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61 Controlled Fresh Markets record RM11 min
sales - Kiandee

Borneo Post (KK}, Malaysia

61 Controlled Fresh Markets record

RM11 min sales —

KUALA LUMPUR: The 0l
Controlled Fresh Market (PST}
locations established nationwide,
as of Thursday, have recarded

a total sale of more than RM1I
million.

Minister of Agriculture and
Food Industry (MOA) Datuk
Seri Dr Ronald Kiandee said the
establishment of the PST during
the period of the Movement
Control Order (MCO) was 1o
continue ensuring sufficient food
tar the people.

In addition, it is also t help
the Iront-line workers in the oo
industry sell their produce,

“Amang the problems Iaced
{by the public, lishermen,
farmers and livestock farmers)
during the MCO period ave
the number of business outlers
closed, besides the supermarkets
which were allowed (0 operate,

“So the PST was created under

the concept of a supermarket,
vomplele wilth the aspect of
health screening to help the
public and the frontline workers
of the nwional foud industry,™
he said during & Ruang Bicara
programme titled ‘Covid- [9:
Food Sutety Assurance’, on
Bernama TV here, Thursday
night.

The Federal Agricultural
Murketing Authority {FAMA)
had so far opened 44 PST
locations while the Farmers'
Organisation {L.PP") has |7 PST
locations nationwide, with 36

Kiandee

more PST lacations to e opened
in stages,

Kiandee said amoung the
PST Lresh produce sules were
vegetables, fraits, poultry, fish,
meat, graceries and agricultural
produce,

He said the PST was also set up
to curb the issue of dumping fresh
peads, including vegetahles and
fruits as they were not sold due to
the MCO, while guaranteeing 1hat
the government would continue ta
ensure that food supply and food
sectrity remained at their best
levels.

*The government 1hvough the
MOA and agencies under the
ministry will continne 1o take
stepw to facilitate the delivery,
sale, retail, wholesale and so on to
ensure that food items remain in
cvery Malaysian hame.

*“To date, the Ministry of
Internarional Trade and Industyy
has granted approval to operate
mare than fowr thousind Gictories
throughout the MCO period
including those related to the food
indusiry, including processing and
seafood factories, plastic packing
factories and so on,” he said.

Meanwhile, Stakeholder
Management SOT.524 7 director
Alya Syahida Allias said that
peaple and non-governmentul
organisations (NGOs) must
know of the things needed by the
person and group they want to
donate or contribute (v, to avoid
lood waste problem. - Bernama
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SUMMARIES

KUALA LUMPUR: The 61 Controlled Fresh Market (PST) locations established nationwide, as of Thursday, have recorded a tot
sale of more than RM11 million. Minister of Agriculture and Food Industry {MOA} Datuk Seri Dr Ronald Kiandee said the
establishment of the PST during the period of the Movement Control Order (MCO) was to continue ensuring sufficient food for tl
people.
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Kerajaan ambil langkah tangani
masalah lambakan sayur-sayuran

Kementerian Pertanian dan Industri Makanan sudah mengambil langkah segera
untuk menyelesaikan masalah lambakan sayur di Cameron Highlands dan
Lojing, yang terjejas akibat COVID-19. Timbalan Menterinya, Datuk Che Abdullah
Mat Nawi, berkata pihaknya sudah menghantar pegawai Lembaga Pemasaran
Pertanian Persekutuan (FAMA) ke lokasi berkenaan untuk mendapatkan
maklumat lanjut.
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Kerajaan bantu
pengeksportan sayur

g
liawatan kerja di Kompleks Lembaga Kemajuan lkan Malay-

ia (LKIM}, Tok Bali semalam. e Foto BERNAMA

PASIR PUTEH: Kerajaan
akan membantu pengu-
saha sayur-sayuran untuk
eksport di Cameron High-
land, Pahang dan Lojing,
Gua Musang bagi mengatasi
lambakan bekalan itu sehing-
ga terpaksa dibuang akibat
tidak dapat dipasarkan beri-
kutan pelaksanaan Perintah
Kawalan Pergerakan ketika

ini.Timbalan Menteri Perta-
nian dan Industri Makanan
Il Datuk Che Abdullah Mat
Nawi berkata, pihaknya telah
menghantar pegawai Lem-
baga Pemasaran Pertani-
an Persekutuan (FAMA) ke
kawasan terbabit untuk me-
lakukan siasatan dan
mendapatkan maklumat lan-
jut berkaitan perkara itu.

“Sebahagian daripada
sayur-sayuran itu akan dibeli
oleh FAMA manakala seba-
hagian lagi kami sedang per-
timbang pelbagai cadangan
yang dikemukakan oleh pel-
bagai pihak," katanya kepada
pemberita selepas meninjau
operasi di Pelabuhan Lemba-
ga Kemajuan lkan Malaysia
Tok Bali di sini, semalam.

Che Abdullah berkata,
kementerian itu membuka
bilik gerakan yang beroperasi
sepanjang PKP bagi menye-
lesaikan masalah dalam
kalangan pengusaha tana-
man. “Kami harap pengeluar
makanan lebih kreatif dalam
memasarkan hasil mereka
dan berfikir ke hadapan se-
perti melakukan jualan
dalam talian serta perkhid-
matan penghantaran ber-

banding cara konvensional :

yang mereka lakukan sebe-
lum ini," katanya. - Bernama
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NAWI (tiga, kiri) melihat ikan yang baru dinaikkan ketika lawatan kerja di Kompleks Lembaga Kemajuan |kan Malaysia (LKIM),
Tok Bali semalam. « Foto BERNAMA

PASIR PUTEH: Kerajaan akan membantu pengusaha sayur-sayuran untuk eksport di Cameron Highland, Pahang dan Lojing,
Gua Musang bagi mengatasi lambakan bekalan itu sehingga terpaksa dibuang akibat tidak dapat dipasarkan berikutan
pelaksanaan Perintah Kawalan Pergerakan ketika

ini.
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Pelaksanaan skim itu oleh KPDNHEP bertujuan membendung
perbuatan menaikkan harga barangan keperluan utama
oleh peniaga tidak bertanggungjawab yang mengambil
kesempatan mengaut untung berlebihan dalam tempoh ¥
- Perintah Kawalan Pergerakan (PKP). >
4‘.' "/ Muka 6 PN S

i
Terkini puli, dibenar kes bahari jumlah OTIAR KeE
keluar hospital, | disahlan, | kematian | disahkan
COVID-19 semalam semalam dicatat , positif
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Skim Harga Maksimum
dilaksana sepanjang PKP

Langkah elak
peniaga ambil
kesempatan
naikkan

harga barangan

Putrajaya: Kementerian Perds-
gangan Dalam Negeri, Koperasi
dan Kepenggunaan (KPDNHEP)
akan melaksanakan Skim Harga
Maksinnnn  sepanjang tempoh
pelaksanaan Perintal Kawalan
Pergerakan (PKP).

Menteri Kanan (Keselamatan),
Datuk Seri Ismail Sabri Yaakob,
berkata ja sebagai langkali bagi
membendung kenaikan harga ba-

* Kita faham kemungkinan

ada peniaga tidak
bertanggungjawab dan
mengambil kesempatan
menaikkan harga.

Ismail Sabri Yaakob,
Menteri Kanan (Keselamatan)

rangan keperluan oleh peniaga.

“Disebabkau PKP ini akan di-
teruskan (hingga 28 April), kita
faham kenmungkinan ada peniaga
tidak bertanggungiawab dan me-
ngambil kesempatan menaikkan
harga.

“Justeru, pada mesyuarat se-
bentar tadi (semalam), kita me-
mutuskan supaya Skim Harga
Maksimum ini  dilaksanakan
KPDNHEPR™ katanya, semalam,

Skim harga maksimum biasa-
nya biasanya diperkenalkan pada

musim perayaan tetapi kerajaan
turut memutuskan pelaksanaan-
nya ketika PKP.

Ismail Sabri memaklumkan,
KPDNHEP sentiasa memantan

bekalan barangan keperluan
hariau dan menjalankan penie.

riksaan khas bagi memastikan
tahap bekalan 25 jenis barangan
varig menjadi pilihan utama
petiggunia di pasaran,

“Semalanm, (kelnarin), seba-
nyak 1,205 pemeriksaan memba-
bitkau peniaga pada periugkat
peruncit, pemborong dan pengi-
Jang diadakan dan didapati ham-
pir semua barangan keperluan
asas herada pada tahap stabil, di
mana bekalannya mencukupi
termasuk topeng muka dan ce-
cair peticuci tangan.

“Hingga semalam (kelmarin)
juga, KPDNHEP meuerima 8,145
aduan dan pertanyaan berkaitan
bekalan dai harga barangan,”
katauya.

Selain [tu, beliau berkata, Ke-
menterian Pertanian dan Indus-
tri Makanan juga mengesahkan
bahawa bekalan basall dan ke-
ring terutama beras adalah lebil
daripada mencukupi.

“Rakyat tidak perlu bimbang
kerana bekalan mencukupi. Jus-
tery, jangan ada timbul sebarang
pembelian panik,” katanya.
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ementerian  Perda-
I< gangan Dalam Ne-
geri dan Hal Ehwal
Pengguna (KPD-

NHEP) akan melaksanakan
Skim Harga Mzksimum bagi
mengatasi kenaikan harga ba-
rang keperluan rakyal sepan-
jang tempoh Perintah Kawalan
Pergerakan (PKP),

Menteri Kanan {Keselamat-
an), Datok Seri Ismail Sabri
Yaakob berkata, jika sebelum
ini skim tersebut dilaksanakan
setiap kali musim perayaan te-
tapi kerajaan memutuskan ja
dilaksanakan dengan senarai
barang akan diumumkan oleh
kementerian terlibat.

“Memandangkan kita akan
memulakan PKP (fasa tiga)
pada 15 April ini, kita faham
kemungkinan ada pihak meng-
ambil kesempatan menaikkan

QOrang ramal membell barang keperiuan dl Pasar Chow Hit, Kuala Lumpur pada harl ke<28 PKP semalam.

harga barang.

“Justeru, KPDNHEP akan
melaksanakan Skim Harga
Maksimum sebagai langkah
membendung kenaikan harga
barang sepanjang PKP fasa ke-
tiga,” katanya pada sidang akh-
bar selepas Mesyuarat Khas
Menteri-Menteri Mengenai
Pelaksanaan PKP semalam.

Katanya, Kementerian Per
tanian dan Industri Makanan
turut memaklumkan bahawa

bekalan barang basah dan ke-
ring terutama beras lebih dari-
pada mencukupi.

“Walaupun PKP fasa ketiga
akan dilaksanakan, rakyat tidak
perlu risan sama ada bekalan
makanan di pasaran cukup atau
tidak kerana KPDNHEF dan
Kementerian Pertanian dan In-
dustri Mzkanan telzh membuat
pemeriksaan,

“Iangan ada pembelian pa-
nik kerana semuanya mencu-

kupi,” katanya.

Mengulas lanjut, Ismail
Sabri berkata, KPDNHEP sen-
liasa memantau bekalan ba-
1angan keperluan harian sepan-
jang lempoh PKP.

“KPDNHEP menjalankan
pemeriksaan khas lethadap ba-
rang-barang keperluan harian
di seluruh negara bagi menen-
tukan tahap keberadaan 25
jenis barangan pilihan utama
pengguna di pasaran.
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“Semalam (kelmarin), pe-
mantauan khas dilaksanakan
menerusi 1,205 pemeriksaan
melibatkan peniaga peringkat
peruncit, pemborong dan pe-
ngilang,” katanya,

Jelasnya, hasil pemeriksaan
mendapati hampit semua hekal-
an barangan keperluan mencu-
kupi termasuk topeng muka dan
cecair perabasmi kuman.

“KPDNHEP menerima 8,145
aduan dan pertanyaan berkaitan
bekalan dan harga dari 18 Mac
hingga LI April 2020 melalui
empat saluran jaitn WhatsApp
(4,140 aduan); sistem e-aduan
(1,766); hotline (1,631) dan tali-
an Enforcement Command Cen-
ter (608),” katanya,

Powered by: épisentia



13/4/2020 NST

MCO: Sabah farmer distributing vegetables for free rather than letting them go
to waste

Kundasang farmer Simon Leong, 52, who went viral in giving out tonnes of vegetables in
viraled Twitter Video. - NSTP/Courtesy of Simon Leong

RANALU: Simon Lecng is doing all he can to assist fellow Kundasang farmers to peddle
their vegetables, which are going unsold during the Movement Gontrol Order (MCO).

A Twitter video documenting Leong's campaign has gone viral since it was uploaded by
his friend, Shahrizal Denci, on April 10,

Shahrizal said Leong was among the first to distribute free vegetables to the public and Covid-19 frontliners in the state, rather
than allowing them to go to waste.

He also bought other products for donation to those in need.

“Since the implementation of the MCO on March 18, | have been giving vegetables from my farm to peopls, including those at
the Ranau food court, Ranau hospital and health clinics, as well as the district police.

‘I had no choice, as the vegetables need to be harvested, or else, they would turn bad.

“Some city folks are in need of them, while in Kundasang, the people have to discard them. Might as well give them to those
who want them,” he told the New Straits Times.

Leong, who is also Kundasang Agriculture Operators Association president, said after he finished distributing his own produce,
he focused on helping other farmers earn extra.

He approached Ranau Member of Parliament Jonathan Yasin, Inanam assemblyman Kenny Chua and Karamunting
assemblyman Hiew Vun Zin to buy the vegetables in bulk at a cheaper price to be given to their constituents.

“There will be another 100 tonnes of sponsored vegetables to be given out next week. | am helping to lvad the preduce from
the farms using my lorry.

“After that, | will lisise with those handling the logistics to send the vegetables arcund Ranau, Inanam and Sandakan,” he
added.

Leong said the farmers will not reap huge profits from the bulk sales after taking inte account their initial investments, but at
least they are making a little to buy rice and other essentials.

He added that although the state government has issued more parmits for lorries to transport vegetables, there are not many
consumers.

"Most of the restaurants are closed or passively operating, thus the lorries are only taking half of the normal loads from us,” he
added.



18/4/2020 THE STAR

Farmers must continue planting to ensure food security

Lower demand: Choong estimates that about 30-50% of fruits
produced have to be dumped as they have gone bad during the MCO.
DESPITE the difficulty faced by farmers over the movement centrol order
(MCO}, it is important that farmers continue to plant, stresses Kuala Lumpur
and Selangor Fruit Farmers Association {(KLSFFA) chairman Jeffrey
Choong. This is to ensure food security in the near future, says Choong:
"We would like to request farmers not to stop planting, they need to
continue. Otherwise, there might

be a shortage.” He predicts that if farmers do not continue to plant over the
MCO, thera is a possibility that there will be fewer supply of fruits in the
caming three months to a year. “Some workers also do not want to work at
- this time as they are afraid [of Covid-19]. We have offered to pay them
more but some of them are still worried, and of course | cannot force them," he explains. “There are also fewer packing staff.
We are facing this problem."Choong adds that some farmers choose not to plant due to other issues like difficulty securing the
necessary machinery, piping and irrigation hardware, or accessing fertiliser.

On April 3, Deputy Agriculture and Food Industries Minister |, Datuk Seri Ahmad Hamzah assured the public that there will be
encugh supply of food and agricultural produce during the MCO as the government has implemented measures to ensure that
the supply chain would not be disrupted. The government has also said that food supply sectors and its chain of essential
services can operate as usual.

On a positive note, problems on the distribution of produce that farmers faced at the beginning of the MCO have now been
resolved, Choong notes.

Initially there was some confusion due to communication issues but these have been ironad out.

“There are no more issues with access as [ Agriculture and Food Industry Minister Datuk Seri Dr Ronald Kiandee] has clarified
it," he says.

However, other barriers are still there. “There are many fruits that cannot be sold, for example papayas and watermelons. We
can pick the fruits but there is not enough transportation to move the produce,” he says.

Choong gives examples of lorries which require repair and maintenance but cannct be fixed as many vehicle repair shops are
aither closed or only partially open, and spare parts are limited due to the MCO.

“Some fruits do not last long, and if they don't arrive on time we have to dispose of them,” he says.

Demand has also slowad as hawker centres, restaurants and shops have closed or are operating in limited hours over the
MCO. Members of the public are also afraid to go out to purchase the items, he adds.

Choong estimates that about 30-50% of fruits produced have to be disposed of as they have gone bad.

He proposes for government agencies like the Federal Agricultural Marketing Autharity (Fama) to purchase unsold fruits and
vegetables from farmers and disfribute them to frontliners and the needy."We feel this will help both farmers and society,” says
Choong.Federation of Malaysian Vegetable Farmers Association president Tan So Tiok meaanwhile has requested for a
targeted stimulus package to assist farmers who are badly affected over the MCQ following the spread of Covid-19.

"Vegetable farmers had to dispose of 20-30% of our produce. VWe have also donated some to the needy,” he says.

If conditions do not improve, vegetable farmers stand to face a total loss of RM22,75mil within the first 28 days of MCQ, Tan
had said in a letter to the Agriculture Department dated March 30. The letter als¢ included a plea for the govaernment to provide
an incentive on vegetable production of RM30 per metric ton, as the incentive given by the government in 2008 of RM81 per
metric ton had greatly reduced fanmers’ burdens. Under the recently unveiled special stimulus package worth RM10bil aimed at
smail and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in a bid to soften the impact of the MCO, only farmers who are registered as SMEs
will get financial assistance. The Bantuan Prihatin Nasional cash aid, however, is available for individual farmers based on their
income levels.

On Monday, the Perak government launched its RM1mil AgroPrihatin scheme to help farmers.

"Demand fs less at this time, and the hours of operation of shops and restaurants are aiso shorter. Many wet markets and night
markets are also not operating,” says Tan.

Despite the temporary wastage, Tan nevertheless echoes the advice of Choang for farmers to continue planting crops.



“We hope that farmers will not cut production as there may not be enough fresh produce for the market in future. Hari Raya
Puasa is coming up, and demand usually increases then,” he says.

"It will he difficult to increase import as other countries are also limiting their export. Covid-19 really does impact the market."
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Six premises ordered
closed in Sabah

KOTA KINABALV: Six premises were closed
by the Health Department for falling to com-
ply with the Prevention and Control of
Infectious Diseases Act 1988,

Sabah Health director Datuk Christina
Rundi said four [actories, a restaurant and a
sundry shop in Sandakan were ordered
closed during inspections on Saturday.

Dr Rundi said the six were among 490
premises checked statewide by the depart-
ment in joint operations with local authori-
ties, the police, Armed Forces and Rela.

She also said that so far nine of the 26 dis-
tricts in Sabah were green zones with no
cases of Covid-19 detected.

She noted that health officials were taking
proactive action to create public awareness.

Dr Rundi cited the example of the central
Sabah district of Telupid where health offi-
cials had taken positive action to work
together with the communities In getting

thermn to observe the movement control order,
practise social distancing and maintain per-
sonal hygiene, among others.

“We appreciate the proactive action taken
by the Telupid district health office,” she said.

As at Saturday, Sabah had 260 Covid-19
cases with three deaths.

Meanwhile, the state wants the Federal
Governinent to consider and make adjust-
ment to the industrial diesel price in Sabah.

Sabah Agriculture and Food Industry
Minister Datuk Junz Wong said the global
crude oil prices had dropped to below 11S$32
(RM137) per barrel following economic
uncertainty caused hy the Covid-19 pan-
dermnic,

"However, state industrial diesel still
remains above RM1.90 per litre, which,
according to Petronas managetment, is based
on the original purchase price transacted,” he
said.

e
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