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Harga turun mendadak sehingga RM6.90 sekilogram

Ayam tidak laku sebab
ramai makan daging

Oleh DIYANATU!. ATIQAH
ZAKARYA

MELAKA — Harga ayam di Seme-
nanjung turun mendadak sehing-
ga meéncecah RM6.90 sekilogram
sejak minggu lalu selepas per-
mintaan bagi ternakan tersebut
berkurangan selepas Hari Rayva
Aidiladba.

Sebelum Ini, harga ayam men-

+jadi {su apabila sentiasa naik se-
hingga mencecah RMI10.33 seki-
logram sejak Mac lalu melepasi
harga siling RM940 sekilogram.

Penasihat Persekutuan Per-
satuan-Persatuan Penternak
Malaysia (FLFAM), Datuk Jef-
frey Ng berkata, pengguna dalam
kalangan umat Islam rata-rata
mempunyai bekalan daging kor-
ban yang diterima, sekali gus
menyebabkan trend pembelian
ayam menurun.

Ujarnya, pengeluaran bekalan
harian yang diperlukan negara
iaitu 2.2 juta ekor sehari menu-
run hampir 50 peratus pada min-
EEU pertama perayaan dan me-
nyebabkan lambakan ternakan
didalam ladang. -

“Sejak hujung Jun !a]u per-

PENIAGA

KERATAN Kosma! 26 Mac 2023,

mintaan ayam menurun dan kita
lihat ia adalah kesan daripada
sambutan Aldiladha, umat Islam
tidak membeli ayam, sebaliknya
menghabiskan bekalan daging
korban yang diagihkan.

“Disebabkan itu berlaku lam-
bakan ayam di ladang dan para
penternak cuba mengurangkan
kerugian dengan menawarkan
harga borong yang rendah kepa-
da peniaga ayam,” katanya ketika
dihubungi Kosmo!.

Jelasnya, kadar penurunan
tersebut merupakan kos keru-

gian yang terpaksa ditanggung

oleh penternak dan situasi itu

dijangka berterusan sehingga hu-
Jjung bulan ini.

“Kalau kita biar ayam-ayam
ini di  dalam ladang, kos keru-
gian adalah lebih tinggi kerana
mereka perlu diberikan makanan
pada setlap hari dan bila ayam
menjadi semakin besar, ia susah
untuk dijual.

“Seperti syarikat saya, penge-
luaran ayam menjunam daripada
200,000 ekor sehari kepada hanya
100,000 sehari selepas perayaan
Aidiladha dan jumlah permintaan
berubah-ubah pada setiap hari,
sukar untuk kita tentukan jumlah
peratusan penurunan di seluruh
negara,” katanya. )

Tambahnya, kini para penter-

- nak menanggung kerugian seki-

tar RM4 bagi seekor ayam.
Sementara itu, seorang pem-
borong avam di Melaka, Asrul-
nizam Mohd. Noor, 40, berkata,
susulan penurunan harga itu,
permintaan bekalan daripada
peniaga naik hampir 30 peratus.
“Dulu saya ambil bekalan 3,300
ekor ayam sehari, sekarang 4,000
sehari. Ada peniaga yang biasa
ambil 700 ekor minta 900 ekor
sebab harga murah;” jelasnya.
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CENTRE TO TRAIN B40 TO BE MODERN AGROPRENEURS

By JESSIE LIM
Jessie lim@thestar.commy

10 enhance employinent and
entrepreneurship opportunities
for the B40 community, the
Economy Ministry has lannched
the Pusat Program Inisiatif
Pendapatan Rakyat (IPR) Inisiatif
Usahawan Tani (INTAN) - start-
ing with a collaboration with
Universiti Putra Malaysia (UPM),

‘The government invested
RM34.75mil in this programme
which involves developing crop
and fish farming infrastructure
that will be based at UPM's
26.3ha Pusat Kecemerlangan
Industri Pertanian IPR-INTAN@
UPM in Ladang Puchong,
Selangor.

Here, agropreneurs will be
trained in modern farming
before going on to start their
own farms or manage existing
anes across the country through
the application of agricultural
technology to improve yield and
profitability.

While this paves the way for
the advancement of the agricul-
ture sector, IPR-INTAN's long-
termn aim is toincrease food pro-
duction in the country, therehy
addressing the rising threat to
food security.

IPR-INTAN@UPM kicks off
with the first batch of 130 agro-
preneurs comprising graduates
of the university as well as IPR
and eKasih participants under
the ministry, who will undergoe
rigarous technology-hased train-
ing for a period of up to 18
months in agricultural and agua-
culfure sectors.

Following this, the gavernment
will continue to suppart the par-
Gcipanis by providing an operat-
ing capital of RM3.2mil per
round, and guiding them to earn
anet income of RM2,000 to
RMZ,500 per month.

Programme participant [rham
Sauti from Puchong, Selangor,
was previously an administra-
tion assistant before deciding to
venture into agriculture ta “try
something different”,

The 31-year-uld has his sights
set on learning as much as he
€an on agropreneirship and
agricultaral technology and
apply them at his parents’ farm
in Kedah

“My hope for the agricultural
sector is that we can expand ferti-
gation farming 1o all over the
country to a point where we no
longer need to import agricultural
products because we can produce
our own, and Malaysians can get
thern at a-lower price,” he says.

Echoing hirm is fellow parfici-
pant Alif Aiman, also from
Puchong. The 25-year-old hapes
that one day, “all farmers will be
able to learn and apply loT
(Internet of Things) in agricul-
ture as it is beneficial to deliver
efficiency and productivity.”

Atthe launch, Economy
Minister Rafizi Ramli said the
ministry has been working on
building a sustainable. modern
agriculture in this country.

“It requires working with
many sectors, and therefore the
planning is very important ta
ensure we don't repeat mistakes
of the past.

“[t is a lot mare complicated,
and requires building an ecosys-
tem. We have to make sure that
all components are in place ®

Rafizi added that to-date. the
ministry has managed to acquire

RM34.75mil government programme to advance |oT application in agriculture

Besides training for madern farming, IPR-INTAN also p i
(left) who officiated at the centre’s launch, which was attended by
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Rafizi said the Economy Ministry has been working an huilﬂin§ a

sustainable, modern agriculture sector in this country.

404.6ha of land bank all over the
country. for modern farming
facilities and is progressing to the
next level of building the infra-
structure.

“But the focus today is to get
the first cohort of modern farm-
ing professionals started, and
that heavy task has been given to

PM.

“We understand we need to
triin agro professionals. It not
only requires technical knowl-
edge and business skills, buit also
mental agility because they need
to go through a few harvests to
eventually succeed,” he said.

In addition, failure also stems
from marketing and downstream
risk. Therefore, marketing and
sales mechanisms need to be in

place as well.

“Otherwise, they will be sub-
jected to a price crash, and that
burns their morale and motiva-
tion. As a result, they will with-
draw. This kind of attrition over
and over again is very costly to
the economy. So we want to
make sure we have an ecosystem
in place.

“It will take some time but 1
am extremely encours,
betause we have a lot of support
from local and internation:
companies.”

A tutal of 26 strategic pariners
have been onboarded the pro-
gramume, and will contribute to
the programme across the supply
chain process ~ from insuring the
crops to marketing and offtaking.

The Pusat Kecemerlangan Industri
agropreneurs training in modern fa

“The ecosystem has been
designed to be sustainahle and
economically viable, but we will
continue to study, evaluate,
review and make improvements
along the way,” said Rafizi, who
reminded UPM that his team will
check on their progress every
two months,

The Pusat Kecemerlangan
Industri Pertanian [PR-INTAN@
UPM is expected to lead and be
the main point of reference tor
the agricultural industry in terms
of innovation, knowledge and
training as the ministry contin-
ues to acquire land bank for
more [PR-INTAN initiatives.

Present at the launch was
Deputy Economy Minister Datuk
Hanifah Hajar Taib. minisiry sec-

for thei says
Prof Dr Mohd Reslan Sulaiman (right) and Deputy

Pertanian IPR-INTAN@UPM provides
rming.

retary general Datuk Nor Azmie
Diron as well as UPM vice chan-
cellor Datuk Prof Dr Mohd
Roslan Sulaiman, who said that
the programme is in line with
UPM's Strategic Plan 2021-2025.

“The plan is to make the uni-
versity a reference centre for the
development of tropical agricul-
ture hy mabilising agricultural
experts (o intensify agricultural
development activities for the
community.*

He urged all participants to
embrace this opportunity with
enthusiasm and dedication.

“With persistent efforts and
never giving up, we will be able
ta shape a better and brighter
future for the agricultural indus-
iry in our country.”



