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Kekurangan beras
tempatan mereda

SHAH ALAM - [su kekurangan beka-
lan beras putih tempatan kian mereda,
dibantu hasil tualan padi hujung tahun,
kata Menteri Pertanian dan Keterjaminan
Malkanan Datuk Seri Mchamad Sabu.

Mengakui bekalan beras tempatan
belum stakil sepenuhnya berikutan per-
mintaan tinggi dalam kalangan penggu-
na, beliau berkata hasil tuaian itu dalam
proses pengilangan, [apor Bernama.

“Beras kita hanya baru 65 peratus, jadi
kita tidak cukup 35 peratus, beras tem-
patan menjadi rebutan sebab harga be-
ras import mahal,” katanya di ibu negara
pada 18 Disember,

Mohamad Sabu juga menambah Lem-
baga Kemajuan Pertanian Muda (Mada)
dalam proses penanaman semula padi
untuk bekalan tahun hadapan.
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Eksport bawang
China, Pakistan

SHAH ALAM - Kerajaan akan mendapat-
kan bekalan bawang dari China dan Pakis-
tan berikutan keputusan India melarang
eksport sayuran tersebut hingga Mac ta-
hun depan.

Menteri Pertanian dan Keterjaminan
Makanan Datuk Seri Mohamad Sabu
menjelaskan langkah tersebut tidak
menyebabkan perubahan ketara kepada
harga runcit bawang, lapor Bernama.

“Kita bersedia ke arah itu. Harganya
{harga runcit} nanti Kementerian Perda-
gangan Dalam Negerl dan Kos Sara Hi-
dup akan bincang tetapl kesannya tidak
banyak,” katanya pada 16 Disember.

Pada 8 Disember, India yang menyum-
bang 36 peratus import bawang ke Ma-
laysla melarang eksport bahan itu bagi
meningkatkan bekalan domestik selain
membendung inflasi di negara berke-
naan,

RM2127
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NEWS

By REMAR NORDIN
remar.nordin@thestar.com.my

THE Fisheries Development
Authority of Malaysia (LKIM)
has opened applications for fish-
ermen affected by bad weather
during the monsoon season.

LKIM Johor director Intan
Suhaila Othman said fishermen
could claim up to RM3,000 in
compensation.

“So far, no reports have been
lodged on untoward incidents,
but we have prepared the aid
under the Disaster Management
Fund just in case.

“They will also receive a sub-
sistence allowance of RM300 per
month due to uncertainties in
sea catch during this time,” she
said when contacted.

Intan Suhaila added that those
affected would need to alert
their respective associations
before LKIM could assess the
damage and award compensa-
tion.

“This year, the government
allocated RM10.4mil to be dis-
tributed to fishermen in Johor as
a monthly allowance from
January until December.

“We will also continue our
Fishermen Equipment
Assistance Touch Point
Programme (Touch Point) to dis-
tribute equipment to fishermen
in the state next year,

“We have also distributed aid
worth RM100,000 to fishermen
in Johor during the monsoon
season earlier this year,” she
said.

More than 8,000 members
come under Johor's various fish-
ermen’s associations, with about
3,000 of them receive the month-
ly allowance.

LKIM chairman Muhammad
Faiz Fadzil said the agency had
allocated RM250,000 under the
Disaster Management Fund to
be given to fishermen affected
by the monsoon.

“This is besides the monthly
allowance,” he said.

He said LKIM had also given
outhoard motor engines, drift
nets and 100-litre insulation
boxes, worth RM61,500 in tatal,
to 51 fishermen in Pasir Gudang.

“Another two recipients were
given outhoard motor engines

and 35 units of drift nets, worth ~ RM1.5mil monthly for the Touch

RM15,900.
“We have also given 50-litre
insulation boxes and 123 units

| oo B
State's fishermen

to get monsoon aid

Other incentives include support for reduced
catch and equipment assistance

The government gives fishermen several types of aid during the monsoon season, including RM300 monthly
allowance for reduced catch in December and January. — Photos: Bernama

Intan Suhaila says RM10.4mil is
allocated for Johor fishermen.

of drift nets worth RM9,672 to 16
other fishermen,” he said.
The government had allocated

Point programme, which had
helped 5,141 fishermen nation-
wide.

Muhammad Faiz (second from right) handmg over food aid and nets to
fishermen in Kampung Pasir Gudang Baru, Pasir Gudang, Johor.
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