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KUALA LUMPUR: The Covid-19 pandemic, which
resulted in the closing of Malaysia's borders, has

oty
SIDANG

prompted the Ministry of Agriculture ond Food
Industries (Mafi) to raise the target for local rice

M EDIA production to 75 per cent in the future. Minister Datuk
KEE“&PJI&&QN Seri Dr Ronald Kiandee scid the higher local fice
DAN INDUSTRI
MAKANAN production will help the government reduce ifs
PR ] , .
- dependency on imported rice, especially from
&£ A
“ ¥ ® neighbouring countries. "Before this, we were
& = i 4 comfortable with a policy of 70 {per cent local)/ 30
& v (per centimported), and this will be increased to 75 per
“‘ ¥ ,. ‘ cent for the next coming years. We need to boost rice
: el production on a large scale,” he told the media when

commenting on Budget 2021 ol the Farmers' Crganisation Authority here yesterday. Kiandee was reported to
have said that the country's certified padi seed production by nine gevernment-accredited padi seed
producers is at 74,000 tonnes per season, compared to a nationwide demand of 72,000 tonnes by farmers.
When tabling the Budget on Nov 4, Finance Minister Tengku Datuk Ser Zafrul Tengku Abdul Aziz announced a
RM4.79 bilion allocation for Mafi, including RM3.28 killion in operating expenditure. Kiondee said several steps
had been identified to meet the 75 per cent target, including expanding the areas of rice cultivation, using
suitable fertiliser and improving irrigation systems to boost yield. “Rice production is different between arecs,
because of the dilference in soll fertility between the north and south, Tn Selangor, and Perak, for example. We
have aiso prepared some funds for soil profiling. “We hope that the private sector will get involved in large-
scale rice cultivation. This will hopefully boost the country's rice production and reduce cur dependency on
imported rice,” he said. Regarding the perception that the country's agriculture and fisheries industries are not
able to offer high incomes, Kiandee said his ministry was aware of the matter and various efforts have been
made fo attract youths to enter these sectors. “It's quite surprising that the agriculture and fishery sectors are
often linked o poverty, as these sectors are the best mechanisms in the effort to reduce poverty. “There is a lot
of empirical evidence showing that the best effort to eliminate hardcore poverly is by increasing agricultural
productivity o boost farmers' incomes, stabilising the country's food supply and providing cheap and easily
accessible food for the growing population,” he said. Kiandee said the ministry is always open to working with
any party, including govemment agencies, with unused land for development projects that can be utilised for
agricultural activities. Besides this, the state govemments have been asked fo resolve land issues in their
respective states so that the iand can be used for crops or to rear livestock, he said. Touching on meat
production, Kiandee said the Cobinet committee on food security recently discussed methods to reduce
dependency on imported meat, ensuring the couniry's meat supply and boosting the incomes of industry
players. "The committee has suggested establishing a National Ruminant Authorily to achieve these goals,
including increasing projecits to rear livestock such as cows, buffaloes and goats throughout the country," he

said, — Bernama
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AGRI MODERNISATION
TOBOOST FOOD SECURITY

NURACZIMMAH DAIM
KUALA LUMPUR
news@nst.com.my

HE modernisation of agri-

culture and fisherles is

among the focus of the 2021

Budget, with the agro-food
sector expected to grow 4.7 per cent
of next year's gross domestic product
(GDP).

Agriculture and Food Industries
Minister Datuk Serl Dr Ronald Kian-
deesald afthe development expendi-
ture of RM1.51 billion (ministry to
recefve overall budget of RM4.,79
Hlilion), RM150 million would be
allecated for the Vessel Modernlsa-
tlonand Capture Machanisation Pro-
gramme; and RMG0 million for the
medernisaticon of agro-food value
chains,

He said they were among the
ministry’s seven main initiatives,
which cost an overall RM410 mil-
lion, to improve productivity and
yield, boosting food security in the
country.

The other inltiatives, he sald,
included a community farming pro-
gramme, called Kebuniti, with an
allocation of RM30 million aimed
at benefiting 60,000 participants,
organic farming (RM50 million) for
1,000 communlity groups, as well as
the e-Satelitfarm programme (RM10
million) and matching grant of a
maximum RM30,000 for each Per-
tubthan Peladang Kawasan (PPK or
Farmers' Organisation), benefiting
294 PPK cornprising about one mil-
lion farmers.

He said PPK Kuala Langat had
zlteady implemented the e-Satelit
farm programme by combining
several entreprensurs under the
B40 group.

"The harvested agriculture
products have been marketed to
majot retail cutlets llke Glant,

MODERNISING
THE AGRICULTURAL
SECTO,R

Ecansave, Segi Fresh, My Farm Out-
let and Wholesale Market around
Selangor. PPK Kuala Langat will be
a model for other e-Satellite Farm
developmerits.

“This programme will also be

implemented [n line with the gov-~

ernment's asplration to develop the
agriculture sector towards Industrial
Revolution 4.0{1R4.0) with theusage
of the latest technology to assist
in Increasing productivity of agro-
food, minimlsing cost and [abour
while incrensing competitiveness
and product quality,” he said in an

Incentives

and aid would
also be distributed
to improve padi
yield by increasing

. productivity, quality

and efficiency,
while easing the
burden of farniers in
challenging times.”
DATUK SERI DR RONALD
KIANDEE

Agriculture and Food
Industries Minisler

( o T

BELANJAWAN

2¢

Subs!dresandi‘noemfuesforpadmrmmg nextyearhasbeen mcreasedbyRMSO
million to RM6S0 miilion.

interview.

He said the ministry, through the
Farmers' Organisation Authority,
would facllitate the implementation
of the programme to ensure every
member ofthe Farmers’ Organisation
of thelr llvelihood, hence Increasing
theshare of agro-focd in the market,

He sald the ministry’s nitiatives
would also cover an aquaculwire
expansion programme (RM1C mil-
lion and a maxlmum of RM20,000
matchinggrant foreach participant):
and high-impact and high-value
farming (RM100 rnillion) to be car-
ried out in collaboration with state
governments to develop the agricul-
ture and food industry.

Meanwhile, he said the ministry
would spend RM1.? billlon of the
RMB3.28 billion operating expendi-
ture for subsidies, Incentives and aid
for farmers and fishermen next year,

“Incentives and ald would also be
distributed to improve padi yield by
Increasing productivity, quality and
efficlency, whileeasing the burden of
farmers in challenging times.

“The ailocation for subsidles
and incentlves for padi farming for
the year 2021 has been increased

Yessel Modernisati e-batelit Farm
and:aptur:m 1 A]m Programme
M isati

Programmne RM10m

RM150m

=Matching grants of up
to RM30,000 for Farmers'

by RM50 million tc RM960 milllon
including RM40 million for ferti-
lisers for hill padi and RM570 mil-
lion allpcated for padi price. Some
300,000 padi farmersareexpected to
beneh|

L

“Meanwhile, fishermen’s living
allowance will be increased from
RM250 to RM300 monthly, with a
total of RM30 million to be spent
for this purpose, benefiting some
40,000 fishermen nationwide, The
government has decided to restore
the allowanee which was previcusly
reduced to helpthisgroupwhich was
also badly affected by the pandemlc.”

He said the government had also
announced micro-credit financing
under Agrobank which would pro-
vide more opportunities for small
and medium enterpriges, women
and youth.

Hesald the ministry would con-
tinue to ensure the agro-food sector
was restored at all levels of the food
value chain.

He sald the budget would greatly
help agro-food entrepréneurs to
recover and remain resllient so that
they could continve contributing to
the country.

RM1.5128

Increasing
yield through
technology

KUALA LUMPUR: The Agri-
culture and Food Industeies
Mlnistry aims to increase crop
product{vity through research,
optimising the uge of land and
technology. and encouraging
Iocals to join the industry.

Its mindster Datk Serl DrRon-
ald Kiandee said the ministry
was currently drafting the Bill of
PlantSeed Quality and amending
the Plant Variety Protection Act.

These two btlls, hesald, would
focus on produci ng quality seeds
and encouraging the production
of new plant varieties,

“Thegovernment hasdeclared
17 varieties of padl seeds since
2008 with 15 varieties produced
by the Malaysian Agricultural
Research and Development Instl-
tute{Mardl), and two varieties by
Unlversit] Kebangsaan Malaysia.

“The potentlal yield of all
the varieties of padi is between
slx and nine tonnes per hectare
depending an the locality and
management package used by
the growers.

Mardi bas also produced two
new varieries, MR 315 and MR
104." he sald, adding that the
new varleties were belng bred
and would be declared when
there were sufficlentseeds for the
2021/2022 maln season.

Hesald the ministry was com-
mitted to improve the production
of rice In the country through
R&D for new padl varieties,

“Tam confident with our active
interventlons the seed Industry
In Malaysia will grow and attract
more investments i seed pro-
duction and produce mare local
plant breeders,” he said, adding
that the government had plans
to review lts agrofood policy
and, among others, increase the
country's padl production o 75
percent.

2021 MINISTRY BUDGET
DEVELDPMENT

OPERATIONS 10TAL
RM1.2780 i

Aid for farmers,
fishermen:

» Financing of up to RMS mlllmn at a ra1e ar 3, 5% Organisations IPFfK].
for @ period of 10 years lo upgrade aquipment, s Purchase of agricultural
nets and vessels, equipment based on Lhe
Internet of Things.
» Benefit more than 294 PPKs
rofood Value e with a membership of nearly § Agricultyre ;i ] ]
Aquaculture - Chain Modernisation ; million fa.-mgrs_ and food » Vessal nlnqern{jsa110|| and caplure mechanisin
Expansion : Programme 4 = s industries pruqsralml‘rr;e'a!{r? 500 =%
P : T » ¢-Satelit larm programme #14710m
HM?E'M R"éom A’mﬂ fe ml{cement [ptus RH20,E00 tnax maiching grant)
m v « Funding of Up to RM1 million » Aquaculture expansion programme ift4
& Matching grants of up to RM20,000. ata rme%f 3.5%6 for a period of 10 years, oE’InﬂﬂlnlsaimnurangIKlnud value chams
& Micro entrepreneurs to purchase «Agricullural entrepraneurs to procure e g.- 'y u"m'"”"'tv farming (Kebunili :
equipmenit ta develop high-valire equipment and tachnalogy based an Industrial AAAAA Q . rga!m: agrecullure urajfcl i i ;
aquaculture Gvestock, Revalutian 4.0 IR&.0). = ) « Agrizullure and livestock (asming it/
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Malaysia aims to
raise rice production

Kiandee: Move will lessen dependency on imports

By JO TIMBUONG
Jotimbuong@thestarcom.my

PETALING JAYA: Malaysia wants
to ramp up efforts to padi
roduction so that the country will
more self-sufficient and ready 1o
face situations that may affect the
supply of the staple grain,

“The govermment aims to raise
production up to 75% to meet the
country’s needs,” sold Agriculture
and Food Industries Minister Datuk
Seri Ronald Klandee (pic),

He said Mﬂmﬁ would revisit
the 70:30 policy that determined the
amount of rice it i 5

“We have been comfortable with
producing 70% of our rice needs
and importing 30% of it for a while
but with our borders closed because
of Covid-19, we faced some ohsta-
cles in our rice imports,

“Becauss of this, we see a need to
hoost padi production on a larger
scale. Sg, we will revisit the 70:30
policy and see how we can provide
at least 75% of the country’s needs
ourselves in years to come to reduce
our dependency on imports,® he
sald. 2

In order to increase the country’s
rice yields, he said would
:ll:;e tolookinto %g pmdut;;-

in existing identify-
ing the right K:r%isem and rice
varieties 1o use, exal the irri-
gation systems and conducting sofl

pro
He said the ministry had already

Assistance a boost to farmers

AR T

BUDGET

A

By REMAR NGRDIN
remarnordin@thestar.com.my

JOHOR BARU: Vegetable and fruit
farmers here say the governments
emphasis on food security has given
them much hope for the future,

Yong Peng Vegetable Farmers
Association chalrman Cheng Tal
Hoe sald generally, Budget 2021 was
a good one for farmers.

“Itis a ﬂ.mlhnt the government
Is serious about food security and
improving the food supply chain In
the country.

year, the budget for the

“Each
tural industries
S e
adl, r, 0 an|
E&dmﬂes.’ he msalm e

said current d i for

;o

D

el aside funds to conduct soll pro-
ﬂ.llraﬁ 10 set up a systematic to
fe mmmhapeso boost-

Ingpadipr .

Kiandee said this was done on
tap of efforts to mechanise and
automate- the sector, adding thar
Malaysin had the

to
ié\;g:mﬂs rice production capabilf-

“We may not have hig land areas
like Viemam or Thaidand but in
terms of yield production, we are

hi%er.”hesaid.
andee said the ministry’s

RM4.79bil allocation In Budget 2021
would belster efforts to increase the
country’s padi preduction.

Out of that amoun, he said
RM3.28bil had been set aside for
operating expenditure, where
abaut RM1.7bil would be nsed for
incentives and subsidies to assist
farmers and fishermen.

Much-needed aid: Cheng said funds

Such initatives and aid assls-
tance were aimed at stre
thf” couniry’s cumpaugvmm in
padi production as well as
the burden of farmers and 1351'101‘?'\“1“8
mem, he said

He added that RM960mil had also
Leen set aside to subsldise and
incentivise rice preduction and that
RM40mil had heen allocated for
subsidies assistance for hill rice fer-
tilisars,

“This i5 a new form of subsidy for
hill rice farmers and could be bene-
ficial ta about 3,000 rice farmers,”
he said.

Separately, Kiandee said -the
Cabinet Commitree on Food Security
had also decided to establish a
National Ruminant Council to less-
&n the country’s dependency on
imported meat. .

He said about RMi00mil had
been allocated under Budget 2021
toas_:;“is‘llfllsh-im l_ﬁ.um‘i high-value

ture and fa rojects
which include the :msmm]: indus-
try but the government could not
do it along. :

“We will require participation
and support from the private sector
to help bogst our meat production.

“The can help by draft-
ing policles that will enable the
development of this sector but the
private sector needs to invest 1o
help enhance the counl meat
that
the country imported about 76% of
its meat requirements.

the farming community whom he sald were affected by the pandemic.

ment allocated RM1.7bil in the form
of subsidies, assistance and fncen-
tives to farmers and fishermen
under Budget 2021,” he sald.

He said the government needed
to reach out to farmers Living in
rural areas,

_ The 55-year-old sald he had been

food was not the same as 30 years
ago where a hectare of land could
feed five penple,

“In today’s farming, a hectare has
to feed 20 people,” he painted out,
a He sald m&snmw to the

armers wo! p farming
community whom he sald were
affected by the Covid-19 pandemic.

Potato and sweet turnip farmer
Wity Kim Tack said the government
should upgrade Its data on local
farmers.

“We are grateful that the govern-

n g potal andésweumunﬂpiur
& past 40 years and selling them to
mﬁﬁlw‘;lﬂ]e market and food
factories in Kota 5

“1 used to supply potato and
sweet urnip to 10 small factories
Im:m! duT\Il; the rﬁmle,lmi:v
s to ol t factories” he
uﬂ 3‘alld.'tll.m; that the amount for
orders was also lower and the sur-
plusdhur:soldlnmarkmamcheap-
er

D

Frult and vegetable farmer Mohd
Amir Wagiman, 36, said the govern-
ment's assistance was helpful in the

ftems to increase thelr productivity.
Amir also sajd the pandemic
brought “good and bad to the farm-

“While the price of fruits has
taken a beating due to poor demand
from re, the price for vege-
tables has gone up as the import
&o& Fﬁhnd has been reduced,”
he

Malaysin  Fruit Farm
Assoclation |5 hoplng that the
BM6&0mil allocation under the
Agrofood Value Chain Moderni-
sation Programme will focus on
research and development for
downstream frult products,

Its youth chairman, Francis Hong;
sald such initiatives would help 1o
expand the market share and

Bl BGEr

EMPOWERING THE AGRICULTURE SECTOR

Impactful and high-value agricutture and farming projects

Aflocatfon: RM100mi

@ In collaboration with state g
high-value farming projects

RM2a0mil

RM570mil

allow local fruits 1o penetrate other
markets with strict import prote-
cols:

“For example, to date, we can
export frozen durian to Ching, which
I5 one of the seven fruits that can
enter the Chinese market other than

pineapple, coconut, a, water-
melon, b

its t0 [mpfement

Allocation: RMEOmIl
® Provide agricuttural entreprencurs with
funding of up to RM 1wl at a rate of 3.5%

for a periad of 10years ko proowe

# Funding of up to RMSmill at a
rate of 3.5% for a period of
10years to upgrade
equipment, nets and
. vessels

RiM40mil

[

HMASLinil

Federation of \?:lgetuble Farmers
Assoclation of Maldysia president
Lim Ser Kwee sald he the
suw.rnrxmm Nt‘:llfn! subsidise the
cast of o, convergence
4.0 (IR4.0),

“The Vessel Modernisation and

*So, we hope through such initia-
tives, more varieties with longer
shelf life can be exported not

to China but to other tnmrmug.ﬂ'

markets,” he said.
_He also hoped that the govern-
Rrtighing he s 0 the i
& to
East and European countries.

and Agrofood Value Chain Moder-
nisatlon Programme introduced by
the government are important as
the cost of modern &:mmg is
expensive,

“We hope the government will
fine-tune the method of channelling
the allocations to enable more
farmers to access the ald,” he said.



MAFI optimis
capai kadar
pengeluaran beras
tempatan sebanyak
75 peratus

Oleh NORSHAHZURA *

MAT ZUKI

KUALA LUMPUR
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ementerian Pertanian
dan Industri Maka-
nan (MAFI) optimis
untuk mencapai pe-

- ningkatan kadar pengeluaran

beras tempatan kepada 75 pe-
ratus’ dalam' tempoh beberapa
tahun akan datang bagi mengu-
rangkan kebergantungan im-
port negara.
Menterinya, Datuk Seri Dr
Ronald Kiandee berkata, kadar
pengeluaran beeas ketika ini ada-
lah pada 70 peratus dan sebanyak
30 peratus membabitkan import
Menurutnya, polisi kerajaan
sejak sekian lama dengan 70 pe-
ratus pengeluaran beras tempatan
dan 30 peratus diimport menja-

dikannya selesa dengan polisi

berkenaan.

“Penutupan negara dan sedi-
kit halangan untuk mengimport
beras pada masa pmdermk ko-
ronavirus (Covid-19) ini meng-
ajar kita untuk rielihat dasar ini,
karni télah diminta untuk metan-
cakkan penanaman padi berska-
1a besar untuk mengurangkan

import.

“Polisi 70:30 ini peﬂu dinilzi
semula dan kita menyasarkan
dalam tempoh beberapa tahun
lagi pengeluaran beras negara
akan mencapai 75 peratus. Kalau
kita mahu meningkatkzn penge-
luaran beras negara, kita mem-
berikan tumpuan lebih kepada
industri i secara keseluruhan,”
katanya.

Beliau berkata demikian
pada sidang aklibar khas menge-
nai Belanjawan 2021di Bangu-
nan Lembaga Pertubuhan Pela-
dang (I.PP) di sini semalam.

Ronald berkata, MAFI akan
berusaha memastikan pengelua-
ran penanaman padi secara ber-

skala besar dan penggunaan -

pelbagai mekanisme serta auto-
masi mampu ditingkatkan pada
masa akan datang.

~*Untuk mencape] sasaran it,
ia akan melibatkan peningkatan
pengeluaran daripada jelapang
padi, penggunaari baja yang ber-

sesuaian, jenis padi dan sistem -

pengairan serta tanah yang ber-
sesuaian yang akan meningkat-
kan pengeluaran padi berban-
ding sekarang.

“Kalau kita lihat pengeluaran
beras padi berbeza di setiap ka-
wasan disebabkan oleh kesubur-
an tanah yang berbeza di antar
negeri di kawasan utara, selatan,
Selangor, Perak, Pahang dan se-

gainya.

“Jadi kita telah memperun-
tukkan sebahagian dana untuk
kesuburan tanah dan jika diban-
dingkan dengan negara lain dari
segi pengeluaran mungkin kita
agak ketinggalan tetapi kita me-
lihat negara ldin mengeksport
lebih banyak beras ke negara luar

Timbalan Mesvtst! MAF Il, Datuk Che Abdullah Mat Naw! (dua dad kirl) melawat ldiang beras.

disebabkan oleh kawasan tanah
yang besar, contohnya seperti
Vietnam dan Thailand mempu-
nyai kawasan tanah yang besar
tetapi dari segi hasil pengeluaran
kita lebih tinggl,” katanya.

Rancak sektor pertanian

Menurut Ronald, kerajaan
Jjuga memperuntukkan sebanyak
RM4.79 bilion untuk MAFI terus
merancakkan sektor pertanian
dan industri makanan dalam Be-
lanjawan 2021.

“Peruntuken itu termasuk
bagi tujuan perbelanjaan mengu-
rus (OB) sebanyak RM3.28 bi-
lion dan Ecrbeianjwn pembangu-
nan (DE) sebanyak RM1.5]
bilion.

“Insentif dan bantuan yang
akan dibeiikdn juga antara lain
akan memngkﬂtkan daya saing
pengeluaran padi dan bezas me-
nerusi peningkatan produkiviti,
kualiti dan kecekapan selain me-
ringankan beban mereka khusus-
nya dalam keadaan el«mmm yang
mencabar masa ini,” katanya. .

Beliau berkat, jumlah sub-
sidi-dan insenti¥ vahg diterima
pada tahun 2021 telah meningkat

‘sebanyak RM50 juta berbanding

tahun sebelum ini iaitu RM960
juta untuk subkidi dan insentf
tanamén padi, RM570 juta untuk
insentif harga padi dan RM40
juta subsidi baja padi bukit.
“Keseluruhan subsidi dan
ingentif yang diterima bagi sektor
padi akan memanfaatkan

300,000 pesawah di seluruh ne-

gara,” katanya. )
Katanya, MAFI juga telah
menerima peruntukan sebanynk
RM410 juta bagi pelaksanaan
tujuh inisiatif utama faitu Pro-
gram Kebun Komuniti atau Ke-
buniti dengan peruntukan RM30

juta dan Projek Peitanian Orga-
nik dengan peruntukan RMS0

uta.

“Program Ladang e-Satelit
pula menerima peruntukan ber
Jjumlah RM10 juta secara geran
padanan sehingga maksimum
RM30,000 bagi setiap Pertubu-
han Peladang Kawasan (FPK)
dan Program Pemodenan Vessel
dan Mekanisasi Tangka
ngan peruntukan RM150 juta

“Program Pemodenan Ran-
taian Nilai Agromakanan de-
ngan peruntukan masing-masing
sebanyak RM60 juta di bawah
Agrobank dan Program Pengem-
bangan Akuakultur dengan per-
untukan RM10 juta serta Projek
Pertanian dan Penternakan Ber-
impak dan Bernilai Tinggi de-
ngan peruntukan RMI100 juta
dilaksanakan melalui kerjasama
dengan Kerajaan Negeri bagi
memajukan lagi pembangunan
sektor pertanian dan industri
makanan,” katanya:

Beliau berkata, kerajaan juga
telah mengumumkan Skim Pem-
biayaan Mikrokredit di bawah
Agrobank yang akan memberi-
kan lebih banyak peluang kepa-
da perusahaan kecil dan seder-
hana (PKS} golongan wanita
dan muda

“Kementerian akan terus
memainkan peranan penting da-
fam melaksanakan Belanjawan
2021 dengan efektif bagi memas-
tikan sektor agromakanan dapat
pulih dengan segera di ‘setiap
peringkat rantaian makanan.

“Belanjawan ini akan dapat
membantu keseluruhan sektor
¢konomi termasuk pengusaha

‘agromakaian watuk kembali

pulih dan terus menyumbarig
kepada industri agromakanan
negara,” katarya, -
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MAFI optimis capai peningkatan kadar pengeluaran
tempatan dalam tempoh beberapa tahun akan datang bagi
mengurangkan

beras

kebergantungan fmport negara.

Oleh 8ri Ayu
Kartika Amxi
kartilka@hmetro.com.my

Kuaia Lumpus

ementerian Pertani-
an dan Industri Ma-
kanan (Mafi) optimis

tan kadar pengeluaran beras
tempatan kepada 75 peratus
dalam tempoh beberapa ta-
bun akan datang bagi me-
ngurangkan  kebergantu-
ngan import negara. i

Menterinya, Patuk Seri
Dr Ronald Kiandee berkata,
kadar pengeluaran beras ke-
tika ini adalah pada 70 pe-
ratus manakala 30 peratus
membabitkan import be-
ras.

Katanya, berikutan pan-
demik Covid-19 dan penu-
tiapan sempadan negara, ia
memberi sedikit halangan
terhadap beras untuk ma-—
suk ke negara ini.

“Era Covid-19 ini menga-
jar kita untuk melihat se-
mula dasar ini, malah kami
diminta merancakkan pe-
nagnaman padi secara ber-
skala besar bagi mengu-
rangkan import.

“Polisi kerajaan bagi 70
peratus pengeluaran beras
tempatan dan 3¢ peratus
import sejak sekian lama
menjadikan kita selesa.

“Justeru, polisi 70:30 ini
perlu dinilai semula dan
kami menyasarkan dalam

Nilai semula

polisi 70:30

unuk mencapal peningka- Marff rangka strategi capai pengeluaran
beras tempatan kepada 75 peratus

Era Covid-19 ini
mengajar kita untuk
melihat semula dasar
inl, malah kami diminta
merancakkan
penanaman padi secara
berskala besar”

Dr Ronold Miondee

tempoh beberapa tahun lagi
pengeluaran beras negara
akan mencapai 75 peratus.

“Kalau kita mahu me-
ningkatkan pengeluaran be-
ras negara, kita perlu beri
tumpuan lebih kepada in-
dustri ini secara keseluru-
han,” katanya pada sidang
media khas di sini, sema-
lam.

Menurutnya, Mafi akan
berusaha memastikan pe-
ngeluaran penanaman padi
secarz berskala besar dan
penggunaan pelbagai meka-
nisme serta automasi di-
tambah baik bagi mening-
katkan pengeluaran beras
pada masa akan datang,

Ronald berkata, ini ter-
masuk penggunaan baja, je-
nis padi, sistem pengairan
dan tanah bersesuaian.

“Kalau kita lihat penge-
luaran beras padi berbeza di
setiap kawasan disebabkan
oleh kesuburan tanah yang
berbeza di kawasan utara,
selatan, Selangor, Perak, Pa-
hang dan sebagainya.

“Jadi kita sudah mem-
peruntukkan  sebahagian
danauntuk kesuburan dana,
Jika dibandingkan dengan
negara lain, dari segi pe-
ngeluaran, mungkin kita
agak ketinggalan.

“Tetapi, kita melihat ne-
gara lain mengeksport lebih
banyak beras ke negara luar
disebabkan kawasan tanah
vang besar, contohnya se-
perti Vietnam dan Thailand
mempunyai kawasan tanah
yang besar, tetapi dari segi
hasil pengelnaran kita lebih
tinggi,” katanya.

Sementara itu, beliau ber-
kata, kerajaan jiiga mem-
peruntukkan RM4.7¢ bilion
untuk Mafi bagi terus me-
rancakkan sektor pertanian
dan industri makanan da-
lam Belanjawan 2021."

Katanya, peruntukan itu
termasuk bagi tujuan pet-
belanjaan mengurus (OE)
sebanyak RM3.28 bilion dan
perbelanjaan pembangunan
1(Dl:-:) sebanyak RMuis1 bi-
ion.
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Dana RM4.79b lonjak produktiviti petani,
penternak dan nelayan serta usahawan tani

BELANJAWAN
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Oleh Mahani Ishak
am@hmetro.com.my

Kuala Lumnpor

eruntukan  Belanja-
wan 2021  sebanyak
RMa.70 bilion kepada
Kementerian Pertanian dan
Industri Makanan (MAFI)
memperkasakan lagi sektor
pertanian serta industri ma-
kanan negara yang berdepan
kesan pandemik Covid-19.
Menteri Pertanian dan In-
dustri Makanan, Datuk Seri
Dr Ronald Kiandee berkata,
jumlah yang diterima itu
merangkumi  perbelanjaan
mengurus (OE) sebanyak
RM3.28 bilion dan perbelan-
jaan pembangunan (DE) xe-
banyak RMu.51 bilion.
Beliau berkata, MAFI akan
memberi tumpuan kepada
usaha memadenkan aspek
pertanian  dan  perikanan
yang menjadi fokus dalam
pembentangan belanjawan
baru-baru ini dengan sektorx
pertanian  diunjurkan, me-
nyumbang 4.7 peratus Ke-
luaran Dalam Negara Kasar
(KDNK) tahun depan.
“Feruntukan pernbangu-
nan diberikan juga Jebih
tinggi berbanding tahun se-
belumnya menunjuldkan ke-
prihatinan kerajaan kepada

DR Ronald
pembangunan sektor agio-

makanan sebagal sektor
ckonomi yang penting ne-
gara sekali pus memastikan
kebajikan petani, penternak
dan nelayan sérta usahawan
tani terus dipelihara,
“Insentif dan bantuan b
antara lain akan meningkat-
kan daya saing pengeluaran
padi dan beras menerusi pe-
ningkatan produktiviti, kua-
liti dan kecekapan selain
meringankan beban mereka
khususnya dalam keadaan
ekonomi yang mencabar
masa ini” katanya pada si-
dang media khas, semalam.
Katanya, pelbagai insentif
dan bantuan yang diumum-
kan akan melonjakkan dava
saing pengeluaran padi dan
heras menerusi peningkatan
produktiviti, kualiti dan ke-
cekapan selain meringankan
beban rakyat dalam iklim
ekonomi mencabar masa ini.
Ronald berkata, jumlah
subsidi dan insentif diteri-
ma pada 20z1 meningkat

BMso juta berbanding se-
belum ini iaitu RMg6o juta
subsidi serta insentif tana-
man padi fermasuk RM40
juta subsidi baja padi bukit
Han RMsjo juta untuk in-
sentif harga padi.

“Keseluruhan subsidi dan
insentif bagi sektor padi
akan tnemanfagtkan
300,000 pesawah di selurch
negara,” katanya.

Beliau berkata, golongan
nelayan  akan menerima
Elaun Sara Hidup Nelayan
menetusi peruntukan RM3o
juta, membabitkan pening-
katan elaun daripada RMzs0
kepada RM300 sebulan bagi
setiap nelayan.

Pertambsahan itu katanya,
akan memanfaatkan kira-ki-
13 40,000 nelayan dan ini
usaha kerajaan mengemba-
likan elaun yang sebelum ini
dipotong.

Berhubung tujub inisiatif
utama MAFI menerusi pe-
runtukan RM4ic juta, Ro-
nald berkata, pihaknya akan
melaksanakan Program Ke-
bur: Kormuniti atau Kebuniti
menerusi peruntukan RM3o
juta yang balal memanfa-
atkan 60,000 peserta,

MAFI juga katanya akan
memastikan Program La-
dang e-Satelit dapat dijaya-
kan dengan sebaik mungkin.

Untuk tujuan itw, pihak
kementerian mendapat pe-
runtukan RMio juta secara
geran padanan schingga
maksimum RMzo,000 bagi
setiap Pertubuhan Peladang
Kawasan (PPK),
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GOLONGAN muda disaran melibatkan dirl dalam pertanian ekoran bidang tersebut mampu membawa
pulangan lumayan. - GAMBAR HIASAN/UTUSAN -

Galak belia terlibat sektor pertanian

SAUDARA PENGARANG,

PANDEMIK Covid-19 telah menjejaskan ban-
yak sektor sehingga ribuan rakyat kehilangan
mata pencarian. Ini menyebabkan mereka
yang kehilangan dan masih mencari peker-
jaan menjadi buntu.

Justeru, terdapat beberapa saranan supaya
golongan belia menceburi bidang pertanian.

Ini kerana bidang itu dilihat lebih kukuh dan

berkembang berbanding sektor lain yang
terjejas teruk.

Malah, kerajaan menerusi institusi
kewangan seperti Agro Bank menyediakan
kemudahan pembiayaan khusus disasarkan
kepada usahawan muda dalam sektor
pertanian untuk menghasilkan pendapatan
progresif dan berdaya saing.

Teknologi moden yang banyak
dibangunkan juga memudahkan petani

untuk menguruskan ladang atau kebun,
selain mampu meningkatkan hasil tani.

Golongan petani muda tidak lagi harus
kerap ke kebun atau ladang, sebaliknya boleh
memantau hasil tani melalui teknologi sedia
ada seperti satelit. Jadi, tiada alasan untuk belia
memandang rendah sektor pertanian. '

Oleh itu, pertubuhan serta persatuan
khususnya berkaitan belia dan pertanian
harus sentiasa menggalakkan mereka

untuk menceburi sektor yang mampu
mendatangkan hasil lumayan.

Selain itu, pertubuhan dan persatuan
tersebut juga harus menyuntik semangat
belia dengan membimbing mereka mengenai
cara menguruskan ladang secara terancang,
sistematik dan teknik pemasaran yang baik.

~ ZARUL
Selangor
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