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Seeking answers to livelihood issues

FARMERS and fishermen of Penang pounced on the chance 1o have a townhall session
with Agriculture and Agro-based Industries Minister Datuk Salahuddin Ayub.

When it was their turn to speak, they lined up and hogged the microphone, even when
officials tried to reclaim it after a while.

In the end, Salahuddin, his deputy Sim Tze Tzin and their team of top directors from
Putrajaya spent nearly two hours listening to their grouses.

The corporate communication team of the ministry were ieft dumbstruck by the insistence of the famers and fishermen to have
their say.

“We never expected this many questions in Penang,” said a communication officer at the recent event organised by the state
Fisheries Depariment at Fisherles Research Institule Malaysia in Batu Maung, Penang.

But Salahuddin and his team took it all patiently, listening to almost 20 people and accepting at least six memorandums from
various fishermen and fammers associations.

“There are many burning issues in Penang that affect agriculture. | don’t blame them and | feel satisfied to have come here,”"
Salahuddin told reporters later.

Among the fishermen, the most frequently mouthed complaint was their fear of reclamation plans off the southern coast of
Penang island.

They told the minister and his team that the proposed reclamation of three islands there was on top of the traditional fishing
grounds of inshore fishermen and they were worried for their future.

Penang Agriculture and Agro-based Industries Committee chairman Dr Afif Bahardin answered on behalf of the minister,
assuring the fishermen that the reclamation plan is still in the early stages.

“We are still studying the environmental impact assessment

and many agencias must provide feedback and technical input to what the consultant pointed out.

“We are still waiting for approval and then we have to propose it to the National Physical Planning Council.

“The Fisheries Department is studying the fisheries impact assessment and will address the mitigation measures.

“After we have completed the studies, we will then have detailed discussions with the fishermen in the area to address their
future,” he said, assuring them that there would be enough fime to address all the matters affecting them.

Salahuddin was particularly concerned with the fishermen’s reports of large trawlers encroaching fishing grounds zoned for
them.

He conceded that the ministry was constrained by budget cuts and could not efficiently carry out enforcement rounds.
The ministry, he added, relied on Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency under the Prime Minister's Department.

“I will speak personally with (Prime Minister} Tun (Dr Mahathir Mohamad) about this and we also want te enhance the integrity
of the enforcers,” he told reporters.

Livestock farmers in Penang, with a deadline to convert their farms to a closed house system to control pollution, found
themselves in a deadlock with local autherities because their farmland would be converted to commercial or industrial use.

$im explained 1o them the technicality where land matters were under state jurisdiction and the ministry could only advise state
governments to be considerate to farmers.

‘We have told all state governments that farmlands should be zoned as agriculiure even when they are converted to closed
house systems because the farmers are still at the mercy of the weather, livestock diseases and many other factors.

“It is not like a factory even though a closed house system looks like one.

"So, fammifand must never be zoned as commercial or industrial land or the farmers will be subjected to higher utility bills and
taxes,” Sim told the crowd of almost 100 farmers,

The farmers and fishermen also had the chance to meet service providers who set up booths there.
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Batal permit
pasar tani
jika pemilik
tiada di gerai

Muml&mbm?ummmm

dilaksana bagi
memastikan
permit pasar
tanl ndak disalah guna atau
‘dijual’ kepada pihak ketiga,
termasuk warga asing”
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Empangan
Bukit Kwong
di bawah
paras normal

Kota Bt St ki
empangan Bukit Kwong di Rantau -

Panjang sermakin surut dan dijangka
hanya marripu bertahan hingga April

Menglkut portal ]abatan Pengairan
dan Saliran (JPS), paras air empangan
bérkenaan setakat semalam
merekodkan 14.35 metey (m) .
berbanding paras normal 16.76m dan
bekalan ajr berkenaan masih boleh
digunakan sebanyak dua meter.

Pengarah JPS Kelantan, Kamal
Mustapha berkata, pams air empangan
itu masih terkawal dan mampu -
menyalurkan bekalari air kepada 400

hektartanamanpadi
di sekitar Rantau Panjang dan Pasi
Mas.

Katanya, seknanyaalrdiempangan
itu menyusut sehingga 12m, plhaknya
boleh mengisytiharkan empangan
heﬂ:eﬁaanbemdadalamkeadaan
kritikal dan di Zzon merah. .

“Bagi memastikan paras air - ._
tet.kawal lmnimmgamulangkah

_penjlmatan supaya bekalan air -
digunakan dengan cermat dan tidak

menganggu proses anaman padi.
“Pada masa sama, kami

' mengadakan perbincangan dengan

Lembaga Kenmajuan Pertanian
Kemubu (KADA) dan pesawsh untuk
mengambil langkah penjimatan yang
dipersetujui semua..*' katanya di sini,
$
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ANUGERAH
TANI BERNAS

'i:'{'lr'.lrh' fa Sexna

Penerima Anugerah Tani BERNAS 2019

ANUGEI AN, B
TANIBERNAS

{ I YA - . 7 '
rre Sty teree Lasely o

Yang Berhormat Dato’ Salahuddin bin Ayub

PG M Wt Indlusdel A Lani
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HARIAN KELUARGA

| SWANITA&KELUARGA

: - © Usaha Ncirgl;amsinq berbaloi
Pesawah wanita e
bukti kemampuan === -

‘Sudah empat tahun saya mengusahakan
sawah dan gembira melihat titik peluh
yang dicurah membuahkan hasil”

mmMmeumﬁgﬁ“ﬂm Peruria Angeruh Sdandl, Aniagerch Tl NERNAS 3019
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HASIL TANI B
PENGARAH Jabatan Pertanlan Sabah Dank Idrus Shafie

 (kiri) menu jagung | GWC ang di
empat peserta Projek Perlil'nalﬁah.dhg“ung Bijian di Batu 7,

Kampl.inj Biah Jalan Sook, Kenlngau, Sabah semalam
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Warga emas dituduh lagi terima suapan

KUALA LUMPUR 21 Mac - Seorang lelaki yang telah dituduh menerima suapan berhubung kuota beras Isnin lalu sekali lagi
dihadapkan ke Mahkamah Sesyen di sini hari ini atas dakwaan sama melibatkan suapan berjumlah RM210,000, empat tahun
lalu.

Tertuduh Ab. Ralim @ Mat Dehan Mat, 74, bagaimanapun mengaku tidak bersalah selepas ketiga-tiga pertuduhan dibacakan
terhadapnya di hadapan Hakim Azura Alwi.

Mengikut pertuduhan, warga emas itu didakwa menerima suapan berjumiah RM210,000 melalui akaun Maybank atas nama
Kota Saksi Holdings Sdn. Bhd. dan Beras ldaman Semenanjung (M) Sdn. Bhd. daripada Pengarah Syarikat Thai Hong Chan
{K.L) Sdn. Bhd., Ter Thian Tin, 43.

Suapan itu didakwa sebagai upah membantu syarikat itu mendapatkan kuota beras ST15 sebanyak 600 tan metrik/bulan Jun
Julai dan Ogos daripada Kementerian Pertanian dan Industri Asas Tani Malaysia itu didakwa dilakukan di Public Bank Berhad,
Jalan Pasar Pudu antara 12 Jun hingga 18 Ogos 2015.

Kesemua perfuduhan dibuat mengikut Seksyen 16(a)(A) Akta Suruhanjaya Pencegahan Rasuah Malaysia 2009 dan boleh
dihukum menglkut Seksyen 24(1) akta sama yang memperuntukkan hukuman penjara maksimum 20 tahun dan tidak kurang
daripada lima kali ganda jumlah atau nilai suapan atau RM10,000 mengikut mana-mana yang lebih tinggi.

Terdahulu, Pegawai Pendakwa Suruhanjaya Pencegahan Rasuah Malaysia (SPRM), Michael Joimin mencadangkan ikat jamin
RM50,000 bagi kesemua pertuduhan dan peguam bela tertuduh, Melissa Shukri tidak mengemukakan sebarang bantahan,

Azura kernudian membenarkan tertuduh diikat jamin RM50,000 dan menetapkan 17 April ini untuk sebutan kes yang mana kes
itu akan disebut di Mahkamah Sesyen Shah Alam untuk dibicarakan bersama dengan kes sebelum ini,

Isnin lalu, Ab. Ralim mengaku tidak bersalah di Mahkamah Sesyen Shah Alam atas pertuduhan menerima wang berjumiah
RME0,000 daripada syarikat sama untuk mendapat kuota beras.



