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Preserving marine
lobster population

Project aims to raise awareness on threat caused
by overfishing to meet high consumer demand

By REMAR NORDIN
remar.nardin@thestar.com my

AS PART ol its elforts to creale 1
sustainable food source for the
country, the Johor Pisheries
Departiment has launched an
awareqness campaign dubbed the
“lohster refugia iniliative.™

Sultun Iskandar Mavine Park
Resoutce Management and
Pratection chief Nur Afifah A,
Ratitnan said the project was in
line with the Fisheries Refugin in
the Sauth China $ea and Gulf of
Thalland project under the
Southeast Asian Pisherles
Developiment Center (Seafdec).

It is also supported hy the
United Nations Enwlromment
Programme (UNLP) and the Globai
Environment Facility (GET).

“These international collabora-
tions started back in 2018 through
the Fisheries Departinent and afin
Lo strengthen marine life manage-
menl and make sure LS much
more systematic,

“In the context of Johnr, we will
conduct o dialogue with the local
furmers on how we can preserve
our marine ecosystem by con-
trolling overfishing und destruc-
live lishing practices,” she sald
when contacted.

Yisheries refugia management is
an additional system to the cur-
rent marine protected area (MPA),
which is a section of the ocean
where the government has placed
tinits an huinan activity,

"The refugin syster is nol an
MPA, it is mare on the protection
steps that we can make to ensure
aur resodrees and food stock are
sustainahle.

“For the lobster refugiu initia-
tive, the main threat to the lobsier
marine population is overfishing,”
she said, adding that this was due
to the kigh consutner demand.

The lobster refugia iniriative is
impnartant, as currently there is no
programme dedicated to presery
ing or Inereasing the papulation nf
lobster in Johor waters.

e |

An officer fram the Johaor Fisheries Departrnent {right) showing how to

reasure the length of a lobster carapace to a group of fishermen In

Kota Tinggi.

“Lobster is pact of the crusta-
cean seafood that has an outer
stell, such as crab and prawns.

"Generally, it can be (und on
the sand floor ay on the reels
hetween five and 100 mewes of
acean depth,” she said, adding
that labster was also a nocturnal
wnimal.

Under the refugia initintive, Nur
Aflfuh said the department had
planned various engngement and
pramotion programmes not only
for the Oshermen hut olso or the
local fishing community and the
public.

“Throuzh close cooperation and
surveillance, we can ensure that
lobsters are still able to be cuught
anel comrmercialised under con-
trol.

“Based on the feedback that we
have received so (a1, there have

heen reports [romm the fishing com-

munity an the decline of the lab-
ster population in Jobor.

“They are hoping that the
departinent could help intervene
and create a breeding programme
sa that these sgucius would he chle
to survive in the johor waters,”
she sald, adding that the commu-
nity had also given their promise
1@ support the refugia and conser-
vation etTorts.

Nur Alifah added thal the
department called for fevaporary
han an ¢atching labsters, stientifi-
cally kmown as panuifrus polypha-
£us, between July and Septeinber
every year

“This is hecause it is the nating
season lor these lobsters during
this period,” she said, adding that
the fisherinen should also avoid
catching tobsters with egas and
having carapuce length less (than
fom.
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