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‘Stok beras 'CUkup '

 Kuala Lumpur; Stok se-

. masa beras mengambil ki- -

- ra pengeluaran tempatan

-dan import adalah stabil
terkawal dan konsisten ba-
- gi menampung keperluan
dalam negara yang berte-
rusan.

- Menteri Kanan (Kluster

. Keselamatan) Datuk Seri
Ismail Sabri Yaakob ber-

- kata, secara keseluruhan

bekalan barangan keper-

luan mencukupi dan mam-.
pPu menampung perminta-

an semasa.
" Katanya,
Kementerian Perdagangan

_Dalam Negeri dan Hal

penguatkuasa

Ehwal Pengguna (KPD-

'NHEP) juga.-sudah mem-
-buat pemantaun harian 25
, +jenis bekalan di 1,203 pe-

meriksaan premis pernia-
gaan termasuk. peruncit
(925); pemborong (247) dan_

' pengllang (31).

“MOA juga ° memberi
jaminan selain beras, ba-
rang makanan basah se-
perti sayur-sayuran juga
lebih daripada mencukupi.

“Orang ramai dinasihat-
kan tidak bimbang dengan -
bekalan makanan ‘dan ke-
perluan harian kerana ia
dijamin mencukupi,” kata- -
nya.
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FAMA pastikan tiada lambakan hasil pertanian

Ill a AHMAD (kiri) bersama Zainal Abidin ketika membuat lawatan di Pusat Cperasi
B e = FAMA Seremban.

LEMBAGA Pemasaran Pertanian Persekutuan (FAMA) berjaya menjana nilai jualan
produk pertanian sebanyak RM43 juta menerusi pusat jualan dan pemasaran
kendalian agensi itu di seluruh negara, bagi tempoh 1 hingga 19 April lalu.

la membabitkan 45 Pasar Tani Terkawal (PST) yang beroperasi sebagai saluran
pemasaran hasil pertanian bagi mengelak berlakunya lambakan selain 321
Agrobazaar Kedai Rakyat (AKR) dan 115 Agrobazaar Rakyat {ABR).

Timbalan Menteri Pertanian dan Industri Makanan 1, Datuk Seri Ahmad Hamzah, berkata selain itu terdapat 45 oulet Fama
yang beroperasi membabitkan 17 Pusat Operasi FAMA, Pasar Tani Kekal (22), Myfarm Oulet {3} dan Pasar Tani Terpilih
Terbuka (3).

Beliau berkata, nilai jualan direkodkan bagi semua PST yang diwujudkan ketika Perintah Kawalan Pergerakan (PKP) sangat
memberangsangkan apabila merekodkan RM22.9 juta bagi tempoh sama.

"Operasi PST membabitkan seramai 490 usahawan dan berjaya menarik 270,000 pengunjung dengan 37,484
pembelian/penghantaran.

"Sejak pelaksanaan PKP mulai 18 Mac lalu sehingga 19 April, Fama berjaya membantu 1,120 petani dengan kuantiti belian
produk sebanyak 4,506 matrik tan bernilai sebanyak RM6.85 juta.

“Seramai 1,420 usahawan di bawah seliaan Fama terbabit dalam memastikan bekalan makanan sampai kepada kira-kira 0.6
juta pengguna yang turut menggunakan kaedah 38.091 perkhidmatan penghantaran,” katanya.

Beliau berkata demikian pada sidang media selepas melawal PST Pandu Lalu di Pusat Operasi FAMA Negeri Sembilan di
Jalan Labu, Seremban, hari ini.

Hadir sama, Ketua Pengarah FAMA, Datuk Zainal Abidin Yang Razalll dan Pengarah FAMA Negeri Sembilan, Asmizal Jaafar.

Ahmad berkata, semua pusat jualan itu beritjuan memasarkan barangan segar, sayur-sayuran, buah-buahan, ayam dan
daging serta barangan keperluan harian lain.

Beliau berkata, usaha kerajaan ketika ini adalah meningkatkan dan memperkemaskan aktiviti pemasaran secara dalam talian
menerusi Agrobazaar Online bagi membantu petani.

"Pada masa sama, 17 Pusat Operasi FAMA itu dijadikan pusat perantara kepada semua petani supaya petani tidak
berhadapan masalah memasarkan produk mereka.

"Justeru itu, setakat ini masalah lambakan produk pertanian tidak berlaku. Memang sebelum ini berlaku lambakan tetapi
selepas kerajaan buat kajian, masalah itu dapat diselesaikan,” katanya.
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Datuk Seri Ahmad (tengah) semasa melawat Pasar Segar Terkawal {PST) di Pusat
Qperasi Fama Seremban, Jalan Labu dekat sini hari ini.

: SEREMBAN - Kerajaan berjaya mengekang lambakan hasil pertanian melalui
rangkaian pemasaran yang berkesan dalam memasarkan produk berasaskan
pertanian di negara ini.

Timbalan Menteri Pertanian dan Industri Makanan 1, Datuk Seri Ahmad Hamzah
berkata, sejak bermulanya Perintah Kawalan Pergerakan (PKP) pada 18 Magc lalu,
pihaknya melalui Lembaga Pemasaran Pertanian Persekutuan (Fama) telah membantu
1,120 petani dengan nilai pernbelian sebanyak RMG.85 juta.

Katanya, seramai 1,420 usahawan di bawah seliaan Fama terlibat dalam memastikan bekalan makanan sampai kepada
600,000 pengguna yang turut menggunakan kaedah 38,091 perkhidmatan secara penghantaran.

"Isu lambakan hasil pertanian yang berlaku bagi kes-kes lalu hanya kes terpencil, dan kita juga sudah mengambit tindakan
sewajarnya untuk membantu semua petani agar nasib pekebun kita terbela.

"Oleh sebab itu, kementerian melalui Fama telah membuka sebanyak 45 outlet di seluruh negara, termasuk Pasar Segar
Terkawal {(PST) bagi membantu petani memasarkan produk mereka dengan lebih baik.

"Selain PST, sebanyak 321 Agrobazaar Kedai Rakyat (AKR), 115 Agrobazaar Rakyat (ABR) turut beroperasi di seluruh negara
dan berjaya menjana jualan sebanyak RM43 juta,"katanya pada sidang media selepas melawat Pasar Segar Terkawal (PST) di
Pusat Operasi Fama Seremban, Jalan Labu dekat sini, hari ini.

Tambahnya, seramai 490 usahawan terlibat dalam pengoperasian PST, yang menghasilkan nilai jualan sebanyak RM 22.9
juta, sejak tempoh 1 hingga 19 April 2020.

Katanya, pengguna tidak perlu bimbang mengenai bekalan makanan sepanjang tempoh PKP, berikutan pihaknya sudah
memastikan bekalan makanan tidak terputus dengan penyediaan banyak outlet Fama yang akan memasarkan hasil pertanian
negara dengan lebih berkesan.

Sementara itu, ketika ditanya mengenai harga bekalan mentah yang dijual di pasaran Fama, beliau memakiumkan, berpuas
hati dengan tawaran harga yang dikenakan peniaga, malah terdapat harga yang lebih rendah berbanding dari pasaran luar.
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SEREMBAN, 20 April -- Lembaga Pemasaran Pertanian Persekutuan (Fama) membantu
1,120 petani memasarkan hasil produk mereka sekali gus mengatasi lambakan hasil
pertanian sejak penguatkuasaan Perintah Kawalan Pergerakan (PKP) dari 18 Mac
hingga semalam.

Timbalan Menteri Pertanian dan Industri Makanan | Datuk Seri Ahmad Hamzah berkata
hasil produk petani itu dipasarkan melalui 45 outlet Pasar Segar Terkawal (PST); 321
Agrobazaar Kedai Rakyat {(AKR); dan 115 Agrobazaar Rakyat (ABR} di seluruh negara
dengan nilai belian sebanyak RMG6.85 juta.

Beliau berkata sejumlah 1,420 usahawan di bawah seliaan Fama pula terlibat dalam memastikan bekalan makanan sampai
kepada 0.6 juta pengguna melibatkan 38,091 kaedah perkhidmatan secara penghantaran.

“Isu lambakan hasil pertanian yang berlaku bagi kes-kes lalu hanyalah kes terpencil dan kita sudah mengambil tindakan
sewajarnya untuk membantu semua petani agar nasib mereka terbela.

"Kami juga mahu pastikan rantaian bekalan makanan tidak terputus sebaliknya ia kekal berterusan untuk pastikan barangan
sampai kepada pengguna,” katanya kepada pemberita selepas melawat Pusat Operasi Fama di sini hari ini.

Beliau berkata dalam tempoh 18 Mac sehingga semalam, PST merekodkan nilai jualan sebanyak RM10 juta manakala AKR
{RM3.8 juta) dan ABR (RM3.7 juta).

Ahmad berkata Fama juga dalam usaha untuk meningkatkan pengedaran pengeluaran makanan secara lebih berkesan
sepanjang tempoh PKP ini dan memperkemaskan konsep jualan dalam talian dan luar talian melalui ‘Agrobazaar enline' dan
rangkaian outlet yang terpilih.

"Para petani pula seharusnya menggunakan Pusat Operasi Fama yang terdapat di seluruh negara untuk mereka berhubung
dan menyalurkan sebarang permasalahan berkaitan pemasaran hasil produk mereka," katanya.

-- BERNAMA
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FAMA bantu petani pasarkan hasil produk

TIMBALAN Menteri Pertanian dan Industri Makanan Datuk Seri Ahmad Hamzah {tengah)
melihat harga ayam telur dan barangan keperluan ketika melawat Pasar Operasi Lembaga
Pemasaran Pertanian Persekutuan (FAMA) di Jalan Labu, Seremban semalam. Turut hadir
Ketua Pengarah FAMA Datuk Zainal Abidin Yang RazalLi (kanan) dan Pengarah FAMA Negeri
Sembilan Asmizal Jaafar {kiri). ® Foto BERNAMA

SEREMBAN: Lembaga
Pemasaran Pertanian Perse-
kutuan (FAMA) membantu
1,120 petani memasarkan
hasil produk mereka seka-
li gus mengalasi lamba-
kan hasil pertanian sejak
penguatkuasaan Perin-
tah Kawalan Pergerakan
(PKP) dari 18 Mac hingga
semalam.

Timbalan Menteri Perta-
nian dan Industri Malanan |
Daluk Seri Ahmad Hamazah
berkala, hasil produk petani
itu dipasarkan melalui 45
outlet Pasar Segar Terka-
wal (PST); 321 Agrobazaar
Kedai Rakyat (AKR); dan
115 Agrobazaar Rakyal
(ABR) di seluruh negara
dengan nilal belian seba-
nyak RM6.85 juta.

Beliau berkata, sejumlah
1,420 usahawan di bawah
seliaan FAMA pula terlibat

dalam memaslikan bekal-
an makanan sampai kepada
0.6 juta pengguna melibat-
kan 38,091 kaedah perkhid-
matan secara penghantaran.

“Isu lambakan hasil
pertanian yang berlaku
bagi kes-kes lalu hanya-
lah kes terpencil dan kita
sudah mengambil tindakan
sewajarnya untuk rermban-
tu semua petani agar nasib
mereka terbela.

"Kami juga mahu
pastikan rantaian beka-
lan makanan tidak terpu-
tus sebaliknya ia kekal
berterusan untuk pastikan
barangan sampai kepa-
da pengguna,” katanya
kepada pemberita selepas
melawat Pusat Operasi
Farma di sini semalam.

Beliau berkata dalam
tempoh 1 April sehingga
semalam, PST merekod-

kan nilai jualan sebanyak
RM22.9 juta manakala AKR
dan ABR merekodkan nilai
jualan sebanyak RM43 juta.

Ahmad berkata, FAMA
juga dalam usaha uniuk
meningkatkan pengedaran
pengeluaran makanan
secara lebih berkesan
sepanjang tempoh PKP
ini dan memperkemaskan
konsep jualan dalam ta-
lian dan luar talian melalui
'Agrobazaar online’ dan
rangkaian outlel yang ter-
pilih,

“Para petani pula sehar-
usnya menggunakan Pusat
Operasi FAMA yang ter-
dapat di seluruh negara
untuk mereka berhubung
dan menyalurkan seba-
rang permasalahan ber-
kaltan pemasaran hasil
produk mereka,” katanya,
- Bernama

Powered by: @ isentia
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Petani perlu terus menanam

Petanl perju terus menanam

[l rss]

Kerajaan Perak melalui Perbadanan Pembangunan Pertanian Negeri Perak
{PPPNP) dengan kerjasama Jabatan Pertanian Perak dan Lembaga
Pemasaran Pertanian Persekutuan {FAMA) memperkenalkan Skim Agro
Prihatin Negeri Perak bagi menggalakkan petani di negeri ini terus menanam
dalam usaha memastikan bekalan makanan terus mencukupi, laporan
wartawan Sinar Harian, Saifullan Ahmad.



21/4/2020 MALAY
MAIL

Customers observe social distancing guidelines as they do their shopping at the Shah
Alam wet market March 26, 2020. — Picture by Yusof Mat Isa

SEREMBAN, April 20 — The Federal Agricultural Marketing Authority {(Fama) has aided
1,120 farmers to market their produce and overcome dumping of their harvest since the
movement control order (MCC) began on March 18 until yesterday.

Deputy Agriculture and Food Industry Minister Datuk Seri Ahmad Hamzah said the
farmers sold their produce to 45 Controlled Fresh Market (PST) outlets; 321 Agrobazaar
Kedai Rakyat (AKR) and 115 Agrobazaar Rakyat (ABR) operating throughout the

country for RM6.85 million.

He said 1,420 entrepreneurs under Fama were also involved to ensure the supply of food reaches consumers who also made
orders for 38,091 deliveries.

“The issue of dumping which took place, were isclated cases and we have taken the appropriate measures to assist all farmers
to protect their interest.

"We also want to ensure the food supply chain is not disrupted and would continue 1o ensure the goods reach consumers,” he
told reporters after visiting Fama's Operation Centre here today.

He said from March 18 to yesterday, PST outlets recorded RM10 million in sales while AKR gross RM4 miillion and ABR
generated RM3.7 million.

Ahmad said Fama is also improving its food distribution during MCO and it is streamlining its online and offline sales via
Agrobazaars and selected network outlets.

“All farmers should use Fama’s Operation Centre nationwide for contact and channel problems relating to marketing their
products,” he said. — Bernama
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SEREMBAN, April 20 — The Federal Agricultural Marketing Authority (Fama) has
aided 1,120 farmers to market their preduce and overcome dumping of their
harvest since the Movement Control Order (MCQO) began on March 18 until
yesterday.

Deputy Agriculture and Food Industry Minister Datuk Seri Ahmad Hamzah said
the farmers sold their produce to 45 Controlled Fresh Market (PST) outlets; 321
Agrobazaar Kedai Rakyat (AKR) and 115 Agrobazaar Rakyat (ABR) operating

throughout the country for RM&.85 million.

He said 1,420 entrepreneurs under Fama were also involved to ensure the
supply of food reaches consumers who also made orders for 38,091 deliveries.

“The issue of dumping which took place were isolated cases and we have taken the appropriate measures to assist all farmers
to protect their interest.

“We also want to ensure the food supply chain is not disrupted and would continue to ensure the goods reach consumers,” he
told reporters after visiting Fama's Operation Centre here today.

He said from March 18 to yesterday, PST outlets recorded RM10 million in sales while AKR gross RM4 million and ABR
generated RM3.7 million.

Ahmad said Fama is also improving its food distribution during MCO and it is streamlining its online and offline sales via
Agrobazaars and selected network outlets.

"All farmers should use Fama's Operation Centre nationwide for contact and channel problems relating to marketing their
products,” he said.

- BERNAMA



21/4/2020 NEW
SARAWAK
TRIBUNE

Inspecting the mound of paddy grain. Photo: Bernama

KUALA SELANGOR: A total of 140 Federal Agricultural Marketing Authority
(Fama) outlets naticnwide have recorded RM80 million in sales since the
beginning of the movement control order (MCO) on March 18.

Agriculture and Food Industry Minister Datuk Seri Dr Ronald Kiandee said they
include the sale of fruits, vegetables and fresh fish, all of had high demand from
local customers.

"The total also includes sales at controlled fresh markets that commenced operations since April 1, which is Fama’s attempt to
overcorne oversupply of produce due to the MCO.

“Fama is now also cellaborating with more e-trade platforms so that we can market the agricultural products faster,” he told
reporters after a visit to Selangor northwest Integrated Agricultural Development Area (IADA) here yesterday.

Also present was Deputy Minister 1 Datuk Seri Ahmad Hamzah.

Ronald said during the MCO, the ministry will focus more on online dan direct marketing to customers, as there are still many
hotels and restaurants that are not fully operating, resulting in excessive supply.

Customer demand is consistent like before the MCC, what has been causing oversupply is excess production and less
order from food-based factories, hotels and restaurants, and the ministry will always try to overcome this problem," he said. -
Bernama

Fama officials visit a paddy farm. Photo: Bernama
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Menurutnya, semua Kementerlan Pertanian Persekutuan (Fama) di EE:": . E: u&“ﬁ»ﬁ
pasar nelayan mengambil  dan Industri Makanan Pasar Segar 'l‘erkawal St L L .
kira keselamatan dan melatui LKIM mengambil ~ (PST): bl UrbdemSenl  Semtw e
keselesaan pengguna beberapa usaha untuk “LKIM juga A Lkt e lod
dengan mewsajibkan memastikan stok bekalan ~ dalam proses :"——’;n = e,
penjarakan sosial sati ikan mencukupi termasuk  rmemperkemaskan lagi finSakanger K Sumpalth Satap. Sogedg
meter, mengehadkan melalui Prograrn fkan konsep [ualan secara T e
hanya sebilangan Segar Beku QFish, dalam talian melalul e Mg T vl M
pengpuna pada satu masa, bingga kind, sejumlah  poreal e-Dagang seperti PBEGR. Pum Mo, Pty e __Tpo g
pengesanan suhu badan, 499 mt dengan nilai Shopee di e iy
penggunaan sanitasi jualan RM98,142.49 https://shopee.coni.my/ il Fep tel M, Tk Syt
tangan di pintu masuk dicatatkan membabitkan nekmat.os hagl Meldetdonn pojieclepl | S e
dan pemnbelian dibuat oleh  Bio transaksi dalam talian  mermaksimnmkan NN ldm | e wemope
ANTARA 64 pasar nelavan vang beroperasi di sehuruh negara, seorang ketua ahli oleh penggune sekitar rantaian bekalan dan oottt i Lo S e S o
i . helua?ga sahaja. Lernbah ¥lang melakui pemasaran makanan e —_=
Oleh Muhamaad Razis futa membabitkan Beliau berkata, LKIM platform geterusnya memenuhi e ilmadwd whphl iy
Ismail 518,544.46 kilogram hasil mengambil inisiatif www.nekmatbiz,com.my permintaan hasil K LI e s S v |
razis@hmetro.comany laut. dengan menggalakkan sepanjang tempoh Plcll:. perikanan di seluruh [ [ ]
"lum.la.h im Persatuan Nelayan “Nel juga membuat  negara. Yo Sybirn e Bk W
ektor perikanan membabitkan jualandi  Kebangsaan (Nelmat) jualan ikan menggunakan  “Selain itu, LKIM SRR e o
anh:l:a ;erundxl?:kt:n pasar nelayan, kaedah anenguba.h stmteiﬂ'. jualan l;?rgmal‘:: m {ang melalui persaitn;ka: nelayan i RguspRiig Mk i
penting dalam - tunai sernasa penyerahen an pemasaran ikan usa akan menyediakan vy
lan makanan negara, {COD), platform menggunakan kaedah Pengumpulan dan - platform dalam talian nam E:u ek E: “?EE
Tidak hairanlah www.nekmatbiz. COD. Pengedaran Lkan (CCDC) gtuk mmbolne]hhukan e m‘ o, St el
mel:igapa aktivit} corn.my dan di Pusat “Kini, sebanyak 44 di Tamnan Wahyu, Kuala anggan membuat Peian e bt swhmak  \oppsey
pendaratan ikan disemua  Pengumpulan dan persztuan nelayan di Lumpur” katanya. awal atan e il unn'-.:-
Komyileks Lembaga Pengedaran Ikan {CCDC).  seluruh negara sudah Beliau berkata, LKIM whatsapp secara-pra iy : L]
. Kemajuan [kan Malaysia “Semnum pasar nelayan.  menjalankan urusan COD  memfokusk gedaran dan meml P e i o R e
* (LKIM) dan pasar nelayan  beroperasi hampir setiap  sepanjang tempoh PKP bekalan makanan bayaran terus secara LY e
di selurub negara berfalan  hari di seluruh negara bagi memudahkan terutamanya hasil laut dalam talian bagi (AN g s Sum. i D
seperti biasa gepanjang dengan mengamalkan pembekalan ikan dan hasil  yang berkesan di memudahkan  aser  menmiee s voe
tempoh Perintah Kawalan  Prosedur Operasi laut sacara terus kepada  sepanjang tempoh urusan Py e B i Farld
Pergerﬁak‘;ln lg;?] dengan tStsnd.al:dpEg;)P) se[:f.njang pe:ngegtma. antdl PKP ini dengan Bd?ptck :pllﬂ:l :_"': J v
mema empol 5¢ Jaksan: menjalinkan | :
disarankan kerajaan. disarankan Majlis mendapat sambutan Kerfasama dengan point dan e
Ketua Pengarah LKIM Keselamatan Negara menggalakkan daripada Lembaga urusan bt
Raja Kahalid Raja Ariffin (MEN) dan Kernenterian masyarakat setemnpat dan ~ Pemnasaran pandu [alu e
berkata, pihaknya Kesthatan Malaysia LKIM akan terus komited  Pertanian di pasar -
mengekalkan operasi 64 {KEM). dalam riernastikan nelayan M
pasar nelayan di seluruh “Semua pasar nelayan pengguna mendapat y -
negara gelaras dengan ini beroperasi dari pagi bekalan ikan yang -
Pk:n;ggagﬁn kerajaan hingga ;engah ?t:?r:lm menaiukugli@ Kini pengguna
pada or atau petang dengan an sewaktu R Al
Perihidmatan Penting  keselamatan oleh polis  berkuatkuase. (AR R
bagi memastikan bekalan  dan tentera selain Kita akan taut. ikan segar beku
protein negara bantuan aleh anggota meneruskan Qfish don produk
mencukupi. Anglatan Pertahanan perkhidmatan i s melatui
Beliau berkats, bermula  Awam (APM), Jabatan in selepas PKP dl'f'm‘:f S b
18 Mac lalu, paser nelayan  Sukarelawan Malaysia tamat,” katanya. onhine dan Shopee
itu mencatatkan nilai (Rela) dan penguat kuasa Dalam pada itu, Ea ool
jualan sebanyak RIM6,14 LKIM," katanya. belian berkata,

JUALAN TKAN DI PASAR NELAYAN, NEKMAT

Sokong kaedah jualan COD

pelanggan malah nelayan yang berdafiar. dihantar oleh runner pada
memberi keuntungan imanapun, dengan keesolckan harinya tanpa
kepada nelayan. ini, pelanggan dan  dikenakan caj
Pengurus Besar nclayan masing-masing penghantaran,” katanya.
Persatuan Nelayan Negerfi  mendapat manfaat,” Tambahnya, bermula
Kedah (Nekad) Norazila katanya. April zozo sehingga hari
Ismail berkata, pihaknya Menurutnya, pihaknya  ini. Nekad merekodkan
- menyambut baik mula melaksanakan jualan hasil laut seberat
cadangan LKIM untuk kaedah QOD membabitkan 1,500 kilogram bernilai
mempetlmnall:an sistem Bemua pasar nelayan RMi3,000 menerusi COD.
COD ini. di negeri ini selepas Perkara sama turat
; e b - Katanys, dalam tempoh  seminggu PKP diakui eleh Peng'urul.:
pelaksanaan Perintah dilaksanakan, Besar Persatuan Nélayan
LALAN uachicl OO dapat sambdiiah mengAitioon, Kawalan Pergerakan (PKP)  “Pelanggan holeh Kawaszn Sri Muara,
Persatuam nelayan di se-  menggunakan kaedah tunai  ini, pelanggan bimbang membuat tempahan Kuching, Sarawak, Kartini
luruh negara han (COD).  untuk ke pasar nelayan. sehari awal menerusi Bujang yang roelihat
baik saranan Lemhaga Ke- Bagi mereka, Inisiatif “Situasi ini sudah pasti  media sosial termasuk sigtemn COD ini dapat
majuan Ikan Malaysia ini bukan sahaja memberi  menimbulkan keresahau  aplikasi WhatsApp dan membantu
{LKIM) yang menggalaidan  kemudahan kepada dalam kalangan 8700 Facebook sebeium bekalan  menjual hasil tangkapan.
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Sabah adopts comprehensive
approach to resolve
problem of vegetable glut

KOTA KINABALU: The Sabah
government  has  adopied a
comprehensive  and  holistic
appraach to manage the
supply and distribution system
of highland vegetables in
Kundasang to resolve the glut
problem during the Movement
Cantrol Order {MCQ) period.

Chief Minister Datuk Seri
Mohd Shafie Apdal said the
Sabah Ministry of Agriculture
and Food Industey (MAFD has
been asked to look into the
matter including the needs of
the farmers whose income have
been affected or suffer losses as
the harvested vegetables have
not been sold.

“The ministry has been asked
lo manage this matter in a
comprehensive manner as there
is 4 possibility of excess supply
as farmers have harvested their
vegetables.while we know that
there is no demand, whether
from the domestic market or
export. So we have to tackle this
problem.” he said.

Mohd Shafie was replying to
a supplementary question from
Datuk Dr loachim Gunsalam
{PBS-Kundasang) during the
guestion-and-anawer session at
the Sabah state assentbly sitting
here yesterday.

Joachim asked what assistance
was being specifically given to
the farmers of Kundasang who
have been adversely aflected
when their crops have been

Datuk Seri
j Mahd Shafie
Vi) Apdal
harvested but could not be sold
during the MCO.

Mohd Shahe said the siate
government  also  provided
firancial aid to this group as
well as loans at zero interest
to all farmers to encourage
their  participation in  the
agriculture sector after the MCQO
ends.

He added that MAFl Sabah
has been asked to work with
the Sabah Ministry of Domaestic
Trade and Cansumer Affairs
to list out the supermarkels
which are operating so that the
vegetables can be senr there.

“This data is needed because
the supermarkets can  deal
directly with the farmers.
There is no need to have too
many middlemen who buy the
vegetables in Kundasang (o
he sent 1o the retail seclor as
movement must be reduced
duiing this pericd as a way lo
cuwrb the spread of Covid-,” he
said. — Bernatna
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Shafie: Govt to stabilize food security

KOTA KINABALU: Food security
is one of the sectors the Stale
Government wants Lo ensure is
stable, said Chief Minister Datuk
Seri Shahe Apdal,

“We know that food security
is something we need to ensure
not only because of the possibility
that we export to neighbouring
countries like Brunei Darussalam
and Singapore, but hecause of the
current situation we are facing
today. the rakyat in the state need
sufficient food supply.

“If we continue to focus on major
industries, there is the possibility
that the country we are exporting to
is under lockdown and our products
will not reach its destination.

“So we must be very focused on
which sector we want to encourage
as sooh as the Federal government
lifts the Mavement Cantrol Order
{MCO). I will be announcing the
sectors wewill prioritize, forexample
SMEs which have huge implications
ah our youngsters emplayed in the
rural areas,” he said.

There is also the issue of
perishables such as vegetables and
seafood, said Shafie. adding that he

had instructed Lthe state Agriculture
and Food Industry Minister to
ensure that there is encugh storage
for seafood.

“For now | was made to
understand thereis an oversupply of
fish and vegetables. [ have discussed
with the ministry 1o ensure that
the excess whether in Kundasang
or Ranau is channelled to those in
need,” he said.

Shafie added that the State
Government through the
Agriculture and Food [ndustry
Ministry and Damestic Trade
and [ndustry Ministry, have
engaged hypermarkets as well
as supermarkets and sell the
harvested vegetables to them.

The hypermarkets and
supermarkets will prepare a list of
whal they need and give it to the
twa ministries, he said, adding that
this arrangement will cut out Lhe
rieed for middlemen.

“Like for seafood, we have
S5afma to assist the fishermen. In
the past we had SAMA marketing
operations to assist farmers with
their produce and channel to the
retail sector for sale,” he said.

The retail sector. Shafie said.
need to inform the authorities
on what they need and with the
data. they can link them e the
farmers.

There has to be a clear cut
supply and distribution part, said
the Chief Minister because the
government wants ta discourage
middlemen  from travelling
throughout the state.

“This is MCO, we need to reduce
mohility nat only drivers but alsa
those who are helping to carry
the products as they are at visk
of being infected by the Covid-19
virus.

"Thave also asked our agriculture
minister to also communicate
with our neighbouring countries
because | was made to understand,
Brunei Darussatam for example, is
facing a shartage of food supply.

“Its  Foreign  Minister 1l
contacted me and infarmed me
of the situation, | have informed
Wisma Putra that our neighbour
needs assistance so instead of
letting the excess seafood and
vegetables po Lo waste, it's better
to sefl them,” he said.
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Don't rezone paddy land for

other use — Paginatan rep

LAND that has been zoned for
the planting of paddy should
not be allowed to be rezoned for
other use.

Speaking at the State
Legislative Assembly sitting
yesterday, Datuk Abidin
Madingkir {Paginatan) said that
this is to ensure Sabah achieves
its self-sustaining level {(SSL) for
rice which is now only al 26 per
cent.

He said that Sabah still imports
rice [rom countries such as
China, Vietnam and Thailand.

However, due to the Covid-19
pandemic which alsa affected
those countries, they have closed
their doors for export. said
Abidin.

“Because of this, the Federal
and State governments should
open fields to be planted with
paddy.”

He said that the physical area
used for the planting of paddy in
Sabah is 25,000 hectares.

The areas that are planted with

paddy twice per annum is 35600
hectares.

He explained that rhe Kota
Belud district has long been
identified for paddy planting to
meet the SSL for the commodity.

Abidin sald there are also
cther districts identified for the
purpose such as Kota Marudu
and Telupid.

Additionally, there are also
abandoned paddy fields such as
those in Tuaran and Papar which
can be re-developed for Lhe
purpose of increasing the 3SL.

"However, there are paddy
fields that have been rezoned for
other purpose.l hope that the
Agriculture and Food Industry
Ministry can look into this te
meet the needs to increase
and impraove the drainage and
irrigation system so that the SSL
tor paddy can he increased,” he
said,

“The government must prepare
encugh altozation tc upgrade and
rebuild the drainage system.”
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