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© Afandi vy ?‘fméndapat ban—
tuan tiga agensi kerajaan untuk

mengusahakan projek berkena-
an berkata, sifat arnab yang ce-

pat membiak dan tidak mudah
dijangkiti penyaklt menjadi kele-
bihan untuk terus berjaya meng
usahakan prolek berkenaan

msahakan sejak 2013

1 ngalamansebehlmml.

?fmd:raman perluaskan pro;ek ternakan amab pedagmg yang T

punyai lebih 20 pelanggan tetap
yang memerlukan bekalan da-
ging segar dan masingmasing
memerlukan antara 20 hingga 50
kilogram (kg) sebulan. Harga pa-
saran daging segar antara RMBO
hingga RM36 sekilogram.

~ “Selepas PKP saya mampu
menjual kira-kira 30kg sebulan,
namun permintaan kini mula
bertambah. Saya yakin pening-
katan jualan akan berlaku seca-
ra berperingkat,” katanya, di sini
semalam.

- Beliaumula serius menguSaha
kan projek ternakan arnab peda
ging sejak 2013 selepas mengambil
keputusan meninggalkan pernia-

'gaanwmngcenduldlsml. b

‘Sokongan agensi kerajaan se-

perti Institut Penyelidikan dan

Kemajuan Pertanian Malaysia
(MARDI), Pihak Berkuasa Ke-
majuan Pekebun Kecil Perusa-

- haan Getah (RISDA) dan Jabatan

Perkhidmatan Veterinar Negeri

- Pahang menambahkan ‘sema-

ngatnya untuk menceburi projek
berkenaan walaupun tanpa pe

- {Foto Mohd Rafi MamatlBH)
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Dulu sekadar hobl...

Bekas peniaga cendol kini miliki lebih 300 arnab pedaging, hiasan

Oleh Mohd Rafi Mamat
am@hmetro.com.my

Maran

ambutan menggalak-

kan pelanggan terha-

dap daging arnab men-
dorong seorang lelaki yang
pernah mengusahakan per-
niagaan cendol menternak
haiwan berkenaan secara
komersial di Kampung Bukit
Lada, Chenor, dekat sini.

Bermula sebagai hobi de-
ngan memiliki enam ekor
arnab, Afandi Wok Samah,
58, pernah mempunyai lebih
300 haiwan berkenaan jenis
pedaging dan hiasan sepan-
jang tempoh 10 tahun.

Afandi berkata, sifat arnab
yang cepat membiak dan ti-
dak mudah dijangkiti pen.ya
kit menjadi kelebihan untuk
dia terus berjaya mengusa-
hakan projek berkenaan de-
ngan bantuan agensi kera-
jaan.

Menurutnya, sebelum ini
permintaan daging armab
sentiasa bertambah
sehingga dia tidak
dapat imemenu-
hi permintaan.

namun pasaran - Katanya, se-
kembali perla- mula bertamb_ah lain menjual
IEREE R dan saya yokin daging segar,
tempoh Perin- peningkatean dia juga mem-
tah  Kawalan juelen bekalkan baka
Pergerakan (PKP) Afanci atau anak arnab
lalu. E berusia dua bulan :
“Saya mempunyai le- ‘pada  harga antara -
bih zo0 pelanggan tetap se- RMso hingga RM10o seekor.
belum ini yang memerlukan “Selain permintaan da-
vang memerlukan daging ging arnab semakin bertam-
arnab antara 20 hingga 50 ° bah, harga makanan haiwan

kilogram (kg) sebulan.
“Selepas PKP saya mampu
menjual kira-kira jokg se-
bulan sahaja, tetapi kini per-
mintaan mula bertambah

1%

Kini permintaan Qa8

AFANDI memiberi arah peliharaannya makan.

dan saya yakin peningkatan
jualan,” katanya,

Afandi berkata, dia kini
mempunyai lebih 100 arnab
pedaging induk yang ditem-
patkan di dua bangunan dan

sedang berusaha menam-
bah bilangannya ke- -
rana permintaan
mula mening-

berkenaan yang mula turun
menambahkan lagi sema-
ngat sava untuk membesar-
kan lagi projek ini kata-
nya.
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Farmers express bellef in
efforts to quash poverty

#> Many view agriculture sector as pathtoincrease famlly
income, w&th support and assistance from govt

ALOR SETAR: Farmers in Kedah have
expressed confidence in the efforts of Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim's unity
government, primarily for its commitment
to eradicating hardcore poverty in the
country.

The farmers view agriculture as a sector
that enables them to increase family income
and rise out of poverty, with the support and
assistance from the government, Bernama
reported.

Khairul Anuar Hanafi, 36, a maize farmer
in Kampung Kepala Bukit near Jitra, said
gevernment assistance is critical in helping
farmers improve their standard of living.

“I started this corn plantation on
approximately two relong of land. With help
from the government, I now have a little over
six relong of corn farm,” he said.

In April, the media reported that Anwar
was determined to eradicate hardcore
poverty, which is still plaguing certain
groups of people in the country.

Khairul Anuar said he now has about

padi fields.

45,000 corn plants and could save money, in
contrast to when he was a mechanic.

He also plans to increase his income
by diversifying into planting brinjals at
other locations.

He said he received aid in the form of

fertilisers, pesticides and pipes for irrigation -

infrastructure  from the Agriculture
Department and is now waiting for water
pump motors and pipes, which he applied

for from the Muda Agricultural
Develnpment Anﬂlority (Mada).
d Hafidz Ismail,

39, a padi farmer from Kampung Teluk
Tawar near Yan, said his standard of living
has improved significantly, with up to an

80% increase in income after going into

agriculture full-time. ;

“I used to only work for wages on other
people’s padi fields. Then, 1 became
interested in having a padi field and I started
with two relong of land at first” he said,
adding that he now cultivates 41 relong of

He attributed his success to the support

- and guidance from Mada on the efficient

management of padi fields with subsidised
fertiliser and pesticides.

“I welcome the government's efforts to

eradicate hardcore poverty in our country

randif we get into agncu]tum 100%, I believe

we can climb out of poverty,” he said.

He also welcomed the government’s -
initiative to cultivate five seasons of padi
within two years as it would increase the
income of small scale padi farmers.

“I started right at the bottom, I know how

hard it is to be a farmer. That is why new
farmers need the government’s help”
- Mada general manager Kamarudin
Dahuli said it is serious in its commitment to
help improve the standard of living of the
poor in its area of administration, in line
with the prime minister’s aspirations,

“We have a list of poor individuals. Based
on the names identified, we have plans to
conduct various programmes such as those
under the Economy Ministry, to beneﬂt
these target groups,” he said.

Kamarudin added that Mada will also
highlight the success of farmers categorised
as padi entrepreneurs in Kedah such as
Mohammad Hafidz, to act as mentors to the
pour and to inspire others to follow suit.
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THE STAR

PEOPLE

inspiration

- Founder of social

enterprise PWD Smart

FarmAbility Dr Billy
Tang's new book
highlights the

- importance of food
literacy and how food
choices impact the

~ planet and our health.
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Ta:g (;i;‘;:m) with the PWD Smart FarmAbility satellite farm, which ensures that communities in nead can enjoy fresh, organic and nutritious protein and vegetables for the long term.
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Pages of

Farms System. It showcases the

- HOPE Boxes and Satellite Farms,

which provide fresh, nutri-
ent-dense vegefahles and farmed
fish to underserved communities
without requiring prior agricul-
rural knowledge.

The book a]g? hndlghlmlghrs (2;‘1
importance of fo era

our food Mﬁﬁj!‘l\prﬁﬂ the
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By WONG LI ZA healthy soil, healthy food and a
lifestyle@thestar.com.my healthy hody.
2 The recipient of the Global
é:s jects have helped thou- Leadership Award 2022 for
of low-income aznihes amcl Leadership Excellence in Green
welfure homes suy and C
iricome and nutritional I\Beds Service said the book is a who]e
with organic vegetables and fish.  some way ol spreading his mes-
And, for its work and efforts, sage of hope,
social enterprise PWD Smart “Being physically limited does
FarmAbility has also won numer-  not mean being limited in life.
ous local and international The PWD Smart FarmaAbility:
awards. Journey From Wheels To Farm is
Founded hy agr[r:ulmrisl and an expression of gratitude
paraplegic br Tang Chee towards all the people who have
Seng, the enterprise was set upto  assisted and supported me dur-
empower underprivileged com-  ing the mast di t perinds of
munities ﬂwoug Tegenerative my life. It aims to inspire both
agriculture principles by making  disabled and able-hodied individ-
nutritious fnod md.fuud-gmwing (uals that we can make a differ-
skills accessible ta them. ence despite our conditions and
These are namely through its circumstances in life.
regenerative vegetable terrarium  © “The book will walk you
project and the organic tilapia through a journey rooted in
fish and nutrient-dense vegeta- hape, self-determination and a
bles aquaponics satellite farms. strong will to survive,” said Tang,
Recently, Tang released a hook 57, who was also awarded The
entitled The PWD Smart Regal British Award 2022 in con-
FarmAbility: Journey From _  junciion with Her Majesty Queen
Wheels To Farm, described as “an  Elizabeth IT's Platinum Jubilee
illustrative guide that presents Celebrations in London by the
practical and innovative sustain-  World Humanitarian Drive.
ahle agricultural practices to ‘Tang further shared his jour-
combal climate change, improve  ney and challenges since setting
. food security and promote up the social enterprise.
healthy and more sustainable “The most challenging part is
food choices forall™. - making it sustainable. Within the
The hook introduces three pages of this book you will find
Innovative projects - Agri- valuahle insights and knowiedge
Innovation: Organic 1o enable us to make things hap-
Regenerative Vegetable pen. Hard work, perseverance,
Terrarium, Ethically Farmed trust and a kind heart make
Fish, and Soil-U-tion Satellite everything possible.

“This book showcases what we
have achieved as a social enter-
prise and the challenges that lie
ahead as we move forward. It
gives us hope to end hunger and

Prosperity. Sustainability
survival. As you read thmugh'the
pagesufﬂushouk,lhnﬁnmm
you will be inspired me

and PWD Smart I-'hr:m\i:iliry

“Together, we can llelp the
underprivileged community get
out of the rut regarding the|
nutritional well-being, which will
g a long way in uplifting and
sustaining their lives, and creat-
ing a positive difference in the
world” said Tang, who also
received the National Scroll of
Honour Award for Human
Settlements in conjunction with
UN World Habitat Day in 2022,

In future, PWD Smari
FarmAbility hapes to make an
even bigger impact through its
work.

“We aim to expand our reach
and Impact by establishing part-
nerships with local organisations,
governments and international
stakeholders, By collaborating
with like-minded individuals and
institutions, we hope to create a
more significant and lasting
change for communities,

“We will continue to enhance
innovative farming techniques
and sustainable agricultural
practices. In addition to our focus
on agriculture, we hope to
empower underserved commu-
nities by providing them with
micru-credentials, vocational
training, and entrepreneurship

‘apporiunities.

“Equipped with the necessary
skills and knowledge, these com-
munities can sustain themselves
economically and lead healthier
lives,” he said.

Tang ended the interview with
this quote by Margaret Mead:
“Never doubt that a small group
of thoughtful, concerned citizens
can change the world. Indeed it
is the only thing that ever has.”



