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Petani, penternak lega dibantu MAFI

JELEBU: Petani dan penternak meluahkan rasa lega
selepas Timbalan Menteri Pertanian, Dr Nik Zawawi Salleh
' membantu mereka dalam usaha membangunkan semula
industri pertanian selepas dilanda baniir.

Menurut Nik Zawawi, Kementerian Pertanian dan Industri
: 8 B Makanan (MAFI) akan mengembleng seluruh tenaga
melalui agensinya dalam mengemballkan kawasan pertanian yang musnah akibat banjir.

“Bantuan daripada kerajaan akan sampai, bagi menjana semula pertanian serta memberi semula
insentif kepada petani yang dilanda bencana alam.

“Saya akan pastikan petani dapat meneruskan semula apa yang diusahakan mereka sebagai sumber
mata pencarian rezeki keluarga.

“Perkara ini telahpun diputuskan melalui mesyuarat MAFI dan ianya akan disalurkan scepat mungkin
bagi meringankan beban petani yang terkesan banjir,” katanya dalam sesi lawatan ke Kampung
Chengah, Jelebu, pada Sabtu.

Menurutnya, MAF! akan membuat kadar anggaran kos kerugian akibat bencana alam dan
menghulurkan bantuan pertanian secepat mungkin.

Dr Nik Zawawi dalam Majlis Penyampaian Sumbangan Bakul Makanan MAFI Prihatin
menyumbangkan bakul makanan asas yang mempunyai beras, tepung, minyak masak kepada 20
buah keluarga yang terjejas.

Jelebu merupakan daerah yang paling teruk terjejas dalam Negeri Sembilan sejak kejadian banjir
yang berlaku pada 18 Disember lalu sehingga ke hari ini.

Turut hadir bagi program tersebut adalah wakil Pengarah Lembaga Perindustrian Nanas Malaysia
(LPNM) Negeri Sembilan/Melaka, Mohammad Ismazainureen Abu Hassan.

Sementara itu, seorang penternak lembu, Roziah Kamarudin 43, berkata, dia berterima kepada Dr
Nik Zawawi, kerana turun padang, serta bertindak cepat bagi membantu mereka yang terlibat banjir.

“Selepas banjir tempoh hari, saya seakan hilang punca memikirkan nasib lembu-lembu kerana
makanannya yang ada disimpan semuanya hilang dihanyut air.

“Saya kerugian lebih kurang RM 60,000 akibat banjir yang dihadapi ini, namun hidup perlu
diteruskan, sedih memang sedih, jadi saya amat mengharapkan bantuan daripada pihak kerajaan.

“Saya berharap bantuan nanti mampu memulihkan semula semua usaha kami anak tani di sini,”
katanya. — HARAKAHDAILY 27/12/2021
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RICE PRODUCTION THREAT

SYNDICATES ‘EXPLOITING’

Repercussions on
food security if land
used instead for
planting greens,
says ministry official

NURADZIMMAH DAIM
BERNAM
news@nst.com.my

YNDICATES could be be-
hind the Incidences of for-

eigners found to be rent-

ing out padi fields to plant
vegetables, says the Ministry of
Agriculture and Food Industries
(Mafl).

‘The ministry believes that the
problem, 1f left unchecked, could
Jead to setjous long-term repet-
cusslons on the size of Malaysia’s
padi-farming areas as well as

threaten the country's self-suffl-

clency level (SSL) or food security
in terms of rice output.

The ministry’s Padi and Rice
Regulatory Division director-
general Azman Mah-
mood sald this would
also hinder the gov-
ernment's efforts to
increase padi produc-
tion, including the on-
going Large-Scale
Smart Padi Field
(SMART. SEB) Initla-
tive, which [s a three-
way collzberatién be-
tween the govern-
ment, private compa-
nies and padi farmers.

“As it Is, padi pro-
duction in the country has seen a
drop in the past few yeais. We
must not allow the situation to
worsen.”

According to the Statistics De-
partment, Malaysia's padl pro-
duction has declined by 11 per
cent to 2,348.9 thousand tonnes
in 2019 compared with 2,639.2

Azman Mahmood

thousand tonnes in 2018,

“We are stiil wairing for-feed-
back from the Selangor govern-
ment and have also informed
other states to find
out if such actlvities
ate also taking place
there,” Azman told
the New Stralts Times
following checks at a
vegetable farm on a
padi fleld in Sekin-
chan recently.

He said following
Investigations, it was
learnt that some for-
elgners were found to
have paid several
months' worth of
rental payment In advance to the
land owners,

Azman sald some land-owners
simply could not pass up on the
opportunity to gain “untung atas
angin®-(profit without having to
work).

“When we arrived at the ste, a

farm at the padi feld fled. If he
had nothing to hide, then why
did he run away?

“He could have explained to us
that the land status was already
converted for vegetable farming
instead.”

He said these vegetables were
usually transported to various at-
eas in the Klang Valley, including
the Selayang wholesale market
where they were sold at high
prices, with claims that they were
sourced from Cameron High-
lands. .

"This could be the work of
a syndicate. We don’t want
Sekinchan to be Cametron High-
lands 2.” -

Azman sald his office was ver-
ifylng the status of the land
gazzetted as padl fields but used
for vegetable farming with the re-
spective agencies Including the
Selangor government and Land
and Mines Department.

He sald land conversion of ar-

Consolidafing padi fie,ldsamay be the norm to boost

SABAK BERMAM: Consolidation
of padi fields owned by individ-
uals as “plantations” could be the
norm for Malaysla in the future,
Ministry of Agriculture and
Food Industries (Mafi) Padl and
Rice Regulatory Division direc-
tor-general Azman Mahmood
sald this wus made possible
through the Large-Scale Smart
Padl Fleld [SMART SBB), a col-
laboradon between the govern-
ment, private sector and padi

farmers.

He sald through the initlative,
padl farmers with vast skills and
experience in the trade would al-
s0 also be exposed to new tech-
nologies and knowledge,

Al the same time, monitoring
activities by the suthorities are
made easier through consolida-
tion of padi fields owned by sep-
arate individuals by adopting the
plantation concept, he said.

“It is a matter of having a better
management. A proper system in
place not only helps boost the
padi yield, but also protects the
padifrom diseases as a collective,
hence mininising losses.

9t the same tirge, it would en-
hance the country's padi produc-
tion and self-sufficiency- level
(8SL) for rlee output {the govern-
ment hias set a 75 per cent target
by 2025 from 63 per cent this
year),” he said in an interview.

Azman sald SMART SBB en-
abled farmers 1o enjoy & higher

profit Instead of merely wotking
on their padi fields individually,
He said afarmer earns upwards
of RM1,540 per tonne of padi,
plus a RM360 subsidy from the
government,
“We will also be able to elim-

"inate the involyement of middle-
mien in the supply chain. Farmers -

are able to sell their crops to be
processed at rice factories with-
out having to worry about having

thelr income affected (to pay for
middlemen).”

He said many farmers previ-
ausly earned a pittance from padi
production, making it an
unattractive venture,

“In the past, farmiers sold their
¢rops to agents whoacted as mid-

diemen for rice factories, These

agents only appear on days of col-
lection. The farmers often fell
victim to these agents who would

intentionally reduce or delay
payments.” 4

Some, he said, they were forced
to take up loans from the mid-
dlemen to sustain thelr opera-
tlons, Falling deeper Into finan-
‘ctal trouble.

Malaysia produces about
140,000 tonnes of rice per month
and 1.7 million tonnes annually,
while the monthly rice import
stands at about 700,000 ronnes.

Selangor

PADI LAND

would principally requite the
consent of the land owner, Mafl
and the respectlve state govern-
ment.

Meanwhile, Selangor Padl and
Rice Regulatory director Moham-
mad Ashik Abdul Rahman said
some of the land ¢wners were
found to have claimed benefits
like subsidies for fertilisers or
damages on the padi fields.

“Upon checks, we learned that
they were no longer farming pai,
but had instead allowed others to
use the land to plant vegetables.”

Khairul Affendi Jarnurl, whose
family owns padi fields in the
area, sald such practices were un-

common,

He said planting other crops
could disrupt the padi cycle and
might affect the soll due to pes-
ticldes used for vegetables.

Page 1 pic: An aerial view of
pod) flelds that are turned into
vegetable farms in Sekinchan,

productivity

Agriculture and Food
Trdustries Ministry
Padi and Rice
Regulatory Division
direstor-general
Azman Mehmood
(left) listening o
Beriar Padi Sdn BRd
managing director
Jarnuri Tahrir's
explanacion of the
technology thdt is
used in harvesting
podi, in Sungal
Besay, Selangor. FIC BY
FARIZ ISVAD) ISMAIL

The public-private strategic
partnership, which started in Feb
this year, targets a total
300,000ha of padi farming area.

Almast 4,000 farmers have so
far benefited from the pro-
gramme. There are about
200,000 padi farmefts ln
Malaysia, mostly involved in
small-scale farming.

»» See also Page 11
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49 farmers
affected
by floods

KUALA LUMPUR: The Selangor
Federal - Agricultural Marketmg
Authority (Fama) says floods in the
state has affected 49 contract farm-
ing participants.

Its director, Aiada Abdul Rashld

expressed concern that the situa-
| tion would affect the supply chain
of - agricultural produce in the
state. -
“The impact. of the floods on the-
supply chain of agricultural, pro-
duce is being studied by the govern-
‘ment agencies involved,” Bernama
quoted her as saying.

Selangor Fama, in a statement
said that it -had opened its Crisis
Management Centre Operations -
Room to ensure smooth delivery of
assistance to agro-entrepreneurs
affected by the floods.
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Azman memakaikan topi kaledar kepada penerima yang
hadir di Program Janji Selamat Kekal Selamat di Sektor
Perikanan bersama nelayan Kuala Kedah di Kompleks LKIM,
Kubang Rotan di sini pada Isnin.

| ALOR SETAR - Hampir 100 peratus nelayan di Kedah
mencarum dengan Pertubuhan Keselamatan Sosial
(Perkeso) di bawah perlindungan Skim Keselamatan Sosial
Pekerjaan Sendiri.

Exco Pertanian dan Industri Makanan, Perusahaan Perladangan dan Komoditi, Azman Nasrudin
berkata, seramai 2,521 mencarum secara automatik melalui potongan elaun sara hidup yang
diterima daripada kerajaan.

Katanya, kurang dari 10 peratus lagi adalah nelayan yang mempunyai lesen tetapi tidak menerima
elaun sara hidup.

"Jadi yang dapat elaun itu automatik mencarum, cuma yang tengah fokus sekarang tidak dapat elaun
supaya mereka mendaftar dengan Perkeso," katanya ketika ditemui selepas Program Janji Selamat
Kekal Selamat di Sektor Perikanan bersama nelayan Kuala Kedah di Kompleks LKIM, Kubang Rotan di
sini, pada Isnin,

Menurutnya, caruman secara automatik kepada nelayan itu hanya berjumlah RM232 untuk tempoh
setahun.

"Tahun depan kerajaan akan beri subsidi 80 peratus, jadi dari jumlah itu cuma RM40 yang pencarum
perlu bayar untuk setahun.

"Jumlah ini sedikit sahaja berbanding manfaat yang akan diterima. Tidak ada sebab untuk nelayan
atau golongan yang bekerja sendiri tidak mencarum dengan Perkeso," katanya.

Azman berkata, pihaknya juga akan mencari mekanisma agar semua pekerja sendiri dalam sektor
pertanian dan perikanan dapat mencarum secara automatik.

"Untuk pesawah contohnya, boleh cadangkan agar dibuat pemotongan secara automatik melalui
subsidi padi.

“Kami akan adakan perbincangan bersama pihak Kementerian Pertanian dan Industri Makanan
{MAFI) dan Lembaga Kemajuan Pertanian Muda {MADA) untuk merealisasikan hasrat berkenaan,"
katanya.

Sementara itu, Pengarah Perkeso Kedah, Mohamad Haron Othman berkata, pihaknya menyasarkan
30 peratus jumlah pencarum dalam skim pekerjaan sendiri pada tahun 2022,



"Setakat ini hanya 6.67 peratus iaitu 14,734 orang yang bekerja sendiri dari semua sektor di Kedah
mencarum dengan Perkeso. Untuk tahun hadapan, besar harapan saya agar jumlah ini meningkat ke
30 peratus daripada jumlah keseluruhan 220,800 orang bekerja sendiri di negeri Kedah.

"Memang ada yang tidak nampak manfaat mencarum dengan Perkeso ini, tetapi bila kita jatuh sakit
secara tiba-tiba kita akan nampak kepentingan mencarum. Kepada berhasrat mencarum boleh
datang ke pejabat Perkeso atau membuat pendaftaran secara dalam talian di
matrix.perkeso.gov.my,"” katanya.
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28/12/2021 KOSMQ NEGARA

SEORANG pekebun, Painiin Dol Kamil, 69, menunjukkan pokok pisang yang musnah akibat banjir
di Kampung Labohan Dagang, Banting, Kuala Langat semalam. - FAISOL MUSTAFA

-
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