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Modernising agricuiture in Selangor

SHAH ALAM, June 6 — The Selangor Agro Icon is on the cards
as the state government plans to empower farmers to became
trainers in the agricuilture industry to increase and improve crop
production and yield, says Izham Hashim.

The State Public Amenities, Agriculturai Modernisation and Agro-
based Industry Committee chairman said the initiative aims to
train modern farmers and equip them with the latest technology
and farming knowledge.

“The objective of the programme is to identify 10 farmers who are
into medern farming in Selangor and turn them into teachers or
mentors to encourage more young participants in the agriculture
sector.

. "The Selangor Agor Icon is open to farmers eligible under the
regulatlons set by the agriculture committee. Farmers practising modern faming and proven to be successful would be
selected as an icon.

“The state government will audit and assist them in the form of financial schemes and they will mentor other farmers. We will
choose the icons from varicus categories which include crop cultivation, livestock production and fish farming,” he told Selangor
Journal in a recent exclusive interview.

The programme, which comes under the Selangor Agro Transformation Plan {PeTA), will be launched soon in collaboration
with the Selangor Agra TV.

"The plan is part of state government's effort to achieve the Smart Selangor 2025 goals,” he said.

Izham also revealed that the state administration is in the final stage to set up a centre of excellence (COE) for agriculture to
spur farm produce in the state.

"This is to help farmers in gathering skills and Research and Developments (R&D) in agriculture that would be expanded state-
wide.

“The COE will be tasked to get inputs from the Malaysian Agricultural Research and Development Institute {Mardi) and public
universities to enable farmers to upgrade and modernise their farms. At the moment, we are the midst of deciding on whether
to establish the COE under my commitiee or we |et it operate as a government-linked company," he said.
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Tough recovery journey ahead — Sabah Employers

KOTA KINABALLU: Sababh
Lmplovers Associion weloonies
the Economic Recovery Plan
<Penfa announeced by Prime
Minister Tan Sei Muhyiddin

Yassin an Friday.

This follow-up to the Economsic
Stimulus Packiage <Hrilarin :
marks the stige ol recovery fiw e
mation, in the tight against Covid-
14 and the calamity caused by it

*The revelition that to date
Prihatis’s multi- pronged budpet
T presersed 1227 maillion jubs
are cornrienidalsle. Despite
its direct liquidity injection to
encourage domestic consumpiion
wilhin the economy, the 2.8
pereent Gross Domestic Product
LGP growth or RMAG billios
resinlt achieved lrom pumping in
RAM 260 billion belies however the
apduous diallenges existing within
a stunted miarket, and the huge
monmentum required Lo kick-start
it

“SEA believes that there ave
three critical assistance puckiges
for businesses to rely on to
survive, aned *revover™: Wage
subsidy, M inancing, and Loan
DUTULOPNIS,

“Peniana package las extended
the Wage Subsicly Progrn by a
Funthet thrce months, togetler

Yap

with Hiring Training., Re-skill
Up-skill progranmies, which will
assist joh preservations furthey,
“The RM2 billion ML
Figmcing will be futile, s it
only serves LN SATS wilh
RMEAHOM00 cap each, and made
worse hy hanks” cherry picking
behaviors, Bank Negara <hould
not allow banks o dishurse,
bt pathuer through government
agengies with quota allocated by
shale, o easure T coverage tor
SMEs Uwoughout e country,
“Clavingly missing ave the
loan moeratorioms, which should

Iwe estended o Decenber 2020,
Many businesses ure sull (inding
Dzavel (o st oan o e, and
will be severely hit with the
{ounaing pressura (o pay on 1st
Uctober, By even halving e loan
repayments from Tat October to
end December 20200 will certainly
eiiible more breathing space 1o
reconer sustainabily,

“The etfectiveness of Penjuna
cnronly achieve so il for
the state of Sabah. With slowest
growih e of 3%, anmwongst
all states, and second higlhest
onemploynien! rate of 8% in
HiLS, Sabaly is not resthent against
iy econoiic shiocks, especially
oue with a magnitude as lavge as
Conad-14

SSabah is ditlerent than
other stutes, with upstream s
dowtistresm connud ity ecenonty
aned tourism services, [uis nwre
Laboun intensive, less technology
driven, s mosthy service driven.

“The states three economic
engines - OXG., plantation al
torisim have been impactad
perversely, taking out liree chunk
of GDI* and jobs during the last
twao months, SEA sees i twe
state government has hitherta not
breeat Clear willy detined stages ol
stiategization; fike the sy stagaes

of Resolve - Resilience - Restarl
- Recovery - Revitalize - Reform
s communicated by Federal
govertmment.

“Such bk ol plinning wifl
swee fra-fgehting sppraaches being
undertaken on sporadic manner,
Uhe state’™s Ministey of “rade
and Tredustey, and Ministiv of
Agriculture & Food Industry have
bacn notably workimg relentlessly
during this testing perod (o assist
the state’s SMIis, ver scemingly
working i isolated manners.

“Sectors that can be activited
ol higher gears to assist cconomic
recavery ave tiumber upstraun,
construction, ind distributive
trade with a ondguely eaptage:l
expert s kets of ZumBasul Ta
<Zamboanga - Basilan - Sulu
= Tawi Tawiy and Kalinzntan,”
sid SEA presidend, Yap Cheen
Boon said ina statement issued
vesterday, Yap said recont public
reflections by state nunister on
palm oil’s sciles tax, political detane
onillegal mensure for exaniples
were not the right step fopsad,

He pointed vut the state
guvernment needs 1o e
torthconung witli ats sexcio-
ecomomie plan for Sabaly's revivat
Irant o, G Decentber 2020,
and bevond,
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