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118 green turtle eqgs found
on Port Dickson shores

SEREMBAN: The environment is
thriving in the absence of people as
seen with the discovery of turtle eggs
on the shores of Port Dickson. State
Fisheries Office via its Facebook page
has shared the finding of 118 green-
turtle eggs and another 110 more of an
unknown species. Its director, Halimi
Abu Hanip, said there were moreof
the eggs uncovered in the tourist spot,
and those found were brought to the
Ornamental Fish Centre here tobe
incubated for conservation. “In the
past, turtles had landed to nest at Port
Dickson beaches, but this was scarce
as these creatures were deterred by
\%pid development and bright lights.
hey would look for quiet spots. We
are locating them with the help of
those who'have been given permis-
sion to collect the eggs.” Bernama

——
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Sektor pertanian perlu
setara perindustrian

COVID-19 memberi impak amat

besar dalam pengurusan sosio- .

ekonomi negara. Negara terpak-
sa mencari jalan untuk memas-
tikan rakyat patuh Perintah
Kawalan Pergerakan (PKP), pada
masa sama, bekalan makanan
sentiasa mencukupi.

Pemerintah juga perlu mmemas-
tikan rakyat tidak panik teru-
tama berkaitan bahan makanan
gepanjang tempoh PEP Wa-
laupun Malaysia belum menga-
lami masalah kekurangan ms-
kanan, masibah COVID-19 perlu
dijadikan asas mengapa Mala-
ysia perlu membangunkan semu-
1a sektor pertanian.

Jika kita belajar daripada se-
jarah, Kepulauan Melayu dahulu
terkenal dengan sektor pertanian
di samping kegiatan perikanan.
Kebanyakan penduduknya ter-
tumpu di pinggir pantai dan kam-
pung. Boleh dikatakan kerajaan
awal seperti Majapahit, Srivijaya,
Kedah Tua dan Champa terkenal
dalam sektor agraria dan ma-

Sebelum merdeka, hasil utama
negara ialah pertanian. Hampir
70 peratus penduduk terbahit da-
lam sektor ini khususnya pena-
naman padi. Ketika penjajahan
British, ia masih kekal walaupun
terpaksa bersaing dengan getah
dan bijih timah. ]

Penanaman padi berjaya mem-
bekalkan makanan kepada pen-
duduk Tanah Melayu, sekali gus
kekal sebagai tamaman pertanian
utama hingga selepas kemerde-
kaan.

Kini Malaysia melangkah ke

hadapan dengan berkembangnya

Sehor perlunum periu dmﬂal semula dan dl’kembangkan agar mampu

bekalkan makanan kepada penduduk negara ini.

teknologi dan sektor perindus-
trian. Ini meletakkan pertanian
sebagai sektor kurang penting
dalam pembangunan ekonomi
negara. Kita terlalu memfokus-
kan pembangunan ekonomi per-
industrian, pembuatan dan pem-
binaan.

Bagi membangunkan sektor

ini, kita menukar tanah yang du-
lunya tanah pertanian kepada
projek perumahan dan perindus-
trian, Kini, kita sudah terbiasa
melihat tanah yang dahwunya
kawasan sawah menghijau ber-
tukar menjadi bangunan batu.
Oleh itu, negara banyak ber-
gantung bekalan makanan dan
hasil pertanian dari lnar. Namun,
sampai bilakah kita hendak ber-
gantung kepada negara luar un-

(Foto hiasan)

tuk membekalkan bahan maka-
nan, terutama beras yang men-
jadi makanan ruji?

Jika negara pengimport dilan-
da bencana alam seperti gempa
bumi dan kemarau mmpamanya,
mereka tidak dapat lagi mem-
bekalkan beras kepada kita. Apa-
kah tindakan kita dalam hal ini?

Tidak syak lagi, sektor perta-
nian perlu diangkat setara de-
ngan perindustrian. Pertanian
periu dinilai semula dan dikem-
bangkan agar mampu membe-
kalkan makanan kepada pendu-
duk negara ini.

.Banyak langkah boleh diambil

untuk memartabatkan semula’

sektor pertanian. Antaranya
inemperkembangkan penyelidi-
kan sektor pertanian.

Memang banyak penyelidikan
dihasilkan di institusi pengajian
tinggi, -tetapi kebanyakannya da-
lam bidang bicteknologi dan ke-
jurnteraan. Jika ada penyelidi-
kan dalam sektor pertanian; bi-
langannya sangat sedikit.

Justern, penyelidikan pertani-
an perin diperhebatkan agar pe-
nemuan baharu dapat menam-
bahkan hasil pertanian negara
ini. Kerajaan perlu mengadakan
inisiatif untuk meletakkan pe-
nyelidikan pertanian sebagai pe:
nyelidikan bertaraf tinggi, sekali
gus menarik penyelidik tempa-
tan dalam sektor pertanian.

Pihak berwajib perlu menam-
bahkan pusat pernbelajaran dan
pendidikan bagi melahirkan le-
bih ramai tenaga pakar dalam
sektor pertanian.

Malaysia tidak mempunyat -
universiti khas memartabatkan
sektor pemlman riegara. Ini me-
Aunjukkan iusan ne-
gara dalam membangnnkan per-
tanian yang membekalkan nia-
kanan unfuk rakyat terus hidup.

Bagi- memartabatkan pertani-
an, negara perlu mengangkat sel-
tor dan hasil pertanian sebagai
sumber ekonomi negara penting,
Tidak keterlaluan jika dikatakan
masyarakat sendiri meletakkan
sektor pertanian pada tahap ren-
dah dan tidak begitu penting ber-
banding sektor pembuatan dan
permdustrmn

Mentaliti ini perlu diubah ke-
rana kita suatu masa dahulu
ialah negara pertanian.

Dr Hasnah Hussiin,
Universiti Malaysia Pahang (UMP)
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Junz thanks
donors for aid to
Putatan, Tuaran

KOTA KINABALU: Tanjung Aru
assemblyman Datuk Junz Wong an
Wednesday recorded his appreciation
to good samaritans who stepped
forward La help thase in need during
the Movement Control Order.

“Rain Field Forest represented
by the Loi brothers on Tuesday and
Wednesday sent 2,000 packs of food
aid to RELA volunteers, Putatan and
Tuaran residents.

“Five-hundred packs were sent an
Tuesday, another 1,500 packs were
sent on Wednesday.

“There was rice, salt, cooking oil,
noadles, biseuits and other essential
things for families severely affected
by the MCQ.”

Junz, who is alsg Minister of
Apriculture and Food [ndustry said
he hepes Lo see Sabahans continue
stepping forward to help one
another.

“We can gvercome thiscrisisif we
continue helping one another.

Sabahans are known for our
hoespitality. | believe and hope to
continue seeing Sabahans stepping
farward to help one another.”

Black/white
18,290
54,870
54 cm?
RM 151
RM 452
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Malaysia has so far been fortunate that the Covid-19 crisis has notled lo a
severe food shortage in the country despite initial reports of panic buying after
the lockdown was announced.

Many people may be out of jobs, broke and hungry, but few are starving.

However, since the risk of getting infected with Covid-19 remains until a
vaccine against it is found and since no one can predict when life will return to
normal again, it would be wise for the government to pay serious attention to
food security.

In the past, millions in many countries have perished due to food scarcity. We
hope that Covid-19 will not go down as the country’s first ever natural disaster to cause widespread hunger.

We have heard reports of migrant workers and refugees in the country not getting enough food. But these are largely localised
issues and not comparable to the general lack of access to food seen in some parts of the world.

But the damage can be colossal if our war against this noxious virus escalates and we lose.

For this reason, the government cannot ignore the importance of the agriculture sector and of the country’s farmers and food
producers.

Despite the odds amid the various crises they have faced, farmers have not given up. They keep on delivering their produce.

Nevertheless, if the pandemic continues for long, the country should brace for a food shortage because many food producing
countries will stop exporting produce such as rice and other essentials. Vietnam has atready stopped exporting rice to give
priority to home consumption. Other countries may follow suit.

Malaysia imports most of its food from China, India, Thailand, Indonesia and New Zealand. The largest amount of money spent
on food imports in 2018 was for cereals at RM7.1 billion, followed by coffee, cocoa, tea at RM?7 billion and feedstock at RM5.9
billion

In the same year, the country also imported high amounts of vegetables (RM4.6 billion), fish and crustaceans (RM4.1 billion),
fruits (RM3.9 billion), meat (RM3.9 billion), sugar (RM2.8 billion) and dairy products (RM3.8 billion).

In 2019, the biggest amount spent, RM4.5 billion, was for coffee, cocoa, tea and spices. Imports from China alone cost RM3.1
billion.

Malaysia, the 22nd largest rice consumer in the world, farms its own rice but also imports 30% to 40% per cent of its
requirement. The country has about 500,000 tonnes of rice stocks and consumes 200,000 tonnes a month, according to data
from the Agriculture and Food Industries Ministry.

Malaysia has only enough rice to last two and a half months following Vietnam's decision to suspend its exports. Ve now have
to purchase rice from other countries, such as Pakistan, India, Myanmar and Thailand, but these countries are now more
concerned about their own food security.

Nevertheless, boosting agriculture products is not an overnight business. For instance, the country cannot produce rice
overnight to substitute for the tons of rice imported from other countries.

Our farmers have kept toiling on despite the many challenges they face. Currently, they are producing with whatever labour is
stilt available. They have roped in family members and non-farm workers who have become jobless by the lockdown.

Their resilience and endurance have to be appreciated. The nature of their work allows little rest or deferment and they have to
survive against all odds to make ends meet. They work full time, following the dictates of nature, managing their produce and at
times facing price risks.

In most cases, they will keep producing as long as their costs are covered and they can make enough money to run their
homes and finance their next crop cycle.

So as not to discourage them from continuing with their efforts, the government has to help sustain the demand for their
supplies and guarantee a market for farm produce.

There has to be assistance to farmers and fishermen, such as in the form of agricultural inputs to increase domestic production.
Food storage and distribution have to be enhanced to ensure sufficient food supply.

The country has to realign its agro-food sector as demand for food will only increase as the population grows. In fact a billion
ringgit's worth of imported fruits and vegetables can be planted locally.



In other words, farmers and the agricultural sector need mare government assistance so that food supply is not interrupted.

Perhaps tha government can look into some reforms in agriculture, such as those related to marketing, management of surplus,
access of farmers to institutional ¢redit and the freeing of the agriculture sector from various restrictions. If shouid also find
ways to revitalise the agriculture sector with modern technology.
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Parts of Selayang and Chow Kit placed under enhanced MCO, says Health
Ministry

PETALING JAYA: Two new areas in Selayang and Jalan Raja Bot have been placed
under the enhanced movement control order {MCO), says the Health Ministry.

According to the Health Ministry, the two new areas - Taman Wilayah and Taman
Desa Bakti in Selayang, and Jalan Raja Bot where the Chow Kit market was situated -
were sealed by the authorities early Tuesday (May 5) morning.

"The enhanced MCQ in the concerned areas began since predawn Tuesday (May 5),"
it said in a Facebook posting on May 5.

Meanwhile, Tatt Khalsa Diwan Selangor treasurer Mahinder Gill also confirmed that
the Gurdwara Sahib Tatt Khalsa Sikh ternple at the Chow Kit market, was sealed by the authorities.

"There is a bamicade around the temple premises.”
According to Mahinder, the temple is currently hosting 100 tourists from India who were stranded in Malaysia.
"Arrangements were made to fly them out. But with this barricade, we are concerned that they could miss the flight,” he said.

Mahinder said the temple has adequate food supplies to sustain the 100 tourists for the time being, but expressed concerned
that they wouldn't be able to reach out to donate food the vulnerable during the enhanced MCO.

At the same time, several viral messages circulated on social media saw the authorities placing barbed wire as barricades to
cordon off the areas.

On Monday, the Health Ministry said a new cluster involving 16 new local infections were found at the Chow Kit market.



