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We don't want to repeat mistake, says Salahuddin

KUALA LUMPUR: The food sector involves a complex network
that translates into a multibillion dollar trade glabally.

Apart from expanding markets for Malaysian products and tapping
into new growth areas, the Agriculture and Agro-based Industry
Ministry strived to first and foremost ensure that people had
enough food.

& - - | To do so, its minister, Datuk Salahuddin Ayub, said, various
initiatives had been launched, including a five-year plan to improve
livestock population in Malaysia.

4 “' “On ruminants, we had experienced with the failed National
4 Feedlot Centre and we are determined not to repeat the same
® mistake.
A

“So now, we are planning to give opportunities to anyone who's
interested in going big into the venture (of breeding livestock), through among others, grants or loans.

“White it's true that grants and loans are nothing new as they had been offered by the government for years, there was no
constant monitoring by the relevant authorities, leading to closure of some farms.

“We have failed in this sense. It is time we focused on a few sectors to ensure the sustainability of the value chain or the whole
ecosystem.

"This is to ensure that whatever initiatives we carry out actually work," he told the New Siraits Times in an interview recently.
He said the food ecosystem involved the marketing aspect, as well as the upstream and downstream sectors.
The three principles in any food ecosystem, he said, were “availability, achievability, affordability”.

On grouses by industry players over the red tape and the allegedly lackadaisical attitude of agencies, like the Malaysian
Agricultural Research and Development Institute {(Mardi) and the Federal Agricultural Marketing Authority (Fama), Salahuddin
said he was committed to improving this.

“To be fair, | have to be with my officers and can't afferd to distance myself. | admit that it's a real challenge for me and
changing the mentality is not easy. We are talking about 60 years of doing things in the government, with reports of corruption
among some staff.

“Instead of creating enemies (in the ministry), | want to make them (staff) my friends and work as a team. This is my role as a
minister in charge of agencies such as Fama, Mardi, Nikmat (Naticnal Fishermen's Association) and Nafas (National Farmers
Association).

“On my first day, some people, including farmers and fishermen, got really angry with us as we decided to change the approach
to subsidies, like for diesel and fertiliser.

“The problem is that the input of fuel subsidy, for instance, could easily be misused. Previously, there were reports of people
selling the substdised fertilisers, for example, when they were supposed to be used for their farms.

“We decided to change the approach by giving incentives to farmers who offer more produce; the more they produce, the more
we give instead of providing ‘blanket’ assistance to all.”

Inspired by the success stories of agropreneurs, especially the youth, he said more should be done to help promote their
business.

‘Today, we see people who were previously engineers for the oil and gas sector joining sectors such as farming, like figs,
poultry and goats, and becoming successful.

“My plan is to meet these successful entrepreneurs and offer assistance for them to go far. Agro Bank is able to help them
through loans to expand their business.”

He said stringent monitoring should also be implemented to ensure that the mechanism worked and the goals were achieved.

“Upon receiving proposals for loan application for business expansion, for example, it is better for us to go check out the farm
before issuing approval. There were cases where the disbursed monies were not utilised for the farms and spent elsewhere.”
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Nelayan

tak turun

ke laut
bimbang ‘sesat’
akibat jerebu

Mnr_tiag‘l;: Bimbang ‘sesat’ di
tengah laut akibat w]m&u

nelayan di Pangkalan Nelayan
Kuala Sungai Baru, di sini tu-
run ke laut sejak minggu lalu.

Daripada keseluruhan 50 bot
yang berada di pangkalan itu pu-
1a, hanya 10 bot ke laut, sekall
gus menampakkan suasana bot
tersadai di pangkalan berkenaan.

Ketua Jaringan Perlkanan
Kuala Sungai Baru, Jasman Nor,
55, berkata beliau tidak turun ke
laut sejak seminggu lalu beriku-
tan Jerebu semakin serius me-
nyebablkan sukar mengesan loka-
si untuk melabuhkan pukat.

“Kari tak boleh buang (mela-
na bimbang ia tersangkut pada
batn karang. \

“Cuaca berjevebn yang berte-
rusan menyebabkan kami sukar
mengesan lokasi selamat untuk
membuang jaring, selain bim-
bangltidakdapatmencadhhn

+pt.ll.m:l.{;akil:m.l‘,.,iarakpenslihatzu'l
terhad,” katanya ketika ditemui
di sini, semalam.

Jasman berkata, kejadian ne-
Jayan di Pantai Puteri tersesat
hingga ke Pulau Rupat, Indone-
sia akibat gagal mencari jalan

Sungai
ti-hati jika ingin ke laut.

Abdul Rahman Mat Amin, 64,
berkata dia tidak mahu menem-
puh bahaya turun ke laut ketika
jerebu semakin serius.

Rabu laly, nelayan di Pantai
Puteri, Putih Dagang, 62, dan
anaknya Mohamad Shahrulni-
zam, 30, ‘tersesat’ akibat jerebu
sehingga memasuki sempadan
Indonesia.

Belian bagaimanapun berjaya
ditemui pasukan Agensi Pe-
nguatkuasaan Maritim Malaysia
(Maritim Malaysia) Melaka dan
Negeri Sembilan berhampiran je:
ti di Kuala Sungai Baru, Alor 6a-
jah.

" Cuaca berjerebu

~ yang berterusan
menyebabkan kami
sukar kesan lokasi
selamat buang jaring,
selain bimbang tidak
dapat cari jalan
pulang akibat jarak
penglihatan terhad.

Jasman Nor,
Ketua Jaringan Perikanan
Kuagla Sungai Baru
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2 Mé‘dis'réfﬁ‘ﬁaé“ e
qroduk babi dan
Chlna dl KLIA2

SHAH ALAM - ]abatan B,
-+ khidmatan Kuarantin Dan Pe-

_v.:‘

meriksaan Malaysia (Maqxs)

berjaya melumpuhkan cubaan
tem atan yang membawa

rtnas uk haiwan dari Chi-

nakene aﬁh inimelalui Lapang-

an Antarabangsa Kuala Lumpur
2 (I - } di;a. a 8 e, g_sw'e,,..

ag] t ‘}fa
dengan ker]asama ]abatan Kas-
tam Diraja Malaysia (JKDM)
merampas 20 kilogram (kg) pro-
duk babi, 12kgdagmg angsa dan |

- 10kg ayam pan

“Kita telah rnerampas kese—v |
mua produk berkenaai di Balai

" Ketibaan Antarabangsa KLIA2
~ untuk dilupuskan mengikut pro-
~sedur operasi standard (SOP)
~yang telah ditetapkan,” katanya .
~ melalui kenyataan kelmarin.

Beliau berkata, arahan larang-

_an mmbawa masuk dan peng-
. importan daging babi dan pro-

duk babi dari negara yang _'

mengaiarm wabak penyakit Af-
rican Swine Fever (ASF) yang
dibawa penumpang di Ialuan

“udara serta laluan laut telah di-
: keluarkan E

Tar

sa berkata, rampqsan

produk bqbl bertu;ua,n menge-

kang penularan virus ASF yang

akan memberi impak negatifke-

¥ ,pada industri dalam negara,
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 Cuba seludup benih kelapa

c! \ \
RANTAUPANJANG - Pasukan
Gerakan Am (PGA) Batalion 7
Kuantan mematahkan cubaan
menyeludup anak pokok kelapa
bernilai RM36,000 dalam dua ser-
buan berasingan di sini pada 18
dan 22 September.

Dalam serbuan -pertama di -

pangkalan haram Lubok Gong
jam 10.40 malam pada 18 Septem-
ber itu, PGA merampas 538 anak
pokok kelapa bernilai RM11,000.

Serbuan kedua pada 22 Sep-

tember sejumlah 1,124'anak po- -
kok kelapa bernilai RM25,000.
berjaya dirampas di pangkalan

haram Mak Adam pada jam 5.50
petang, '

R o

8 S el

Angéota Magls menunjukkan anak pokok Kelapa yang berjaya dirampas PGA

Batalion 7.

" dakan lanjut. - :

Selain anak pokok kelapa
PGA turut menyita dua lori yang
digunakan untuk mengangkuw
barang seludup itu dalam serbuar
tersebut. A R

Pengarah Jabatan Perkhidma-

tan Kuarantin dan Pemeriksaar

Malaysia (Magis) Kelantan, Mohc
Azam Yahya berkata, kesemus

' rampasan itu kemudian diserah-

kan kepada pihaknya untuk tin-

“Kes ini disiasat di bawah
Selcsyen 11(1) Akta Perkhidmatan
Kuarantin dan Pemeriksaan Ma-
laysia 2011 [Akta 728] atas kesa-
lahan mengimport anak benih

. kelapa tanpa permit,” katanya,

] 4 A /
L i
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Pesawah Kedah gelisah baja subsidi belum tiba

. Tinggal beberapa hari sahaja lagi sebelum masuk musim
penanaman padi, namun baja subsidi setakat ini belum
diagih, membuatkan kira-kira 100,000 pesawah di Kedah
dirundung gelisah.

Menurut Pengerusi Pertubuhan Peladang Negeri Kedah,
Abdul Lateh Mohd Saman, sawah-sawah ketika ini dalam
proses dibajak dan hanya menunggu masa untuk untuk
proses penyemaian benih, seperti yang dijaduatkan.

Namun yang menjadi kebimbangan, katanya, syarikat
pembekal baja yang dilantik kerajaan belum berbincang
dengan pertubuhan peladang kawasan (PPK) untuk
pengagihan.

"Kelewatan pengagihan baja akan mengganggu tumbesaran padi, menjejaskan penghasilan dan pendapatan pesawah,”
katanya seperti dipetik Utusan Malaysia.

Tambah Abdul Lateh, semua jadual penanaman padi diatur di kawasan Lembaga Kemajuan Pertanian Muda (Mada) dan
Lembaga Pertubuhan Peladang (LPP).

Selain itu, dia turut meminta kerajaan menunaikan janji untuk mengembalikan subsidi dan insentif kepada pesawah seperti
tanun lepas, memandangkan kos sara hidup yang kian meningkat.

Katanya, pengurangan pendapatan akan menyebabkan pendapatan pesawah juga berkurang, memandangkan harga beras
tidak berubah.

"Harga beras tetap sama manakala harga padi pula tidak dinaikkan oleh pengilang kecuali peratusan beras hancur ditambah
dalam beras yang dijual,” katanya lagi.
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Cari mekanisme baharu
‘edar baja kepada pesawah

~ ALOR SETAR 23 Sept. - Pertu-
- buhan Peladang Kebangsaan
(Nafas) dan pihak berkaitan
diminta mengkaji semula
mekanisme pengedaran baja
subsidi kepada pesawah bagi
mengelak sebarang isu kelewa-
tan seperti yang dibangkitkan.
.Pengurus Badan Bertindak
Petani Lembaga Kemajuan
Pertanian Muda (MADA), Che
Ani Mat Zain berkata, pihakn-
ya mencadangkan baja terse-
but dapat diedarkan sebaik

sahaja musim menuai tamat. -

“Misalnya, - setelah berak-

hir penanaman pada musim -

pertama, mereka sudah boleh
mengedar baja subsidi untuk
persediaan pesawah memula-
kan proses pemanaman pada
musim seterusnya.

“Dahuluy, tidak ada masalah
kelewatan seperti inji tetapi
sejak musim lalu terdapat pe-
sawah yang hanya menerima
baja  tersebut sebaik sahaja
padi hampir masak,” katanya
ketika dihubungi hariini.

Akhbar hari ini melaporkan
kira-kira 100,000 pesawah di

negeri ini gelisah kerana se-.

hingga kini belum menerima
baja subsidi sedangkan musim
penanaman padi akan bermu-
la beberapa hari lagi.
‘Perkara itu didedahkan
Pengerusi = Pertubuhan Pe-
ladang Negeri (PPN) Kedah,
Datuk Abdul Lateh Mohd. Sa-
man yang berkata, ketika ini
sawah-sawah sedang dibajak
dan hanya ‘menunggu masa
untuk menyemai benih.
Bagaimanapun, Pengerusi
Ahli Jemaah Pengarah Na-
fas, Datuk Phalirolrazi Mohd.
Zawawi menjelaskan-tidak me-

"Dahulu, tidak ada
masalah kelewatan
seperti ini tetapi sejak
musim lalu terdapat
pesawah yang hanya
menerima baja
tersebut sebaik sahaja
padi hampir masak”

CHE ANIMAT ZAIN

nerima sebarang aduan rasmi
mengenai kelewatan bekalan

baja sampai kepada pesawah
dinegeri ini setakat ini.

Tambah Che Ani, proses ban-
cian untuk musim 2/2019 di-
beberapa kawasan sawah yang
terletak di bawah MADA di ne-
geri ini dan Perlis dipercayai be-
lum dilakukan yang secara tidak
langsung akan melewatkan pro-
ses pengedaran baja subsidi,

“Kebiasaannya bagi musim
kedua penanaman, pesawah

‘akan mula menyemai’ benih

bermula Oktober, tetapi kini
hanya tinggal beberapa hari
dan proses bancian masih
belum diselesaikan di sesete-
ngah kawasan,” ujarnya.



UTUSAN
MALAYSIA

| 24/9/2019

33

BISNESS

_ KUALA"L_UM_PUR 23 Sept. - Unit
Peneraju Agenda Bumiputera
(Teraju). menawarkan geran-
geran pembangunan perniagaan
sehingga RM500,000 meneru51
program Skim Usa-
hawan Permulaan
Bumiputera = (Su-
perb). ‘ '
. Pemangku Ketua
Pegawai = Eksekutif
dan Pengarah Kanan
(Keusahawanan &
Pembangunan Per-
niagaan) Teraju,
Megat Mohd. Yatim
Megat Hamid berka-

ta, bagi permohonan
fasa pembentukan

“dan pembangunan idea . atau :

prototaip akan berpeluang me-
nerima geran pembangunan
© perniagaan ber]urnlah sehingga
RM100,000.

Katanya, manakala, per-
niagaan yang sudah berada di
fasa prakomersial atau pengko-
mersialan berpeluang menerima
geran pembangunan perniagaan
sehingga RM500,000. _

“Teraju memberi peluang
. kepada - usahawan permulaan
(start-up) berfikiran kritis dan
mempunyai idea perniagaan

MEGATmoH_D.,YATm

u tawar geran
goa RM500, OOO

yang kreatif dan inovatif mela-
lui program Superb atau dahulu
dikenali sebagai Skim Usahawan
Permulaan Bumiputera.

“Superb kini “ telah mema-
suki siri yang ke-14
dan penyertaan-
nya terbuka kepada

- golongan belia bu-
miputera yang ber-
minat untuk men-
jadi usahawan

w ataupun  syarikat

S . bumiputera yang
telah beroperasi
kurang dari tiga
tahun,” katanya
,dalam kenyataan di

| smi hariini. =~
Superb setakat ini
telah berjaya memilih 201 peme-

‘nang. Daripada 201 pemenang,

lebih 40 hingga 50 peratus pe-

serta yang dibantu telah berjaya

memperkukuhkan pernlagaan
mereka,

Superb juga menampilkan
enam bidang fokus sebagai tema
iaitu ekonomi digital, revo-
lusi perindustrian 4.0 (IR 4.0),
perusahaan sosial, ekonomi
perkongsian, bldang seni dan
kreatif, kesihatan, ingvasi ma-
kanan dan pertanian. y
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A frmer showing ginger grown in his farm in Bentong recently. The
“New Straits Times’ on Saturday reported that 231 ginger farmers in
Bentong could not renew their land permits with the state Forestry

Department this year. FILE PIC

STATE LAND

‘Bentong ginger
farmers to get new site

BENTONG: Ginger farmers oper-
ating along the hilly slopes of the
Bukit Tinggi forest reserve here
will have to move to a new site
that has been identified by the
state government.

The 231 farmers’ land use per-
mit (permit pengunaan) would
no longer be renewed as a private
company would take over the
286ha piece of land for eco-
tourism development and the
farmers would be relocated.

. A Forestry Department source
with knowledge of the ginger
farm issue sald the department
would now degazette the forest
teserve {land used for ginger
farming) and provide the fartners
with a new site.

“Since Bentong's ginger Is pop-
ular, the state government feels
thar the farmers should be relo-
eated and their farming (ar the
current site) should cease.

“The developer of, the eco-
tourism development will bear
the cost of building basic infras-
tructure at the new-site, which is
not far from the existing farms.

"The developer is completing
the Environmental Impact As-
sessment report of the new site
before measuring and marking
land plots, installing pipes and
bullding roads for the farmers.”

The source said the 231 farmers
were aware of the rules and reg-
wlations of their land-use permits
as they had signed an agreement
when they moved to the site in
2008, N

He said conditions in the deal
iticluded the right of the menteri
besar to cancel the permits.

“The new land for the farmers

will be under the jurisdiction of
the State Government Secretariat
Corporation (PSK) and the permit
payment will be collected by PSK.
They will not pay directly to the
Forestry Department. We hope
the farmers will adhere to the in-
struction to relocate as they can
be punished under the National
Forestry Act for operating illegal-
ly in a reserve forest.”

He sald the current farms were ’

not far fror the Genting Sempah
rest and recreation area and the
new site was on the other side of
the Karak EXpressway.

On claims that the new land
was not suitable for ginger farm-
ing, the source said there was 1o
seientific evidence of that and
the new and old farming sites had
similar temnperatures.

The New Straits Times on Sat-
urday reported that the 231 farm-
ers, who had been growing the
popular Bentong ginger for five
decades, were facing an uncer-
tain future as they could not re-.
new their land permits with the
state Forestry Department this

year.

They cldimed that their farms
would make way for a private de-
velopment project and they would
be given another land to farm on,
but many were reluctant to leave
thelr existing farms.

Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Wan
Rosdy Wan Ismail could not be
reached for comment, He' ls in
China on a working visit.

It is learnt that state Agro-
based Industry and Biotechnol-
ogy Committee chairman Datuk
Seri Mohd Soffi Abd Razak is also
abroad for personal matters.
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