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Salahuddin (third right) during the launching of the Agriculture and Agro-based Industry Ministry’s meet customers’ day programme in

Kuala Sala in Alor Setar. — Bernama photo

Trust fund for fishermen’s wellbeing
to be set up, says Salahuddin

ALOR SETAR: The government
will set up the Fishermen Trust
Fund as an initiative to ensure
the wellbeing of the fishermen
who are no longer able to go to
the sea due to many reasons,
including old age, illness or
disability.

Agriculture and Agro-based
Industry  Minister  Datuk
Salahuddin Ayub said the
initiative, which is still the midst
of being formulated, aimed at
safeguarding the wellbeing of
fishermen who lost their source
of income after they were no
longer able to catch fish.

“This initiative is for fishermen
who are unable to continue
fishing due to old age and those
suffered some form of disability,
struck by disaster or suffered
from an illness that cause

them no longer able to go to the
sea (SIC).

“We will identify the
appropriate model in formulating
this initiative and will consider
the assistance to be channelled to
the fishermen,” he said in a press
conference after launching his
ministry’s meet customers’ day
programme in Kuala Sala, near
here yesterday.

Salahuddin expressed his hope
that the fund could be launched
soon and it would be managed
by the Malaysian Fisheries
Development Authority (LKIM).

He said the trust fund would
incorporate data and information
obtained from various related
parties including LKIM, the
National Fisheries Association
(NEKMAT) and the area
fishermen associations.

Meanwhile, touching on
fishermen's allowances, he said
that those who did not receive
subsistence allowances could
appeal to fishermen’s associations
in their respective areas if they
felt they deserved to receive
assistance.

He said there were about 10,000
fishermen whose names had been
removed from the list of those
eligible for subsistence, following
the re-listing process involving
more than 50,000 fishermen
nationwide.

“Now there are 40,000 fishermen
still receive the allowance, but
we can't deny that we may be
overlooked, so they (who do
not receive the allowance) can
appeal and we will investigate
their claims fairly,” he said. —
Bernama
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Putrajaya to set up trust fund for fishermen's welfare, says Salahuddin

Salahuddin Ayub says the government will identify the appropriate model in formulating this initiative. — The Malaysian Insight

file pic, February 21, 2019.
THE government will set up trust fund to ensure the wellbeing of the fishermen who are no longer able to go to the sea due to

reasons, like old age, iliness or disability.

Agriculture and Agro-based Industry Minister Datuk Salahuddin Ayub said the Fishermen Trust Fund was still being formulated.
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Selamij jlwa nelayan, warga tani

Salahuddin turun
padang ke program
Hari Bertemu
Pelanggan di Kedah

WAN MOHD NOOR HAFIZ
‘WAN MANSOR

awatan kerja sehari di sekltar

Kedah semalam, (tengah) masalah yang diluahkan seorang nelayan di Kuala
mmmﬂm Kedah, Samsuri Mohamad. Turut kelihatan, Mohd Asmirul (kanan) dan Faiz (Kiri).
an dan Industri Asas Tani (MOA), A
DatukSalahuddin Ayubmendengar ~ enam penerima (RM17,500). san (PNK) Kuala Kedah yang mem-
sendiri masalah dan cabaran yang Turut menerima sumbangan berikan perkhidmatan membawa
dihadapinelayan dan wargatanidi  adalah bantuan 'touch point’ LKIM pelancong ke Pulau Payar, Langkawi.
negexi ini. kepada 10 nelayan berupa pukat
Selari dengan hala tujukemen-  (RM10,000), Bantuan Tabung Ben- lawat warga emas uzur
terian yang telah dilancarkan ber-  cana Tanaman Padi MADA kepada bersarapan dan berbin
mulapada2019, MOAmenyasarkan  duakawasan iaitu PPK MADAE-11, cangbersama hampir 20nelayan di
Hari Bertemu Pelang-  Kubang Sepatdan PPK Naka Padang Seberang Kota, Kuala Kedah, Salah-
gan (HBP) MOA di seluruh negara ~ Terap berjumnlah RM519,000 dan uddin meluangkan masa hampir
sebulan sekali bagi memastikan  sumbangan kepada waris Allahyar- sejam bersama mereka yang turut
perancangan pembangunan me- hamMuhammadAdibAbuKasam disertai Adun Kubang Rotan yang
menuhi kehendak dan keperluan ~ yang juga Exco Belia dan Sukan, Pelan-
kumpulan sasar. Hadirsama, Exco Pertanian dan congan dan Usahawan Kedah,
Menurut Salahuddin, pelaksa-  Asas Tani, Pengangkutan dan Indus- Mohd Asmirul Anuar Aris serta Pe-
naanHBPdiperingkatnegerimem-  tri Utama Kedah, Azman Nasrudin. ngerusi LKIM, Faiz Fadzil.
ben peluang kepada MOA untuk Sebelum itu, Salahuddin turut Beliaujuga berkesempatanme-
warga tani dan mend t g Warga emmas yang uzur
maklumat terus daripada mereka. dan permnah menjadi nelayan, Mad
Beliau berkata demikian ketika Zin Ahmad, 68, di Kampung Kuala
Perasmian HBP MOA Peringkat Ke- Kangkong dan meluangkan masa
dah di Kompleks LKIM Kuala Sala, 20 minituntuk bertanya khabar.
KotaSarang$ disini \ MadZmyangmuJaturmhelaut
Padamailisitu, beliau turutme- sejak b 13 tahun meng;
nyampaikan enam penyampaian terharumenerima kunjungan men-
d L fai teri dan rombongan yang turut me-
bangan zakat daripada Persatuan nyampa:kan sumbangan umuk
"Zelayan Negeri Kedah (NEKAD) mer
Persatuan Nelayan Kawasan “Sayalo.nldnagaolehamk Mad
(PNK) di negeri Kedah berjumlah Sobriyangjuga seorang awak-awak.
RM32,000, Bantuan Pelajaran Yaya- Saya gembira dan terharu dengan

san Nelayan (YANEM) kepada 100
orang anak nelayan (RM10, 000),

Skim B 1 Turut kelihatan, Faiz
Eona (kanan) dan Azman

(dua, kanan).

Tabung Kebajikan Nelayan kepada

Petani, Mohd Salleh mmmummn
sebelum majlis perasmian bermula.

Salahuddin bergambar bersama hadirin. \

Vkemmahsayaim. katanyayang

gout sejak dua tahun lahy.
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BioNexus concept expanded to agriculture

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysian
Bioeconomy Development
Corporation Sdn Bhd (Bioeconomy
Corp) has now expanded the
concept of BioNexus from the
Healthcare Bio, BioIndustrial and
AgBiotech sectors to the agricul-
tural community.

This will enable greater access
to technology, fiscal incentives,
facilitation and other guarantees
to assist the growth of the agri-
cultural community such as crop,
fishery and livestock farmers, in

line with the new ‘Agenda Hala
Tuju Baru’ by the Agriculture &
Agro-based Industry Ministry
(MOA).

Chief executive officer Dr Mohd
Shuhaizam Mohd Zain said players
who are keen to apply for the status
should participate in BioUsahawan
2019 taking place on March 15-16
at the Kuala Lumpur Convention
Centre.

He said the platform is strategic
for all levels of entrepreneurs to
trade and promote their products

and services, especially in the agro
and bio-based sectors.

“We will be focusing on
efforts in encouraging technol-
ogy application to increase pro-
ductivity in agricultural activities,
especially rice, aquaculture and
feedstock, as well as to reduce
dependency on agricultural input
imports.

“There are currently 283
BioNexus status companies, of
which 56 per cent are operating
in the AgBiotech space, such as

crop biotechnology, functional
food, natural products, aquacul-
ture and livestock. Some have built
their niche locally and some are
export-ready,” hesaid in a statement
yesterday.

Shuhaizam said local consumers
are also trusting locally bio-based
products based on its recent survey
which indicated that 60 per cent
of the urban population have pur-
chased local bio-based products
and this is expected to increase to
80 per cent thanks to BioUsahawan

2019.

He also said personal care
products are the most popular fol-
lowed by healthcare and food &
beverages.

BioNexus is a special status
awarded to qualified international
and Malaysian biotechnology com-
panies undertaking value-added
biotechnology and/or life sciences
activities.

The status bestows fiscal incen-
tives, grants and other guarantees
to assist growth. -Bernama
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Baka Iembu tenusu Angkasa I<omard| meterai MoU

I(UAI.A LUMPUR 21 Feb. - Ang-
katan Koperasi Kebangsaan
Malaysia Berhad (Angkasa) me-

nandatangani memorangg;l ;

persefahaman (MoU) de
Koperasi Pegawai-Pegawai -
Mardi Berhad (Komardi) bagi
melaksanakan projek pembia-
kan baka lembu tenusu, Hei-
fers Park dengan menggunakan
teknologi dari Korea.

Kerjasama antara Angkasa dan
Komardi dapat membantu mema-
jukan industri tenusu negara ma-
lah secara tidak langsung mengu-
rangkan kebergantungan negara
kepada produk tenusu import.

Presiden Angkasa, Datuk
Abdul Fattah Abdullah berka-
ta, Angkasa komited mening-
katkan penglibatan koperasi
dalam bidang penternakan:
lembu dengan mewujudkan
beberapa koloni di bawah pro-
jek berkelompok koperasi iaitu
Koloni Mersing, Koloni Gadong
dan Koloni Londah.

b igh:
= ;('- "

i 0

e

Menandatangani
-UTUSAN/SHIDDIEQIIN ZON

+Kata beliau, i
ngan daripada kejayaan koloni
tersebut, Angkasa dan Komardi
membangunkan projek Heifers

kesinambu--

Park iaitu mengeluarkan baka
lembu tenusu sendiri, sekali gus
projek itu dipilih sebagai pro-
gram CEP1 (Projek Pemerkasaan

3 f ;«\K; > b
ABDUL FATTAH ABDULLAH (dua dal kiri) dan Dr. Azizan Ab. Rashid (dua dari kanan) bertukar dokumen dalam Majlis
m:mmmmmmmmmmm:w semalam.

Koperasi), bagi Bahagian Perta-

nian dan Industri Asas Tani.
“Pelan pembangunan terse-

but bakal memberi banyak

manfaat kepada pihak kope-
wasi dan penternak-penternak

. lembu tenusu, antaranya kualiti

" susu segar
katanya pada Majlis Pemete-

penghasilan baka lembu tenusu
bermutu tinggi setanding den-
gan luar negara, kos belian baka
lebih murah dan pengeluaran
hasil tenusu yang lebih tinggi. -
“Oleh itu, menerusi perjan-
jian bersama ini diharapkan
dapat membantu koperasi un-
‘tuk terlibat dalam penternakan
lembu tenusu serta membantu
negara mengurangkan 1mport
luar negara,”

raian MoU- antara Angkasa dan
Komardi di sini hari ini.

. Rashid dan Timbalan Presiden

. Angkasa, Datuk Kamarudin Ismail.

Mengulas lanjut, Abdul Fat-
tah memberitahu, Angkasa akan
terus berusaha membantu me-
ningkatkan penglibatan kope-
rasi dalam industri berkenaan.
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ALIEN FISH DEVOURING LOCAL

SPECIES IN SG PAHANG

Mekong red tail
catfish a regular
catch among
fishermen in river

" more favoured baung (Mystus
the red tail differen

from Temerloh, said the Mekong
red tail catfish had become a reg-
ular catch among fishermen and
ltsgganﬂcalusxwdtha: it

had been devouring local fish in

Sungai
“It is edible. It looks like the

ROSLI ZAKARIA spp), but ti-
KUALA TERENGGANU ates both s
cnews@nstp.com.my “I have been catching more and
much Mekong red tail cat-
CHTHYOLOGISTS re- fish. I am worried about the fu-
searchers and fish ture of fish ‘as well as the 4
want the government to take local species,” he said. | A =N KA
a more serious look at the  “I first caught the Mekong red  An alligator ’M’ in a river in Selangor.
threat of monstrous predatory tail catfish three years ago, and o
ﬁnhesthathaveinvndednwnr have since caught bigger ones. | “It is a beautiful catfish with and baung will become extinct
rivers and are in-  was told it can grow up to more nmlﬂtuoniubodyand whentheMelumgmdunuM
digenous species. than long and weigh red fins.
They said Hsh, Auehu:he mmmummm-m»mmﬁmmd AnghrMohd Hairulanuar Ar-
Mekong red tail (Hemiba- mha;iuntﬁdh"lmdkismt its black flesh. It is good for rifin, 35, said over the past one
wyoh’orda). ich originates even favoured by locals.” when small, but be- year, he had landed the Mekong
ﬁ'omtheM River, and the  Hamzah said he believed the comes a nuisance when it out- red tail catfish more frequently in
peacock bass (Cichla ocellaris) Mekong red tail catfish had es- grows the aquarium.”
from the Amazon Rlver, are de- eapodﬁbm_nnadmcﬂhmhm Zahari Zaidi, 44, another fish- ‘lfleamhloﬂah,twowmbemd
vouring local species and may v immigrants  erman from Temerloh, said the tail catfish. The species is in high
force some into Iiving along Sungai Pah of the Mek red tail demand 1 restaurant o
Anglers along Sungai Pahang 8
huvenbohndedﬂ\emduilclt- | :
fish sp (Phr r Sungai Pahang. 3
hemioliopterus), which originates - bris from upstream. » red andbeforelong, landedanumber ~ “The red tail fetches about
from the Amazon River. The fish, tail catfish escaped,” he said, ofthe fish. e RM40 per kilo. The flesh is much
which can grow up to 1.8m long .adding that anglers also landed  “It is becoming a serious prob- more delicate and soft, which
and weigh more than 80kg, has another catfish species from the lem for fishermen. | fear species makes it a popular menu at
little commercial value as food. Amazon River, identified as like (Puntioplites bulu), restaurants, even the lo-
. Hamzah Deris, 47, a fish Pi halus h liopterus. 2 cal ikan patin,” he said.

opera-  Ichthyologist Mohd Ilham
‘Norhakim Lokman, 32, said

catfish ate prawns and smaller
bumginscmPahmg,Hem
however,

the species
could pose a thmt to other.

predatory species,
lekong red tail cat-
fish, Chao Phraya high fin giant
catfish, pirarucu, alligator m
and peacock bass.

“These are giant fishes and
theryhmabwgappetite.’mey

Swiss expert fears for local ﬁsh species

KUALA TERENGGANU: Biotope

wspendeiglwdaysinMalgysmw
. check the marlne Eﬁosystem and

hat th

menresmshlsnozdlsun-bed.
1 is not the A

tory fish into rivers in Malaysia

The authorities

here (in can learn from

would upset the y
adding that there was a risk of
indigenous species being wiped

the US fishery and wildlife au-

“thorities on containment and

out either by p ,ﬂshor
viruses.

Kyller is popular among ichthy-
logists in Switzerland and Eu-

but it is home to some of the
rarest fish species and a desti-
nation loved by ichthyologists.
“Like everywhere else, its sus-
tainability is under pressure from
progress and habitat loss.
"Iwascoldumsomerjvmm
P predatory fish

mpeforsunpllngrarespecies

'Itwnlbendifonem.Sunu
Kemaman, Sungai Perak and
Sungai Pahang become a new
home for the Mekong redtail cat-

from Malaysia and other trop

nations.
“In tha United States, the au-
thorities drained water from
lakes and rivers just to get
rid of the Channa striata or

Lohead (F

by ali
andlamwomedabounheﬁmne
of the local species in these
rivers,” he said while sampling

. fishin a swamp in Kemaman near

here.
He said releasing alien preda-

and preda-

tory species. They fear that these

alien species could wipe out the
local fish species.

“They are serious about the in-

vasion of predatory species, even

if it provides entertainment for

fish, £ atfish, African cat-
fish, piranhas, arapaima gigas
and bass.

“It will be a disaster for fish-
ermen. | hope the local enforce-
ment agencies will check the en-
try of foreign species to ensure
they are not predatory. It is also
important to tighten the quar-
antine process to make sure all
fishes are free of harmful bac-
teria or viruses.”

Kyller said he would return

wwncmwno'mcwmmwmmmwm;mnu
trews

A partly decomposed climbing perch (ikan puyu) is found inside an
African catfish.

again next year to check the

health of biotopes in rivers.
“l don’t mind travelling and
money to ensure that

spending
_the fish and their habitat rcmnln

intact.

“If it is disturbed or under
threat, [ will relay such informa-
tion to ichthyologists in Europe,

“who may start a rehabilitation

campaign to save these species
from extinction.”
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eat fish of any size. They are nice

to raise as pets when small but
become unmanageable when
they outgrow the aquarium.

“But releasing predatory fish
into.a river is a big mistake.

“Everyone knows how big some
predatory fish from the Amazon
River can become,” he said.

“I hope some universities or the
Fisheries Department can con-

* duct research on the invasion of
these predatory species and take
action, including tightening the
law, before it is too late.”

Pahang Fisheries Department
director Azahari Othman said
the department had never en-

- couraged cage fish farmers to
rear the red tail catfish asitis a
predatory fish.

“The fish can disrupt the eco-
system in river, especially when
its population grows. It is an ag-
gressive species that eats tiny
fish fry and prawns.

“People rear the fish due to its
demand from restaurants oper-
ators. =

“Some aquaculture farms in
Pekan rear the fish and the
species might have escaped into
Sungai Pahang during major
floods several years ago.”

Azahari said the department
hoped to conduct a study on the
red tail catfish species to check if
it threatened the survival of local
species.

“We want to dissect the red tail
catfish ‘and study its stomach

- contents. This will give us an In-

ion of its eating b

- ORIGIN: Mekong and Chao Phraya

basins of Thailand and Cambodia.

ORIGIN: Amazon, Orinoco, and

Essequibo river basins of South
~ America.

- ORIGIN: Amazon and Orinoco

basins,
as well as rivers of the Guianas, in
South America.

e

o~ s
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not

‘Hobbyists should
Jump < alren

flsh in rivers

Kun,s\ Emnuu- The

mb% done. The invasion -

lekong red tail catfish

in Malaysian rivers is irre-

versible. Only time will tell the

fate of the indigenous fish
species.

Researchers are worried
that the repeated mass spawn-
ing of the red tail catfish, also

the Asian re tmlca;

ina
Id

“Rivers in Malaysia are not
long or wide like the Chao
raya River or Mekong River,
ghhere the red mﬂ&tﬁsh orig-
Cinates.
'mwg:eqeawmdeWurany
: liveMendeen grow to mon-
strous sizes. | am worried
about the future of our local
ald Dr Amiruddin

He said the best method to
mmuvetheﬁshwasbyusmg

the habitat.
lines or angling is alsﬁ‘
~ possible. Gill netting is the
least favoured as other fish

may die,” he said.

= Be sanﬂie believed that the
gum fish had adapted to the
envlrogm&t.whlchk not
ms;umve

“With lts large appetite and
size, it’s easy for the fish to

: obtamfood
' “This creates competition

&ithlocﬂ' ies that occupy

stop people from lntmducmg
_alien species into our rivers.
Consistent catching pro-
gramme and monitoring are

“The future of local species
is affected, but the rate and
how severe it will be is hard to
tell unless a monitoring pro-
gramme is implemented.

“But fc we know that

rg&lmﬂus dpmmat-
lngt gnvm@ntem asmore of
héirghmiedby

“Fewer ught
also suggests that the threat is
serious and real,” he said.

The Fisheries Department,
he said, should eradicate alien
edatory - ‘speeies and the
uarantine administration

should stop the influx of un-
wanted foreign species before
they caused bigger problems
ind'oerive,rsandtootherloéal

nolongerwanttokeepdiem.
“1 also wish to see the au-

ies play an active role in

ingﬁgbese alien

nt needs to
tah’?a more serious stand in
caring for our environment, es-
pecially the aquatic ecosys-
tem.”

Agmal Naser, a PhD student
at UMT and who has been in-
volved in research for five
years studying lchthyofauna
on rice agroecosystem in Se:
berang Prai, Penang, said pre-
liminary observation showed
that the African catfish, which
was harvested for local con-

ﬁnd play a similar role in local
_ﬁwa%-g,such as our ikan baung
(Mystuss ).
“There isn't much that can
be done.

ption, fed on local sp
“This observation was made
in a padi field. This fish
(African catfish) may bring dis-
ruption to the depauperated
ecosystem,” said Agmal, who is

“We at UMT are keen to re- studying inland fishes in rivers
duce, if not eliminate, this ‘and streams flowing into the
species from our water bodies. reservoirs of Kenyir and

“For now, we can only pro- Temenggor, where there has
vide locals with information been a decrease in fish pop-
about the introduced species
‘and the dangers that the  “We are Iosing inland water
bodies to land conversion, and -

species pose. :
“They must be educated on our rivers and streams are be-

theeffect ofthese fishes onour _in
nativeones.

m&ammm ﬁshesnsmme ‘ smuosm'

lic awareness’ is necessary to beinglanded.”

-
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Cadang wujud'KumpuIan
Wang Amanah Nelayan

Oleh WHAMAD AIMY AHMAD
pengarang@utusan.com.my

B ALORSETAR21FEB.

EMENTERIAN Pertanian
dan Industri Asas Tani
bercadang mewujudkan
sebuah tabung Kumpulan Wang
Amanah Nelayan bagi menjaga
kebajikan mana-mana golongan
itu yang dikategorikan sebagai

tidak berupaya lag1 turun ke laut

atas pelbagai fakt
Menterinya, Datuk ‘Salahud-
din Ayub berkata, inisiatif ter-

baharultubaglmemasulcanko-,

Menurutnya, tabung tersebut
menyasarkan golongan yang su-
dah bersara, hilang upaya kekal
dan diserang penyakit mengaki-
batkan mereka tidak mampu lagi
untuk mencari rezeki di laut.

“Kumpulan © Wang Amanah
Nelayan ini akan diusahakan oleh
Lembaga Kema;uan Tkan Malay-
sia (LKIM). Agensi ini sedang me-
rangka model yang bersesuaian
untuk mewujudkan tabung itu.

SALAHUDDIN AYUB (tengah) melihat kanak-kanak Tabika Kemas KualaSala2 melalmkan aktiviti mewarna sempena
Kementerian

Hari Bertemu

Kuala Sala, Alor Setar, Kedah, semalam. - UTUSAN/FARIZ RUSADIO

“Kita sedang meneliti segala
data seperti jumlah penerima,
cara pemberian dan perkara-
perkara berkaitan untuk memas-

tikan faedahnya sampai kepada |

golongan yang sepatutnya,” ka-
tanya selepas merasmikan Hari
Bertemu Pelanggan kementerian
itu di Kuala Sala di sini hari ini.
Yang turut hadir, Pengerusi

Pertanian dan Industri Asas Tani Peringkat Negeri Kedah di Kompleks LKIM

Jawatankuasa Pertanian dan
Sumber Tani, Pengangkutan dan
Industri Utama negeri, Azman
Nasrudin dan.Pengerusi LKIM,
Muhammad Faiz Fadzil.
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Headline Kerajaan akan tubuhkan Kumpulan Wang Amanah Nelayan
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Language Malay ArticleSize 490 cm?2

Journalist N/A AdValue RM 2,511

Frequency Daily (EM) PR Value RM 7,533

Kerajaan akan tubuhkan
Kumpulan Wang Amanah Nelayan

ALOR SETAR: Kerajaan akan
mewujudkan Kumpulan Wang
Amanah Nelayan sebagai
inisiatif menjaga kebajikan
nelayan yang telah bersara
atau nelayan yang sudah tidak
berupaya turun ke laut.

Menteri Pertanian dan
Industri Asas Tani, Datuk
Salahuddin Ayub berkata ini-
siatif itu yang masih di per-
ingkat kajian bertujuan mem-
bela nasib golongan nelayan
berkenaan yang kehilangan
punca pendapatan selepas
tidak lagi dapat menangkap
ikan.

“Inisiatif ini untuk (nelayan)
yang telah bersara, yang telah

hilang upaya atau yang ditim-
pa musibah atau menghidap
penyakit yang menyebabkan
mereka tidak lagi berupaya
untuk turun ke laut.

“Kita akan mengenal pasti
model yang sesuai untuk
membangunkan inisiatif ini
dan akan memikirkan bentuk
bantuan yang sesuai diberi-
kan kepada nelayan terbabit,”
katanya dalam sidang media
selepas melancarkan pro-
gram Hari Bertemu Pelanggan
kementeriannya di Kuala Sala,
dekat sini semalam.

Mengulas lanjut, Salahud-
din berkata inisiatif itu akan
dikendalikan Lembaga Kema-

P Bk,

MENTERI Pertanian dan Industri Asas Tani (MOA), melawat sekitar jeti nelayan pada Hari

juan lkan Malaysia (LKIM)
yang diharap dapat dilancar-
kan dalam masa terdekat.

Katanya, pembangunan ini-
siatif itu akan menggunakan
data dan maklumat daripa-
da pelbagai pihak berkai-
tan antara LKIM, Persatuan
Nelayan Kebangsaan (NEK-
MAT) dan persatuan nelayan
kawasan.

Sementara itu, Salahud-
din berkata nelayan yang
tidak lagi menerima elaun
sara hidup boleh mengemu-
kakan rayuan kepada persat-
uan nelayan kawasan mas-
ing-masing jika merasakan
mereka benar-benar layak

e —

Asas Tani (MOA) peringkat Negeri Kedah di Kompleks LKIM Kuala Sala, baru-baru ini. Foto BERNAMA

Bertemu Pelanggan Kementerian Pertanian dan Industri

menerimanya.

Katanya, terdapat kira-ki-
ra 10,000 nelayan yang nama
mereka mereka telah dikelu-
arkan daripada senarai layak
mendapat elaun itu, susu-
lan proses pemutihan yang
dilakukan keatas lebih 50,000
nelayan seluruh negara.

“Daripada lebih 50,000 dan
sekarang tinggal 40,000 yang
layak menerima elaun itu, tapi
kita tidak nafikan mungkin
ada yang kita terlepas pan-
dang, jadi mereka (yang tidak
mendapat elaun itu) boleh
rayu dan kita akan siasat
balik dengan adil,” katanya.
- Bernama

Powered by: @isentia
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KWAN bantu nelayan
tidak upaya ke laut

© Kerajaan
jangka dapat
laksana
tahun ini:
Salahuddin

Oleh Muhammad
Mustakim Ramli
m.mustakim@bh.com.my

& Alor Setar

erajaan akan memper-
kenalkan Kumpulan
Wang Amanah Nelayan
(KWAN) bagi membantu go-
longan nelayan yang tidak ber-
keupayaan turun ke laut.
Menteri Pertanian dan Indus-
tri Asas Tani, Datuk Salahuddin
Ayob, berkata model bantuan

itu sedang diusahakan oleh
Lembaga Kemajuan lkan Ma-
laysxa(LKlM)danduangkadapat
dilaksanakan pada tahun ini.
“KWAN adalah untuk mem-

bantu nelayan yang sudah ber- -

sara, mempunyai penyakit kro-
nik sehingga tidak lagi berupa-

lumat dan data berapa Jumlah
golongan ini. Jika segala-gala-
nya lengkap, kita dapat laksa-
nakan pada tahun ini? kata-
nya.

sidang media selepas merasmi-
kan Hari Bertemu Pelanggan
Kementerian Pertanian dan In-
dustri Asas Tani Peringkat Ne-
geri Kedah, di Kompleks LKIM
Kuala Sala, di sini, semalam.
Pada majlis itu, Salahuddin
turut melancarkan Bot Agro-
tourism Persatuan Nelayan Ka-

Beliau berkata demikian pada A

KWAN adalah untuk
membantu nelayan
yang sudah bersara,
mempunyai penyakit
kronik sehingga tidak
lagi berupaya. Kita
sedang mengumpul
maklumat dan data
berapa jumlah

- golongan ini. Jika

segala-galanya
lengkap, kita dapat
laksanakan pada
tahun ini”

Salahuddin Ayob,
Menteri Pertanian
dan Industri Asas Tani

Salahuddin
bersama
Pengerusi LKIM,
Mohammad
Faiz Fadzil
(kanan)
melawat jeti
% pada program

! Hari Bertemu
Pelanggan
Kementerian
Pertanian dan
Industri Asas Tani
Peringkat Negeri
Kedah
di Kompleks LKIM
Kuala Sala, Alor
Setar, semalam.

wasan Kuala Kedah yang mem-
berikan perkhidmatan memba-
wa pelancong ke Pulau Payar,
Langkawi.

Ketika be ap pada majlis 1
Salahuddin berkata, beliau
akan mendapatkan bajet tam-
bahan bagi membantu golo-
ngan petani dan nelayan,

Katanya, sebelum ini ada dak-
waan mengatakan pihaknya
menghentikanelaunsaraludup
tetapi ia tidak benar kerana i ia
masih diteruskan.

“Kalau kurang sikit sabar du-
Iu. Memang kurang, saya tidak
bohong kerana bajet yang di-
berikan kurang berbanding ta-

hun sebelumnya.

tetapi tanggungjawab,” kata-
nya.
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Trust fund
to ensure
fishermen’s
well-being

ALOR SETAR: The government
will set up the Fishermen Trust
Fund as an initiative to ensure the
well-being of the fishermen who
are no longer able to go to the sea
due to many reasons, including old
age and suffering from an illness or
some form of disability.

Agriculture and Agro-based
Industry Minister Datuk Salahuddin
Ayub said the initiative, which was
still the midst of being formulated,
aimed at safeguarding the wellbe-
ing of fishermen who lost their
source of income after they were
no longer able to go to the sea to
catch fish.

“This initiative is for fishermen
who are unable to continue fishing
due to old age and those suffering
from some form of disability, struck
by disaster or suffered from anill-
ness that causes them no longer
able to go to the sea.

“We will identify the appropriate
model in formulating this initiative
and will consider the assistance to
be channelled to the fishermen,”
he said in a press conference after
launching his ministry’s meet cus-
tomers’ day programme in Kuala
Sala, near here yesterday.

Salahuddin hoped that the fund
could be launched soon and it
would be managed by the Malaysian
Fisheries Development Authority
(LKIM).

He said the trust fund would
incorporate data and information
obtained from various related par-
ties including LKIM, the National
Fisheries Association (Nekmat) and
the area fishermen associations.

Meanwhile, touching of fish-
ermen’s allowances, he said that
those who did not receive subsist-
ence allowances could appeal to
fishermen’s associations in their
respective areas if they felt they
deserved to receive assistance.

He said there were about 10,000
fishermen whose names had been
removed from the list of those eligi-
ble for subsistence, following the re-
listing process involving more than
50,000 fishermen nationwide.

“Now there are 40,000 fishermen
still receive the allowance, but we
can’t deny that we may be over-
looked, so they (who do notreceive
the allowance) can appeal and we
will investigate their claims fairly,’
he said. - Bernama

Black/white

46,471

164,773

160 cm?2

RM 621 e
RM 1,862 .
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Headline Rice yields to increase with newly-introduced varieties
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Rice yields to increase with newly-introduced varieties

YAN (Feb 21): Rice yields for farmers are expected to increase up to eight tonnes per hectare with the
introduction of new varieties — UKMRC-2 and UKMRC-8 — by the research team from the Universiti
Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM).

Agriculture and Agro-based In...

To read the rest of the article, click View Full Article

Powered by: &isentia
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Rice yields to increase with newly-introduced varieties

YAN (Feb 21): Rice yields for farmers are expected to increase up to eight tonnes per hectare with the
introduction of new varieties — UKMRC-2 and UKMRC-8 — by the research team from the Universiti
Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM).

Agriculture and Agro-based In...

To read the rest of the article, click View Full Article

Powered by: &isentia
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Rice yields to increase with newly-introduced varieties

Salahuddin (third right) during the launching of UKMRC-2 and UKMRC-8 at PPK MADA in Guar Chempedak. —

Bernama photo
YAN: Rice yields for farmers expected to increase of up to eight tonnes per hectare with the introduction of new

varieties — UKMRC-2 and U...

To read the rest of the article, click View Full Article

Powered by: &isentia
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Rice yields to increase with newly-introduced varieties

YAN (Feb 21): Rice yields for farmers are expected to
increase up to eight tonnes per hectare with the introduction
of new varieties — UKMRC-2 and UKMRC-8 — by the
research team from the Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia
(UKM).

Agriculture and Agro-based Industry Minister Datuk
Salahuddin Ayub said for the initial stage, the UKMRC-2 and
UKMRC-8 seedlings would be available for farmers at the
Muda Agricultural Development Authority (MADA)'s Area
Farmers’ Organisation (PPK) starting this March.

He said the supply of the seeds of new varieties, produced
from joint research between UKM and the Malaysian
Agricultural Research and Development Institute (Mardi),
would be expanded in stages, nationwide.

AdEfaming

“For the initial stage, the seeds offered are just enough for an area of up to 8,000 hectares of padi fields for next harvest
season.

“We have planted the new varieties at several padi planting areas across the country and succeeded in increasing the yields of
up to eight tonnes per hectare,” he told reporters after launching the UKMRC-2 and UKMRC-8 at PPK MADA in Guar
Chempedak here, today.

He said UKMRC-2 and UKMRC-8 were cross bred between high-quality local rice varieties and wild rice varieties that have
high resistance levels as well as high yields.

The new varieties were also durable and could survive well even when they are submerged in water for up to 14 days, he said.
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'Hati-hati, ada ikan diberi makan babi'

Persatuan Pengguna Pulau Pinang (CAP) mendakwa terdapat
ikan ternak yang diberi makanan berasaskan babi.

Menurut presidennya SM Mohamed Idris, pada tahun 2009
terdapat sesetengah kolam ternakan ikan menggunakan air
buangan dari kandang babi untuk membersihkan makanan
ikan.

"Pada 2013, seorang penternak didakwa kerana memberi
makan ikan patinnya dengan usus babi," katanya lapor Malay
Mail Online.

Kenyataannya itu turut dirujuk bersama dapatan dari Lembaga
Pemasaran Pertanian Persekutuan (Fama) dan Universiti Sains Malaysia pada 2010.

Dapatan itu mendedahkan 40 peratus daripada pengilang makanan haiwan di negara ini menggunakan kandungan berasaskan
binatang.

SM Mohamed berkata perkara itu menimbulkan keraguan kerana Majlis Fatwa Negara berpendapat haiwan yang diberi makan
dengan makanan bukan halal adalah haram.

Bagaimanapun, katanya, dalam manual prosedur pensijilan halal dari Jabatan Kemajuan Islam Malaysia (Jakim), makanan
haiwan berada dalam kategori produk yang tak dapat disahkan (halal).
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Tanam cili kulai tengah sawah

SUNGAI BESAR - Siapa sangka
kawasan

projek tanaman cili kulai secara
fertigasi. - .
- Itu dilakukan seorang petani
yang menanam cili kulai dengan -
membina tebing di kawasan
bendang di Parit 3 Barat, di sini.
Muhammad Shahrin Anas
Arbain, berkata, . dia
memanfaatkan pinggir tanah
sawah di belakang rumalmya 1tu

sawah mampu
dimanfaatkan sepenuhnya bagi

bagi menjana pendapatan.
"Saya nak berbudi pada tanah

“dan tak nak sawah ini dibiarkan

kosong, sebaliknya boleh ditanam
dengan projek yang memberi

“keuntungan.

- "Setakatini, terdapathmabatas
dibina .secara bersebelahan
sepanjang 25 hingga 30 meter bagi
tanarnancmdltebmgml,"katanya

Pemilik ijazah sarjana muda
pengajian Islam, Universiti Yarmuk,

Jordan berkata, projek tanaman

Muhammad Shahrin (kanan) bersama keluarga dan rakannya menunjukkanl
tanaman cili yang ditanam di tebing sawah.

yang mula d1usahakannya pada

hujung Disember tahun lalu kini -
mampu menjana pendapatan

Jpurata RM2, 500 sebulan.

"Sebenarnya saya mula tanam
cﬂlsecarasambllanditepmlmah
dari tahun 2016 lagi.

"Namun, setelah mendapat
bantuan peralatan "daripada
Jabatan Pertanian, saya mula
menanamsecara serius di kawasan

sawah " katanya.

Katanya, sebanyak 1, OOOpokok
ditanam di tengah-tengah sawah
itu kini mengeluarkan hasil dan
dijual kepada pemborong untuk

 dihantarke Pasar Borong, Selayang,

- "Hargacili kulaiiniantara RMS5.
50sen hingga RM6 sekilogram dan

- mengambil masa selama 60 hari

untuk dituai.
~"Kutipan pengeluarannya

- musim pertama ini mencecah tiga

tan metrik dengan anggaran
keuntungan kasar bernilai RM15, -
000," katanya, ; ,
Ujarnya, . dia berhasrat
mengembangkan lagi projekitudi
tiga kawasan lain bagi memenuhi
pexmmtaan pemborong
~ "Saya i ingin fokus terhadap -

 tanaman ini yang sudah mula
‘membuahkan hasil seperti yang :

diharapkan,” katanya
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Apa di sebalik warkah Wak Ibas?

KUSYAFIQ
“KUFOZI

ARKAH seorang

petani, Ibas

Hamud, 77, berjaya
menyentak jiwa Menteri
Pertanian dan Industri Asas
Tani, Datuk Salahuddin Ayub
sehingga air mata menteri itu
tumpah, Khamis lalu.

kopi sebelah bendang atau

SUBSIDI

Luahan pertama Wak
Ibas adalah tentang subsidi.
Katanya yang mewakili
golongan petani, pesawah dan
nelayan, Salahuddin sebagai
menteri telah memotong
subsidi mereka. Potongan ini
bukan gimik, bukan cubaan.
Ia benar-benar berlaku.

Peruntukan untuk subsidi
kepada pesawah, petani
atau nelayan
dalam Belanjawan 2019
walaupun belanjawan
itu memperuntukkan
perbelanjaan terbesar
dalam sejarah negara. Jelas,
keutamaan tidak diberikan
kepada golongan itu.

Kita juga sering disogok
dengan berita-berita negatif
tentang subsidi. Ada
pemimpin kita yang tidak -
senang dengan pemberian
subsidi. Subsidi dianggap
sebagai tongkat yang akan
melumpuhkan kaki petani.

Kita perlu mengubah
persepsi terhadap subsidi.
Seperti yang disebut seorang
rakan aktivis petani, subsidi
perlu dilihat sebagai insentif
terhadap susah payah

kita semua. Subsidi bukan
jasa kerajaan kepada petani .
tetapi bayaran terhadap jasa
petani kepada kerajaan dan
seluruh rakyat.

KEDAULATAN MAKANAN
Di sinilah kita perlu
memahami konsep
kedaulatan makanan Konsep
ini belum tua lagi, baru

| boleh beming dengan
| syarikat antarabangsa yanhg
| kaya-raya.-Dari segenap segi
! petani tempatan akan kalah.
| dia cadangkan, tukar sahaja
| slogan Pertanian Adalah
st
| Import Sahaja Hasil Pertanian.
| Kerajaan terlalu memberi
| muka kepada hasil import.
| Bukan tidak pernah kita
| déngar rintihan petani cili kita
| terganggu perniagaannya
| kerana cili Vietnam yang
| m i pasaran.
| Olehitu, kerajaan perlu
| mengubah fahaman mereka
| terhadap konsep jaminan
| bekalan makanan. GFSI
| bukanlah indikator yang
ITA | tepat. Cara terbaik mengukur
| sebenar golongan petani. - BERNAMA | jaminan bekalan makanan
| negara adalah menggunakan
diperkenalkan secara rasmi, “ bekal X disesebuah | Tahap SaraDiri
12 tahun lalu. Deklarasi yang negara. Fahaman ini (SSL). SSL mengukur
mendefinisikan konsep Kita perlu mengubah pesong kerana nya . makanan yang dihasilkan
kedaulatan makanan per‘ ngu negara terutamanya negara | secara domestik tanpa
dinamakan Deklarasi Nyeleni persepsi terhadap yang punya cukup tanah | bergantung kepada import.
2007, diambil sempena subsidi. Seperti yang perlu digalakkan | Pastilah tidak salah untuk
nama sebuah kampung di disebut seorang rakan menghasilkan . kita mengimport, namun
Selingue, Mali, lokasi kira- =y LS TR AL Hmiereka sendiri. | seboleh-bolehnya negara perlu
kira 500 wakil dari lebih 80 aktivis petani, subsidi Dengin Gira ol negasa | mampu menyediakan bekal
negara berkumpul untuk perlu dilihat sebagai dapat mengelak risikoputus | makanan ruji (beras) secara
memperjuangkan hak insentif terhadap susah bekalan makanan. Pernahkah | kendiri untuk
golongan petani, pesawah terjadi kes sebegitu? | krisis kelak. Makanan lain,
dan nelayan pada 27 Februari payah dan kesanggupan Pastilah pernah. Akibat | jika masih belum mampu,
i S petani mengusahakan krisis ekonomi pada 2008, | bolehlah kita terus import.
nsep tan tanah nghasilkan beberapa negara |
makanan memperjuangkan dant:nug t kita beras seperti India dan | TANGISAN MENTER!
hak petani. Ada 11 perjuangan makanan e Vietnam telah menghentikan = Orang menangis atas
yang digariskan dalam semua. Subsidi bukan eksport mereka buat seketika, | pelbagai sebab. Ada menangis
Deklarasi Nyeleni namun jasakerajaan kepada Tindakan ini menyebabkan | kerana kehilangan, a
untuk memudahkan tanitetapi negara-negara yang tidak menangis kerana ,
pemahaman, cukuplah e tapi bayaran mampu mengeluarkan beras ada juga yang menangis
konsep ini didefinisikan terhadap jasa petani mencukupi buat penggunaan kerana keinsafan. Kita
sebagai sebuah penekanan kepada kerajaan dan domestik menggelabah. ° berharap, Salahuddin
terhadap hak petani untuk seluruh rakyat_ Negara-negara ini termasuk menangis kerana insaf.
menghasilkan makanan % | Malaysia mencuba pelbagai cara Insaf dengan kesilapannya
sendiri dan membuat pilihan makanan, jaminan bekalan | mendapatkan bekalan yang menetapkan sasaran
terhadap sistem penghasilan makanan negaraakanberes. | berasmanakalanegarapengeluar  SSL beras negara hanya
makanan mereka. Untuk mengiktiraf | beras yang masih mampu | pada 80 peratus pada 2023
fahaman ini, Unit Pemikir | mengeksport seperti Thailand seperti diumumkan Januari
MEMILIH MAZHAB JAMINAN majalah di United | mulamengambil lalu. Salahuddin perlu .
BEKALAN MAKANAN Kingdom, The Economist | denganmeningkatkan harga menghayati rintihan Wak
Selain kedaulatan membangunkan Indeks | berkaliganda. Ibas sepenuhnya. Usahakan
makanan, kita terlebih dahulu | Jaminan Bekalan Makanan | Kerana tidak cukup beras, supaya bekalan beras
mesra dengan konsep jaminan Sejagat (GFSI) dengan 28 | rakyat Haiti kdan - d ik negara mencukupi.
bekalan makanan (food indikator berteraskan isu | merusuh. Oleh sebab krisis Usahakan juga supaya nasib
security). Namun, fahaman kemampuan (qﬂ'ordabihty), | itujuga, Brunei sedar bahawa para petani terbela dan tidak
terhadap konsep ini berb bility) | wangbukan segala-galanya. ditindas konglomerat gergasi
beza. Untuk melahirkan dasar sena mutu dan keselamatan | Sehingga hari ini, Brunei terus antarabangsa. ;
yang tepat, fahaman terhadap | (quality and safety). | berusaha menambah bekalan _ Ada banyak yang perlu
konsep ini terlebih dahulu - Jika kita berfikir dalam | beras domestiknya. dilakukan untuk membela
perlu diluruskan. kerangka ekonomi pasaran { nasib petani. Mulakanlah
Buat sesetengah negara, bebas dan neoliberal, TAHAP SARA DIRI dengan mengiktiraf petani
jaminan bekalan makanan fahaman ini mudah untuk Sebab itulah Wak Ibas sebagai pemegang kedaulatan
difahami sebagai kemampuan diterima. Namun sebenarnya, | marah. Selain daripada risiko negara melalui penghasilan
negara untuk mengimport fahaman ini bermasalah. . tidak cukup bekalan, import | makanan. Angkat darjat
makanan demi memenuhi Menurut GFSI, | makanan juga membunuh * | petani dengan memelihara
keperluan nutrisi rakyatnya. menghasilkan makanan petani tempatan secara | kedaulatan makanan serta
Mudahnya, asal negara ada secara kendiri bukanlah | perlahan-lahan. Mana | memulihara jaminan bekalan

¢ duit untuk mengimport

kin petani tempatan
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Peat fire i |n Johan Setla st|II a concern

By BRENDA CH'NG y -
| brenda@thestar.com.my

RESIDENTS living around the peat soil area

in Kampung Johan Setia, Klang, are calling

for a long-term solution to put an end to

the decade-long problem. :
Among the areas affected are Kota

| Kemuning, Bandar Bukit Rimau, Bandar

Puteri, Taman Sentosa, Bandar Bukit

Tinggi, Bandar Botanic and Bandar
Parklands.
“The b happened again in January

and I could smell it from where I live so I
immediately made a report to the
Environment Department (DoE).

“Officers there were really efficient as
they sent a team down on the same day
and confirmed that there was burning

“going on,” said Kota Kemuning resident
Lim Teck Wyn.

He added that the burning happened

| around 6am, adding that residents expect-

ed the preblem to get worse during the cur-
rent hot spell.

| Lim added that most of the farmers who
burn the peat or agricultural waste, would
usually do so on weekends and public holi-
days and in the wee hours of the moming
to avoid being caught.

“Once, I visited the site and saw a guy sit-
ting in the car watching a big bonfire
which I believed was agricultural waste.”

Last year, Energy, Science, Technology,
Environment and Climate Change Minister
Yeo Bee Yin initiated an inter-agency stand-
ard operating procedure (SOP).

" The SOP will see a task force formed and
bring together-various government agen-
cies to tackle the persistent peat fire in

‘Johan Setia. ‘

Lim questioned when the task force and
SOP by the ministry would be ready.

Notices ha;re been put up to warn against
open burning in Kampung Johan Setia. —
Filepic

“There is uncertainty among many
residents on who to call when the burning
happens.

Resident Mohd Kamil Abdul Rahman also

‘asked about the formation of the task force. -

. “Every time there is open burning we do
not really know who to call because there
are many different agencies involved,” said
the Bandar Putera 2 Residents Association
chairman.

He said in the middle of last year, more
than 10 children and babies were warded
for resp:.ratox;iy issues due to open burning.

“Some residents have moved out due to
this unresolved problem but for others like

me, we do not have the means to buy a

. new house,” said Mohd Kamil.

Jhere are eight phases in his neighbour-

. hood each with about 400 houses.

“;Ne want a long-term solution immedi-
ately.

“I hope that action will be taken against
the irresponsible farmers,” he said.

Mohd Kamil proposed that the ministry
consider the peat land into either-a
new development or a recreational space
for residents. y

When contacted, a spokesman from the

ini said the task force had not been

- formed yet as they were restructuring the

Environment and Climate Change Division.
“Also, a comprehensive land ownership
map of the area is still being developed and

the last update received was that there
were about 2,000 land owners,” he said.
The mapping is crucial to determine who
owns which portion of land.
He added that the ministry had tasked
“the relevant national and local authorities -

“to compile a comprehensive map of the

area which is scheduled for completion in
the first quarter of this year.

“We need this information to see how the
land can be best managed to optimise its
use and benefit the surroundmg communi-

ty.”

With the map, the ministry and state gov-
ernment can also see how much of the land
can be used for recreational purposes like
community farming or even a fishing pond. '

Once the map is completed, enforcement
officers will be able to take action against
landowners whenever there is open burn-

ing.

The ministry would then be able to
enforce the zero-burning clause where
farmers will have to put out any fire them- °
selves.
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production,
processing and
storage facilities
cause food losses of
an average of
about a third of
developing
countries' output.

FOOD INSECURITY

AGRIBUSINESS IS
THE PROBLEM, NOT SOLUTION

‘Despite graln

abundance, there
is rising chronic
and severe
hunger cases

OR two centuries, all too

many discussions about

hunger and resource

scarcity have been haunt-
ed by the ghost of Parson Thomas
Malthus. Malthus warned that ris-
ing populations would exhaust re-
sources, especially those needed
for food production. Exponential
population growth would outstrip
food output.

Humanity now faces a major
challenge as global warming is ex-
pected to frustrate the produc-
tion of enough food as the world
population rises to 9.7 billion by
2050. Timothy Wise’s new book,
Eating Tomorrow: Agribusiness,
Family Farmers, and the Battle for
the Future of Food, argues that
most solutions put forward by
government, philanthropic and
private sector luminaries are mis-
leading. The early 2008 food
price crisis has often been wrong-
ly associated with the 2008-2009
global financial crisis. The num-
ber of hungry in the world was
said to have risen to over a billion,
feeding a resurgence of neo-
Malthusianism.

Agribusiness advocates fed
such fears, insisting that food
production must double by 2050,
and high-yielding industrial agri-
culture, under the auspices of
agribusi is the only soluti
In fact, the world is mainly fed by
hundreds of millions of small-
scale, often called family farmers
who produce over two-thirds of
developing countries’ food.

Contrary to conventional wis-
dom, neither food scarcity nor
poor physical access is the main
causes of food insecurity and
hunger. Instead, Reuters has ob-
served a “global grain glut”, with
surplus oereal stocks piling up.

hile, poor production.

ingand consumpdon behavnour
Neverth

most of the world's food, but also
s and

gra

abundance, the 2018 State of
Food Insecurity report— by the
Rome-based United Nations food
agencies led by the Food and
Agriculture Organisation — re-
ported rising chronic and severe
hunger or undernourishment in-
volving more than 800 million.

Political, philanthropic and cor-
porate leaders have promised to
help struggling African and other
countries grow more food, by of-
fering to improve farming prac-
tices.

New seed and other technolo-
gies would modernise those left
behind.

But producing more food, by
itself, does not enable the hungry
to eat. Thus, agribusiness and its
philanthropic promoters are of-
ten the problem, not the solution,
in feeding the world.

Eating Tomorrow addresses re-
lated questions such as: Why
doesn’t rising global food pro-
duction feed the hungry? How
can we “feed the world” of rising
populations and unsustainable
pressure on land, water and other
natural resources that farmers
need to grow food?

Drawing on five years of exten-
sive fieldwork in Southern Africa,
Mexico, India and the US Mid-
West, Wise concludes that the
problem is lly one of pow-

processing and storage facilities
cause food losses of an average of
about a third of developing coun-
tries’ output. A similar share is
believed lost in rich countries due
to ful food storage, market-

er. He shows how powerful busi-
ness interests influence govern-
ment food and agricultural poli-
cies to favour large farms.

This is typically at the expense
of “family” farmers, who grow

others at risk, e.g, due to agro-
chemical use. His many examples
not only detail and explain the
many problems small-scale farm-
ers face, but also their typically
constructive responses despite
lack of support, if not worse, from
most governments.

Much of the research for the
book was done in 201415, when
Obama was US president, al-
t.hough the narrative begins with
devel and policies fol-
lowing the 2008 food price crisis,
during Bush’s last year in the
White House. The book tells a
story of US big business’ influ-
ence on policies enabling more
aggressive transnational expan-
sion.

Yet, Wise remains optimistic,
emphasising that the world can
feed the hungry, many of whom
are family farmers. Despite the
challenges they face, many family
farmers are finding innovative
and effective ways to grow more
and better food. He advocates
support for farmers’ efforts to
improve their soil, output and
wellbeing.

Hungry farmers are nourishing
their life-giving soils using more
ecologically sound practices to
plant a diversity of native crops,
instead of using costly chemicals
for export-oriented monocul-
tures. According to Wise, they
are growing more and better
food, and are capable of feeding
the hungry.

Unfortunately, most national
governments and international

Producing
more food, by
itself, does not
enable the
hungry to eat;
agribusiness
is not the
solution to
feed the world.
FILE PIC

institutions still favour large-
scale, high-input, industrial agri-
culture, neglecting more sustain-
able solutions offered by family
farmers, and the need to improve
the wellbeing of poor farmers.

Undoubtedly, many new agri-
cultural techniques offer the
prospect of improving the wel-
fare of farmers, not only by in-
creasing productivity and out-
put, but also by limiting costs,
using scarce resources more ef-
fectively, and reducing the
drudgery of farm work.

But the world must recognise
that farming may no longer be
viable for many who face land,
water and other resource con-
straints, unless they get better
access to such resources. Mean-
while, malnutrition of various
types affects well over two billion
people in the world, and indus-
trial agriculture contributes
about 30 per cent of greenhouse
gas emissions.

Going forward, it will be impor-
tant to ensure affordable, healthy
and nutritious food supplies for
all, mindful not only of food and
water safety, but also of various
pollution threats. A related chal-
lenge will be to enhance dietary
diversity affordably to overcome
micronutrient deficiencies and
diet-related non-communicable
diseases for all. IPS

The writer, a former economics pro-
fessor, was United Nations assistant
secretary-general for Economic De-
velopment, and received the Wassily
Leontief Prize for Advancing the
Frontiers of Economic Thought
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