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Tanjung Ipoh pioneers Sweet Corn Cultivation Project

KUALA PILAH The Sweet Corn Cultivation Project implemented by the Tanjung Ipah Area Farmers
Association (PPK) via its credit scheme, Supervised Farm Credit Scheme (SKLT} will be the pioneer
project for all PPKs nationwide in efforts to reduce dependency on imported food.

Deputy Agriculture and Food Industries Minister | Datuk Seri Ahmad Hamzah said the model used in
the Tanjung Ipoh project could increase farmers’ income while nurturing young entrepreneurs.

“SKLT is among the operational and product marketing planning models of projects managed by PPK
and is aimed at developing abandoned lands, instilling interest among youths to venture into
agriculture, reducing food imports, offset trade imbalance as well as helping the country’s economic
growth.

“At present, there are 80.9 hectares (ha) of corn crop in Tanjung Ipch, of which 38.45 ha are under
the SKLT involving 21 farmers including 15 young entrepreneurs,” he said after a working visit to the
project site here today.

Also present was Kuala Pilah Member of Parliament Datuk Eddin Syazlee Shith who is also Deputy
Works Minister.

Earlier, while reading the speech text of Agriculture and Food Industries Minister Datuk Seri Dr
Ronald Kiandee, he said the ministry always gave serious attention towards expanding the corn

farming project.

“The ministry via its Youth Agropreneur Unit and Agrobank would continue to support and provide
financing facilities to encourage more young people to venture into this field,” he said.

“This project can be a source of income for it has the potentials to be the country’s major
agricultural product as well as for downstream activities,” he added.

Source: BERNAMA News Agency
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Dept culls :
coral-eating
starfish

KOTA KINABALL: Efforts are ongoing to
destroy the Crown of Thorns (Cots)
starfish in Sabal's east coast waters
strete om Kunalk to Lahad Datu,
~Sabah Fisheries Department director
“Dr Ahemad Sndc'sa_lg his department
was trying (o ensure that the starfish
did not destroy healthy corals in the
area. He said the move was necessary as
It could pose & danger (o the marine
ccosystem i lelt unchecked.

He said some 350 Cots from the
seabed off Kunak and Lahad Datu were
destroyed earlier this week,

The Cots initiative wis undertaken
hy the state Fisheries Department to

rotect marine Nle in the waters of

ulav Stumpat, Tabawan and Blue
Haole, he said. Ahenad said the Fish-
eries Department was constantly mon-
itoring the situation in Sabah waters.

He said culling the coral-eatin
starfish with injection was the most ef-
fective method to control its outhreaks.

Semporna Fisheries Department of-
ficer Mohammad Rizal Socradji said the
exercise would benefit fishermen with
healthy coral life as well as make the
area dnattraction for tourists,

He hoped the programme would
also create greater public awareness on
the importance of marine ecosystem
consetvation efforts, - The Star
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No go for harmful products

Magis personnel conduct checks at Johor's entry points to protect the people, agricultural sector

By NELSON BENJAMIN
nelson@thestar.com my

fOHlJII BARU: All 16 entey points
nto Johar are closely imonitored,
with thorough checks on tmported
agriculiure lglrmlnc 1% 10 prevent
diseases and pests from harming
the people and the agricultural
ector.

Johor Malaysian Quarantine and
Inspection Services Departiment
IMargis) personned are the fromtiners
whn check on agriculiure products
being broughu in or taken oul of
the country.

Johor Matis director Nur Afllah
A Rahuman said stmblar o the
Covid-19 pandemic nt was
harmeul (o lanans, diseases ond
pesis could horm plants and
anlmaols.

“As such, we have 1o be vigilant
and prevent items that pose o risk
from entering the country,” she
explained during an interview,

She said am[u personnel wire
especiolly mon mﬂu:anl checking
on livestock brought into johor,

“Wee want 1o prevent vicuses
such as African Swine Fever,
African Horse Sickness and mango
seod wievil, a type of pest that
lives inside mongo seeds, from
being hrought in.

“We enaure the sneat, rits and
livestock mponed have permits
and healih certificates,” she said,
adding that for poultry o halaf
cettification frotn the couniry of
origin was o must as well,

“We ure being vigilomt el our
horders to prorect the agriculural
sector,

UWiruses and pest con be detr-
miental, with serious consequences
for all,” safd Nur Aflfali,

She noted that banana and papa-
yir farmers had been hit badly by
pests in the past,

Shie sald Maqls, formed (i 2008,
Was a aleslop centre comprising
five agenches under the Agriculture
and Food ndustey Ministry,

The agencies are Agriculiure
Deparunent, Vetecinary
Depurtment, Fishories
Deporiment (DO, Flaheries
Development Authority of
Malaysia and Federal Agricultural
.\1nrl:ullupf¥ Authority.

“Our role I8 1o carry out Inspec-
tions ut the border :rr?;, submit
findings 10 the relevant agencics os
they have the expertise or
lihomataries (o carry our tests and
take the required action,” sald Nur
Aifah,

She added dvt Mogis had
quatanilne centres ot KN

Niw Alifah says Magls Is belng vigilant a1 bordars to proteet Lhe
agricultural sector.

International Alrport, Venang,
Perlts and Kelontan,

On the 16 entry paints, Nur
Afifah said they included the iwo
land crossings at the Johor
Causewny ond Second Link, Senal
International Alrport and sta links
either vin ferry tenninals or ports
In Pasir Gudang, Stulung, Kukup,
Part of Tanjung Pelepas, Muar,

Butu Pahut, Tanjung Belungkor ind
Tunl];ml: Pengeliny
She

with forwarding agents involved In

sl Manis worked closely

the limpart nnd export of agricul:
tural products and livesinck,

30 [ar, woine of the cases detecl-

«d Involved Issuing voinpound
nolices,

“The ltetns were helng hrougit

Inwithout lport or export

permits and false declarations.
“We also had cases whure the

Import and export condltions or

crfqeglrumem were [ol tmet,” sbe
ed,

“When we flad threaty of disenses,
pests or contimination, the eims
are selzed ond nmedintely
destroyed.”

She sald &8 compound notlces
Tl Breen Issued so for thils year,
l.'nm!l:nrvd o 96 last year.

“Ihe compounds are between
HM1000 and KM50,000, depend-
Ing on the severity of the cases,”
she sald.

She highligheed that prior 1o
2009, legal action was lmmediane
Ly taken IFany Item was lound 1o
Jpose a risk.

“Magls belps 1o focilitute the
maverment of agviculiural items in
antl ot of the country.

“We tnspect and certity them
before they reach Custoims
ofllcers,” she explained,

Nur Aifah took over the depont-
et last year.

Prior to thar, she was altached 1o
DOV for 15 years

She sald the 72 personnel In
Mugls who worked round-theclock
al the entry polnts had basic
knowledge of agriculture.

Powered by: @isentia
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PENANG

MARINE iourlsm is hecoming more popular
among Malaysians, especially during the
recovery movement cantrol order (MCO).

Tourism Malaysia northern region direc-
tor Ahmad Husni Ahuanad Basri said together
with Tourism, Arts and Culture Minlstry
(Motac) and the Fisheries Departiment, they
were now organising various programines
on marine tourism for tour guides and travel
agencies in the country.

“Malaysia has many destinations for div-
ing and snorkelling and demand is increas-
ingdnow that interstate travel is allowed,” he
said.

He was speaking to reporters at the
“Tourism Knowledge Enhancement” pro-
gramme titled "Symblosis Between Tourisin
and Marine Environment."

The programme in Penang was organised

Zou Divers School and Northern Dive
Shop and attended by Motac officials, local
travel agencies, tour guides and tourlsm
industry players.
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Ahmad Husni;
Malaysia

has many
destinations
for diving and
snorkelling
and demand Is
rising now
that interstate
travel is
allowed.

It was held to explain the standard operat-
Ing procedures (SOP) concerning marine
tourism in Malaysia and convey informatlon
on marine tourism destinations.

Ahmnad Husnl said Pulau Songsong in Yan
district, Kedah, had heen identified as a
marine tourisim site,

More Malaysians keen on holidays with underwater activities

“Its underwater actlvities should be given
attention due to the richness of coral reefs
there,” he sald.

Meanwhlle, prograimme organiser and
scuba diving coach Zulhalrie Zulkiflee sald
the progromrne was meant to help industry
players to follow the SOP.

“Afler Interstate travel was allowed, [
found a lack of 5OP compllance at a jenty at 4
famaous tourist island,

“The jetty was packed with visitors. |
helieve it was hecause everyone wanted to
2o on holiday after months of confinement.

“1 hope cooperation can be fostered
among industry rlluyen: to prevent
overcrowding,” he sald.

Zulhairie suid more people were signing
up for scuba diving closses because they
were aware that underwater sport was sofe.

He said the scope of tourisim activities was
no longer limited to land as people also
wanted to be involved in sea-related activi-
ties, — Dernama
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