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Subsidi
ayam, telur
ditarik balik?

Oleh FAHMI FAIZ
utusannews@mediamulia.com.my

PETALING JAYA: Penternak
ayam penelur percaya kerajaan
tidak akan meneruskan pemberi
subsidi kepada mereka dalam
usaha menstabilkan pengelu-
aran bekalan tersebut.

Satu sumber mewakili se-
buah ladang pengeluar telur di
Lembah Klang mendedahkan,
perkara itu semakin jelas apabi-
la borang permohonan tuntutan
subsidi dalam bentuk Google

Form dalam laman web Jabatan

Perkhidmatan Veterinar (JPV)
sudah tiada. :

Kata sumber, tindakan kera-
jaan yang tidak menetapkan
dasar sama ada mahu menerus-
kan subsidi atau tidak, mengun-
dang padah kerana ia menjejas-
kan operasi pengeluaran telur
harian di ladang.

“Sepatutnya, kami mengelu-
arkan 600,000 sehingga 650,000
biji telur setiap hari. Tapi sebab
tidak mampu menampung kos
operasi terutama makanan
ayam, kini kami cuma mampu
menghasilkan 450,000 sehingga
500,000 biji saja telur sehari,
menyusut hampir 30 peratus. Ini
bukan saja di ladang kami, malah
ladang-ladang syarikat lain pun
sama,” katanya.

Bagaimanapun, setakat ini,
kerajaan belum mengeluarkan
kenyataan rasmi berhubung
perkara itu _

Katanya, ‘kehilangan’ bo-
rang Google atau Google Form
yang penternak perlu isi untuk
permohonan subsidi itu dise-
dari pada awal bukan ini ketika
mereka mahu menghantar per-
mohonan menuntut subsidi.

“Masalahnya, Google Form
itu sudah tiada lagi, itulah ramai
penternak bising, ada atau tidak
subsidi. Kalau ada subsidi, caka-
plah ada;” kata sumber di sini,
semalam.

Kelmarin, Menteri Pertanian -
dan Keterjaminan Makanan
(MAFS), Datuk Seri Mohamad
Sabu berkata, kerajaan akan
mengkaji semula keperluan
pemberian subsidi kepada pen-
ternak ayam dan telur menje-
lang pertengahan tahun ini.

Beliau berkata, ini kerana se-
hingga kini, subsidi yang diberi-
kan kepada penternak tersebut
sudah mencecah RM1.8 bilion
dan dijangka melebihi RM2 bi-
lion menjelang Jun ini. 3

“Subsidi ini kita berikan se-
hingga Jun dan menjelang bulan
itu kita akan buat kajian sama
ada hendak diteruskan subsidi
atau ada cara yang lain yang
perlu dibuat,” katanya.
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Headline Mat Sabu: Government will certainly allocate funds to private educational institutions if

MediaTitle Nanyang Siang Pau
Date 20 Feb 2023
Section National

Page No Al8

Language Chinese

Journalist N/A

Frequency Daily
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Headline
MediaTitle
Date
Section
Page No
Language
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Perak ‘export’ pork to KL-Sel, to ease shortage in supply

'China Press
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Headline
MediaTitle
Date
Section
Page No
Language
Journalist
Frequency

Deputy minister : Finance ministry agreed compensating to pig farm operators
Kwong Wah Yit Poh

20 Feb 2023 Color Black/white
‘Nation Circulation 59,667
Al,A3 Readership 179,000
Chinese ArticleSize 370 cm?
N/A AdValue RM 1,738
Daily PR Value RM 5,214
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Headline Deputy minister : Finance ministry agreed compensating to pig farm operators

MediaTitle 'Kwong Wah Yit Poh

Date 20 Feb 2023 Color ‘Black/white
Section Nation Circulation 159,667
Page No A1,A3 Readership 179,000
Language Chinese ArticleSize 370 cm?
Journalist N/A AdValue RM 1,738
Frequency :Daily PR Value RM 5,214
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Deputy MAFS Minister: Perak live pigs allowed to be transported to Selangor, Kuala Lumpur i aR N4 e

Nanyang Siang Pau
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Chinese

N/A

Daily
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ArticleSize 127 cm?
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Headline ‘Chan urges pig farm operator wait patiently over compensation P e e M e
MediaTitle quang Ming Daily _ S ﬁ
Date 20 Feb 2023 Color Black/white ror 1 Pl 3
Section ‘News Circulation 149,712 oy -
Page No fA6 ‘Readership ;149,136 R, P
Language Chinese ArticleSize 243 cm? o St en
Journalist N/A AdValue RM 2,798 F L

Frequency Daily PR Value RM 8,395
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Sahah

Sabah fisheries dept warns
public not to consume
shellfish due to red tide
near Sepanggar Island

KOTA KINABALU: The Sabah
Fisheries Department (SFD)
has advised the public not to
consume shellfish from Kota
Kinabalu and Tuaran waters
after a red tide was detected near
Sepanggar Island on Friday that
could last up to a week.

SFD director Azhar Kassim said
their Biosecurity Department
found pyrodinium bahamense
and margafidinium polykrikoides
cells in one litre of samples to
exceed dangerous levels.

“The cells spread fast and have
reached Sutera Harbour and the
Jesselton Jetty waters, Likas
Bay and Gaya islands with the
hi%hest reading being near the
Sabah International Convention
Centre,” he said when contacted
yesterday.

A red tide is composed of
harmful blooms or algae that
could cause mass mortalities of
marine life and lead to human
intoxication or even death.

Azhar said more than 2000
margalefidinium polykrikoides
cells in a litre poses danger to
fish by latching on their gills and
suffocating them.

“It'sthe pyrodinium bahamense
that is dangerous when it exceeds
800 cells per litre. They can live
inside shellfish and cause severe
food poisoning.

Symptoms include headache,
nausea and excruciating stomach
pain,” he said, adding that those
who have ingested shellfish and
are experiencing these symptoms
are advised to seek immediate
medical attention.

Meanwhile, the  Labuan
Fisheries =~ Department  has
reminded the people on the
island to avoid consuming
shellfish from mainland Sabah

with immediate effect.

Its director Faizal Ibrahim
Suhaili said the department will
strictly meonitor the inflow of
shellfish from Sabah at Labuan
ferry terminals to prevent cases
of paralytic shellfish poisoning
(PSP).

“As the SFD has issued a
warning of red tide, this applies
in Labuan as well as Labuan
waters is linked to Sabah waters”
he told Bernama.

He said paralytic shellfish
poisoning is a syndrome that
people could develop if they eat
seafood contaminated by red
tide.

PSP can be life threatening
and often shows itself within
two hours of consumption and
symptoms include tingling: a
burning sensation; numbness;
drowsiness and respiratory
paralysis.

“Red tide blooms can last
days, weeks, or months and can
also change daily due to wind
conditions and water currents..
onshore winds normally bring
it near the shore and offshore
winds drive it out to sea.

“Do not eat molluscs (clams
or oysters) taken from red tide
waters, as they contain toxins
that cause food poisoning,” he
said.

Labuan in April 2015 had
reported two cases of paralytic
shellfish poisoning involving two
local fishermen from Kampung
Sungai Miri.

Red tide is named after
the reddish colour that toxic
plankton produces and certain
marine creatures that feed on
the contaminated plankton had
caused deaths in Sabah in the
early 1980s. — Bernama
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CLIMATE CHANGE

VEGGIE PRICE
RISING DUE T
HEAVY RAINS

However, Fama expects prices
to drop within @ month or two

QISTINA SALLEHUDDIN
KUALA LUMPUR
news@nst.com.my

HE country’s continu-
ous wet weather has con-
tributed to the increase

in vegetable prices, said
farmers’ associations and con-
sumer rights groups.

Kuala Langat Area Farmers Or-
ganisation chairman Dr Abdul
Razak Khasbullah said the change
in climate and uncertain weather

“had badly affected farmers’ veg-
etable production.

“However, the demand keeps

increasing, leading to the in-
crease in price.”

He said natural disasters caused
by climate change, such as floods,
had highly impacted farmers' pro-
duction costs due to farm services
and maintenance.

Razak said this included the in-
put cost such as seed, fertiliser
and agrochernical items used to
help in production, which had af-
fected farmers’ profit and work-
ing capital.

“It would take at least around
six months for a farm to reach a
full cycle and produce vegetables
when it is hit by the flood.

“This is also the reason why
many farmers gave up and we have
to outsource the production.”

Previously, the New Straits
Times (NST) reported that pfices
of several vegetables had skyrock-
eted by more than 160 per cent.

Based on a list provided by the
Consumers Association of Penang,
the price of lady’s fingers had gone
up from RM6 per kilogramme last
month to RM16 this month.

Similarly, long beans had dou-
bled in price from RM6 per kg to
RM12, tomatoes from RM4.50 per
kg to RMIO and eggplants from
RM7 per kg to RM12.

At the same time, the price com-
parison done by the NST yesterday
on a local market in Kuala Lumpur
and Domestic Trade and Con-
sumer Affairs Ministry’s price-
checker website also revealed that
several prices of vegetables had
nearly doubled this month.

This included red chilli prices,

which had gone up from RMI2
per kg to RM22, tomatoes from
RM6 to RM9.80 and eggplants
from RM11 to RM19.67.

However, Federal Agricultural
Marketing Authority (Fama) had
said the prices of vegetables were
likely to see a drop within the next
meonth or two following numer-
ous efforts taken by the agency.

Its chairman, Datuk Mohd Fasi-
ah Mohd Fakeh, said the prices of

vegetables were expected to sta-
bilise soon.

He said Fama was working with
the Agriculture and Food Indus-
tries Ministry on the matter.

Following this, Federation of
Malaysian Consumers Associa-
tions secretary-general Datuk Dr
Paul Selvaraj said it was impor-
tant for Malaysia to stabilise its
food production to reduce the
cost of essential food such as veg-
etables.

He added that the govern-
ment’s underinvestment in agri-
culture had also contributed to
the increase in vegetable prices.

“Only 12 per cent of our agri-
cultural land is used for food pro-
duction, while the remaining is
used for cash crops. Hence, thisis
why our food production is not
sufficient and we need to import.

“(And) when there is an issue
with the source country, whether
it is a conflict or climate change,
the production will go down and
supply will be limited.

“Therefore, we need to increase
our food production so our self-
sufficiency rate (also) increases.”

He added that monopoly prac-
tices and price distortion along
the supply chain were also
among the reasons for the in-
crease in vegetable prices.

“This is why in terms of the pol-
icy, we need to focus on food pro-
duction and a free market supply
chain to stabilise the prices and
reduce food import.-

“Hence, we need to look at agri-
culture as a critical part of our
community wellbeing because
food is essential and this is where |
policy, regulation and removal of
all kinds of barriers are crucial to

ensure good food pm_duaion.’



