed interest in turoing agriculiure acome,
a moty balanced, ever critical, cepore could have
pruvided uselul guidange far veform.
rhe repare highlights agricibooe’s cole as
i majoer source of Mal % fceign exchange
carnings. g proaoed al over the world by
the Waeld bank thomgh its pobiey adviee and
conditivnilities
B ecent dvcades, agnvnbtunsl eport earnings
have largely been from ofl palm, aceownting for
three quarters of cullivated land, making crop
iversiDeation e miligare the fisks of monoest-
tage a majoi chalbenge.

Gavernance

Uw Malaysiangovetoment’s instibutional seg up
with two ministries, the Ministryof Agrievlture

and gro-based Industry {MOATand e Ministay

AY ASHRAF
SHAHARLIDIN AND

JOIMLT W WAME
SUNGARAM

ul Primacy Ddustries M PL, zes ponsible for agris
culrure  has nor belped close the gap between
tee cash erops angd foud crops, we netiveen farge
phantstions and siallholdings

Kuch arcangements have also not e gliee
tively supportive of efforts w improve fasmer in
comes - foresample, farmers need to deal with
muliple agengies wider dilferenr ministies o
mtegrate farming such as by breeding livesrock
an ttee viap farm land. Beyond administrative
hassle sich ministeeint aceangentents imply dit-
fesent and poveatially contkicting pedicies, prion
ities and abjectives,

Addivionally, the Ministry of Rusal Devel-
aptment and the Ministry of Leonmmic Affairs
awhicl oversees Land settlemment, rehabilitation
and smaltholders wnder Federal Laad Develop-
went Authonity (FLLDAY Felera Bhd and Rubher
Industry Smalllvolders Development authority
have their own priorities and agendas, while
mast states, esplecially sabaly acd Sarivak, hive
thiir awn ageiculinral mministers of execntive
cammittee inembers

With growing concerns over sustaimabidity,
famd security, nutrition, rutal devetopment and
mativi costomany vights, the agriculial seolor
weould benefit feom more camprehemsive il co
Berent policies, ionplementation aod enforcemeat

Agrltultura labour

Alehowgh progtessive wgricoliural transtormatéon
inplies adaptio of Tuhessving technelogics,
the repore avaids discus<ing tlw all oo abvious
elephants inthe roons - agricuitocal wage labour
andl the impac tof heavy reliance on udocumean
el Foreign warkers.

Ul fonmen hisian respinces nenister sstinited
thie nunrber of umlogumentesd (reign Libour in Ma-
Ly siccatarovnud &5 miblion, aboug doubde phe nem
Lseer of dowrsomrenibes] workees. Althwugh agticubiunes
share of eoployment fas been declining over the
years, the sectorissiid 1o e eaployed the biggest
share 27 i 2007; of documented i eighn faboar in
Malay Meinwhile, many mure shdncamental
Tonrigu workers are cinploged io agriculouee.

Ll sy availabilivy of cheap foreign workers
who are willing o take 30 Zdeneaning, dirty and
dangerons; joba e only depresses agricultnal
wages, i aldso disineentivises investment in ag-
ricultural mechanisation, discourages youthful
participation inagricihore and depressos working
vonditions for the entive Tabonr force in Modaysia.

Neverthebess, ostensibly as a short term myas
ure to tackle the slortage of agriculuiral workens,
i 2on, the goveanent teduced e extension
lewy for fereigm wor kens, which is likely w further
shows abour productivity growth in e leng 1un

Agricuitural subsidies
Agriculiweal subgicdies and theic implementasion
preed mare cateful review and cntical examina
TN SUPPaIL progiessive agricultural toanslur-
mution. Tnstead, they bave ofeen been ahosed Eor
clientelist politicalidvanstage and have madves-
cuthy Plucked agaarian progross

Wihtile the specilie obiectives of vagions a
riculiurab subsidies vary, Moy should cnable
farmers to become more productive, carn much
e and become progiessively less reliant an
govenunent sulrsldies

Ihevery considerable subsidies reeeived by pad-
dy Lersners nuw ix due ko colomial e policies. On
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the one hand, the British sought rice
selt-sufficiency to maximise net for-
eign exchange earmings from Malaya.
On the other hand, to create a yeoman
peasantry, Malay reservation fand often
had cultivation conditions attached,
typically to grow only rice.

while almost halfof the MOA'S to-
tal budget over the years —-approxi-
mately RMLE billion in 2019 - has
gonc to various rice subsidies, the in-
dustry has not seen major improve-
ments. The subsidies received have
disincentivised crop diversification
while doing little to raise productivi-
Iy. 1t has even encouraged farmers to
misrepreseul themselves to continue
receiving subsidies,

A recent Auditor-General’s report
reveals that thousands of deceased pad-
dy tarmers, including many who had
died nrare than a decade ago, received
subsidies of RM57.92 million between
2016 and 2018. The report alse pointed
to problems of subsidy targeting, pro-
vision of paor-quality pacdy seedlings
and delays in fertiliser distribution.

Malaysia’s food security policy ought
to be more broadly reconsidered - to
go beyond rice self-sufficiency - to
better address the nation's very avoid-
able malnutrition problems, including
micronutrient deficiencies and diet-re-
lated non-communicable diseases. For
example, under-nutrition remains high
in Malaysia, with stunting among chil-

dren below five years rising fram 12.2%
in 2006 to 20.7% in 2014,

A comprehensive national nutyi-
tion strategy is required while pro-
gramme initiatives such as universal
school feeding should not only address
toad security and nutrition but alsa
improve children's socialisation and
physical and mental development.
Similarly, food procurement policies
can promote healthy fond agriculture
and raise farmers’ incomes.

While the world Bank report lauds
the public sector's involvement in ag-
riculture, little is said about needed
reforms, the need for greater trans-
parency and accountability. Scandals
invelving FELDA, National Farmers
Association and National Feedlor
Corporation to name a few, have not
only cost bitlions of public Funds but
also undermined publie confidence
in government, politics and public
pelicy. a

Ashraf Stuahanedin is a research
assaciate at Khazanaiy Research
Institute. Jomo Kwame Sundaram,
a former economics professor and
Uznited Nations assistant secretary
general for econontic development,
is the recipient of the Wassily
Leontief Prize for Advancing the
Frontiers of Economic Thought and
a member of the Economic Action
Council
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LKIM arah tambah penghantaran bekalan
ikan ke negeri terje;as banjir

BUKIT MERTAJAM -
Lembaga Kemajuan Ikan
Malaysia (LKIM) telah

mengarahkan Persatuan

Nelayan Kebangsaan (Nek-
mat) dan persatuan nela-
yan negeri supaya mening-

katkan penghantaran

"bekalan ikan ke negeri-
negeri terlibat banjir bagi
memastikan bekalan men-
cukupi dan tidak berlaku
peningkatan harga,

’Pengerusi LKIM, Mu-
hammad Faiz Fadzil berkata,

pihaknya memberijaminan
stok bekalan ikan mencu-
kupi untuk keperluan selu-
ruh negara termasuk di be-
berapa negeri dilanda banjir
seperti Johor, Pahang, Te-
rengganu dan Kelantan.

- “Banjir yang berlaku di

: beberapa negeri telah'men-
jejaskan mata pencariah ne-
layan terlibat, namun setakat
ini bekalan ikan mencukupi.

LKIM turut menyedia-
kan bekalan menerusi stok
simpanan ikan segar beku
atau ‘QFish’ bagi memas-

.tikan bekalan ilkan dalam
negara sentiasa mencukupi
terutama ketika musim
tenkujuh,” katanya selepas
menghadiri Program Kem-
bali ke Sekeolah di sini se-
malam.

Pada program itu, sera-
mai 110 murid selkolah
kurang berkemampuan
dari kawasan Dewan. Un-

dangan Negeri (DUN) Per-
matang Pasir dan anak-
anak nelayan Ujong Batu
menerima peralatan seko-
lah dan baucar pembelian
pakaian sekolah bernilai
RM200 setiap seorang.
Dalam pada itu, Mu-
hammad Faiz yang juga
ADUN Permatang Pasir
memberi amaran kepada
peniaga dan orang tengah
agar tidak mengambil ke-

- sempatan dengan menaik-

kan harga ikan di negeri
terjejas banjir.
Katanya, LKIM telah

-membuat persediaan awal

bagi memastikan bekalan
ikan mencukupi termasuk
menyimpan dan menambah
stok ikan selain menyedia-
kan bekalan ikan sejuk segar
pada harga yang murah.
“Jadi, usaha yang kami
buat ini akan dapat mensta-
bilkan harga ikan. Harga

Banjir yang
berlaku

. di beberapa negeri

telah menjejaskan

-mata pencarian

nelayan terlibat,
namun setakat
ini bekalan ikan

mencukupi.”

N 3 Muhammad Faiz Fadzil

ikan ini bergantung kepada
‘pemintaan tapi apa saya
boleh kata harga tidak akan
naik sebab kami membuat
persediaan awal bagi me-
mastikan stok mencukupi.
'Jadi tidak timbul isu beka-
lan berkurangan sehingga
harga ikan dinaikkan oleh
orang tengah dan peniaga.
“Kami tidak ada satu
punca kuasa untuk mene- -
tapkan harga ikan di pasa-
ran jadi kami petlu bekerja-
sama dengan Kementerian
Perdagangan Dalam Nege-
ri dan Hal Ehwal Pengguna
untuk memastikan tidak
adakenaikan harga menda-
dak,” katanya. '
Katanya, kerajaan juga
mengambil langkah untuk
mengehadkan pengeskpor-
tan ikan bagi memastikan
bekalan dalam negara men-
cukupi terutama ketika mu-
sim perayaan. - Bernama
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