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DROUGHT FEAR AS 3
KEDAH DAMS DRY UP

Once Pedu dam hits
27pc, water will be
released for
domestic use only

NOORAZURA ABDUL RAHMAN
ALOR STAR
news@nst.com.my

HE water level at three
dams in the state contin-
ues to recede, with the
Muda dam standing at

16.1 per cent yesterday.
The Muda Agricultiiral Devel-
opment Authority (Mada) gener-
al manager, Datuk Fouzi Ali, how-

evet, said water levels at the Ah-
ning and Pedu dams wete at 62

per cent and 46.7 per cent, re-
* spectively, and could supply wa-
ter for agricultural and domestic
use,

“Last week, the water level at
the Muda dam was 26.72 per cent,
Ahning dam at 64.47 per cent)
and Pedu dam at50.18 per cent.

“Despite the decline, Mada ‘is
able to release the water daily at
113 cubic metres per second to
meet the demands of padi farm-
ing and domestic use,” he sald
yesterday.

He said should the level at the

——

Pedu dam decline to 27 per cent,
water would only be released for
domestic use.

As Thailand is expected to face
its worst dry season in 40 years,
parts of Kedah and Penang have
also been hit by dry weather.

In Pokek Sena, Kedah, 35 padi
farmers in the Pokok Sena Farm-
ers Organisation (PPK) claimed
that they lost almost RM1 million
whén 72ha of their padi fields
were affected by the hot weather
since last month,

Pokok Sena PPK chief Azami
Shawal was quoted by Bernama
as saying that most of their crops
were damaged and their fields
had developed cracks.

In Kepala Batas, Penang, farm-
ers in Seberang Prai Utara affect-

S
o 1-*- R P00 Sy
e . e BY SHARUL

" Boats lined
up on the
dry shores of
8 Tasik Gubir
near the

== Pedu dam
follawing the
hot spell in
9 Kedah

W recently. PIC

\mh‘_

HAFIZ ZAM

ed by the drought would be sup-
plied with water by the state agri-
cultural authorities. :

Bernama reported that the
Penang Agriculture Department,
Integrated Agricultural Develop-
ment Area of Penang (Iada) and
the Malaysian Agricultural Re-
search and Development Insti-
tute (Mardi) have been told to de-
ploy mobile pumps.

Deputy Agriculture and Agro-
based Industry Minister Sim Tze
Tzin said the authorities would
deploy 34 pumps to affected ar-
eas,

It is understood that 1,164ha of
fields in Seberang Prai Utara had
been hit by drought, affecting 827
farmers in Paya Keladi, Pinang
Tunggal and Pantai Kamloon.
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Guna straw serai
bukan arahan Wajlb

Penggunaannya
ditentukan sendiri
pengusaha kafe

di hospital

Oleh NORMAWATI ADNAN

IPOH

ementerian  Kesi-
hatan (KKM) tidak
berhasrat untuk
‘mewajibkan  peng-

usaha kafe di hospital keraja- .

an menggunakan serai seba-
gai penyedut minuman bagi
menggantikan straw  plastik
seperti disarankan Lembaga
Kemajuan Pertanian Kemubu
(KADA).

Timbalan Menterinya, Dr

Lee Boon Chye berkata, kepu- -

tusan meénggunakan bahan itu
akan ditentukan sendiri oleh
operator kafe bergantung kepa-

* da kesan ekonomi.
“Jika mereka merasakan
perkara itu tidak membebankan
dari segi ckonomi dan ia prak-

tikal, sudah tentu mereka akan -

laksanakannya.

- “Bagi pihak kementerian,
kita tidak mewajibkan, namun
kita menggalakkan memandang-
kan ia satu cadangan yang baik,”
katanya ketika ditemui pembe-
rita selepas mengadakan lawat-
an kerja ke Klinik Kesihatan
Bijeh Timah di sini semalam,

Boon Chyé pada slfang nkhbar dl Ipoh sematam.

rKos bag;! straw yang
- diperbuat daripada
jagung dan serai ini
mungkin jauh lebih
mahal berbanding
plastik.”

Boon Chye berkata, pada
masa ini, orang ramai masih
mempunyai alternatif lain bagi
menggantikan penyedut mi-
numan plastik sepertl yang di-
perbuat daripada jagung dan
kertas. -

“Kos bagi straw yang diper-
buat daripada jagung dan serai
ini mungkin jauh lebih mahal
berbanding plastik, tetapi kita

juga tahu jika terus mengguna-
kan straw plastik akan ada ma-
salah kepada alam sekitar.

“Dari segi ekonomi pula
saya yakin jika penggunaan
straw Serai akan meningkat dan
kosnya akan turun. Jadi ia sesu-
atu yang perlu dipertimbangkan
juga,” katanya.

Rabu lalu, Pengernsi KADA,
Datuk Husam Musa dilapor ber-
kata, penggunaan serai sebagai

-penyedut minuman akan diper-

luaskan ke kafe hospital terma-
suk kepada pesakit bagi meng-
gantikan straw plastik.

Husam berkata, pihaknya
akan memajukan penggunaan-
nya kepada kafe Hospital Uni-
versiti Sains Malaysia (HUSM)
uhtuk orang ramai atan pesakit
kerana ia adalah daripada bahan
semula jadi.



