LAPORAN LIPUTAN MEDIA HARIAN
RABU 1 JUN 2022

BIL TAJUK KERATAN AKHBAR KEMENTERIAN / JABATAN / AGENSX
1. SIN CHEW DAILY -ONLINE KEMENTERIAN PERTANIAN DAN INDUSTRI MAKANAN {MAFI)
2. NANYANG SIANG PAL -ONLINE
3. BEKALAN AYAM SELURUH NEGARA SEMAKIN STABIL, NASIONAL, 5H -5
4. BEKALAN AYAM KEMBALI STABIL, DALAM NEGERI, UM -5
5. BEKALAN AYAM STABIL, LOKAL, HV -8
6. BEKALAN AYAM MULA KEMBALI STABIL SEJAK 10 HARI LALU, NEGARA, KOSMO -2
7. FOOD PRICES SOAR BY 60 PCT, GUANG MING DAILY -ONLINE LEMBAGA PEMASARAN PERTANIAN PERSEKUTUAN (FAMA)
8. COMMENT FROM STATE ASSEMBLYMEN, KWONG WAH YIT POH -ONLINE

9. RM50 ONLY ENOUGH TO BUY 2 CHICKENS, SIN CHEW DAILY -ONLINE

10. | SISA ISIRUNG MAMPU STABILKAN BEKALAN AYAM, NASIONAL, SH -5 LAIN-LAIN
11. | ADA SAYUR NAIK HARGA LEBIH 50 PERATUS, LOKAL, HM -8

12. | PENTERNAK MAHU JUAL AYAM HIDUP LEBIH RM8 SEKILOGRAM, MUKA DEPAN,
KOSMO -1

13. | HARGA AYAM MAMPU CECAH RM15, NEGARA, KOSMO -2

14. | EXPERTS: MORE EFFECTIVE MEASURES NEEDED TO ADDRESS RISING FOOD
PRICES, SUPPLY HICCUPS, BORNEO POST (KUCHING) -ONLINE

15. | JUALAN AYAM MURAH MULAI 1 JUN, SELANGOR KINI -ONLINE

16. | LEMBU KORBAN DI KELANTAN LEBIH MURAH, DALAM NEGERI, UM -31

17. | BEKALAN AYAM DI PERAK MENCUKUPI, NEGERI PERAK, SH -26

18. | EMPAT FAKTOR KENAIKAN HARGA SAYUR, NASIONAL, BH -7

19. | 'HARGA TIMUN NAIK HAMPIR SETIA HARI SEJAK RAYA', NASIONAL, BH -7

20. | HANYA BOT GALAH MENJADI PENGHUBUNG, NASIONAL, SH -19

21. | JAMBATAN TELUK RENJUNA ANTARA AGENDA UTAMA DI TUMPAT - CHE
ABDULLAH, NASIONAL, SH -19

22. | PRICES GO UP AT WET MARKETS, WITHOUT BORDERS, THE SUN -3

23. | CEILING PRICE FOR CHICKEN MUST STRIKE A BALANCE FOR FARMERS,
CUSTOMERS, LETTER, NST -14

24. | 'STOP EATING CHICKEN', MUKA DEPAM, NST -1

25. | BAD WEATHER AFFECTING FISH SUPPLY, NEWS, NST -4

26. | ABSTAIN FROM EATING CHICKEN THIS MONTH, FOMCA URGES CONSUMERS,
NEWS, NST -4

27. | 'CHECKS ON VEGGIE PRICES ONGOING', NEWS, NST -5

28. | 'IT'S HARD TO SELL GREEN NOW', NEWS, NST -5

29. | TRADERS UNEASY OVER SPIKE IN PRICE OF FRESH PRODUCE FROM CAMERON
HIGHLANDS, NEWS, NST -5

30. | CHICKEN AT DOUBLE THE PRICE, NATION, THE STAR -7

31. | KIANDEE: GROCERS CAN MEET DEMAND FOR CHICKEN, NATION, THE STAR -7
32. | BESULF-SUFFICIENT, MUKA DEPAN, THE SUN -1
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UNIT KOMUNIKASI KORPORAT
KEMENTERIAN PERTANIAN DAN INDUSTRI MAKANAN
(UNTUK EDARAN DALAMAN MAFI, JABATAN DAN AGENSI SAHAJA)
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‘Ada sayur naik harga lebih 50 peratus’

Koala Terengganu: Tinja-
uan dijalankan di Pasar Cha-
bang Tiga di sini, semalam
mendapati, beberapa jenis
sayur dan bahan mentah
mengalami ketiaikan harga
| sehingga lebih 50 peratus.
Kenaikan harga itu me-
nysbabkan pemaga herde-
pan kesukaran untuk men-
jual berikutan rungutan
pengguna  yang berdepan
dengan isu kenaikan harga

. berapa jénis .
1_ Tinjauan mendapati, H-

TARIKH
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min hatang mengalami ke-
naikan harga mendadak apa-
bila semalam, ia dijual pada
harga RM6 sekilogram.
Peniaga, Norhazana Ha-
run, 39, berkata, harga ti-
mun batang naik setiap hari
sejak Aidilfitri dan hari ini,
harga daripada pemborong
sahaja mencecah RM45 un-
tuk 10 kilogram (kg).
Norhazana yang sudah 22
tahun berniaga di pasar itu
berkata, sebelumn Aidilfitri,
timun batang 1okg hanya
RM18 hingga RM20 sahaja.
“Selain timun batang, har-
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ga cili api Siam tyrut naik
iaitu RM29 sekilogram ber-
banding RMiz hingga RM13
selﬂlogram gebelum peraya-

Kenaﬂm.n harga menye-
babkan peniaga mengalami
kesukaran unfuk menjual.
Namun, sebilangan besar
pengguna tidak merungut
kerana sudah roemahami
isu harga makanan asas se-
karang seperti ayam yang
sehingga kini masih pada
harga RM12 sekilogram,” ka-
tanya yeng berasal dari
Kampung Palob.

Katanya, selain tiroun ba-
tang dan cili api Siam, sawi
Siam meningkat kepada
RM6 sekilogram manakaln
sawi kampung pula dijual
pada harga RM3 sekilogram
berbandlng sebelum Aidil-
fitri iaitu RM4 hingga RMe
sekilogram,

Bagi sayuran lain sepertd
hendi, kacang panjang, kubis
bulst dan terung, tidak ber-
laku kenaikan malah harga
sayuran berkenaan ada yang
stabil selain adz yang sedikit
turun betbanding sebelum
perayaan.

MMDMMthmhnmﬁﬂammmmmmmMmﬂwmlwmm
Manjung, semalam.

Bekalan ayam stabil

Tiada kekurangan ketara di seluruh negara sejak 10 hari lalu

Oleh Noor Hidayah

- Tanzizi

am@hmetro.com.my
Manjung

Eknlnn ayam didapati
kembali stabil dan
tiada kekurangan ke-
tara di pasar basab seluruh
negara sejak 10, hari lal,
Menteri Pertanian dan [n-
dustri Makanan, Datuk Seri
Dr Ronald Kiandee berkata,
pemerhatian bekalan itu tu-
rut merangkumi pasar tani
dan pasar raya dalam tem-
puh sama.

“Saya melihat sejak 10 ha-
1i ini tiada sebarang kekwu-
rangan ketara bekalan ayam
di pasar raya, pasar tani dan
pasar lain. Mungkin pengu-
saha ternakan ayam sudah
mengambil tindakan yang
perlu untuk memastikan
bekalan keperluan 1.8 juta
hingga 2 juta ayam sehari

mampu dibekalkan” kata-
nya katanya kepada pem-
berita selepas mengadakan
lawatan ke pusat ternakan
ayam Dinding Poultry De-
velopment Centre (DPDC)
Segari di sini, semalam.
Menurutnya, keputusan
kerajaan menghenti-

naikan harga dengan ban-
tuan subsidl kerana jika ti-
dak harga ayam munghn
akan mencecah RMio hing-
ga M sekilogram,

“Harga ayam ditentukan
faktor kos input tetapi ke-
rajaan memutuskan harga
siling ayam pada ka-

kan eksport ayam ‘ " dar RM8.90 seki-
bermula  esok logram  dan
il Kitojug
bekalan  ayamn memberhentikan  FEETSPERIR
di pas;l‘an eksport ayam subsidi,” kata-
tempatan dipe- ika ini nya.

nuhi sepenuh- k;‘::;fn::' Ronald ber-

nya.

“Kita juga mem-
berhentikan eksport
ayam ketika ini semata-ma-
ta untuk memastikan ke-
perluan tempatan dapat di-
penuhi” katanya.

Beliau herkata, kerajaan
masih menetapkan harga
siling ayam RMB8.90 sekilog-
ram dan menampung ke-

kata, setakat ini
sebanyak RMn
juta subsidi sudah
dibayar daripada keseluru-
han RM730 juta disediakan
di bawah Skim Kawalan
Harga Keluarga Malaysia se-
jak 5 Februari lalu.

Justern, pihaknya memin-
ta lebih ramai pihak industri
tampil ke hadapan untuk

membuat tuntutan subsidi
masing-masing.

“Tuntutan  subsidi  ind
akan berakhir pada 5 Jun ini,
bagaimanapun selepas tari-
kh itu ia masih boleh di-
proses. Proses sudah diper-
cepatkan sekarang dan ‘task
force’ juga sudah dibentuk
dengan pembabitan lebih
ramal kakitangan Tabatan
Perkhidmatan ~ Veterinar,”
katanya.

Sementara itu, Ronald
berkata, kendikan harga se-
rmua produk tanaman ke-
rana kos input yang tinggi
antaranya peningkatan kos
baja dan racun selain ber-
keitan gaji mintmum,

“Sama ada penternakan
ayam, perladangan dan pe-
rikanan samua ada masalah
(kenaikan harga) jadi kera-
jaan sentiasa meneliti dan
beberapa tindakan diambil
dalam semua sektor (seperti}
bantuan subsidi katanya.

TINJAUAN harga sayur, Ikan dan ayam di Pasar Chabang Tiga.
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7 Penternak mahu jual
"~ -ayam hidup lebih
RM8 sekilogram

Y, o ‘ - L 4
% : ‘A
n:! ' é}‘ \ : J il TERDAPAT penternak mahu menaikkan harga ayam hidup melebihi

RMS sekilogram sehinggamenyebabkan harga runcit mampu
mencecah RM15 sekilogram. Tindakan itu didakwa bagl mengelakkan

penternak rugi jika syarikat pembekal darl luar negara mengambil
; Q j“ © tindakan ke atas mereka kerana melanggar kontrak perjanjian

pengeksportan ternakan itu. » BERITA DI MUKA 2
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Penternak takut disaman syarikat luar ekoran larangan eksport ayam mulai hari ini

Harga ayam mampu cecah RM15

Oleh NOOR HASLIZA NUSI

PETALING JAYA - Terdapat
penternak yang mahu menaik-
kan harga ayam hidup melshihi
RMS sekilogram sehingga me-
nyebabkan harga di peringkat
runcit dijangka mampu mence-
cah RM15 sekllogram.

Tindakan itu bagi mengelak-
kan mereka mengalami kerugian
apabila terpaksa berdepan de-
ngan tindakan daripada syarikat
pembekal luar negara berhubung
pelanggaran konirak petjanjian
pengeksportan ternakan itw

Berkuat kuasa hari ini, kera-
jaan telah menghentikan semen-
tara eksport bekalan ayam se-
lepas negara dilanda isu bekalan
sarta peningkatan harga pasaran
secara mendadalk.

Seorang penternak ayam yang
hanya mahu dikenal! sebagai

,Nordin, 45, berkata, kumpulan
penternak besar tenitamanya
kini semakin tertekan apabila
memikirtkan bentuk tindakan
vang bakal dihadapi mereka.

Menurutnya, kenmumgkinan
besar penternak negara inl bakal
dikenakan tindakan saman oleh
pihak mabkamah negara ber-
kenaan berikutan pelanggaran
perjanjian kontrak pembekalan
ayam sedia ada_

“Mereka (penternak) kinl ma-
kin susah hati dengan keputusan
kerajaan menghentikan eksport
bekalan ayam ke luar negara ber-
miula esck (hari ini),

“‘Ada mendakwa yang kemung-’

KERATAN Kosmol 24 Mei 2022,

kinan bakal berdepan tindakan
mahkamah atay disaman pihak

" syarikat pemhbekal dari luar nega-

1a disebabkan masih mempmmyal
perjanjian dalam urugan eksport
ayamn untuk beberapa tempoh,

“Sudahlah mereka berdepan
kerugian dengan jumlah yang
besar memandangkan jualan
eksport ayam ke luar negara
mampu mencecah keuntungan
berganda berbanding pasaran
tempatan  (Malaysla)” kiatanya
kepada Kosmo! semalam.

Nordin memberitahu, harga
pasaran ayam tempatan di huar
negara agalah lebih tnggl ter-
masuk nilal mata wang asing
yang tingegi berbanding dijual
di negara ini pada harga siling
RMS8 80 sekllogram.

"Angkara situasi ini, penternak
tidak teragak-agak menaikkan
harga ayam hidup melebihi RMe
sekilogram berbanding RM7.20

PERMINTAAN terhadap ayam mencatatian penngkatan paling tinggl ketia musim perayaan bary-baru Ini.
- GAMBAR HIASAN

ketika ini, manakala harga runcit
pula mampu mencecah sehingga
RM15 sekilogram,” ujarnya,

Berdasarkan staristik, hanya
enam peratus pengeluaran ayam
di negara inl yang dieksport,
manakala 94 peratus pengelua-
ran ayarn atau membabitkan
kira-kira 54 juta ekor sebulan un-
tuk bekalan tempatan.

D1 Eota Bharu, peruncit ayam
proses terbesar di Kelantan,
Zukila Deraman berkata, pen-
ternak ayam di Kelantan tidak
mengeksport bekalan haiwan ltu
ke luar negara ekoran keperluan
sedia ada hanya mencukupi un-
tuk memenuhi permintaan do-
mestik yang tinggi ketika inl.

Katanya, kebanyakan penter-

nak di negeri ini tidak mengu-
sahakan ladang ternak bertaraf
global untuk memenuhi pasaran
luar negara.

“Sehaliknya, penternak sebe-
narnyamemetlukan bekalan dari
lnar negara untuk memenuhi
pasaran tempatan yang ketkaini
mendapat permintaan yang ter-
lalu Hngel," vjamya.

Bekalan ayam mula kembali stabil sejak 10 hari lalu

RONALD (kiri) diberi

ayam dl Dinding

mwmmmmasemmmmm

LUMUT — Bekalan ayam di ne-
gara ini mula stabil sejak 10 hari
lalu dan tidak berlaku kekura-
ngan ketaradi pasar basah, pasar
tani dan pasar raya di selurub

. negara.

Menter] Pertanian dan Indus-
tri Makanan, Datuk Seri Ronald
Kiandee berkata, ia berikutan
tindakan pikak pengusaha terna-
kan ayam yang telah mengambil
tindakan bagi memastikan beka-
lan keperluan 1.8 juta hingga dua
juta ekor ayam dehari mampu
dibekalkan.

*(ddulai hariini) kerajaan mem-
berhentlkan eksport semen-
tara untuk memastikan bekalan
keperluan ayam tempatan da-
pat dipenuhi,” katanya kepada

pemberita selepas melakukan
lawatan ke Dincling Poultry De-
velopment Centre di Segari dan
Kampung Acheh, Sitiawan dekat
&ini semalar

Menurut bellau, pemberhen-
tian eksport itu hanya bersifat
sementara sehingga bekalan
keperluan ayam tempatan dapat
dipenuhi.

Katanya, kerajaan masth
menetapkan harga, siling RM8.90
sekilogram dan akan menam-
pung kenaikan harga disebab-
kar kenaikan kos input makanan
dalam bentuk subsidl.

*Subsidl dikeluarkan berjum-
lah RM?30 juta bagi tempoh em-
pat bulan bermula 5 Februari lalu
sehingga 5 Jun inf pada kadar 60

sen sekilogram bagi Februari dan
Mac serta RM140 sekilogram
bagi April dan Mei,” ujarnya.

Beliau memaklumkan, tanpa
subsidi tersebut kemumgkinan
harga ayam akan mencecah se-
hingea RM11 sekilogram.

"Setakat semalam, subsidi
yang sudah diluluskan dan
diproses berjumlah RM7! juta
dengan - lebih banyak permo-
honan diterima minggu ini ber-
banding minggu laiu,” katanya.

Mengenai kenaikan harga sa-
yur-sayuran pula, Ronald berka-
ta, keadaan sama seperti bahan
makanan laim iaitu berpunca ke-
naikan kos input yang tinggi se-
perti kenaikan harga baja, racun,
serangga dan gaji pekerja.
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Experts: More effective measures needed to address rising food prices, supply hiccups

KUALA LUMPUR: Prices of foad
and other essential items, which
reportedly have shot up by 6o
per cent, are stirring up concern
as the effects are not only being
felt by Bso householders but
also people in the middle-income
category. especially those living
in the bigger cities.

Paying more for food and basic
necessities has translated ro
higher househeld spending and
dwindling savings.

In fact, observers expect
consumers’ purchasing pewer to
continue to deeline in the coming
months based on last month's
consumer price index (CPl} or
inflatiop rate,

They are also urging the
gavernment ta create an effective
mechanism to address the rising
prices as well as shortages in the
supply of certain food items.

According to the Department
of Statistics Malaysia. the CPI for
April 2022 rose by 23 per cent to
125.9 per cent. compared to 1231
per cent in the same month a year
earlier.

The departmernt's chief
statistician Datuk Seri Dr Mohd
Uzir Mahidin was quoted as
saying that food inflation rose
by 4.1 per cent in April 2022 with
84.1 per cent of items in the food
and beverage group recording
increases.

May become critical
Putra Business Schaool
economic analyst Dr Ahmed

Razman Abdul Latiff said the
price hike became evident after
the nation's economic sector and

international borders reopened
fully and caused an imbalance in
demand and supply.

“Prices started to po up at that
time due to disruptions in the
food supply chain. Besides that.
many people and business owners
had also received cash aid via the

governments fiscal stimulus
packages, which leRt them with
excess cash to spand.

“This created a situation where
demand exceeded supply. thus
causing prices of goods to escalate.
The situation was worsened by
the Russia-Ukraine conflict as
well as the global weather factor
which led to declining agricultural
yields, forcing some exporting
nations to limit their food exports
ta ensure sufficient supplies for
domestic consumption,” he tald
Bernama.

[f no effective short-term and
long-term measures are drawn up
by the povernment to address the
rising prices and supply hiccups,
the current food crisis may grow
critical, Ahmed Razman warned

He also urged the government
1o reconsider the provision of
targeted  subsidies because,
accerding to him, there is no
guaraniee of it keeping the prices
of goods low.

This is because the higher-
income group will still have to
pay the market prices for the
gouds concerned, as a result of
which there will cantinue to be a
hike in overall prices.

“The government may not be
able to cover the cost of providing
the subsidies hecause this year's
total subsidies are expected to

4
7’ - i

Prices of some vegetables in states such as Ketdtah and Kelantan are now over

three times what they were previously. — Malay Mail photo

increase to RM28 billion, which
is higher than the total annual
collectivn from the sales and
service tax (SST)," he said.

Ahmed Razman said the
government has to devise an
effective mechanism for the
medium and lang terms to ensure
food prices remain affordable,
in addition to the initiatives it
has already introduced such as
aholishing approved permits (AP}
1o import food, stopping chicken
exports and reducing the nation’s
dependence on facd imports.

Huge Impact

While agreeing that abolishing
the APs and putting a halt to
chicken exports will help to
check the price and supply crises,
Ahmed Razman. however, opined
that such initiatives are not
suitable for implementation over
the long term.

“Those are merely short-term

measures. Thegovernment should
quickly work on implementing
medium-terrn  and  long-term
measures... it can, for example,
implement all the action plans
outlined in the National Agrofood
Policy 2.0 as scon as passible.

“It should also, at the same time,
ensure that the food supply chain
is fully monitored ta prevent
certain parties from taking
advantage (of the sitvation). And,
all problems raised by those in
the foed industry should also be
looked into,” he added.

Universiti  Putra  Malaysia
Faculty of Human Ecolegy dean
Prof Dr Mohamad Fazll Sabri,
meanwhile, said any increase in
the price of goads, even in small
amounts, will have a substantial
impact on hausehold spending
because incomes have not
changed.

He said previcusly one could
buy an average of three to four
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chickens for RMso bur these days
only two chickens can be bought
for the same amaunt.

Frem M4o to B4o

Describing the rising prices as
a never-ending story, Mohamad
Fazli also said the government
should draw up a comprehensive
mechanism to alleviate the
burden of the peopla who are
increagingly pressured by the
rising cost of living.

“Before this. many people were
aftected by the Covid-19 pandemic
as the economic sector couldn’t
aperate fully for over two years
Now that it has recpened fully,
various issues have emerged,
including the hike in food prices.

"We don't want such issues to
prolong because it may result in
mare people from the M4o group
slipping into the B40 category as
was Lhe case during the (height of
the) pandemic,” he sald.

According to the government’s
Household Income Estimates
and Incidence of Poverty Report
Malaysia, 2020, 128 per cent of
T20 households and 20 per cent of
M4 households have shifted to
the low-income category.

Its data showed that 600,000
to one million M4o households
have shifted to the B4o group asa
resull of retrenchment exercises
and pay cuts

Food rationing

UniversitiMataysia Terengganu
Faculty of Business, Economics
and Social Development lecturer
Assaciate Prof Dr Roshaiza Taha
said it would nat surprise her if

some Bqo families have taken
to practising food rationing. a
situation that should not be
happening in Malaysia.

In fact, she added, the current
situation may also compel some
households to sacrifice some of
the food jtems they have been
enjoying all these years.

“The food issue is critical
because not only have prices
gone up sharply but supplies too
have been insufficient to meet the
demand,” she said.

She also said the time has come
for relevant bodies such as the
Federal Agricultural Marketing
Autharity  (Fama), Malaysian
Agricultural  Research  and
Development Institute (Mardi),
Department cf Agriculture and
Department ef Fisheries to devise
strategies to reduce the nation's
dependence on faod imports.

"I believe these agencies have
been given huge allocations
te do research on sustainabie
food resources. [t's time for the
government to evaluate the
findings ol their studies. especially
research related to food resources.
The government shouid aiso
review the implementation
of unnecessary development
projects and, instead, focus on
the food industry as done by
developed countries to ensura
adequate food supplies,” she said.

The Ministry of Agriculture and
Food [ndustries recently said it is
committed to stepping up local
agricultural output to reduce the
nation’s dependence on imports
as well as to ensure adequate foad
supplies. — Bernama

REGION: KL

Page 2 of 3
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KUALA LUMPUR: Prices of food and other essential items, which reportedly have shot up by 60 per cent, are stirring up concer
as the effects are not only being felt by B40 househelders but alsc pecple in the middie-income category, especially those living
in the bigger cities. Paying more for food and basic necessities has translated to higher household spending and dwindling

savings.
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Jualan ayam murah mulai 1 Jun

GOMBAK - Program jualan ayam mu-
rah yang dilaksanakan Kerajaan Ne-
geri sejak Disember lepas hingga men-
jelang Syawal, diteruskan mulai 1 Jun
sebagai penyelesaian jangka pendek
kekurangan bekalan.

EXCO perladangan dan industri asas
tani berkata program itu diadakan se-
hingga perayaan Aidiladha dengan
harga jualan lebih rendah berbanding
harga pasaran.

“Kita akan pastikan jumlah ayam ini

ditingkatkan dari 4,000 ekor sehari ke-
pada 10,000 ekor sehari bagi menam-
pung kekurangan bekalan ayam.
“Kerajaan Selangor faham situasi ini
dan kita prihatin. Jadi ada harga jualannya
nanti adalah lebih rendah daripada pasa-
ran, kata Ir zham Hashim pada 24 Mei.
Beliau berkata insiatif itu melibatkan
kerjasama Perbadanan Kemajuan Per-
tanian Selangor (PKPS), Koperasi Warga
Hijrah Selanger (Kohijrah), Lembaga Pe-
masaran Pertanian Persekutuan (Fama)

dan beberapa agensi lain lagi.

"Sebanyak 67 premis akan menjual
bekalan ayam. Selangor mengalami
kekurangan bekalan sehingga 50 pera-
tus di mana permintaan ayam adalah
174 juta ekor setahun berbanding jum-
lah ayam dihasilkan sekitar 84 juta ekor,’
katanya.

Beliau turut memaklumkan permin-
taan bekalan ayam yang tinggi beriku-
tan jumlah penduduk di negeri ini seki-
tar 6.7 juta.
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GOMBAK - Program jualan ayam murah yang dilaksanakan Kerajaan Negeri sejak Disember lepas hingga menjelang Syawal,
diteruskan mulai 1 Jun sebagai penyelesaian jangka pendek kekurangan bekalan. EXCO perladangan dan industri asas tani
berkata program itu diadakan sehingga perayaan Aidiladha dengan harga jualan lebih rendah berbanding harga pasaran.“Kita
akan pastikan jumlah ayam ini

ditingkatkan dari 4,000 ekor sehari kepada 10,000 ekor sehari bagi menampung kekurangan bekalan ayam. “Kerajaan Selangol
faham situasi ini dan kita prihatin.
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Empat fakto

kenaikan
harga sayur

Pengaruh cuaca,
tenaga buruh
antara punca
gangguan bekalan

Oleh Suzalina Halid
suzalina@bh.com.my

Kuala Lumpur: Kenaikan harga
sayur-sayuran di negara ini ber-
laku dissbabkan empat falktor
utama ialtu perubahan cuaca, ke-
kurangan tenaga buruh, kenai-
kan harga baja dan racun, selain
pengaruh harga global,

Menteri Perdagangan Dalam
Negeri dan Hal Ehwal Pengguna,
Datuk Seri Alexander Nanta
Linggi, berkatd sebarang gang
guan yang berlaku ke atas empat
faktor ind akan menentukan sta-
tus harga saywr-sayuran di pa-
saran, lantas menyebabkan ber-
lakunya peningkatan.

% Kenaikan harga

baja dan racun yang
diimport menyebabkan
kos operasi meningkat,
sekali gus
menyebabkan

kenaikan harga sayuran
di pasaran 9

anggg ;
Nanta ['f
Menteri Nrdégangan
Dalam Negeri dan
Hal Ehwal Pengguna

Mengambil contoh perubahan

cuacadan kelourangan tenaga bu-
ruth, beliau berkata dua faktor ind
beleh menggangeu kerja di ke
bun sayur.

“Gangguan ini akan -menye-

JOHOR
Kacang panjang RME/RMI1
Kubis bulat

RM3.50 /RM5.50-RM7

Bendi- RMB.50/ RMT1
Terung RM&/RMI1
Cili merah RM12/RM 15
SARAWAK

Kacang panjang RM4,/RME
Kubls bulat
RM3.90/RM5-RMB

Bendl RM4/RM&

Terung RM9/Kekal

Cllt merah RM23/kekal

KEDAH

Kacang panjang
RMZ/RM10.50

Kubis bulat RMZ7.50/RM8.40

babkan kurangnya hasil tana-
man di kebun, sekali gus me-
nyebhabkan harga sayur naik.

“Begitu juga kenaikan harga
baja dan racun yang dilmport
menyebabkan kos operasi me-
ningkat, sekali gus menyebabkan
kenaikan harga sayuran.

"Selain itu, kenaikan harga sa-
yuran yang diimport juga dipe-
ngaruhi harga global,” katanya
ketika dihubungi, semalam.

Beliau berkata demikian me-
ngulas laporan muka depan BH
mengenai masalah yang membe-
lenpgu penpgusaha ladang saywr

r Tinjauan harga sayur sebelum Andilmnfsemalam

Bendi RM8.40/RMS. 10
Terung RM6&/RM10,20
Cili merah RM18/RM19

NEGERI SEMBILAN
Kacang panjang
RMS.99/RM11.99

Kubls bulat RM2.49/RM2.99 Clil

Bendi
Terung
Clll merahRM12.99/RM14.99

RM8.99/RM13.99

TERENGGANU
Kacang panjang

RM‘!?/RMS-RM?

Kubls bulat RM4.50/RM4,
Bendi
Terung
Cill merah

RMIO/R
RM20/

di seluruh negara sehingga me-
nyebabkan harga beberapa Jenis
sayuran meningkat lebih tiga ka-
1i ganda.

Dalam pada jtu, Alexander me-
negakui memahami status faktor
yang menyumbang kenaikan
harga dan pihaknya sentiasa me-
mantau serta membuat pemerik-
saan ke atas penlaga bagi me-
mastikan tiada aktiviti pencatu-
tan.

“Kita akan meng akta
sedia ada di bawah Kementerian

Perdagangan Dalam Negeri dan
Hal Ehwal Pengguna (EPD-

RME.99/RM3.89 |

RM1S- EM'IG/RMB

RM?SO/RM!

NHEP) untuk mengambil tinda-
kan seperti Akta Kawalan Harga
dan Anti Pencatutan 2011,

“Dalam konteks penguatkuasa-
an juga, penguat kuasa KPD-
NHEP zkan sentiasa berada di
lapangan bagi melakukan peme-
riksaan,” katanya.

Selain penguatkuasaan, beliau i
berkata pihaknva juga sentiasa
mengadakan perbincangan ber-
sama Kementerian Pertanian
dan Industri Makanan (MAFI)
yang menjaga bekalan dan pe-
ngeluaran sayuran bagi menga-
tasi masalah ini.

‘Harga timun naik hampir setiap hari sejak raya’

Kuala Terengganu: Kekurangai
bekalan terus menyebabkan har-
ga pelbagai jenis seywr di pa-
saran meningkat, termasuk ada
mengalaml kenaikan sehingea
lebih sekali ganda.
" Tinjauan di Pasar Chabang Ti-
ga, di sini, mendapati timun wie-
ngalami kenaikari paling men-
dadak sehingga - membebankan
peniaga dan pengguna.
Seorang peniaga dari Kam-
pung Paloh, Norhazana Harun,
89, berkata timun mengalami ke-
naikan harga setiap hari sejak
Aldilfitri 1alu dan
ga daripada pemborong sahaja
mencecah RM45 untuk 10 kilog-

ram (kg).

Sebelum  Aidilfitri, katanya
harga bagi timun untuk 10kg ha-
nya antara RMI18 hingga RM20

EN

Dia yang sudah 22 tahun ber-
niaga di pasar berkenaan ber-
kata, selain timun, cili api Siam
tarut mengalami kenaikan harga
iaitn RM29 bagi setiap kilogram
berbanding RM12 hingga RM13
sebelum hari raya.

Selain timun dan cili api Siam,
katanya sawi Siam turut menga-
lami kenaikan apabila dijual

Peniaga sayur melayani Ianggarl di Pasar Chabang Tiga, Kuala Terengganu, semalam,

RMS8 sekflogram, manakala sawi
kampung dijual pada harga RM3
gekilopram berbanding sebelum
Aidilfitri antara antara RM4
hingga RMS sekilogram.
“Sayuran lain seperti bendi,

Kacang panjang, kubis bulat dan
terung, tidak berlaltu kenaikan,
malah harga stabil dan ada yang
sedikit turun berbanding sebe-
Jum perayaan.

“Naik turun harga ini bergan-

(Foto Zaid Salim/BH)

tung bekalan. Jika bekalan ba-
nyak, harga secara langsung
akan tiirun dan jika hekalan ber-
hurangan maka harga sudah ten-
i meningkat,” katanya.

Di Johor, kenaikan harga sa-

yur-gayuran inrut berlakn de-
ngan harga roncit kacang buncis
melonjak sehingga RM7kg,
Peniaga pasar basah

Dahlia di Tampoi, Suwanto Ba-
haruddin, 48, berkata harga sa-
yuran terutama dan Cameron
Hichland Andalk
berikutan bekalan yang berku-

Cameron Highlands kihi dijual
pada harga RIM 16 sekilogram ber-
banding hanya berharga RMS9
pada Ramadan lalu.

“Harga sayuran gred A ber-
kualiti tinggi dari Cameron High-
lands melonjak paling tinggi di
pasaran sehingga peniapa terma-
suk saya serba salah mahu men-

jualnya.

“Selain kacang buncis, harga
Kacang panjang turut melonjak
Lepada RM11 sekilogram berban-
ding RMé pada Ramadan lalu,
manakala kubia bulat meningkat
sehingga RM7 sekilogram ber-
bandmg hanya RM3.50 sebelum

“Bend.l dan terung juga melon-

Jjak masing-masing kepada RM11

berbanding hanya RM6 sebelum
ini,” katanya.
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Hanya bot galah menjadi penghubung

2 I. K Kc‘fnﬁ nmﬂubaksnsi-'- .
fah saru kawasan ‘dI negerijnl yang
I:Icl‘gaﬁm e uhnya kepada

* Penduduk d] kawasan"tetsehut
alﬁm berdepzn kepayahan keluar
dar{kcpulauan itu unmwk ke canah
bﬂa.r

- Menerusi Apa | Khaba.r Rakyar
mLnggu ini, ikui laporas wastawan
Sinar Harian E'!AZELEN LIANA
KAMARUDI‘N 'mengenai hamp;m ""
pendudule yar ?mufmkquj
wmﬁr&t

Penduduk mukim Teluk
Renjuna mahu jambatan
dibina di perkampungan
: mereka

TUMPAT

MELTHAT atau menyambut kelahiran
bayi di dalam 5ot enjin galah sudah men-
jadi asam garam buac kaum hawa yang
menerap di kawasan peckampungan pulau
i mukim Teluk Renjuna di sini.

Mana ridaknya, bot enjin galah me-
rupakan kenderaan utama pendudule sejak
bertahun lama unruk berulang alik dari
perkampungan pulaur itu ke ‘rznzh besar’
menggunakan jeti Kok Majid.

Antara kampung yang berada di mu-
kim it ialeh Pulau Suri, Teluk Renjuna,
Belury, Pulan 100, Haji Nik Mat, Cendol,
Che Tahir, Pantai Baru, Tokang, Che Soh
dan beberapa lagi kawasan.

Scorang warga emas, Che Mas Yusuf,
67, mengakui salah $COrANg Cucunya an-
tara generasi yang dilahirkan di aras bot
semasa dalam perjalanan untuk ke kawa-

Bot enjin ga.lah mempakan kenderaan utama pemiuduk se]a.k bertahun lama untuk berulang alik dari perkampungan pulau muldm
Teluk Renjuna ke ‘tanah besar' menggunakan jeti Kok Majid.

san darat sebelum
dibawa ke hospital.

“Ini antara cabar-
an yang rerpaksa di-
lalui penduduk. Jadi
saya amarc berharap
kerajaan dapat mem-
bitta scbuah jambar-
an untuk kemudah-
an penduduk  di
sini,” katanya.

quu.rumya, le-
bih memeritkan sctizp kali riba musim
wrngkujuh penduduk akan ‘terkurung’
apabila tidak dapat keluar ke ranah besar
disebabkan tiupan angin kencang, hujan
lebac dan air banjir.

Mohd Faizz Ibrahim, 42, menyifackan
pembinaan jambaran itu sudah menjadi
keperluan mendesak buat masyaralear di
sinl.

Dia bekara, kemudahan itu dijanglea
mampu memberi manfaar kepada lebih

CHE MAS

AZIZ SAAT

MOHD FAIZA

3,000 penduduk di mukim berkenaan
yang bergantung sepenuhnya kepada
penggunaan box enjin galah.

“Saya difahamkan Ahli Parlimen
Tumpat (Datuk Che Abdullah Mat Nawi)
telah membawa perkara it ke pengerahu-
an kerajaan Persckurnan.

“Tadi saya harap impian penduduk
untuk menikmati kemudahan jambatan
ini alan menjadi kenyatean,” karanya.

Menurucnya, difahamkan lokasi pem-

binaan jambatan itu sudah dikenal pasti
antara Kampung Pulau Gorek dengan
Teluk Renjuna.

Sementara ity :ma.k kelahiran
Kampung Pulav Sur, Aziz Saat, 34, me-
ngakui perir untuk berdepan musim teng-
kujuh apabila tidak dapar keluar bagi
mendaparkan barangan keperluan harian
disebabkan oleh cuaca buruk yang boleh
memberikan ristko _kepada penduduk.

“Bila ada jambaran ini saya percaya ia
akan memudahkan lagi urusan harian pen-
duduk terurama melibatkan pelajar seko-
lah.

“Bot galah merupakan pengangkutan
utama pelajar sekolah di sini. Begitu juga

. jika berlaku kemarian, penduduk rerpaksa

menggunakan bot untuk membawa jena-
zahyang tedletak di ranah besar,” katanya.
Menurutnya, menjadi harapan pen-

- duduk agar kerajaan segera membina

jambatan kerana ia amat penting buat
mereka rerutama ketika kecemasan.

Jambatan Teluk Renjuna antara agenda utama di Tumpat - Che Abdullah

TUMPAT - Ahli Parlimen
Tumpag, Datuk Che Abdullah
Mat Nawi menegaskan pembina-
an jambatan merentasi Sungai
Kelantwan untuk ke mukim Teluk
Renjuna menjadi salah saru agen-
da nmama yang sedang diper-
jua.ngka.n beliau.

“Perjuangan saya dalam isu
int bermula sejak 2018 sebaik
sahaja dipilih oleh rakyar untuk
menjadi Ahli Parlimen Tampar.

“Peringkat awalnya, ramai
yang terkejue bila nyatakan mahu
membawa perkara ini ke Dewan
Rakyar termasuklah pemimpin
setempat. Namun apabila berla-
ku beberapa kejadian kecemasan
schingga wular di media sosial
baru mereka nampak kepenting-
an jambatan iru dibina di kawa-
san_berkenaan,” katanya.

Menurutnya, selepas bebera-
pa kali usul itu dibawa ke Dewan

Rakyat perkara tersebur relah
mendapat perhatian daripada
pihak Menteri dan Timbalan
Menteri.

Beliau berkara, difahamkan
isu jambatan tersebur dibawa
masuk ke dalam Rancangan
Pembangunan Kerajaan (RPK)
dibawah Rancangan Malaysia
Ke-12 (RMK12),

Mengulas  lanjur, Che
Abdullah berkara, setiap kali air

sungai surut bot yang menjadi
nadi pengangkutan penduduk
sulear untuk merapati kawasan
whing,

Beliau berkara, situasi it me-
nyaksikan penduduk juga ber-
depan wgas berat setiap kali riba
musim kemarau.

_ Dalam perkembangan lain,
Che Abdullah berkara, perjuang-
an membina jambaran rersebuc
rurut mendapar sokongan dari-

pada Ketua Jajahan Tumpat dan
akan recus dibangkitkan kepada
Unit Perancangan Ekonomi
Negeri (UPEN).

“Besar impian saya untuk
melihat pembinaan jambatan itu
menjadi realiti demi kemudahan
dan keselesaan penduduk.

“Saya tidak mahu lagi kejadi-
an tular jenazah terpaksa di-
angkut guna bot berulang lagi,”
katanya.
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Fish prices have generally gone up by about 20%. — HAFIZ SOMMWHESUN

Prices go up at wet markets

3 Traders forced to take measures to cover increased

cost of goods, with further hikes expected

# BY IMAN MUTTAQIN
netsdesk@thesundaily.com

PETALING JAYA: Wet market traders have
been forced to increase prices due to the rising
cost of pouliry, mutton, beef, seafood and
vegetables caused by supply and demand
issues.

A visit by theSun to two wet markets in
Petaling Jaya confirmed prices of goods have
gane up, with several traders saying the price
hike would continue in the near to medium
term and consumers would have o be
prepared far it

A poultry wader who wished to be known
only as Kalyani said the price of chicken has
risen by EM1 per kilogramme due to limited
supply. :

“Chicken was sold at RM10.50 per kg
before, but now T am selling it at RM11.50.

“I have to increase the price because my
suppliers have raised the wholesale price due
ta the shortage. It has everything to do with
supply anid demand.

“We are siill unsure if the situation would
improve in the coming weeks,” she sald when
met at the Jalen Othman wet market.

A meat trader at the same market, who
asked not to be named, said the price of beef

has remained at RM28 per kilogramme for the
last few days.

However, he expects a hike in a week
or twe.

“The supply of beef may run shon soon and
we might need'to increase the price to RM30
pee kg or more.

“Even now, some traders have already
increased their price-to BM30 perkg.

“The situation is made worse by a shormge
of workers and everything is interrelated. We
receive 700kg ta 800kg of beef a day, which is
still insuffielent because we have a lot of
customers,” he said, ‘adding that when
demand increases, suppliers would yaise
their prices.

A seafood trader at the Jalan Othman wet
market who gave his name only as Lee, said
the price of srandard-sized prawns ranged
between RM28 and RM35 per kilogramme,
adding that large tiger prawns could fetch
about RM54 per kilogramme.

"Most wet market oaders do not put up
their prices as required by the authorities, and
this can promote profiteering. However,

_traders at wet markets continue to sell at

reasonable prices. Otherwise, they would lose
their regular customers,” he said.
Fresh seafood dealer Hasziyyanti Yahya,

whio receives her stocks from a direct supplier,
said fish prices have risen over the past few
days, addmsl.hatitalmdependson the variety
and season

“For example, iffkan kembungus in season,
the price might be cheaper. But it is expensive
now §ince it is ofE-season.

+ EByt generally, fish prices have gone up by
about 20% for all varieties, For instance, the
price of white bigeye ' (kanmyok putih)
has risen 10 RM20 per kg compared to RM13
previously,” she said, adding that this alsa
depends on the quantity of fish caught on a

particular day.

b Meanwhz + & vegetable tader at the Sea
Park wetmarket said prices fluctuate on a day-
to-day-basis. -

“For example, the price of most vegetables
dropped by 30% today, but they may. increase
again tomorrow.

“The fluGtuating supply and price of
vegetables.are not abrormal. However, some
vegetables such as cabbage, -cauliflower and
others are'stll expensive because they are
supplied from the Selayangwholesale market,
which sets the prices. Also, due 1o-Covid-19,
many vegetable farms faced a worker shortage
and were forced to grow less,” he said.

Checks at his stall showed cabbage was
sold at RM4 per kilogramme, cucumber at
RM4,50, spinach at RM6 while mustard greens
(sawi) were sold for between RM7.50 and RM8
per klogramme.

all prices had increased by between
RMO0.50 and RM1 over the past two weeks.
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WITH scarcity of supply still prevalent, Fomca is urging people to abstain from eating
chicken throughout June to restore supply. However, with decreasing fish supply due
to bad weather, consumers may be left with little choice.

REPORTS BY VEENA BABULAL AND AHMAD MUKHSEIN MUKHTAR ON PAGES 4 &5
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SEAFOOD SHORTAGE

WEATHER AFFECT G FISH SUPPLY

Lack of fish
brought ashore
over past week
has pushed
prices upward

AHMAD MUKHSEIN MUKHTAR
ALOR STAR
news@nst.om.my

HE Kuala Kedah fishér-
men’s marker, usually a
hub of actlvity and loud

with the shouts of sellers
and shoppers haggling for the
best deals, have been unusually
quiet of late.

‘The lack of fish brought ashore
over the past week means that
few are being sold at the market,
The dwindling supply has also
not been lost on shoppers, who
have since moved on elsewhere
talook for their goods.

Khadijah Ahmad, 55, is one of

fthe few fishmongers who are still
plying their trade at the market,
albeit with a smaller variety of
fish on offer.

“1don’t Rave mych tosell today.
The supply has been dwfndllng
for almost a week now,” Khadijah
said as she stared at her table,
which has a handful of small
tenggirl, senangin and gelama.

Many fishmongers at the mar-
ket have been out of business for
days as they have been unable ta

get adequate seafood supply
from local fishermen.

“The frequent stormy weather
and strong waves have made It
very hard for coastal fishermen to
venture out to sea.

“When they don’t go out to fish,
we, as fAshmongers, also take a
beatlng as we depend on them for
the supply,” added Khatljah.

Muammar Norhafiz, 27, a local
coastal fisherman, lamented that
unpredictable and stormy weath-
er had become more frequent in
the waters off Kuala Kedah

He safd the sltuation had taken
a toll on their Hvelihood as the

coastal fishermen depend on
their daily fishing trips to earn a
living,

“We haven't been able to make
much lately. We literally have not
landed any selayang, kembung,
and squid due to the bad weath-
er,” he gald.

Inevitably, the shortage of sup-
ply ‘has pushed the prices of
seafood upward.

Shuib Othman, 63, a seasoned
fishmonger at Pasar Besar Alor
Setar, sald the price of squid had
increased from RM20 to RM24
per kg in recent days due to the
shortage.

Khadljah Ahmad
setling a simatler
variety of fish at
her stall at the
Kuala Kedah
fishermen’s
marketl
yesterday. {Inset)
Abdul Hamld
Bahari. FiC By
AHMAD MUKHSEIN
MUKHTAR

He added that kembung fish
usually sold at RM10 per kg
was now being sold at RMid
perkg.

“The retail prices of seafood de-
pend on the supplies we per. In
this case, the supply has dropped
by 30 per cent as my supplier
cannoet give more.”

Shuib sald he was depending
on fish he kept in freezers 1o con-
tinue plying his trade.

“I hope the supply will Improve
soon before I run out of stock,
Otherwise;, 1 will be out of busi-
ness,” he said.

0On Monday, the Meteorological

Department had urged people in
Kedah to be on alert for the ar-
rival of west and northwesterly
winds by today.

State department director
Muhammad Khalil Ab Aziz said
the strong winds, followed by
heavy rain and thunderstorms,
were expected to last up to a
week,

However, he sald the wind was
expected to be slightly weaker
compared with the current thun-
derstorm ineldents, which trig-
gered strong winds up to 50kph
since last Tuesday.

Meanwhile, Abdul Hamid Ba-
harl, the chalrman of the Natlon-
al Fishenmen's Assoclation (Nek-
mat) acknowledged that the sup-
ply shortage had forced the prices
of seafood to soar.

“Fish and seafood supply have
been affected by the unpre-
dictable weather patterns and
SOy 5eas.

"We expect this to subside soon
and the supplies to retutn o nor-
mal,” he told New Stralts Times.

The inclement weather, how-
ever, was just one of the asso-
ciatlon’s concerns, said Hamid.

He safd increasing fuel costs
had alsoresulted in lesser marine
catches, which in tum were push-
ing prices up.

“Larger class C2 fishing boats
are struggling to deal with rising
cost of fuel.

“Their operational costs have
increased significantly since the
fuel price went up to RM4,50 and
above per litre,” he said.

Abstain from

KUALA LUMPUR: The Federation
of Malaysian Consumers Associ-
ation (Femca) has urged the pub-
lic to abstain from eating chicken
throughout the month of June 1o
restore poultry supply.

eating chicken this month, Fomca urges consumers

Fomca president Datuk Dr
Marimuthu Nadason said there
were other dishes that consumers
could choose.

“As consumers, we have the
ripht to choose. The change be-

gins with you,” he said in 4 TikTok
video preceding Fomca's cam-
paign, which begins this month.

The one-minute clip, which
was previewed to the New S¢raits
Times, shows a man telling
Marimuthu that there was a “big
problem”.

He gaid he had gone ro the mar-
ket at 7am and all the chicken had
already been sold out

At that polat, a woman comes
into the picture, serving Mari-
muthu three pieces of chicken.

Marimuthu, however, says
“apa ayam ayam” (what do you
mean by chicken) and goes on to
say that “we (the peaple at large)
have to reduce the consumption
ofchicken”,

Last week, Marimuthu had

urged the public to boyeott con-.

suming chicken for a month to
put an end to the skyrocketing
prices of the birds.

Hetold NST that had to be done
because the public had been at
the mercy of chicken price ma-
nipulators for far too long.

Marimuthm said chicken and
egps were the cheapest and most
widely avallable sources of an-
imal protein, hence their prices
were sensitive to manipulation.

“If consumers are unwilling to
change thelr consumption pat-
terns and look for other sources
of protein, we are going to have
serous food shortage issues.

“I'm sick of begging the gov-
emment o ensure that food is
avallable in the market. This crisis
is never-ending and it has only
been compounded by the (Rus-
sia-Ukraine) wat, inflation and
climate change. But if consumers
unite toboycatt chicken, they can
send a strong message ko thoss
responsible for the shortage.”

The government had previous-

Iy set the ceiling price of standard
chicken at RMB.90 per kg. How-
ever, traders claimed that the
birds were supplied to them at
RMB8.70 per kg, making i impos-
sible to cover their cost.

Bumiputera Retailers Associa-
tlon president Datuk Ameer All
Mydin sald the government
should look into the major chick-
en suppliers allegedly behind the
domestic livestock shortage to
give an explanation.

He told NST that the author-
ides should call them up and
those in cahoots with them and
issue them with an ultimatum 1o
restore chicken supplies In the
next two months,

Ameer said if the breeders
falled to increase their produc-
tlon within the stpulated time
frame, their operating licences
and permits should be revoked or
suspended.
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Production and
supply of vegetables
will be safeguarded,
says Nanta

SUZALINA HALID
KUALA LUMPUR
rews@nst.conLmy

HE Domestic Trade and
Consumer Affairs Min-
istry (KPDNHEP) has
taken steps to address
the rising prices of vegetables in
the country, including
enforcement actiohs
and ongoing discus-
sions with the Agricul-
ture and Food Indus-
tries Ministry (Mafl).
' Its minister, Datuk
Seri Alexander Nanta
Linggi, said this was to
curb profiteering
among vegetable sell-
ers.

forcement officers are
always on the ground
to carry out checks., We will con-
rinue to discuss wich Mafi to safe-
guard the production and sup-
plies of vegetables in the coun-
try,” he said yesterday.

He was commenting on Berita
Harian’s frontpage repott on a

Linggi

shortage of workers faced by farm

JOHMOR BARU: The prices cf es-
sential items, such as vegetables,
continue te rise in the state cap-
ital, with french beans’ price
reaching RM7 per kg yesterday.

A seller ar the Taman Dahlia
wet market in Tampoi, Suwanta
Baharuddin, 48, said the prices of
vegetables, especially those from
Camneron Highlands, had contin-
ued o record a significant in-
crease of late.

He said french beans from
Cameron Highlands, which were
of higher quality, were belng sold
at RM16 per kg compared with
RM® per kg just two months ago

. Datuk Seri
“The ministry’s en- Alexander Nanta

owners that had affected veg- |
etable output by 40 to 50 per |
cent, causing prices of some veg-

etables to rise by three-fold.

Nanla said the other factors

driving the prices of vegerables ' ¥
were climate change, increase in |
prices of fertilisers and pesticides, :

as well as the global price hike,

“The ministry takes note of the :

rise in vegetable prices as reported

by the media. Various factors are :
¢ here have seen a marked in-
including climate change and :
shortage of workeys that are af-

contributing to the price Increase,

fecting the production at farms.
The dismaption will cause reduc-

tion In supplies and prices to in- :
: rise in prices, as well as having to

crease.”

the increased opera-
. tlonal costs due to the

teides and fertilisers.

continue keeping tabs
on vegetable prices in
the market to ensure
that there were no ¢l-
ements of profiteer-
ing, he said.

"We will exercise
laws undey KPDNHEP, inciuding

the Control of Supplies Act and

the Price Control and Anti-Prof- -

iteering Act 2011.”

Page 1 pic: Chickens sold ar the :
in  Kuala
¢ erating at the market for the last

Chow Kit
Lumpur.

market

durlng Ramadan.

"The price of Grade A vegeta-
bles from Cameton Highlands
have been increasing to the point
that traders llke me have started
to feel uneasy about selling

them.

“Aside from french beans, the
price of long beans has also
soared to RM11 per kg from RM6
per kg during Ramadan, while
the price of round cabbage is now
RM7 per kg compared with
RMB3.50 per kg previgusly,

“The price of okra and brinjal
have also gone up from RM6 per
ke to RMIT.

He said the mater
was compounded by :

rise in prices of pes- .

The ministry would |

KUALA TERENGBANU: The prices
of vegetables as well as raw goods

crease, with some exceeding
more than S0 per cent of their
average price.

Traders are now facing difficul-
tyinselling theirgoods dueto the

deal with complaints by shop-
pers, who are faced with not just
soaring prices of vegetables but
also chicken and fish.

Checks by the New Strails
Times at the Chabang Tiga mar-
ket here revealed that the price
of cucumber had soared to RM&
perkg.

Norhazana Harun, 39, said the
price of cucumber had been in-

| creasing dally since Hari Raya

Aldilfier.

She said that yesterday, the
wholesale price of cucumber was
set at RM45 per 10kg.

The trader from Kampung Paloh

| said that before Hari Raya, the

wholesale price of cucumber was
only betweein RM18 and RM20.
Norhazana, wha has been op-

“Now, [ have to start selling
Grade B vegetables and ‘sayur
kampung® {local vegetables) be-
cause custormers are complaining
about the prices.”

Malaysla Federation of Veg-
etable Farmers' Associations
chairman Lim Ser Kwee was re-
cently quoted as saying that the
vegetables affected by the price
hike Included long beans, okra
and brinjal,

He sald the three items were
previously priced between RMS
and RM6 per kg, but had in-
creased to RM$S to RM11 per kg,
especlally in Johor,

22 years, said apart from cucum-
ber, the price of Thai bird’s eye
chilli {cilt api) also increased to
RM29 perkg.

It only cost between RM12 and
RM13 before the Raya holidays,
shesaid,

“The increasing prices have
made it difficult for us to sell
them.

“Howevert, we are fortunate
that most shoppers aren’t com-
plaining that much as they un-
derstand that we are facing a
problem in terms of food prices.

“Chicken, for example, is still
priced at around RM12 per kg.”

She said the price of sawi (mus-
tard greens) had alsc gone up to
RMS5 per kg,

Sawi siam was RM8 per kg com-
pared with the pre-Raya price of
berweent RM4 and RM6 per kg,
she added,

However, she sald there were
no changes to the prices ladies’
finger, longbeans, round cabbage
and brinjai.

Their prices, she sald, were sta-
ble for now and had even gone

down slightly compared with be-

A trader seilling
vegetables at
the Chabang
Tiga market in
Kuala
Terengganu

§ vesterday, PIC BY
S ZMD SALIM

It's hard to sell greens now

fore the Raya holldays.

“The fluctuating prices depend
on the supply. If there is a supply
glut, the prices will automatically
go down.

“Far example, the price of long-
beans before Raya was high due
to a shortage of supply. It has
since gone down as supply ex-*
ceeded demand,” she sald.

Checks also revealed that de-
spite reports that the chicken
supply was recovering, the price
of standard chicken is stlll RM12
perkg,

Traders claimed they had no

_choice but to increase the price of

chicken as the price set by the
suppliers was between RM10.50
and RM10.90 per kg. .

They also claimed that they
were selling less chicken now as
sheppers’ spending power had
been severely impacted.

Checks algo revealed that the
pzlee of ikar kembong (mackerel)
had increased to RM25 per kg.

However, checks found that on-
1y a handful of stalls were selling
the fish as traders claimed that
the items were in short supply

The prices of vegetables, zspectaily chase [from Cameron Highlﬂna‘s
have continied o record a significant increase of late. FILE piC
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Chicken at double the price

Sorhe outlets selling at RM17 per kg instead of the set RM8.90

BY IYLIA MARSYA ISKANDAR
and IMRAN HILMY

newsdesk@thestar.com.my

PETALING JAYA: Chicken (s belng
sold at almost double the ceiling
price, up to about RM17 per kg. at
some local &

r

Currently, the cefling price
chickens has been set at RM8.90 per
kg, effective from Feb 5 to June 5.

Rohanna Abdullah, said her local
supermarket now charges RM17.90
for one kg of chicken.

“Earlier this year, RM17 could get
me more than one kilo of chicken at
the sarge supermarket but it's just
toa pricey now,” the §0-year-old
housewife said,

She added that when she went to
the Datuk Keramat morning market
in Kuala Lumpur in April, the price
was alreqdy at RM10.50 per kg

Health Noor Aishah Aziz,
32, 58id she is puzzled by the incon-
sistent pricing at her lacal grocer -
RM13,50 one day and RM10.50 the
next. ’

She said that they had reported
the matter to the authorities several
times, but the situation remained.

*Mayhe a more a&;'ropr{nw ceil-
Ing price would ba BM10, given the
Increasing operational cost for
chicken breeders,” she added,

Deza Hussaln, 52, said the price

Labour

of love,

A group of
Bidayuh women
harvesting pad|
tukit (hil)
paddy) at
Kampung
Gahat Mawang
about 65km
from Kuching.
Padi bukit or
padi huma is
classified as a
traditional ~
paddy variely
found in Sabah
and Sarawak.
In Sarawak it is
planted once a
year an the
hiliside, The
Gawai Dayak
celebratian is
held to mark
the harvest
season

— Berama

hike had not only started recently
when there was a chicken shortage
but spiked above the ceiling price,
fiom RM8.69 earlier this year to
RM9.80 per kg this month.

The houseéwife, who had started

planting vegetables at home to
reduce :J:Sﬂwes, feels the govern-
ment should cap the ceiling price of
chickens at 7.80 o make it
affordable to all.
. Checks by The Star atthe Selayang
market yesterday revealed that one
kilo of chicken was sald at around
RM10.50, .

Chicken seller Mohd Yusol, 60,
said he barely made a profit after
being -charged. RMO80 per kg by
wholesalers,

“How are we supposed to pay
rent, taxes and electricity if our
p!;:lﬂtisll.'ssman?ﬂsenperkg?"he
5.

He claimed that “third parties*
(wholesalers). were even ting
the supply of chicken and he had

only about 40 birds yester-
daz; 38 compared to hundreds
before.

“Live chickens are being sald at
about RM7 to third parties and they
are selling it at RM9.80 to us. We
can't afford to lower our price, If
anyone should, it would he the third
party,” he said.

Another seller, who wished to be

known as Kak Sham, 61, said her
stocks were only enough for her
layal customers.

“Sometimes they order 30 but |
can only them about 20. [ am
taking only 50 sen per kg in profit,
after selling it at RM2.80.%

An online search of supermar-
kets show that chickens are priced
betweln RMB.90 and RM10 per kg. .

‘Mydin Supermarket through its
TikTok account said it complies
with the ceiling price for one kilo of
chicken. On its website, a whole
chicken s priced at RM11.49.

Lotus's Malaysin displays an even
lower price at RMB.99 per kg on its
website, but customers are limited
to only three birds per person.

Giant Malaysfa ‘and  Village
Grocer, thro the HappyFresh
and Bites websites, show RMI5.84
(RM9.90 per kg and RM16.90
respectively for each bird,

In GEORGE TOWN, a chec

BM8.90 per kg but w charge con-
Sumers R-xrmm for processing
the chicken.

“IF we don't, we would not make
‘much profit as the cost for each bird
Is already RM9.90," he satd.

Mydin sald most traders at
lthe market also faced supply prob-

ems.

“Sometimes when we ovder 300
chickens, . only give us half,
saying that there's not enough to go
around,” he'sald.
mnxj:arm trader, Lal Keal;d :ns.

‘the government ne to
strengthen the ringgit as it had con-
tributed 1o the soaring price of
chickens,

“The weak cucrency has affected
poultry farmers wha have to import
chicken feed.” he sald.
ewife Judy Choo, 74, said
chicken -used o be among the
chenpest meats but Tits quite expen-

sive now",
Sy T { Farouk,

k

The Star at the Ch Maﬂ:{
yesterday found that chickens were
sold dt RMB.90 per kg each but con-
summers had to pay an extra RM2 for
the chicken to be processed.

Chicltsen sﬁ;ethller Mohammad
M 1, e and suppl
issmthad started bafore Ramuf;l{
and peaked during the Harl Rayn
period due to the demand.

“For now, we sell chickens at

61, said in the past, his family ate
clifcken almost every day as it was
rich in protein.

“Now, I get it for my family only
once a week”

Farouk said although most peo-
ple could stlll afford chicken now,
the government should look into a
new price mechanizm to heip con-
sumers and traders.

Kiandee:
Grocers
can meet
demand
for chicken

By ILI AQILAH and IVAN HQ
newsdesk@thestar.com.my

MANJUNG: Supermarkets are still

able to meet the demand for chick-

en, says Datk Serl Dr Ronald
Be!

The Agricuiture and Food
Industries Minister said this was
based on checks condurted about
10 days ago.

“Our cherks showed that super
markets could provide between 1.8

* million and two million ehickens a

day. T]}:od mlnjstrg,: mw;l]]ﬁd ensure
B supply, report-
mmmmmenmmw
Development Centre at Segari here
yesterday.

He also said the Cahinet had met
and listed several shortterm and
lung-lararﬁ énéa:duﬁm would
enable i ers
to have stable production. L

Kiandee sald the chicken price
was based on several fartors,
inrluding the feed.

“Right now, we have set the ceil-
ing price at RMB.90 per kg as the
re! cost is bemg borne by
subsidy, If we leave it fo the market
price, it can go up to hetween RM10
and RM11 per kg” he said.

On the subsidy for chicken farm-
ers, Kiandee said they could stli
apply for it after the deadline on
June 5.

“1 want to encourage all the
industry players to come forward
and apply for the allocated subsidy.

“Before this, they need sev-
eral levels of approvals but now we
have shortened the procedure - the
state government may give them
approval and we will conduct a
final check later,” he said.

He added thar so far, only
EM71mil worth of subsidy had been
paitt out from the total RM729.43mil
allocated, under the XKeluarga
Malaysia Price Control Scheme
since Feb S, in line with serting the
ceiling price of standard chicken at
RM8.90 per kg.

In Gopeng, Perak Mentrl Besar
Drahuk Seri Saarani Mobamad urged
chicken sellers not to hoord the
birds and sell them at a higher

price.

He sald it was dangerous to do sa
as it would adversely affect the peo-
ple and the food Industry. -

"I am mot saying that the practice
is currently happening.

“;Bm used l;)‘ ':gve an
ant campaign and we are
aware that this t?ppmlble.‘ hie said
at A press conference after attend-
ing the State Agriculture Develop.
ment Corporation Harl Raya open
hiouse at the Treasure at Herb
Garden here yesterday,

“Traders know that since demand
is high, some buyers will not mind
paying more,

“This ran be very dangerous as
only the rich can afford chicken
then,” he said. :

Consumers have corplained of a
chicken shortage in the country,

% that, the government
has the export of chickens
starting today while allowing
Import of the birds to ensure there
is sufficient supply in the matket.

Saarani assured the people that
there was ample stock n the siate.

“There are mo {ssues for now,
unless people are hearding chick-
ens l?l Le sold at a higher price;" he
added.
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ETALING JAYA: Malaysia has the

right climare, fertile soll and

ample rain w plant that

meet the nation's needs and

enswre food security Ingtead of tumbng (o

imports, wh.i;h cost some K60 billion
v, sa 1

professar of economies Dr K. Kuperan
Viswanathun.

He said vegeiable fanmers must be
glven and
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» Agriculture needs to be promoted
as heavy reliance onimports not
sustainable, say economists

be any major disruptions to rice

production, Malaysia may find it hard o

source the grain’

He sald the government meeds to
lculture to enéure national

support while rice, that is a staple in
Mailaysia, is imperted frorn Thailand and
other ne/ghbouriog countries.

“Our foed import bill stands at about
RME0 [ty and will

food securlty and cannot rely on Imports
to meet domestic conswoption,
“The reasen given for Importing food
Is that it is cheaper. But im ringgit
kend, import costs will rise and result

to grow If the couniry fails to become

selt-suificlent in food production,” he

said, adding that feod security Js a criical

macier that needs o be given special

aftention. N
Kuperan said the climate and soll In

Malaysla ase slmllac mb Thalland and
igh Lt we

in hlﬁher matket prices, thus hurting the
poopla’s alfordability” Kuperan said,
adding that there bs an urgent need 10
increase food production to ensure food
remains affordable to all levels of soclety.
“The government has emphasized
helping the car, electronics and
industrles bur s simllar focus

ta import rice.

"The question Is why Malaysla cannol
do the same when Thailand can be
seif sufficlent and export s excess rica
production,

“Only 5% of rice produced globally is
tradod on the workd marker. Should there

i lacking in the agriculture sector, which
is vital 10 preserve our natlonal food
securlty. The current high prices of
getables have shown the f
self-rellance,” he sald:
Kuperan called on the gevernment o
provide targeted subsidies to help

Ui el 0o, 1HAISeU U LY

10 impoarts. — BERNAMAPIX

low-income gioups overcome the
high com of purchasing agriculture
produce,

Sunway University economics
professor Dr Yesh Kim Leng sald
food security e essential for
national survival.

“There cous ~e widespread
hunger i people cannot buy
food, and this will lead 10 chaos”™

Ho sald while Malaysia is not
facing a threat to It supply
chain, the  Russia-Ukraine
conflict is cousing food prices
10 rise.

“Our food import bUi has
continued to grow sherply and it is
making things mote expensive.

“The government can help reduce
the people's burden by
mhnijh!ng basic  food o2
ftems,  while lh:}w 'M_!*h
consumed by the middle
and hij u-h{mmu grolps pagel.
should be left ou”
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