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'FAMA bantu pasarkan 10.5 tan roselle

ROMPIN- Lembaga Pema-

saran Pertanian Persekutuan
(FAMA) membantu mema-
sarkan 10.5 tan hasil tanaman
roselle yang diusahakan oleh
46 peserta ladang kontrak di
dua kawasan di
Rompin, tahun ini.

- Pengarah FAMA Pahang,

Saiful Sadri berkata, nilai ke- .

Bagaunanapun inenurut__ i

beliau, jumlah itu jauh ber-

kurangan berbanding hasil -

dan nilai jualan untuk tahun-
tahun sebelum ini.

“Ia berikutan pekebun me-

ngurangkan keluasan tanam-
an ekoran pelaksanaan perin-
“tabh ' kawalan pergerakan
(PKP).

“Bagi hasil tahun ini, se-
lain untuk bekalan pusat
memproses makanan FAMA

Rengit, Johor, buah roscl_le '

daerah

keluaran pekebun Kampung
Desa Murni dan Kampung
Tebu Hitam itu turut di eks-
port ke Australia,” katanya.
Beliau berkata demikian
selepas mengmng1~lawatan
Pengarah Kanan FA
Rahman Mahmood ke Pusat

- Pengumpulan: Ladang
Kampung Desa Murm di sini

seluruhan jualan produk}pér- -_»':'g_-',pada Sabtu. -

j| berkata, rdselle ke— .

_':S"':-.;

i Tuaran daerah itu terkena] de- P
‘ngankua

cualitinya hmgga
pu menembusi pasaran ;
antarabangsa.

“Pihak FAMA akan terus
berusaha membantu pekebun
roselle yang turut mengusaha-
kan beberapa tanaman kontan

~ lain seperti keledek, kacang

tanah dan jagung.

~ “Pelbagat kemudahan te-
lah disediakan kepada pe-
kebun antaranya bantuan per- -
alatan, pengangkutan, kursus
dan latihan,” katanya.
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Fenomena air pasang bawa rezeki kepada penduduk

Pesta kerang Pantai

Olteh MOHD. AZLI ADLAN

KUALA TERENGGANU - Sua-
sana di Pantal Pandak, Chen-
dering di sini bagaikan pesta
apabila ramai penduduk datang
mengutip kerang yang banyak
terdampar di pantai itu akibat
fenomena air pasang besar sejak
tiga hari lalu.

Seorang penduduk Kampung
Pantai Pandak, Amirrudin Oth-
man, 26, berkata, kerang tersebut
mula disedari naik ke pantai ber-
kenaan selepas solat Jumaat lalu.

Menurutnya, kehadiran
kerang dalam kuantiti banyak
itu mendorong sebahagian pen-
duduk kampung keluar ke pantai
dengan membawa bakul, baldi
dan plastik untuk mengutipnya.

"Memang hampir setiap ta-

hun, kerang akan naik ke Pantai
Pandak akibat ditolak ombak
besar disebabkan fenomena air
pasang besar sepanjang musim
tengkujuh.

“Tanda mudah untuk menge-

tahuinya ialah kulit-kulit kerang

akan memenuhi- pesisir pantai
tersebut,” katanya ketika diternui
Kosmo! di Pantai Pandak di sini
semalam. 3

Amirrudin berkata, dia sendiri
sudah mengutip puluhan kilo-
gram (kg) kerang vang terdampar
sejak Jumaat lalu.

Seorang lagi penduduk, Ros-
lan Mohammad, 32, pula berkata,
bagi fasa awal fenomena air pa-
sang besar yang hanya meng-
hasilkan ombak yang kecil, ke-
banyakan kerang yang naik ke
darat adalah bersaiz kecil.

"Berdasarkan pengalaman
kami, semakin kuat ombak, se-
makin besar kerang yang naik.
Memang fasa awal ini kerang
vang naik bersaiz kecil, tetapi se-
lepas ini mungkin saiznya akan
lebih besar.

“Biasanya kerang akan men-
darat di Pantai Pandak pada
setiap kall fenomena air pasang
besar sepanjang musim tengku-
juh sehingga bulan Mac depan,”
ujarnya.

Roslan berkata, kebhanyakan
kerang yang dikutip kali ini bu-
kan untuk jualan, tetapi dimakan
sendiri ekoran saiznya yang kecil.

*Kalau ada rezeki, fasa air pa-
sang besar selepas ini akan mem-
bawa kerang bersaiz besar pula,
barulah kami jual untuk tambah
rezeki," katanya.
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.do-.it-youmifpifmbmand-
'ntanrstcra was harvested in
April, t'n!llnwedhy the second in

August.
Each harvest yielded-about 3kg of

(Pﬂtseas).whininookupmechal-

lenge of planting padi at the PPR.

'_Pekan Kepong compound under the
Local Agenda 21 programme.

I(LmlaL ur City Hall. ki
Perseas ‘Nor Hilmi

.Muhamad.whnisalwaml’ei:m .

Seeds of
knowledge

4 one —_—
gmwmmabmtdmfzom.‘iﬂstaﬂﬁ

“It can produce 350 of , and
half that weight when processed
into rice.

“We did not process the seeds into
rice grains because our aim was.
more educational.

“Furthermore, the quantity pro-
duced was very low,” he said.

>TURN TO PAGE 3
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By BAVANIM
bavenim@thestar.com.my

A COMMUNITY recycling cenfre,
which has been in Kuala
Lunipur for over a decade, has to
move out as the OWNET Wanis

Callection Centre in Taman Danau
Desa, Kuala Lumpur was served a
nwtice to vacgte on Oct 22 by the
landowner,

‘Taman Desa Residents
Association (TDRA) chairman Wong
Chan Choy sald volunteers as well
a5 the surrounding communities
were devastated as the place was
not just a recycling centre but also
an education hub where the public
was taught about ling and
embracing a

The cenre has
a1,400sqm plot since 2011,

The site uged to be an Alam Flora
Tubbish sorting centre.

Tzu Chi Foundarion Malaysia
took pver the running of the centre
11 years ago. i
In 2017, the Jand was sold ta &
third party.

“The new landowner allowed us
to remain at the site for free all this
while and we a{'pmdnle thar, but
now they want it back and we need
to look for a new place.

"We hope to continue the centre
in some other place in Taman Desa
0 that recycling efforts will contin
ue,” Wong said. -

TDRA advisor Datulk Wiliam
Chan sald they were hoping to
appeal for an extension as it was
not eas{ to find an alternative site,

ope to contimie recycling
activities near or around the area.

“We have identified one area, but
we are not sure who owns the land
g tho hey renged e o
& t they v more time.

Teu Chd station master for the
‘Taman Desa centre Francis Tan
confinmed it had to move out by

ing to pay rent.

“Wi have established a haven fob
elderly[nllun spend their free dme
recyclables,” he said
One of the volunteers is 70-year-

okd Les Lin.
“T do this to keep my mind active,
“It. 15 hetter than sitting at home
walching TV.® she added.
The cemire 15 also open to visitors

Community recycling
centre told to move

Landowner wants to use site in Taman Danau Desa as carpark

Tan says the cenire has (o move
oul by Nov 22,

nies who want to learn about recy-

Corparal
Territories director
Shuib, she commended-Tzu Chi for
successfully carrying out the recy-
all thess years.

“We hope a suitable location will
he foumd. -

Unformmatety; we do not have'a
site to place the centre,” she said
‘gn:\mldmmga visit to Taman

nm:hunnmpruimaimdntsetv
ti.n,greddenﬂ ir hoames o

orgamc
vmﬂ;yblu for their own consump-
tion and for the city's soup kitchen,
cucumbgr, (OMmato, ourey

french and long beans were grown.
More than 60 families were regu-
Inr valunteers in the project.

Wong (In red
shirt) tending to
the community
garden before
the Covid-19
pandemic hitin
Mareh last year.

Flash ﬂoods plague couple in Klang's Southern Park

By EDWARD RAJENDRA
edward@thestar.com.my

ALL that T. Naysarajah, 80, and his
wife Ambikat Chelliah, 73, can do
when It rains heavily is watch
helplessly as water from the drain
outside their house at Jalan Ladang
in Sowthern Park; Klang overflows
intn their eompound and home,

Naysarajah said foodwaters
would reach kmee-height.

“Qur house experienced fts first
flash food in June 1995,

“It worsened after the narurally
flat terrain was elevated when vesi-
dential lots nearby were bullt,” said
the former teacher,

Prior 1o this, theirhnme,huﬂtm

B

1957, had never been
"Southern Park was first set up
with 32 houses on Individual lots
built under the banner of Jaffness
Co-operative H: Soclety.

he sald.
r owners of the inds-

0 the large bricks that are used to ralse the bed in'the master
bedroom to prulact it flom floodwaters.

] have writien to MPK numer-
ous times and in 1598, the

The
e were only four rows with  vidual lots sold their properties and  En Department widened
ight houses on each row while a 1he subsed OWTErs tished  the drain along [alan Ladang to
vast ofl palm pl the ald struct and rafsed the 0.8m but it was a futile exercise,”
Jalan La 1ond, which he said had triggered e said. .

“In the 1970s, terrace houses surface runoff onto his property hikal ber the damage
were constructed and jt became a Hn njah urged to her furninre sach time floodwa-
bigger residential area, lso called pa.l Council’s (M ters entered thelr home,
southern Park. Engineering Department to find a “For mare than two decades now

“This did not cause fiash floods,”

sofution.

MPK has not resolved the matter.

“Maost of the wooden furniture,
electrical ftems, doors and even the
walls have been affected.

“Floodwaters seep through the
walls and has ed the

rquet Hoaring in
roorm,” she said

bullt a concrete skirting of
about 0.2m at the front and back of
the house but the finodwaters still
fowed ln.

Naysarajsh

- says water

-level can
reach 0.3m
high sach
time thera

¢ laaflash

flood.

“Omee floodwalers enter, it
takes four hours for the water Lo
recede, Each time I
clean up, Tger exha
fer aches and pains,” she lnmv.-ntl:d

MPEs Corporate
Communications Dopnmﬂen( direc-
tor Narfiza Mahfiz said the depart-
ment would coardinate with the
Engineering Department to investi-
gate the finsh floods, o
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Sustainable living taking shape in PPR

> FROM PAGE 1

Nor Hilmd said padi could be
grown in almogt any place that
received a lot of sunlight and
water.

The soil must be moist, and that
is the reason why padi needs good
irrigation, he added.

“To replicate the ideal condition,
we need to ensure the soit is
always moist.

“$o, in an urban setting, we-had
to make sure the dpﬂlants were
watered twice a day,” he said.

Nor Hilmi said many people who
heard about the project were scep-
tical until they saw the plants for
themselves.

“We did not succeed on our first
try as the planter boxes tipped over
during heavy rain and we had to
start over,” he said.

Nor Hilmi said they planned to
plant glutinous rice varieties on a
bigger scale soon, in hopes of mak-
ing and selling a Malay traditional
snack called emping.

“Now that two batches of rice
. seeds have been successfully har-

vested, the community is confident
of planting more padi to make rice
products for sale

“We are also big on recycling
and will plant the padi using the
aquaponic method, which is
with polybags made from used
banners and mineral water bot-
ties,” he said.

Among the caretakers of the padi
plants were students Hazwan
Fahmy Hamzal, 20, and 17-year-
old Muhammad Zulkiflie Jalan

Hazwan said he learnt about the
padi planting project and found it
interesting.

4 had a lot of time to spare and
decided to join the group and
learned to culdvate padi.

*T am not very interested in agri-
cultiral activities or have any plan
to pursue. it in the future. This was
more like a fruitful pastime.

“But I am very proud of myself
for being able to grow padi from a
seed to a plant and harvesting,

“My friends were in disbelief
and [ had to bring them over to the
garden to prove it,” he said.

Muhammad Zulkiflie said he
also took part in the project to pass’

_ “We cannot go out rauch, So,
when I was home, I came down to

— e

‘:\\ :

Nor Hilmi says residents hoped to plant glutinous rice varieties on a bigger scale using various methods,

including aquaponics.

tend to the padi plants.

“Although there were others who
watered the plants twice a day;, I
came by almast every day to check
if the soil was moist," he said.

Rashdan said the association was
eyeing a.0.6ha area under high ten-
sion cables in Bukit Damansara to-
plant padi-in a bigger area.

He said the place was ideal and
they planned to rope in residents
from a welfare home nearby to
grow it for profit.

4 “The welfare home is facing
financial difficulties. Instead of
expecting donations and handouts,
it should be self-sustaining.

“Food security is a serious con-
cern and everyone should know
how to grow their own food,” he
said.

Rashdan said they were prepar-
ing the necessary documents to uti-
lise the land.

“We hope to start the padi pro-
jéct sometime early next year.”.

The comrnuriity has harvested about 6kg of padl seeds so tar this year.
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The four Star Soclal Impact Grant reciplents together with Star Media Group (SMG) chairman Tan Sri Chor

Chee Heung (left) and Star Foundation tiustee and SMG directar Datuk Dr Mahd Aminuddin Mohd Rouse
during the presentation ceremany at The Star's 50th Anniversary dinner. — AZHAR MAHFOF/ The Star

Impactful support
for positive changes

Foundation aids changemakers in
empowering vulne

PETALING JAYA: While non-profit
E&nl\isal'Jnns continue to a -
role in serving the underserved

In society, adequate finding is
Important to keep thelr impactful
work g

That prompted Star Foundation to
Introduce the Star Soctal frnpact
Grant (581G) aimed at parthering
with social organisations to carry
out impact-driven projects to better
the lives of local communities and
the environment,

rable groups via grants

Federal Territary Association for The
Mentally Handicapped, widely
kniown as SAMH,

Waniw Tamarai Pulau Pinang
(Tamaral) chairperson KS
Pakyalakshml Subramanian was
overjoyed when she found out
that the NGO's grant application

. was successful

“This RM50,000 will help elevate
Tamaral’s effarts in provis
akills developmaont and work
jportunities within our commu-

“We are thrilled to empower
vulnerahle women hoth economi-

cally and sodally through needle-
work,” she sald. .

Under the “Button and Hook —
Learn In: Empowering Women
through Tailoring Skills™ project,
women in B40s, school dropouts
and lormer prisoners will be
trained In the art of sewing and
fashion, working towards self-suf-
ficiency and employment through
the skiils learnt.

Upon cormpletian of in-class
training, the 25 soon-to-be seam-
stresses will be able to make a ljv-
ing by selling their products rang-
Ing from bags, aprons and apparel
to face masks, be it through 3
Tamaral or by themselves.

“What makes the programme
different i5 that the trainess will
be glven a sewing machine each
after graduation,” said

Pakyalakshmi.

She said the sewing machine
could help the women gain finan-
cial freedom. .

S far, the l.‘lst‘l’tgcnr-uld
Tamaral has provided Income-gen-
erating skill courses to improve
the Ui standards of over 1,300
peapie. The courses included

ing, halrd henna art

3 Presented in conjmcdoﬂwim'[he o : By
tar’s 50th anndversary, this year's & RMS0,000 grant received
inaugural SSIG awarded a total of - SAMH will be used to support the
RM200,000 warth of grants to four = “SAMH Agriculture Project to

NGOs, In suppart of their social pro-  Hppes Malaysia's vermiculture project farmers showing thelr Enip the lly Handicapy

Jects. | vermicompast during the pilot praject, through Farming Skills” project,

Thie reciplents are Vision Ta which will benefit more
Transform, Hopes Malaysia, fective methodology 1o & live- erson ble furming and help-  than 50 inteliec slu-
Selangor and Fedoral lihoods and create multiplier effects  Ing to market their produce in Kota  dénts at itz centres in Kiang,

A tion for The Mentally over wider communities in the log Kinabalis. Brickfields and Jinjang.
Handicapped, and utan term. . “To further encourage vjnl::s-rs. SAMH T Krist
Pernbangunan Waniiz Tamaraf 1t will also boost digital and finan-  this vermiculture project, o by Vellayatham culture had
Pulau Pinang. cial inclusion for vulnerable commu-  Star Foundation, will wse & of  alwiys been Lauded for improving

And the supported projects all nities, in line with the nationaland  worm called African Night lers  health as well as fine and gross
have one thems in comimon - com-  global agenda,” she added. to halp improve sofl setation and motar skills which are important in
munity empowerment. To date, V2T has managed to drive  fertility, leading to crop diversifica-  childhood development.

Thu.?rrange fram emf ing tion and income Increase  tion It also enhances mood, improves
rural farmers to adapt sustainable  for aver 50,000 vulnerable people, “With better quality, q yand ¢ fon and ps social

and 1 Eza highlighted that some of the  variety of produce, the villagers will  sklls,
tralning to the disabled, to offering  beneficiaries recorded more than Dbe able to eamn a better income to “At SAMH, we focus on providing
entreprensurship training as well a5 100% Income Increase within twato  break their of poverty” said Poh.  education, training, employment
skills development to the B40 and 8iz months of mentaring, even amid She explained that vermiculears  — and care to mentally handicap,
qther e communnities. the Covid-19 pandemic. turned food waste into quality children and youths. The agriculture

Each |!clwﬂ1heca‘i$ul[:;n In C compost. e project con;lnsul.lutlhmlmy Coin-
Varieus locations nationwide for a i “On top of reducing waste, ponents,” s
duration af up to 12 months and will Sustainable farming farmers can also organically improve — The project will help vq:dnun men-
hie monitored to ensure smooth Believing that equal access to food  their soll quality by moving awa: tally handicapped indlviduals by
delivery of all agreed outputs. contributes to better health and from chemical fertilisers, which {u:n equipping them with agricultural

wellbeing, Star Foundation provided eﬁl%l:zirlmﬁlmhnlorgnm. Qf% thelrwem;ain;andmm:
o RM in grant to Hopes “This is 4 cost-effective and sus- loyment in the forming sector.
Entrepraneurship Malnysin in support of its “Rural taimahle wivy for farmees toproduce. ALUSAMH centroe, the tral will

Vision To Transform (V2T)con-  Crep Diversification via better quality varled crops and be taught to tend to, care for and
sultant Eza Salwa Rohani sald the Vermoiculture Project”. resalve the issue of soll dation  harvest the planted vegetables rang-
RMS50,000 under SSIG would go a Hopes Malaysta co-founder Poh faced by many villagers in our farm- ing from ?ﬁ“ mshrooms, chillies,
Jong way towirds realising V2T's Kay Inn said that over 30 hausehalds projects. lethuce, spinach, brinjals and ladies’
SCONUINIL FECOVEry programme to in Kota Belud, Sabah, wauld benefit “It is also an efficlent solution and ngers.
help vulnerable communities Irom this project. eaily expandable to gther rural Tha vegetables will also be used
improve thelr livellhood. ] during the Covid-19 comrmunities, hecause these worms  In preparing lunch for students,

The six-month project will involve  pandemie, the rural fssues related to * reproduce quickly for villagers to which indirectly introduces argandc
%bebneﬁdmﬁs in ldentifying  food security have | along il inue reaping the food to thelr diet,” Krishnavenj
thelr and capabilities, followed  with continuous poverty and loss of  henefits of vermi posting,” she lai

a series of antin o y added She said the NGO would ssll sur-

p courses besides continuous sup- “These villagers spend most of "Hopes Malaysin is incredibly plus produce ta the parens, teact
port and mentoring via a designated  their irregular income on food and  honored and thankiul to be award-  and school staff 1o help generate
wabfﬁpasmpanidpmum- groceries, high transportation cost  ed this grant. Together with Star incorne for its certres.
start their micro businesses. &nd medical cost,” she sald. Foundatlon, we hope to once again “The timely grant from Star

“Wie are very grateful to recefve As villagers turn to farming for touch more lives in the rural Kota Foundation will help e the train-
this grant. Ill;%m us the opportunity  daily consumption, they face anoth-  Belud comwmunity,” said Poh. ees with the skills that will get them
to help the B40 communlty, urban —  er challenge which Is soll infertility a job and earn a stable income,” she

rand economically-impacted due to Jong-term lack of water sup- Vacatlonal skills said.
ividuals to generate income Inde- pﬂ' and Inappropiiate use of chemi-
pendently,” she said. cal fertilisers. Another changemaker that shazes Skills development

“The grant will enable us to use Over the last two years, Hopes Star Foundation’s stance in commu- b

technology and our proven cost-ef- ity development is Selanger and Pertubuhan Pernbangunan

Malaysia has been educating villag-
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