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Sababh first to draft
own fishery law

By Jenne Lajiun

KOTA KINABALU: Sabah is
drafting ber own Sabah Fishery
Enactment and is set to become
the first state in the country to
ban shark fishing.

Agriculture and Food Industry
Minister  Datuk  Junz Wong
said that the Sabah Fishery
Enactment will be inplemented
next month.

He said that the enoctment will
address vartous issues, including
those affecting sharks in Sabah.

Junz added that he had heen
told that fisheries, which include
the protection of sharks, is under
federal jurisdiction but stated
that he wanted to cvercome that
issue.

“T'his is Sabah Baru now.” he
said in his WhatsApp comment
to gitestions by the media in the

~

o
Junz Wong

Warisan Sabah group page.

the drafy” he said,

He went on to say that the
previnus  Barisan  Nasional
government was not able tado it
bevause they were not thinking
out of the box.

"Enacting new law for Sabah is
the way around it but they never
thought nor dare to offend KL
side. perhaps.” he said.

He added that he will not
pursue to amend the Federal
law concerning fisheries issties
affecting Sabah

lnstead, his focus will be to
enact Sabah's own  fisheries
law which will protect Sabah's
resources, he said.

“[t is nat just far shark fishing
but many other factors such as
minimum sizes of catching. not
selling egg icbsters and many
others,” he said on the issues that

"We are almost complete with  would he addressed,
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Lift export ban on rakyat fishes', Junz tells Kiandee

KOTA RINABALU: Sabahans
have £nt dacades heen megleied
by Federal Agnicuiture and Food
fndustiy Mimsters whn mast
have failed to understand the
challenges. predicamanis and
ohstaches [aced by Sabanant in
this port of the warld especialiy
riu thw diffeseitees, dynamic: of
the agnicuiture, squacaline snd
fishery indusiries

State Agnedlture and Food
Indusoy Minister Datuk Junz
fland poruted THis outin an apen
latter Yo his newly appointed
federa| 2aunterpart Datuk Seri
Br Ronakd Filandee, yesterday

Kiandes made history by being
Ihe lirst Sotiahan  appointed
ac the  Federsl Minister of
Agricullure and Food Industey
under tha Perikaran Nasignal
Lovemment

“with Datuk Seri as a fellaw
Anbahan  appeinted ta ths
prsition. 1 believe this s the
perfect opparturity for s w

recnify the many wienge feor
benelit of all Sabahang

Ha said Sabah
weie Issted & four
t bt for certain

aupplies and avaid price surge
during the Chinese Kew Year
and Aldilfitn festive seasnnsand
MONOOMH wWeatons

Hul (e han which was in
ek in Jamuary and Febivary
2020 and will kake place again en
the 15th af Apel tasth of June
nas taker » toll oo the fcheries
industry  aifecting not enly
fishermen but alss the econrmy

of our beloved Sabah

Ta lake note he sadl prawn
has never been included an this
han 1jst extapt tor the previnns
hae Jast Citocher Thue the
chalienging  prawn  fishernen
have Taced 2z tremendous
<hallenges that a low m
supdve and ighe face
dawn

Hence 1aking nie
coniferation the appeals and
seenario of the Jorat industey, he
satd the MAFT an bonalf of the
Sabalt govecament is appealing
for an exemption & Sabak

focording e Tung the blaniet
ban is nei suitable andd should
net be appliedl o Sabak for
LATIGLE FRFRANE

Fiestly. Sabah has conswlegtly
athiewed  a swrplus in self
aulficiency  level (851} for
veample it zms, Sabab's total
fish exports was 71285 metrc
tonnés while the imparts was a
mers 10062 meiric lonnes fnthe

Lame year, our exgores fecched

Sabahans a total of RMS¥
milhop
This means we ars 3 pett

axporter and our exporls have
contribsutid tromend e sly o gine
stonotty

Secondiy, Sabah i3 also the
wain lt For fishes consomed
by Malaysians, We landed 153053
metele tarnes of Tishes with a
ealie ot RM9as miilion in 26018
While the ban may be suttable
far  Penumgular statac winei
have lower yleklzs Sabah i an
exception as we have mors than
what we nead

Thiedly. fabah experlentes an
Iergase of fishies Wanuding @0 che
shates of Satah every April and
May. T4 calel seasnp calzaes
FieTu prie e 4 phinmet as a result
of aver supply. With mited {ocal
demand in Sabak, the sxpoet
han will saly canse detpiment to
hermen, boal apecstors and
tie Satak economy.

Fourrhiytis alsowareh noting
that generally lizhecaien during
the testive season are the likes of
EQAP[E RGPS, InDALors white
feh 3nd e forth. Therelors. the
export Das might be lrreletant
and [HUEHTS il‘;l:‘h]l"_“\'i‘

Junz sad of late, the Covid
19 cutlreak has soagoated the
Malagian wconomy and Sabah
B no exfeption o there s no
veasen to ot Wi the export han
whirh can help alleviate the
Bardship laced Ly the paople

Inthe Leng tu, he said lifting
the ban will alse rerurn Sabahs
fshermen o a competitive
pasitron at the global scene
They hive tist their competitive
pdge due (o palicies that tause
mconsistent Lish supples 9
interhational  hayars.  Thia
ts even worse for the prava
idustry which s anexiremely
competitiye indusiry

I believe Datak Seri wha
has an education hagkgeound

m fishery. aquaculiure who
had ween an officer af the
Sabaly  Fishery Department
Dossvgn). who has been the
political secretary {or Sabah
agriultune  minister 1999+
2800] will fossess the ablity
1a understand the phght of
Salalans

“| hupe Lhe expart ban wihich
wat impientented by provious
goveiments wall ba Lfted so
that the wrang can b recofied
unlesy during tlos ban

Dr Ronald can ban impaorts of
seafood fram foreign countres
and make Peninsular rlealers
buy from Sabah supplicrs Qr
elge LkIs 15 nat fair o Sabah
fishetinen

| look forward to heariyg
quick positive 1eiponce from
BPatuk Sett Dr fonald Kiandee
ax Lbelicww il all Sabalans stay
united with nne Sabah heas
we can athieve many things’
cud Tunz
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