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NE of the most underrated and
underappreciated sector in
Malaysia is probably the fishing
industry and its workers,
especially those who venture out to sea to
land the food that most Malaysians love
but take for granted as if it were just
another item in the food industry.

The fishing industry usually captures
public attention when people indulge in
fish and other seafood dishes. Their main
concern when they buy and eat seafood
revolves around the quality and pricing
of prawns, fish and other marine
products that go into their meals.

Little or no thought is given by the
urban-centric  population to  the
fishermen community, who make a
living at sea and eke out a difficult and

Fishermen caught in net
despite soaring fish prics

from insufficient funding  for
programmes and initiatives aimed at the
fishing community.

Recognition of the poverty status of
the fishing community dates back to the
pre-NEP (New Economic  Policy)
period. Government support during this

dangerous living. These are self  period included subsidies on petrol and
employed families continuing the diesel to reduce the impact of rising
occupation of their fathers and fuel prices, fishermen's subsistence
forefathers. allowance, aid for natural disasters and
Traditionally, the male heads of these  initiatives aimed at boosting household # 3 ek
households were bound to conventional  income and assisting families in the fﬂ"ﬂd&’mg our
methods and boats when they go out  event ofaccidents.
fishing. Times have changed and Additionally,  special  housing abuﬂdaﬂ‘t
the mechanisation of boats and programmes were implemented to coasmf and
madernisation of fishing technology  ensure that fishermen’s residences met 3
have enabled the fishing community to  reasonable standards. marine
venture further out to sea and for In the federal budget announced in .
longer hours. Octaber 2019, it was stated that the environment as B e
However, despite these  government would continue to provide WEHGS nawra.r — - - —
advancements, the current generation of  fishermen with a monthly allowance of The fishing community rank among the most impoverished households
fishermen in Kelantan, Terengganu, RM250 asincome support. Furthermore, resources, — REUTERSPIC
Sabah, Sarawak and otherstates, albeitin  they would also be granted a diesel ’
small numbers, still ankamongthemost  subsidy to reduce the expenses of going compared Wfth fisheries since the NEP may be closer to  consistently fallen short in meeting
impoverished households in the nation. ~ put to sea. t fh the hundred billion ringgit range. This ~ domestic cnnsfl;imprion, ﬁEilsenlially,
Although sporadic data has been most otner estimate is based on the annual budget  achieving self-sufficiency in fisheries has
Poverty in fishing community provided, an overall computation of the 3 allocation of the Fisheries Department  been elusive.
A recent study conducted by academics  actual budgetary support that ultimately countries, from 1969 to 2023. The nation’s self-sufficiency level in
from Universiti Malaysia Terengganu  helped improve the incomes of M '[ i h l’d In 1969, RM15.3 million was provided ~ fish production is alarming given the
unveiled that sampled fishermen fishermen is not readily available. UﬂJ/SMS i to the department. By 1990, this annual ~ generous budgetary allocations provided
surveyed in Kuala Marang and Sebarang  Furthermaore, there is no official analysis allocation had grown to RM680 million.  to stimulate growth and development
Takir had average household incomes of  on how the allocation to the fishing bl? ﬂflﬂﬂﬂg rhe Since 2000, the annual budget allocation  over lhe‘ past six decades. Considering
US$626 (RM2,923) and US$755  community has influenced the reduction Ieadmg marine has increased from RMLGS billion to  the nation’s abundant coastal and
(RM3,526), respectively, within the two  oftheir poverty status. RM3.95 billion in 2023. We will see the marine environment as well as natural
areas. These earnings amount to less ﬂndﬁsh Fisheries Department budget reach the resources, it holds a significant
than half and slightly more than half,  Fisheries budgets . RM4 billion mark in 2024. comparative advantage compared with
respectively, of the national median  While substantial amounts have been Pfﬂdﬂfflﬂﬂ The key question is: Why is the most other countries.
household income, which stood at allocated to fishermen associations, nations in the community still among the poorest in the We should be ﬁ.ll':llml‘lg the leading
US$1,307 in 2016. fish complex infrastructure, marketing country despite the substantial sum marine and fish production nations in
While there is lack of conclusive infrastructure and other areas in the waﬂdrarher spent on programmes and projects  the world r?uher than depend on
studies, the persistent povertyamongthis ~ annual budgets, obtaining data on the intended to benefit fishermen? imported marine prqducls. .
group of food producers, who play a  results of such expenditures is difficult. fhandepend Even more funding has been It is disconcerting that we trail
vital role in ensuring our food security Despite the lack of data, it can be . allocated to the government ministries  behind other nations that lack the
and enhancing the dietary habits  assumed that the total amount allocated  Of1 ITPOF] ted and agencies tasked with overseeing the  financial and natural resources that
of Malaysians, has continued to the fishing community and the fishing . country’s fisheries development. Yet, the  Malaysia possesses.
uninterrupted since independence. industry likely amounts to several billion marine results have been unsatisfaciory. -
This poverty and the absence of ringgit throughout the implementation fﬂdﬂ(ﬁ According to official data, the Lim Teck Ghee’s Another Toke is aimed
corrective measures is not due to the  of the 12th Malaysia Plan to date. P ’ country’s fish production from inland, at demystifying social orthodoxy.

neglect of policymakers, nor is it a result

The total budget allocation for

marine and aquaculture sources has
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21/11/2023  ASTRO AWANI ONLINE

KPKM cadang peruntukan tambahan naik taraf infra, pengairan
kawasan MADA

Mohamad Sabu (dua dari kanan) berkata,
berdasarkan taklimat yang diberikan pihak
MADA, kos bagi tujuan itu dijangka melebihi
daripada RM3 bilion yang telah diumumkan
sebelum ini. - Gambar Bernama

| ALOR SETAR: Kementerian Pertanian dan
Keterjaminan Makanan (KPKM) akan
mengusulkan cadangan kepada Perdana
Menteri, Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim untuk
menambah peruntukan bagi projek menaik
taraf infrastruktur dan sistem pengairan di kawasan Lembaga Kemajuan Pertanian Muda
(MADA).

Menterinya, Datuk Seri Mohamad Sabu berkata, berdasarkan taklimat yang diberikan pihak
MADA, kos bagi tujuan itu dijangka melebihi daripada RM3 bilion yang telah diumumkan
sebelum ini.

"Jumlahnya akan lebih terutama hal pengambilan tanah dan berlaku (keperluan untuk)
memperbaiki empangan di Pedu (dekat Kuala Nerang), yang itu akan memakan kos agak
tinggi...dan mungkin memerlukan pakar asing.

"Atas sebab itu berlaku kenaikan bajet nanti. Kita akan minta (peruntukan) tambahan dan
projek ini projek besar untuk faedah sekuriti makanan, saya yakin Perdana Menteri yang
juga Menteri Kewangan akan sedia mendengar permintaan kita," katanya.

Beliau berkata demikian kepada pemberita selepas hadir Majlis Solidariti Palestin: Sejarah
dan Geopolitik Palestin, di sini, pada Isnin.

Mengulas lanjut, beliau berkata, projek tersebut penting supaya hasrat untuk melaksanakan
penanaman padi lima musim dalam dua tahun di seluruh kawasan MADA direalisasikan bagi
tempoh tiga hingga empat tahun akan datang.

Sementara itu, Mohamad berkata, KPKM akan mengkaji sama ada kuota bekalan benih padi
sah (BPS) oleh agensi kerajaan dapat dinaikkan daripada kuota semasa iaitu sekitar 30
peratus.

Beliau berkata, pihaknya akan mengadakan perbincangan dengan agensi terlibat dan
mengenal pasti kkmampuan mereka sebelum membuat sebarang keputusan menaikan
kadar kuota itu.



"Kita akan kaji pada tahun depan untuk cuba menaikkan kuota agensi kerajaan dalam
menyediakan benih dan kerajaan juga akan buat simpanan stok padi lebih kurang 50,000
tan metrik, kalau apa-apa berlaku kita boleh guna simpanan ini," katanya.

Sebelum ini, Pengerusi Lembaga Pertubuhan Peladang (LPP), Datuk Mahfuz Omar
dilaporkan berkata, ketika ini LPP bersama Lembaga Kemajuan Pertanian Kemubu, Feicra
Plantation dan MADA Corp membekalkan kira-kira 15,500 tan metrik BPS daripada 72,000

tan metrik kuota tahunan yang ditetapkan KPIKM.

Jumlah selebihnya dibekalkan oleh pihak swasta. - BERNAMA
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