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UTUSAN

MALAYSIA

DALAM
_ NEGERI

Kumbahan lembu
bukan sebab Sungai
Lereh tercemar

MELAKA: Rata-rata penduduk
sekitar Sungai Lereh di sini me-
nolak dakwaan pencemaran
sungai itu yang berlaku Sabtu
lalu, sehingga warna air ber-
tukar hitam dan berbau busuk
berpunca daripada kumbahan
najis ternakan lembu.di Kam-
pung Bukit Belian.

Bercakap kepada Utusan Ma-
laysia, Pengerusi Jawatankuasa
E dan Keselama-
tan Kampung (JPKK) Kampung
Paya Rumput, Mohamad Abd.
Rahman, 61, berkata, mereka
percaya pencemaran itu di-
sebabkan sisa-sisa dari Tapak
Pelupusan Sisa Pepejal Sanitari
Sungai Udang.

“Tidak mungkin air najis
ternakan menjadi punca hing-
ga menyebabkan air Sungai Se-
berang Gajah dan Sungai Lereh
hingga ke muara bertukar men-
jadi hitam dan berbau busuk,”
katanya ketika ditemui.

Beliau berkata demikian ke-
tika diminta mengulas kenya-
taan Ahli Dewan Undangan
Negeri (ADUN) Klebang, Datuk
Lim Ban Hong yang memak-
lumkan, laporan awal Jabatan
Alam Sekitar (JAS) mendapati,
sampel air sungai menunjuk-
kan pencemaran berpunca

PEMANDANGAN dari udara menunjultkan Sungai
Mehlfabuhiarwmnm - UTUSAN/AMRAN MULUP

daripada kumbahan lembu dan
bukannya dari Tapak Pelupu-
san Sisa Pepejal Sanitari Sungai
Udang.

Ban Hong berkata, JAS dan
Jabatan Perkhidmatan Veteri-
nar (DVS) akan melakukan ope-
rasi bersepadu untuk meninjau
kolam kumbahan di ladang ter-
nakan itu dan melihat pengen-
daliannya.

Menurutnya, ia bertujuan
memastikan air najis terna-
kan tidak lagi dibuang tanpa
dirawat ke Sungai Seberang
Gajah dan seterusnya masuk
ke Sungai Lereh.

Sementara itu, pemilik la-
dang ternakan di Kampung
Bukit Belian, Ah Seng menge-
sahkan, JAS telah datang mene-
muinya dan memberi amaran
supaya tidak membuang sisa
kumbahan ke dalam sungai.

Katanya, dia turut diarah-
kan menutup longkang aliran
kumbahan daripada terus ma-
suk ke Sungai Seberang Gajah.

“Saya sendiri terkejut de-
ngan aduan mengatakan air na-
jis dari ladang ternakan lembu
saya menjadi punca air Sungai
Lereh bertukar wamna hitam dan
berbau busuk, sebab saya hanya
bela 90 ekor lembu,” katanya.
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Initiative to address displinary
issues at school bearing fruit

#2 Farming programme to
curb delinquency sparks
interest in agriculture with
success of rock melon yield

KUALA LUMPUR: A Setapak primary
school's  out-of-the-box approach to
disciplining its pupils has succeeded in
yielding multiple gains for the institution.

SK Jalan Ayer Panas' urban farming
initiative, called Cityfarm, has almost
completely resolved the school’s disciplinary
issues, mainly pertaining to pupils coming to
school late. In addition, its successful
cultivation of rock melons using a fertigation
system has garnered the attention of various
other institutions, Bernama reported.

“Cityfarm is a two-in-one initiative. It
teaches our pupils to be disciplined and gives
them the opportunity to learn about
agriculture. In fact, some of them have even
started gardening at home. Their parents and
the local community have also shown interest
in the programme and are actively involved
init.

“The farm is also generating an income for

Ibrahim showing a meton from the farm at the school. - BERNAMAPIC

our school from the sale of the produce and
from the consulting fee we impaose on those
who want to learn the fertigation technique
that we use,’ said teacher Ibrahim Ismail,
who was responsible for initiating the
Cityfarm project.

Located just 10km from the Petronas Twin
Towers, SK Jalan Ayer Panas uses the returns
from the farm to meet the needs of its
underprivileged pupils form the B40 group
living at a Peaple’s Housing Project nearby.

Headmistress Rozalina Razali said the
school has an enrolment of 700 pupils and
most of them are from B40 families.

“In terms of academic achievement, we
may not be able to compete with other
schools in the capital. But we are proud
because these days whenever SK Jalan Ayer
Panas is mentioned, people immediately
think of its farm.

“In terms of tackling the issue of
latecomers, we would say our ‘punishment as
a form of learning’ approach has been
successful in disciplining latecomers.”

As to how the idea of starting the farm
came about, Ibrahim said as the school's
disciplinary teacher he was initially at a loss
trying to find an effective solution to address
the issue of latecomers.

Ibrahim said the school sought the advice
of KMK Agro Global Sdn Bhd, the Putrajaya

Department of Agriculture and the Malaysian
Agricultural Research and Development
Instte as well as received funding from
Edana Delight Bakery to get started on their
rock melon cultivation in 2019. :

“We began with 200 rock melon plants. We
now have 350 plants growing on a plot
measuring 30 feet by 80 feet, which we
cultivate using a fertigation system.”

The melons harvested at Cityfarm are
snapped up by buyers and demand outstrips
supply.

He said the farm’s rock melon cultivation is
alternated with other crops such as
cucumbers, bitter gourds and long beans,
depending on the situation.

“Our profits are channelled into a fund for
the school and the pupils”

Cityfarm is currently managed by a special
committee comprising 10 teachers from the
school.

SK Jalan Ayer Panas’ successful application
of the fertigation system has drawn the
attention of various organisations and
institutions, including several schools in the
Klang Valley.

When asked about plans for the future,
Ibrahim said the school will not deviate from
the original purpose of creating Cityfarm,
which is to educate children and inculcate a
love of gardening in the local community.




