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SHAH ALAM - Sektor pertanian dan pelancongan di Cameron
Highlands yang dilaporkan terancam angkara koronavirus (Covid-

RINTIHAN DAH‘ T 19) mendapat perhatian pihak Kementerian Pertanian dan Industri
TANAHTINGG === Asas Tani hari ini,

Nasib pekebun mungkin bakal berubah apabila satu mesyuarat
_?’ " o f khas bagi membincangkan perkara itu diketuai Menteri Pertanian

' ' % A ' dan Industri Makanan, Datuk Seri Dr Ronald Kiandee dilaporkan
diadakan petang ini.

Berdasarkan sumber diperoleh, beberapa isu lain turut
dibincangkan berikutan penularan wabak Covid-19 dan Perintah
Kawalan Pergerakan (PKP) khususnya melibatkan perkara di
bawah bidang kuasa Kementerian itu.

Sinar Harian difahamkan fespon terhadap aduan pekebun
pekebun sayur di tanah tinggi ftu tidak dapat diberikan dalam
kadar segera kerana pihak terbabit perlu mengutamakan beberapa isu dibangkitkan sebelum itu.

Namun, perkembangan ini akan dapat memberi sedikit kelegaan kepada lebih 2,300 pekebun sayuran di Cameron Highlands
yang menghasilkan lebih 800 tan metrik pengeluaran sayur-sayuran sehari.

Ini kerana, hanya 30 peratus dari jumlah tersebut mampu dijual di pasaran akibat penularan wabak Covid-19 dan PKP yang
telah dilanjutkan hingga 14 April ini,

Terdahulu, Setiausaha Agung Persekutuan Persatuan-Persatuan Pekebun-Pekebun Sayur Malaysia, Chay Ee Mong berkata,
keadaan ekonomi akibat Covid-19 kini mencengkam pekebun sayuran di Cameron Highlands.

Katanya, pekebun-pekebun sayur di tanah tinggi itu mahu tidak mahu memang terpaksa menuai sayur-sayuran di ladang
kerana jika tidak, sayur seperti kubis, tomato, sawi dan pak choi akan tua begitu sahaja,

Akui Ee Mong, pendek kata, sayur sudah tidak laku dan tidak boleh dipasarkan. Pekebun mengeluarkan aho tan metrik atau
800,000 kilogram sayur-sayuran sehari, namun hanya 30 peratus mampu dijual di pasaran.

Ekoran kerugian yang dihadapi ity juga membuatkan pekebun di tanah tinggi itu kini berdepan kesukaran untuk membayar gaji
pekerja ladang.

Dalam pada itu, menurut Ee Mong, biarpun berdepan dengan kerugian, kesemua pekebun mengambil inisiatif menyertai
program khidmat sosial dengan membekalkan sayur-sayuran kepada rumah kebajikan, rumah anak yatim dan rumah orang tua
secara percuma.
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Kembong thriving up north

Fishermen bag huge haul thanks to marine phenomenon

By LO TERN CHERN
andylof@thestar.com.my

INDIAN mackerel are eNjOVIng a
fesst In e northeen end of the
Straits of Malacca, thanks 1o a
marine phenomenon causiig a
supwer concentrtion of phiytoplank-
tan andd 2oaplankton (w bloom,

Hundreds of thousands af tonnes
of the fish, locally known as
kembang, are forming huye
schaols and swimming around
all day to enjoy thelr feast of
planktanic Hife,

Ina statement, the Nshenes
Depanment sald than saeedlite
images showed thar since last
December, chlorophyll
concentrations about five nautical
mkles off Perlls, Kedah and Penong
had bheen exceedingly high.
indicating that the sea now has
A delicious plankion soup for
kembong,

“The chloraphyll concentration
will begin dropping after March
when the monseon starts.” said the
visheries Depariment, achling that
the phenomennn (s happening all
the wiy to India.

Hefore the movement comrol
order began, there was a frenzied
buying of kembong in many
Fishing villages in Redah,

Fishermen caught so many
kembang that they sold them for
Just RM1 per kg,

The Star sent o team in the
middle of March to Inspect the
buying craze and found a
(isherman giviug Iis kembong
away far free.

Fisherman Rosll Yunus, 50, was
seen at the Whispering F'ish Marke
In Kuala Muda, Seberang Pral,
with o big haul of abont 300kg of
kembong,

He hod just returied from Pulan
Sayak, less than Tke hom the
souhern Kedah coasillne.

Rosll sald he deployed his gill net
|ust onece during his trip 1o calch
the 300kg of kembong

“Todny I= Fricay sa 'm not
selling the fish. I'm just giving

“Corme, bring a bag and take
some,” Rosli called oul o the
crowd at the markes whilch has a
unique practice where prospective
huyers whisper thelr bi]:I\ 1o
fishermen, thux keeping the
fransactions confidential.

Drzens of other fishermen at the

Marketgoers at 1he beach getling fresh mackerel, This event was hefone the movement
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Rosli {second lelt) and his crew
members untanpling the fish from
the net at the Whispering Fish
Markel jeity. ~ Photos: ZHAFARAN
NASIB/The Star

Whispering Fish Macket also came
Back Lnden with kembong anid
were letting them go for just RM)
per kg,

OIF season. ketmbong can be
Priced at above KM20 per kg in wet
markets.

I01s sweet and has a fine feshy
lexture,

The fish alsn is essentind for
miking Fenang’s assam Jaksa

satp. This basket of fish is all mine, elalms a feline

rantrol otder was enforcod
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Rosli tieft) giving away the fish he caught with his crew
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