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COVID-19: Tiada sekatan akdtiviti rantaian bekalan dan pemasaran makanan

KUALA LUMPUR: Kerajaan tidak bercadang menyekat sebarang aktiviti
membabitkan rantaian bekalan dan pemasaran makanan sepanjang tempoh
Perintah Kawalan Pergerakan (PKP) ini berlangsung bagi memastikan
bekalan mencukupi untuk semua rakyat negara ini.

Menteri Pertanian dan Industri Makanan, Datuk Seri Dr Ronald Kiandee
berkata, aktiviti seperti pertanian, penternakan, perikanan dan akuakultur
dibenarkan untuk terus beroperasi bagi memastikan bekalan daging, sayur-
sayuran, buah-buahan serta hasii perikanan mencukupi untuk setiap orang.

g Namun begitu, katanya, dalam masa yang sama kerajaan furut menetapkan
$ . | Syarat untuk mematuhi langkah-langkah sanitasi yang ditetapkan cleh

¥ Al Sl
Kementerian Kesihatan Malaysia.

“Selain itu, perkhidmatan logistik dan pengangkutan yang menyokong rantaian bekalan dan pemasaran makanan termasuk
input-input pertanian dan makanan ternakan dibenarkan beroperasi seperti sedia kala.

“Ini bagi memastikan bekalan produk penting dan kritikal dikeluarkan oleh petani, nelayan dan penternak sampai kepada
pengguna dalam tempoh masa dan dan keadaan yang sempurna,” katanya dalam satu kenyataan, di sini, hari ini,

Beliau menjelaskan, bagi premis dan kilang yang menyokang rantaian bekalan makanan berkaitan dan ditakrifkan sebagai
kritikal turut dibenarkan beroperasi dengan tugasan pekerja di tahap minimum,

“Pihak industri juga perlu bertanggungjawab untuk memastikan langkah-langkah saringan dan pencegahan wabak COVID-19
wajib dilaksanakan di peringkat syarikat demi keselamatan pekerja dan pelanggan,” katanya.

Sebarang pertanyaan lanjut, orang ramai boleh menghubungi Bilik Gerakan Pemantauan Krisis COVID-19 di talian hotline 03 -
8870 1307 / 1663 / 1664 atau emel kepada bilikgerakan@moa.gov.my.
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Tiada sekatan aktiviti rantaian bekalan

PUTRAJAYA - Kementerian
Pertaniun dun Industri Maka-
nan mengesahkan tiada se-
barang sckatan dalam aktiviti
rintatan bekalan dan pemasar-
an makanan sepanjang tempoh
Perintah Kawalan Pergerakan.
Menterinya, Dawk Seri Dr
Ronald Kiandee berkata, aktivi-
li pertanian, penternakan, peri-
kanan, akuakultur dibenarkan
untuk terus beroperasi bagi me-
mastikan bekalan daging, sayur-
sayurun. buah-buahan serta
hasil perikanan mencukupi.
Jelasnya, aktiviti iu dibe-
narkan dengan syarat penge-

luar mematuhi langkah-lang-
kah sanitasi yang ditetapkan
oleh Kementerian Kesihatan.

“Premis dan kilang yang me-
nyokong rantaian bekatan ma-
kanan yang berkaitan dan dirak-
rifkan sehagai kritikal dibenarkun
beroperasi dengan penugasan
pekerja di tahap minima,

“Untuk penanyaan lanjut,
orang ramai bolch menghu-
bungi Bilik Gerakan Peman-
tauan Krisis Covid- 19 di talian
03-8870 1307/1663/1664 atau
emelkan kepadu bilikgerakan@
moa.gov.my.” katanya dalam
sutu kenyataan semalam,
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23/8/2020 NST

Food supply sectors, chain of essential services can operate during MCO

iv B, e FILE PIX: Agriculture and Food Industry Minister Datuk Seri Dr Ronald
Kiandee (2nd from left) during a visit at MyFarm Outlet in Putrajaya recently. --
Pix courtesy of Agriculture and Food Industry Ministry

KUALA LUMPUR: Food supply sectors and its chain of essential services can
aperate as usval throughout the Movement Control Order (MCO), provided
they adhere to sanitation measures and guidelines set by the Health Ministry.

Agriculture and Food Industry Minister Datuk Seri Dr Ronald Kiandee in a
statement today said food production sectors such as agricultural farming,
poultry, fisheries and aquaculture will remain undisrupted to ensure Malaysians
have adequate meat, vegetables, fruits and fishery product supplies.

“Logistics and transportation services that support the supply chain and food
marketing including agricultural and livestock production that are defined as critical are also allowed to operate with minimum
staffing".

He said this is to make sure that the supply of essential and critical goods produced by farmers, fishermen and others alike
sectors reach consumers on time, accordingly.

“These industries must also piay their part to ensure implemantation of proper testing and preventicn measures are in place at
the company, to safeguard employee and customer against Covid-19," he said in a statement today.

He reiterated that the main food items such rice, meat, fish, vegetables and fruits are at a stable and adequate level of supply
to last throughout the MCO period, and even beyond that

“The ministry will continue to monitor and cooperate with producers and distributors to ensure there is adequate food supply,"
Kiandee said.

For further inquiries, he urged the public to contact the Covid-19 Crisis Monitoring Room hotfine at 03 - 8870 1307/1663/1664

or email the queries to bilikgerakan@moa.gov.my.
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No sanction in food supply
chain, marketing — Kiandee

KUCHING: There is no sanction
in food supply chain and food
marketing throughout the entire
movement central order (MCO)
period. said Agriculture and Food
Industry Minister Datuk Seri Dr
Ronald Kiandee.

Agriculture, livestock breading.
fishing and aquaculture activities
are allowed to continue operating
to ensure the supply of meat,
vegetables, fruits and fishery
products are sufficient for
Malaysian consumers and meet
the sanitation standards set by the
Health Ministry, he informed in a
press statement issued yesterday.

Logistics and transportation services that
support the supply chain and food marketing
including all agricultural and food inputs and
livestack are allowed to operate as usual.

Datuk Serl Dy Ronald Klandee

“logistics and transportation
services that support the supply
chain and food marketing
including all agricultural and food
Inputs and livestock are allowed
to operate as usual. This is to
ensure all essential and critical

products supply from farmers,
fishermen and livestock breeders
reach consumers within the time
period and in good condition.” he
added.

Premises or factories that
support relevant food supply

chains and are defined as
critical are allowed to operate
with minimal workers. The
industry players must alse take
respensibility for ensuring that
Covid-19 outbreak prevention
measures are implemented at the
company level for employees and
customery’ safety, he said.

For Ffuvther enquiries. the
public can contact Covid-19 Crisis
Monitoring Operations Room at
its hotline 03-8870 1307/1663/ 1664
or email te bilikgerakan@®moagov.

my.
The MCO peried is from March
Boal.
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{MCO: No restrictions on food supply chain, marketing, says Agriculture Ministry
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Fishermen can still go out to
sea— Fisheries Dept

MIRTI: Fishermen can still go out
to sea as it is the main source of
food for the local community.
An officer of Sarawak Marine
Fisheries Department Region [11
Miri said the director-general
of the Department of Fisheries
Malaysia in a statement on
March 21 had given permission
to flshermen to operate as usual
as fishing is defined as critical
in the supply of food but must

be done with minimum labour
and worker rotatlon.

“There is no control for
fishermen to go out fishing as
we don't want this food supply
chain to be affected,” the
spokesman said yesterday.

He said apart from giving
fishermen permission to go
out to sea, the department
also  allowed aquaculture
entrepreneurs, fish farmers

and seafocd traders to continue
with their buginesses,

But he reminded that they
should abserve all precautions
to prevent the spread of Covid-
19 among their workers and
customers.

Howevaer, he sald recreational
fishing is not permitted and
requested all anglers to comply
with the movement control
order.
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SELANGOR

Zulkifly harvosting cockles at his lot in

Bpgan Nakhods Omar, Sabak

Bernam, - Photes: GRACE CHEN/The Star

Yillager Asiah tsmail combing the muddy boach flats at Bagan Nakhoda Omar Lo look for ‘bacai’. The mud flats
are tich plckdng grounds for a variety of shelllish, including blood cockles.

_- A £

Race to save

cockles

Farmers and Selangor Fisheries
Dept take steps to stem declining
population, improve harvest

By GRACE CHEN

Cockle s
gracecheni@theslarcem,my

stages of growth,
Smuggling is nne of lhe
causes for dwindting
cockle pogulation In
Selangar.

T smell of sea and salt entanat-
o4 (roem & bubbling wok as fisher-
man Mahd Nol Ikaman ifted out o
plump Blood cockle, pried s shell
apartaml popped the meat ino his
monith,

Caughl just an hour Lefore, the
[reshuess was eyitlent o3 he
savoured the mollusc thal was an
Lmpartant ingredient in 2 good
bowl of euiry luksa,

“The Lest blood cockles are Irmn
Sabak Bernam, They are known Ja
have a buttery sexture and are best
enjoyed half-botled with a splcy
Thakstyle chilll s as dip,” hwe
declared,

Cockle gardens

Maohd Noh shares n 50ha Jm with
20 sihier cockle Tariners saime ove
naptical miles [¥om the Bagan
Nahkeda Omar Jetty in Saliak
liernam.

IUis part of the Selangor Vidherles
Depacriments {5113 Cuckle Gurden
project that staned tn 2008.

The ‘garden’ covers the disicis
al Klang. Kuiala Selangor and Snbak
Bernam, Juspired by the vast
muchdy Beaches thal ave a preva.
lent geographical feature in this
atale,

Calteel rhe Intercidal zone, lishing
communines have knows these
meldy Deach fats to be rich
picking grounds for o variety of
shelifish Including blood cocklos,

I on affart to increase cackle
producUion and mprove the

ronumic status of irmdivianil

Nshermen, 1D mapped out some

20 Jors of cockle farms covering

closs o 1O00Ma and Tarmers were

granted lemporiry et pition
nees.

Another farmer, Muhd Fadli
[usni, sakd he farmers enjoyed
good yield from 2008 (o 2216,

“On average, each ol us cnukl
ake more than RM4,000." sall
Mohd Fudi whio is Mohd Nohs
Lrother-in-law s well ss head of
MyKomuni Pertkanan (MyKL for
Bagan Nakhuda Omar.,

Dut fram 2004 10 2018, cackle
spals {ihe bropd stock) starred

g,

Cuckle laromers fousid the surviv-
& rate wad nn more thon 25% aned
ey were tald Lhe cause was waler
pallution.

Discotraged by the bieak
praspeet, many opted olit of those
collective fanms They chose W earn
a living from vonstruetion work
bosides catching crals and prawns,

Mubl Faddl himself sufTored
losses of nearly RALIOG,000

St optimistic
Pt mot all the veckle frmers
gave ip.

ZulinJII ¢ Lbrihim, who shares tle
it cockle ot with Ml Nob, s
among these who persevered,

The father of three said he ook
to hoviering over his spats, shifiing
(hem to covler spots when he felt
the water had become too hot,

Thise (hal wars buried too deep
within the seaherd wore oither
shitled ar had excess mul removed

Powered by: @isentia
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on the spol.

Ile smid movement, ingiend ol
remaining in s stationary stare,
wars considered good exercise mwl
encouraged the cockles” growth.

‘I'o address overharvesting, a

{ Jon among ot bry
resulted In e decistan w set the
ataily lmvit for each fnrmer al nu
neye than 135kg.

In addition, the gaps of cockie
scoops were made to comply 1o a
Fisheries Depariment directive to
ansure enly inalured cockles
{measuring 29mm and abovel
would be largled.

‘Imough Zulkifly said he wel-
comed offers io restart cockle
farmiing ot o newy spot, he
reiined optinustic that future
ylelds might see tmprovement,

In Lis opinion. it would be diffi-
cull to Nud slmilar febeal locntions

n Nokhoda Omar sullable
for cockle farming In other fnrm of
Selangor due to dilferences in
shoreline and seahod conditlons,

“he industry may have a hetier
chance of revival if autharitles,
resenrchers and the fishing com-
miunities ire able (o address pollu-
tion issues and introduce betler
farming methods that are alse
enviranmentully sustiinnble,” sid
Mulwl Tadli, who apeke on behall
of 20 cockle farmers in Nagan
Nakhoda Omar.

Cockle farmers in Selongor
also wan better bock-up Irom
enforcement teams agoinst
snugglers.

In 2016, volunteers and Relo
members dotained iwo forvigners

who were attempting to tw:'pe
with cockle spats from one of the
farm lots,

Yolunteers confipssed thay they
somelmes feared for their Hves
Huring their watch, as smugglers
were breoming holder,

Pollution proklem

gor Fisheries e T
director Abdul Ratumai: Aldul
Wahab scknowledged thai the
record cell i significant decline
of cockle harvest in the state within
the past 16 yeqars. In 2(HR, protuc-
thon was a1 14,651 metrle \onnes
bt last year, prcllmmm?mnln
showed that yields had dropped ta
nmere 33 tonnes,

Abdul Rahman suid this dedine
cnuld nol he anribnted to p singte
vapse as cockles were suscepilble to

Velunteer divers showing the ofd
fishing nets found near artificlal
reels at Bagan Nakhoda Omar.

seviral threats,

“One is polluticn from surface
1unofT, chemical fenilisers, indus.
trisl waste and form eflluents. The
efiluents from plantatlons or other
industrial eneifes near river
makitlvs discharged lnto the Tiver
and subtital zones reach roughly
one nautical mile (rom shore,
which is the aren where tockles
spawin sl [eed

“Another threal Is sand minlng as
sedimentalion can cover the
muddy seaheds and suiTocnte the
birood stock.”
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Ly

the depariment conducts scheduled
monitoring al least twdce it year al
sedected sampling points in Sungal
Besar, Jevm and Klang untler lIE;e
National Shellfish Sanltation
Programme (NS5P). ‘| here are 1hurve
pevinis an ench laration.

1 1eated somples ave fond 1o
have exceeded permitted levels of
conlaminants, Fisheres
Depariment | responsible for
Informing Ihe state Heatth
Depariment and the marine cullure
aperalor (o withdraw' 1he shelllish
Teom sale.

operatars who do not eom iy

will have actdon taken against theny

In g these preabl he

sid the depanment was in close
cooperatlen and constunt discus:
sion with related authorities, acid-

Ing that they hoel ihe suppor of
Selangor Public Infrastructure and
Facility. Agriculiural Modernisation
and )gnw sasidl Industry executive
coun ikllr Izham IlaI:Illlm.

Though sume cockle spats ma
survive and develop to sneamrily?r
they may be exposed Lo various
contaminutions in the surrounding
environment becouse cockles are
fiker feeders,

T ensure existing harvests in

i are safo for (|

as g for under Tisieries
Regulations (Marite Culture
Systemd B9 of Nishwries Acl LIRS,

Terptation in the form of lucra-
rive pay-olls for smuggling nf iho
brood stock is anothir contrilor
fo dwindling cockde pegulntion,
1'vom January to Decembor 2019,
selnngor bisherles seized 170 sacks
of cockle spats from smugglers
Bagan Nikhod i Omar.
Enforcement officers were
Infarmed that the spats were

A from Kampung Banting

and brought here by sea 10 bo
smgigled ont 1a & neighbouring
country.

. Abdul Rshman says the thrawlng of emply cackie

shells back Into the sea can affect habltats 35
they will transform tlie soft muddy seabed,

nan, at their

seafood stall. The bload cockle price has ballaaned from
RML24 per kilcgramme [ 2008 to RME at present,

Revival plans

‘Ta revive the cockle farming
industry in Selangor, Cisheries
Deparyment has pians 1o remap
cackle culilvatlon zonves,

This initiative will identify areas
af natural spatfoll and assess if the
areas are ideal for blogd cockle
cultivation.

Abdul Kahman snid scientitk
anudy wautd alss be conducted 1n
asglst (he deartment (i develop
Ing gement plan for i
ble cockle farming ln Selangor.

"W ire hopeiul these inliatives
will play a part in conserving
nataral resqurces and protect them
against unsustainable and ilegal
harvest.

“Io ensure sustainability, nctlvi-
ties will e monitared nnd con-
irolled Ihrough cansrant survell-
lange,” he said.

In the wake of the impaci ol
wuarlie debrs especially plastic on
fisheries resources, Nisheries
Deparument is leading a natjon-
wide programme to raise public
awarengss of e dangers from
rubbish dumped Into the sea.

It bs working with key strtegle
pariners such ns the fishing com
wunifthes (myKP), peimary school

TheStar

puplls, Forestry Bepartment and
l'isgvriw Pevelopment Authority,

A recent event organised by SDY
ity Dagan Nokhotda Omar saw
MyKP members (ram Sungal Besar,
Kampung Baming, Teluk kKhy,
Sungai Apong, Pan Baru, Parit
Jlarn Baroh, Hogan Parit Baru and
Bagan Surgal Lang takdng part I a
mangrove planting and beach
clean-up exerclse with puplls from
SHK simpang Empat.

Withili twa hours, they collecied
clnse 10 180Kg of domestic trash,

Sevien Fisheries Department
ant myKe divers who volumesyed
ta clean up artficial recfs near
Ihe Bagan Nakhodn Onuir recrea:
tionn) lishing kelony folnd aban-
doned fishing nets arl imore rub-

*I'ishermen nead 10 be made
aware that even thi throwing of
empry cockle shells back fo the
sean can affect habitats os piled up
old shetls will eventally i soft
muddy seatied into hard bottom
subsinite, which bs no longer a
conducive ecosystem lor cockles 1o
Lrow.

“We are contidert that aware-
ness will help improve The changes
ol vackle grinwth,® sald Abdg]
Ralunan.
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COVID-19: Harga tembikai jatuh sekali ganda

PERMAISURT: “Jika diikutkan harga tembikai boleh mencecah RM1.40 satu kilogram kerana permintaan tinggi
musim cuti sekolah tetapi disebabkan penularan wabak coronavirus (COVID-19) harganya jatuh sehingga 70
?llenﬁ; FﬁtadMohamad Mardi Mohd Yusof.

ol ardi...

To read the rest of the article, click View Full Article
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