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Agriculture: The next engine of growth

Food security experts vation programmes and activi-

ties to support the advancement

say the country nee_ds of agro-tech by strengthening the

to adopt best practices link between basic (esttnn:h output

. with industrial application to

o_f countries such as increase the rate of contribution

Finland, Ireland and by RDGI :w modernisation
of the agro- subscctor.

Norway .that have been e ki R

performing well also offering incentives in terms of

tax deductions through the appli-

by AKMAR ANNUAR u.lmnuflncdinmv:rlnnl. itsaid.

, these i
AN ESTIMATED 840 million of the an BDClmtmmlyhmng imple

world's population will face food
Insecurity by 2030 if the fssue is not
addressed immediately, according
to the United Nations,

This is especially urgent with
the increase in climate change and
global population as wellas supply
chain disruptions such as those

experienced during the pandemis

Hence, food security has become
a top priority in many countries as
of late.

Food rity has b a top pri

system is resource-efficient and

as of late

ity in many
understanding of the ability of a

an average share of 7.5% for the

'wdlnl.heM

mmmd in government a;em:les
-linked
Investment
Development Authority (Mida),
Malaysia Research Accelerator
for Technology and Innovation
(MRanti), Malaysian Technol-
ogy Development Corp Sdn Bhd
(MTDC) and Cradle Fund Sdn Bhd. ~
MAFS said moving forward, the
improvement of the GFSI needs

waste-free and the country pioneers  country to provide a better situs-  period from 2015 102021, to focus on investment in R&ED to

In Malaysia, the Agriculture  and runs pilots on research, inno- - tion of food to the people based on Based on 1h¢ repurt, the sector  increase the country’s productiv-
and Food Security Ministry (MAFS)  vations and new operating meth-  the state of the agriculture develop i a less power- ity and reduce food production
said the food security situation is  eds that aim for a sustainable food  ment there. ful engmc nl' Malaysia's economic  costs through mndcminﬁon:mi
still good, but the country needs to em. “This is because the index growth. technology.
address some disruptions caused Similarly, Ireland is promotinga ~ of GFSI is the lation of lless, MAFS still believed Applauding the govern:
by geopolitical tensions that have inable food systemapproachin - various factors and affordability lhau;rlwltuu playsanimportant  ment’s support and incentives
impacted poultry supply. its policies, especially inagricul of Singapore is better than Malay-  role as a food provider, job creator  for the sector, Malaysian Agricul-

Currently, Malaysia is ranked This comes with Ircland's efforts  sia, because Singapore’s per capita  and generates income from export — tural Research and Development
41st at the global level for Global  to encourage and facilitate know-  income is better than Malaysia,  products and as an input to other  Institute’ (Mardi) DG Datuk Dr
Food Sceurity Index (GFS1) witha  ledge transfer and investment o thus enabling them to have more lndusuiu Mohamad Zabawi Abdul Ghani
seore of 69.9, 10th in the Asia-Pa-  support innovation in the agro-  purchasing power than Malaysians il il g R&D  noted that the agricultural sector
cific region and second afterSinga-  food sector and in scaling up the  he said in a recent statement. plays a crueial role in me séctor.  continues to be one of the most
pore (73,1} in the Asean region. production of climate-resilient and Besides, he added that the Singa-  The government acknowledges  important growth engines forthe

However, MAFS emphasised that  nutritious foods. pore govetnment adoptsopen trade  the importance of forging strong  national
a country’s food security should not In line with GPSI's vision, to food and agriculture products  partnerships between research In the recent development,

* be measured competitively, Norway also places food secu-  which enable importers to import  organisations and industry. Mardi has collaborated with

“There are differences in need  rity as a top priority with US$300  the best and most affordable food Inthe 's Nation Tehran's Agricultural Research,
and demand for food according to million (RM1.26 billion) in grants  or agriculture products driven by food Policy 2021-2030 (DANZ. 0),  Education nnd l!:neminn Organi-.
diet trends and prefi alsothe  all d for food security initia-  markets. two :tnlcgu-n \mdc.-r tke Policy  sation
economic background is a contri-  tives in 2022, The other aspect, of why the  Thrust jonand  tion in agri , especially inthe
buting factor that makes a coun- Norway works towards strength-  next-door country fared better  smart agriculture, field of h and develop
try ranked better,” MAFS told The  ening local and regional value  than Malaysia in GPSI, is in terms Reflecting on those strate- Meanwhile, the Malaysian
Mﬂquhnhwmﬂw;mnuy chllns and adapeation of food  ofresearch and development (R&D)  gies, MAFS intends to intensify Pimpyle ladustry Board [MPIB)

For M toimproveits rank  pr fon to climate change. where Malaysia scores 48.7 for arch, developmer i with the
in the GFS1, food security experts MAFS observed that tack-  agricultural research and develop-  cialisation and innovation (RDCT) BM9 m!llkm allocation from the
are saying that the country needs  ling Food waste is also an agenda  ment expenditure, while Singapore  in catalysing modernisation of  Johor government, hoping this will
to adopt best practices of coun- g inable food  scores §3.2. the agro-food sector by increas-  realise the board's night farming
tries such as Finland, Ireland and  system. Despite the challenges, Malay-  ing both fiscal and non-fiscal  plan to increase pincapple exports
Norway that have been performing Similarly, Singapore managesto  sia is still ranked in the top 10 best  resources for research activities. from 400,000 to 700,000 tonnes a
well secure food supply through imports.  positions in Asia Pacific and second “We need to look into reducing  year by 2025, ;

According to GFSI, these three  while maintaining its nutritional  best in Ascan in food security based  thetime taken for intellectual prop- Hence, MPIB plans to extend
countries have the highest scorein  and food safety standards. on the GFSTindex. erty certification processes and  night farming for the MD2 pine-
all four catcgories that were in line On another note, MAFS Minister MAFS disclosed that the agri-  intensifying international knowl-  apples as these are sought after
with food security dimensions. Mohamad Sabu shared that thereis  culture sector only contributed  edge exchanges,” MAFS said. for export, especially to the Middie

MAFS said the Finnish food  a misconception in terms of GFSI  7.1% of the total GDP in 2021 with It will also invest in more inno-  East and Europe.
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Urban farming is able to
reduce food miles which are
responsible for 3b tonnes of
carbon emissions annually if
measurad on a global scale

by AZALEA AZUAR

CITY dweliess have been growing fresh
produce like fruits and vegetables in vacant
lots, roaftops and abandoned indoor spaces
since the World War H era.

The then-US government also introduced
meatless and wheatless days to cut consu
P b Rooid calods &

ing the
war.

These farms managed 1o produce 40%
of the crops nationwide.

After the war, the food culture In the city
and suburbs declined and was replaced by
b Shrivia wikich devel

oped in the. 2
In Europe, pre-war crop fallures and

plevious dés Lo d food led 1

scrious food shorages.

Therefore, urban farming was adopted in
order to feed Allied troops.

Past times, Covid 19 b
raised the popularity of urban farming sfter
it caused severe food supply Issues due to the
Movenient Control Order (MCO).

According to & report by

¥

“The situation was cspecially bad during
the implementation of the first MCO where
~ due to movement restrictions — fresh
food supplies such as vegetables from Jocal

3 i

;vewruxhndlh:hmﬁ'dh;m‘mn‘
it said.
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Cultivating
s urban farmia

in Mal:

Besides allowing consumers 1o take the
tssue into their own hands, urban farming was
abie to reduce food miles which are responsi-
il freciny it peclally la areas with d htions,
annually if messured on & global seale. d h Y prob-
It could also enhance local ecosystems  lems,
Fertllisers and pesticides will alio con-

which attracts pollinaters while

urban areas, 5
(ireen Fingers Aquaponics Farm CEO
and founder Charles

Lal noted that during

the pandemic, the Klang alley suffered o
shartage of most of the
ies were from Migh-

pply fssucs, Ll sah ilsa
had more extra time while being confined to
their homes during the MCOs.

Wanting someihing productive 10 do
d-:.ingthe tockdown, Lai noticed that more

the water s,

*It is important that the use of these
methods is reduced in urban arcas and moni-
tored by the local authorities,” Lai sakd.

Marcover, the overuse of public water
supply by these urban farms could cause
watcr shortages in the city therefore, they
would need to utilise treated wastewater.

as most skilled and experienced agricultural
workers preferred to live away from the cities.

Therefore, for urban farms 1o work, people
had to be educated and d,
very time-consuming, rs;mnw and not on
the top of local governments' priority list at
the time.

Challenges in Urban Farmin,
Despite its many benefits, urban figmllq

2 v pesti-

A

Azcording to Lai, he cost of setting up & do-t-yoursel aquapanics farm can range from RMS.000 to RM 10,000 depending on the size

J ities have been
hearlly polluted which in turn harms erop

;mnmrhh.umhmmmd
to buy new soll to carry out efficient farming
with high yields.

In Malaysia, there is insufficvicnt land for
utban farming and not enough support for

Fresh Delivery from Farm

to Home

urban farmers as well us lmited
and education,

Although starting an urban farm may be
easy, Lal advised that one needs to build itto
acertain scale in ordet to make it cconomical

*If you do it small, your overhesd costs will
be high and then your sales will be low,” be
said, adding that it is « matter of consistency
and quantity.

Lai hoped that the current government
could support and fund city dwellers who
want o build their own farms.

He noted that the previous

Located in clany

Iumumnn!-m'hkhmmpownl"ﬂ

system to,

produce:
An approsimately 50-minute drive from

morning and deliver them straight to the

customers in the afternoon,
"At the moment we serve

restan

retailers,
rants and dircetly to end users,” he told TAR.
Currently, without jtx own market, Green
ko the Bkl Rty

was looking to encourage mare youths into
urhan farming

L L o Youth and "“
try, Agriculture and Food Industry Ministry
{Mafi), as well as the fedenal Department of
Lands and Mines (JKFTG), have formed o stra-
tegie partnership (o achieve the target.

50 far, a intal of 8,000 young entrepreneurs

received assistance including grants,

funding, as well as short-term courses and
technical and financial advisory services.

P g W0 8 e W o

such as Bilabila Mart and Ola Mart.

Green Fingers also does e-commerce

ty which customers can arder

Attps:ligreenfingers.arderla. my/green.
Jingern2744 and they will deliver it straight
 their homes.

Lai shared that their joumey had not been

a smooth one. His team

began
the farm at the end of 2019, just when the

pandemic began beeaking out.
"Just when we started to

[

clear the land and
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