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Nashir ternak kelulut keliling rumah

Bermula dengan hobi,

kini menjadi sumber-

pendapatan sampingan

KOTABHARU

ermula sekadar hobi
menjadikan lima log
kelulut sebagai hiasan
di sekelilings rumah,
seorang pesara kerajaan kini

mampu tersenyum lebar apabila

usahanya dalam menternak ke-
lulyt kini medjadi sumber pen-
dapatan sampingan.

Mohd Nashir Yaacob, 62,

beckata, dalam tempoh pandemik . |

Covid-19, permintaan madu ke-
lulumya itu semakin meningkat
kerana khasiat dimiliki seperti
mengandungi kandungan anti-
oksidan yang tinggi.

Ditemui _di rumahnya di

Kampung Che Arps, Kok Lanas,
di sini pada Tsnin, Mohd Nashir
berkata, beliau mengadaptasi ke-
mahiran yang dimiliki sebagai
pengajar peserta kursus- pen-
ternakan lebah kelulut ketika
" bertugas di Jabatan Pertanian
Negeri Kelantan untik mencipta
taman hijau di sekeliling rumah-
nya selepas bersara pada 2012.

“Jumlah log kelulut saya per-
nah mencecah 300, namun Kini
hanya tinggal 50 berikutan ada
yang berminat membelinya,"
katanya. .

Bercerita lanjut, Mohd
Nashir yang mesra disapa se-
bagai Pok Sir berkata, usaha se-
cara santai daa niat mahu berbaik

dengan alam sermulajadi di se-

keli]'mg rumah itu turut menjadi
terapi dirinya dalam tempoh se-
. katan pergerakan ketika mi,

"Kerja-kerja menyedut madu

Paia mitanya mentamat kelulut hwTya menjadi hobd tan] ki menjad! sunbet pendasatan sampinga Mohd Nastis.

kelulut dilakukan setisp dua atan  beritahu, perkara utama jalah
tigaminggu sekali dengan pura-  kesesuaian kawasan dan penjaga-
ta tuaian setiap log kelulut itu  anterutamanya sumber makanan .

antara 700 hingga 800 gram,

_bagi keselesaan lebah kelulut

" Madu yang dituai kemudiannya menghasilkan banyak madu ser-
akan dimasukkan ke dalum botol  ta berkhasial.
untuk dijual kepada pelanggan "Di sekitar kawasan rumah
secara runcit atau borong. ini, saya pastikan ada pokok-
"Dalam masa sama, sayajuga  pokok yang disukai oleh lebah
memprosesnya menjadi produk  kelulut seperti bunga kelapa,
sabun berasaskan madu kelulut  bunga jambu, bunga rambutan
yang turut mendapat permintaan  dao bunga akasia kerana kualid
tinggi," katanya yang memiliki  madu pula diteritukan oleh jum-

lima anak.

Ditanya rahsia mampu terus
aktif dalam pentemakan madu
kelulut, Mohd Nashic mem-

lah bunga yang dikunjungi oleh
seekar lebah kelulut,” katanya
mendapat sokeongan isteri,
Ramlah Salim, 62. - Bernaing
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Iskandar Puterl: Tiada
kluster membabitkan iba-
dah korban dllaporkan di
negeri ini sepanjang Aidil-
adha lalu, sekali gus me-
nunjukkan prosedur operasi
standard (SOP) korban di-
tetapkan berkesan rfienge-
kang penularan wabak Co-
vid-19 di negeri ini.

Pengerusi Jawatankuasa
Hal Ehwal Agama Islam Jo-
hor, Tosrin Javanthi berkata,
SOP ibadah korban terbabit
dirangka dengan mengam-
bil kira pandangan Jabatan
Kesihatan Negeri, Jawatan-
kuasa Fatwa Negeri dan Ja-
batan Perkhidmatan Vete-
rinar Negeri dan mendapat
perkenan Sultan Johor
Sultan Ibrahim Sultan Is-
kandar.

“Ibadah korban pada ta-
hun ini berjaya dilaksana-
kan dengan 6,037 ekor hai-
wan ibadah korban 'disem-
belih di 164 pusat sembe-
lihan yang berdaftar di ba-
wah Jabatan Perkhidmatan

SOP ibadah korban
di Johor berkesan

Veterinar.

“Proses sembelihan, me-
lapah, memotong dan mem-
bungkus daging dilakukan
di pusat sembelihan. Jawa-
tankuasa maspd dan surau
serta penganjur ibadah ko-
rban akan terus mengedar
daging yang siap dibungkus
kepada mereka yang layak

menerima agihan daging

korban,” katanya.

Beliau berkata demikian
ketika menjawab soalan Na-
jib Lep (Pas - Bukit Pasir)
berhubung SOP sembelihan
korban pada Hari Raya Ko-

rban pada sesi soalan lisan-

pada Persidangan Keempat
Dewan Undangan Negeri
(Dun) Johor ke -14 di sini,
semalam.

Tosrin yang juga Ahli De-
wan Undangan Negeri

(Adun) Bukit Permai ber-
kata, Jabatan Agama Islam
Negeri Johor (JAIN]) menin-
jau sebanyak 30 pusat sem-
belihan di negeri ini ber-
mula 10 hingga 22 Julai lalu
bagi memastikan semua
SOP ibadah korban dlpatu-
hi,

Katanya, pusat sembeli-
han yang dilawati itu ter-
letak di Kulai, Gelang Patah,
Johor Bahru, Ulu Tiram,
Pontian dan Kota Tinggi.

“Bagi memastikan pusat
sembelihan patuh SOP iba-
dah korban sepenuhnya, Ja-
batan Perkhidmatan Vete-
rinar dan Polis Diraja Ma-
laysia (PDRM) seldin JAIN]
melakukan pemantauan se-
belum dan selepas ibadah
korban dilaksanakan,” kata-
nya.
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Kuantan

ebanyak 165 kilogram

ikan selayang segar

yang dijual dengan

harga 20 sen seekor habis

dalam masa kira-kira se-

“jam di program jualan

amal Dapur Infaq Ummah
di sini, kelmarin.

Program jualan amal itu
dikhususkan untuk go-
longan yang terkesan
berikutan tah
Kawalan Perga-
rakan (PKP) 3.0,

Setiausaha
Dapur [nfaq
Ummah, Za-
hir Shah Zahid
berkata, satu
keluarga ha-
nya boleh
membeli  seki-
logram ikan ber-
kenaan dengan
harga RMs sahaja.

Menurutnya, sambu-
tan terhadap jualan amal
itu begitu menggalakkan,
hanya dalam masa kira-ki-
ra sejam sahaja satu tong
ikan selayang yang dibe-
kalkan nelayan tempatan
hahis dijual,

Katanya, ini kali pertama
pihaknya mengadakan
program fjualan amal ikan
segar bertujuan membantu
meringankan beban golo-
ngan memetlukan yang
terkesan berikutan PKP
yang berlarutan.

“Sebelum ini Dapur Infag
Ummah mengadakan jualan
amal 150 ayarn segar dengan
harga RM5 seekor dan kali
ini Ikan selayang dijual de-
ngan zo sen seekor.

“Kita bukan mencari ke-
untungan gebaliknya ha-
nya untuk membantu go-
longan memerlukan yang
terkesan dengan pelaksa-
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Ikan selayang
20 sen seekor

Sebanyak 165 kilogram habis dalam masa sejam

naan PKP3.0." katanya.
Zahir berkata, aktgdti ju-
alan bermula jam 9,30 pagi
namun setengah jam se-
belum itu sudah ramal su-
dah beratur mengikut pro-
sedur operasi standard
(SOP) penjarakan Fzikal
yang dipantau petugas,
Katanya, Dapur Infaq
u h o turut beri

sumbangan keperluan asas

kepada 100 golongan mis-
kin bandar di daerah ini
menerusi program food-
bank.

“Setiap harl kita turut
menyediakan  makan  te-
ngah hari dan malam ke-
pada lebih 150 komuniti
Lorong Wong Ah Jang yang
turut terkesan dengan PKP
2.0

"Kite juga mempelawa

mana-mana  pihak yan

bermurah.  hati  un

memberi sumbangan bagi
mengisi dana untuk mem-
bantu mermerlu-
kan,
dan

mgnsgg:m‘n Sy
ngan beberapa pihik lain,”

APMM tahan bot -
bersama 4 nelayan
warga Myanmar

BOT tem

Lutenut:  Apensi - Penguat-
kuasaan Maritim Malaysia
{APMM} menahan bot ne-
layan tempatan bersama
empat kru warga Myanmar
dan merampas 400 kilog-
ram ikan di kedudukan 4.4
batu naurila barat daya per-
airan Pulau Buloh di sini,
kelmarin.

Pengarah APMM  Perak
Raman berkats, pihalmya me-
nahan hat kelas B berkenaan
jam 6.45 petang kerana me-
langgar syarat sah lesen.

Menurutnya, bot berke-
naan dikendalikan empat

kru warga Myanmar berusia”

21 hingga 49 tahun yang
tidak mempunyai delkumen
pengenalan diri yang sah.
“Ketika ditahan, bot se-
dang melakukan aktiviti pe-
rikanan menggunakan pu-
kat tunda dan disyaki me-
lakukan kesalahan mengi-
kut Akta Perikanan 1985 iai-
tu menangkap ikan kurang
daripada s batu nautika se-

nelayan tempatan bersama empat kru warga Myanmar
yang ditahan di kedudukan 44 batu nartika barat daya perairan
Pulau Buloh di Lumut, kelmarin. i

&

Ketika ditafan, bot
sedang melakukan
aktiviti perikanan
menggunakan pukat
tunda dan disyaki
melakukan kesalahan
mengikut Akta
Perikanan 1985 iaitu
menangkap lkan kurang
daripada 5 botu nautika
seperti kebenaran syarat
sah lesen serta Akta
Imigresen 1959/63"

Shohrizon Raman

perti kebenaran syarat sah
lesen serta Akea Imigresen
1959/63.

“Bot bersama kru dan ha-
sil tangkapan dibawa ke Pu-
sat Tahanan Vesel (PTV)
Kampung Bharu untuk tin-
dakan lanjut,” katanya.
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Malaysia's coastal fisher folk are facing desperate times.

By ALIZA SHAH &
JOHENSON GOH
fifestyle@thestar.com.my

ARREST, robhery, vessel seizure -
these are just some of the risks
that Malaysia’s coastal fishermen
must deal with to make a living
now that they are forced to travel
further offshore to catch fish.
Maritime and environmental

experts blame years of overfish-
ing, destructive fishing practices
and poaching by forelgn fisher-
men for the precipitous decline of
fish stocks in Malaysia's coastal
3, and even the disappear-

[ some fish species.
onducted by the

Fisheries Department in 2016 found
that there is just 4.4% af fish bio-
mass left in the waters off the coast
of Peninsular Malaysia — an amount
that the department predicts will
only last another 30 years.

R.AGE, The Star’s investigatdve
team, spoke (o fishermen earlier
this year in Kuantan and Johor
abeut the problems they face.

A trip with no return

Veteran fisher Rosdawati
Ismail, 44, was happy to g0 oul
fishing again with her husband
off the coast of Kuantan earlier
this year after a long break neces-
sitated by the monscon season.,

But after hours spent at sea, the
couple came back disappointed.

“We spent RM120 (on fuel) to go
out there but we came back with
a catch worth about RM45 - we
didn’t even cover our costs,” she
says.

Rosilawati has been fishing for
about 14 years but nowadays, she
says, fishermen more often than
not corte back empiy-handed.

Add the Cavid-19 pandemic's
effect on the economy to the lack
of fish and the financial struggle
is immense, especially as
Rosilawati’s hushand died from
cancer last month.

> TURN O PAGEZ
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‘While the economic impact on
her communicy is clearly a con-
cern, Rosilawat is equally alarmed
by the longer-term environmental
impact of illegal, nrregulated and
unreported ((UW) Bshing in the
South China Sea. She believes the
rapid depletion of fish stocks is due
to IUU fishers - especially foreign
vessels that enter Malaysian
waters. They destroy coral reefs
using [legal wawler nets, which
Malaysian fisher folk call “pukat

gading™.

“They use two vessels and a
huge net is tied to & vessel on each
side,” she explains, “As they maove,
they will carch everything, even the

inclu corals.
"Wl&l‘;'\iy’coral:]tﬂs:eabed
berumes bare. 1t's like & desere -
whar would want to live in a
desert?”

‘While some Malayslan fisher-
men and women share storles of
simpler times when they would
occasionally meet fisher folk from
neighbouring countries out at séa
and exchange pleasantries, it
seems the mood {5 becoming
increasingly confrontational - a
reflection of geopolitical tensions
among the countries in this region,
fuelled by disputes over maritime
territaries.

Rosilawati, for example, recalls
the time her nets ware once
rammed by a large trawler that
was in the area illegally, costing
her RM2,000 in losses,

Ibrahim Ismail, 55, {5 in the same
predicament, A recent fishing trip
off Kuantan's coast saw him refurn
with anly m senangin (striped

“In the past, [ could earn EM700
te RMS800 from catching senangin,
mwit’shnrdformwevencam
10 fish per

These p
to the East Coast,

In Pontian, Johor, RAGE meats
with Mohd Larasah, 49, just
after he received his payrent from
a tauke (businessman) who helps
to sell his catch at a local market

“This is from yesterday’s catch. [
got RM108 and if you minus RMS0
for diesel and mayhe RM30 or
RM80 for my bait, Pm Jeft with
nothing,” he says, showing us his
receipt

Amcther seasoned fisherroan in
the areg, Abd Aziz Rahumat, 52, says
fishermen there are 1ing less
than 10% of what they earned a
few years ago.

“In the past, we could earmn a net
profit of about RM3,000 to RM4,000 ~
a month, but now even RM300 is |,
difficult for us to get,” he says.

Poaching and destructive
fishing metheds

Near-shore habitats serve as
nurseries for fish, fish
populations. over the
years these hahitats have heen
dcstmyed by destructive fishing

Pa.n—nme fisherman Mazlin
Rahmat, 42, from Pontian, explains:
“5ome fishermen use the tagan net,
“which ig a type of static net When
that gets stuck on corals, the corais
will break or, sometimes even get
pulled right out of the seabed.

are not confined

A way of life threatened

Apart from the loss of income dye
alarmed by the longar-term envirenmarital impact of illegal, unregulated
and unreporied fishing in the South China Sea.

“This type of net is illegal under
the mhgpesm 1985, he says

The ccosystem is
destroyed when ﬂsh:.men use ille-
gal trawler nets that rap not only
adult fish but alse the fry, Without
fry to mature and breed, there s
no way to sustain fish populations.

According to Ahd Aziz, “Trawler
nets should have a 15cm mesh hut
some have been reduced to just
Gem becanse they simply can't
catch the bigger fish anymore,

“But when they do that, now
even the smaller fish become
trapped in the nets.”

Adding to the prohlem is compe-
dtion from IUU foreign fishi
Doats. Over 10,000 Tmien have
ipeen arrested by the Malaysian

W

to depleted fish stocks, Rosilawati is

Maritime Enforcement Agency
(MMEA)-for encroachment
between 2006 and 2019.

“Our waters feel barren ever
since we started seeing Vietnamese
fishing boats in our waters. They
enier intg areas that are supposed
10 be only for coastal fishermen
and damage the coral reefs. When
this happens, the fish will no
longer return,” Rosllawatd relter-
ates, E

Caastal habjtat loss has forced,
marine life to meve into
‘waters, affecing the livelihood
of cosstal fishermen whase licens-

es and fishing tools only allow
thern to fish within Mnll?r'n off the

coast.
“In the past [ would travel about

v

ol

Abd Aziz sayg ﬁsherrnen in Pontian are eaming less than,10% of what
‘they used ta. 'In the past, we could eam a net profit of about RM3,000 to
RM4,000 a month, but now aven RM300 [s difflculk for us to get”

8k and I could get kembong
(Indian mackere]), kerisi {golden
threadfin bream) and selar (yel-
lowtail sead), now I have no cheice
but to go at least 40k outto sea to

Bsh with the first throw of the net,
now we have to do It two or three
times ta get tha same amount of
fish as befare,” says Zulkifli, who
oravels for days to catch fish in the

come back something, deep-sea zone
f‘:rag e fish
As leep-sea fishermen, even ;
thugh they are stll making money A rigk théy're willing to take
on their wips, further out Some d te fish-
Isn't as easy as [t used to be elther,  ermen now venture into foreign
says Zulkifil 44, waters to make their catch. Pontian
Kuantan, fishermen aften end up heyond
“There’s nat much difference Ma]nydn:watershemuseﬂw
between what we are catching maritime horder is so
new and what we caughl then, its c!ose there,
j‘ustthutnowwe'havem “I have o cholce butto enter
harder, Indonesian waters almaost every
*“For example, In the past we' day. This is the only way for me to
might catch a certain amount of survive,
LEES. & = o o o o
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boarded by IndonesTan authoritles.

much
alive so fish will surely be there,”
Mohd Zuhir says.

Adding to the prabidm is the fact
that the axact maritinie border
b Malaysia and Indonesi

“Thelr coral reefs are ve

Isp't always clear.

Coundries in the reglon have
heen deadlocked over maritdme
termtorial jes for years - and
the E:ﬁ,ph have to live with
the fallout from uncertain borders
are often the fisher folk.

Jamaluddin Mohamad Bualik,
52, had an enxious mement when
he was arrested hy Indonasian
autharitjes lagt Qrinper,

“The distance between Malaysia
and Indetiesia is narrower here in
Pontian, so fishermen following
fish trails will soretimes stray into
Indonesian waters,

“But that troe, T was sure [ was
still Inside Malaysian waters when
the Indonesian authorities arrested
me. I was guﬂed further into their
waters and interrogated.

“Luuckily [ was then released,” he
recaunts.

Offcers from the MMEA confirm
such incidents, However, when
contacted, the Indonesian consu-
late in Johor sald they aren't aware
of such incidents, adding that
under normal circumstances the
Indonesian authorities will inform
their respective Malaysian countec-
jparts of such arrests and vice-ver-

sa.
"Either the {an embassy

‘will contact the Indonesian Fareign
Mindstry or the Malaysian Mari-

Zaint was unlucky enough to have hig catch worth
RM600C confiscated when he was stopped and

Mazlin: Fishermen using illegal nets, such as tagan or
static nets, can damage corals or even pull them out
of the seabed, thus damaging fish spawning habltats.

time Enforcement Agency will con-
1act us," a spokesperson says.
" RAGE finds out about another

some fishermen were forced to
stop their boat and pull back their
neis while they were catching fish
near Pulau Pisang (off Johor),” a
SOUrCe 5ays.

Thds incident, along with sorne
others, inchiding Jamaluddin’s
experience, cowld siomply be one of
the “uncificlal® encounters
between Malaysian fishermen and
Indonzsian authorities that are not
reported.

Abd Aziz, who is 2 friend of
Jarmaluddin's, says he has been
arrested multiple times and while
he does worry about his safety, he
believes there isn't much else he
can do.

“We leave everything in God's
hands. 1 was stopped by
Indonesian authoritles multiple
times but they don't act aggressive-
ly. Normally they will just chase me
out,” he says,

Another friend, Zaini Ali, 40,
however, was not so Jucky.

“When [ was stopped they took
away my catch. It was abour 15kg
of fish, worth about RME00,” says
the fisherman, adding that he
believes he was sdll in Malaysian
waters when this happened in
October 2020,

The three men also share stories
of out and out robbery when fish-
efmen are targeted reportedly by
sea-Tobbers.

Mohd Zuhir
ceuldn't cover
his costs with a
receant fishing
trip he made.
The fuel and
bait added up to
more than the
RM108 {receipt
inset) he
received from
selling his catch
to alocal
businessman.

Fishing culture dying out?

‘While fish is becoming mare
scarce, conswmer demand for sea-
food is not any lower, This
has resulted in a huge increase in
the price of certain scught after
types of seafood.

“Ten years ago senangin, for
emme. cost abdut RM18 or RM12
per kila, but now it will sell for
about RM30 per kg,” says Mazlin,

Desplte this cf:otentla] 10 €arm
more, depleted populatiens mean
making even a small catch is a
challenge.

“ITwent fishing for three days.
‘The first two days [ came back with
nothing. On the third day I got
three red snappers which earned
me ahout RM1,000,” Mazlin says.

Struggling to sustain their liveli-
hoods with fishing, some coastal
fishermen are venmuring into gcot-
ourism,

They have found that they can
supplement their income by takdng
amateur fishing enthusiasis cut on
their boats to experience sea fish-

ing.
“T've emptied myl?nckets but

luckily I received a hocking from

some peaple who wanted to ga out

“What's even luclkier js that our
tauke was willing 1o put up the
mongy for diesel upfront and
allow me 1o pay it back later, oth-
erwise [ wouldn't have been gble
w0 azc]fnept these customers,” says

Rasid Md Said, 51, who also lives
in Pontiar, is tapping his creative

+ Jamaluddin explaing that _ ..
- as the distance between:
Malaysia and Indonesia is
namower off the coast of
Pontian, fishermerr
following fish tralls will
somelimes stray into
Indonesian waters.

Deep sea fighing Is harder now, says Zulkifll. 'In the past we might catch
a cerlaln amount of fish with the first throw of the net, now we have to
da it two or three times to get the same amount of fish as before.’

— - —

Rasid supplements his income from fishing by making sea-themed
handicraft, such ag this bamboc model ship

stde and de:isnl::gbarhboo ships
and other ocean-themed handi

This story was produced by The
Star's team RAGE

for sale ag & means to supplement
his income fiowadays:

1 once 5old pisang goreng but
when the competition became too
rach Thad to stop. So now [ try
my luck selling handicraft. hoth
physically and onine.”

under Oceans Inc, a crossborder
Investigative profect by the

Envir | Reporting Collget!
on iliegal, unregulated, and unre-
ported fishing. Read tha full invest)-
gation Into reglonal fisheries at
www.oceansine.earth.
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JOHOR BARU: The Malaysian Quarantine and Inspection Services
Department (Magqis) here has detained a container from China at
the Pasir Gudang Port here for carrying decorative plants worth
more than RM100,000 without a permit.

Johor Maqis said in a statement that the department was
conducting a routine inspection before noticing a container without
a permit at about 4pm on Sunday {Aug 22).

“The inspection found 59,600 units of decorative plants with an estimated worth of RM119,200 that
had been brought here without a valid import permit," said Magis.

It added that the cantainer contains various species of decorative plants such as cactus
gymnocalycium, spathiphyllum wallisii, caladium, echeveria pinwheel, microsorum punctatum,
asparagus racemosus, strobilanthes sinuate and adenium.

Magis said in a statement here on Monday (Aug 23) that the case is being investigated under Section
11(1) of the Quarantine and Inspection Services Act 2011 (Act 728) which can be punished under
Section 11(3) of the same Act.

The offence is punishable with a maximum fine of RM100,000 or jail term of not more than six years,
or both upon conviction. ‘
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~ Magis rampas 59,600 anak pokok
“hiasan dar| Chlna

JOHOR BAHRU J abatan .
Perkhidmatan Kuarantin dan -

Pemeriksaan (Magis) Johor me-
rampas 59,600 unit anak pokok
tanaman hiasan bernilai kira-

kira RM 119,200 disyaki cuba

diseludup dari China selepas . |
- dirampas kerana tidak mem-

menahan sebuah ‘kontena di
Pelabuhan Pasir Gudang pada
Ahad.

. Jabatan itu dalam kenyataan
nya berkata, pemeriksaan rutif
pada jam 4 petang itu mendapati
kontena terbabit membawa pel-
bagai spesies anak pokok tet-

masuk cactus gymnocalycium,
spathiphyllum wallisii, cala-
dium, echeveria pinweel, mic-
rosorum punctatum, asparagus
racemosus, strobilanthes sinua-
te dan adenium.

“Kesemua anak pokok ini

punyai permit import yang sah
untuk tindakan lanjut. Kes di-
siasat mengikut Seksyen 11 (1)
Akta Perkhidmatan Kudrantin
dan Pemeriksaan Malaysia 2011
(Akta 728),” kata kenyataan itu
pada Isnin. - Bemama '
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Magqis rampas 59,600 anak pokok hiasan

Pasir Gudang: Jabatan Per-
‘khidmatan Kuarantin - dan
Pemeriksaan Malaysia (Ma-
qis) mematahkan cubaan
membawa masuk 59,600
anak pokok hiasan dari Chi-
na di Pelabuhan Pasir Gu-
dang di sini, kelmarin.
Jurucakap Magqis berkata,
hasil pemeriksaan rutin di-
jalankan pegawai penguat
kuasa Magqis jam 4 petang
kelmarin menemukan pel-

bagai spesies anak pokok ta-
naman hiasan di seBuah
kontena.

Beliau bérkata, anak po-
kok berkengsan termasuk
cactus gymnocalycium, spa-
thiphyllum  wallisii, cala-
dium, echeveria pinweel, mi-
crosoriun punctatum, aspara-
gus racemosus, strobilanthes
sinuate dan adenium bermlal
RMmn9,200.

Katanya, siasatan awal

mendapati barangan berke-
naan cuba dibawa masuk
tanpa permit import yang
sah.

“Semua barangan berke-
naan dirampas bagi tinda-
kan lanjut. Kes disiasat me-
ngikut Seksyen 11 (1) Akta
Perkhidmatan = Kuarantin
dan Pemeriksaan Malaysia
2011 (Akta 728) kerana
mengimport tanpa permit,
lesen atau perakuan yang di-

keluarkan mengikut akta ini
dan jika disabitkan, kesala-
han tersebut boleh didenda
tidak melebihi RM100,000
atau dipenjara selama tem-
poh tidak melebihi enam ta-
hun.atau kedua-duanya dan
bagi kesalahan kedua atau
yang berikutnya didenda ti-
dak melebihi RM150,000.00
atau penjarakan tempoh ti-
dak melebihi tujuh tahun,
katanya.
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Magis Kedah rampas hampir

10 tan drum wood
'BUKIT KAYU HITAM» mit yang sah adalafi men-" kedua-duanya seKali.
- Jabatan Perkhidmatan jadi suatu kesalahan di ©~  “Maqis sentiasa me-
Kuarantin dan Pemetiksaan  bawah Seksyen 11(1) Akta  mantav dan memeriksa ke-
‘Malaysia (Magis) meng- Perkhidmatan Kuarantin  lvaran pertanian di setiap

gagalkan cubaan mem-
bawa masuk kayu jenis
druin wood seberat hampir
10 -tan di Kompleks
Imigresen, Kastam,

Kuarantin dan Keselamatan-

: (ICQS) Bukit Kayu Hitam
di sini pada Rabu. =~ =
~‘Magis Kedah berkata,
pihaknya'bérjayamenahan
sebuah kontena yang mem-

bawa drum wood dani ne-
gara Thailand untuk
tindakan lanjut dalam pe-
“miefiksaan kira-kira Jam¢

5.15 petang.’

*“Hasil pemcnksaan i
mendapati 9,829 kilogram - §
(kg) kayu yang cuba di- "
bawa masuk berkenaan ti- ~
dak: mempunyai. permit

import yang sah daripada
Magis dan juga sijil fitosa-
nitasi daripada negara asal.

“Kesemua drum wood
yang dianggarkan bernilai -
RM9,138.42 tersebut di< -

‘itahan untuk tindakan lan- -

" jut,” ‘katanya dalam
kenyataan pada Isnin. -
‘ Menurut kenyataan itu,

- perbuatan mengimport ke- -
' luaran pertanian tanpa per- -

‘Dan Pemeriksaan Malaysia

(Akta 728) yang boleh di-
hukum di bawah Seksyen
11(3) di bawah akta sama.

“Jika sabit kesalahan

boleh didenda tidak me-

lebihj RM100,000.00 atau
dipenjara selama tempoh

tidak melebihi 6 tahun atau ™~ kenyataan itu lagi.

pintu masuk negara bagi
memastikan tumbuhan,
haiwan, karkas, ikan, Ke-

Juaran perthmandanmlkre-,

organisma yang diimport
ke negara ini bebas ancam-

‘an perosak, penyaklt dan

bahan cemar,” jelas

'Madqis Kedah merampas hampir 10 tan drum wood di Kompleks
- ICQS Bukit Kayu Hitam pada Rabu. _
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LPP salur bakul makanan barisan hadapan

LEMBAGA Pertubuhan Peladang
(LPP) menyalurkan sebanyak
170 bakul makanan kepada
petugas barisan hadapandi.
Pusat Pembetian Vaksin (PPV)
Institut Pengurusan.Peladang
(IPP) Tanjong Karang, Selangor,
semalam.

Sumbangan bakul makanan
- Kementerian Pertaniandan
Industri Makanan (MAFI)

Prihatin itu berupa barangan
keperluan asas sepertl ayam,
beras, telur dan tepung.

* Pengagihan kepada anggota
keselamatan dan petugas
kesihatan Itu disempurnakan
Ketua Pengarah LPP, Datuk
Azulita Salim yang melakukan
lawatan kerja di PPV berkenaan.

Menurutnya, lawatanitu -
bertujuan meninjau pelaksanaan

Program Imunisasi Covid-19
Kebangsaan (PICK) di IPP
berkenaan yang dijadualkan
tamat beroperasl pada Ahad ini.

W AZULITA Salim (tengah)
menyerahkan baku makanan
kepada petugas barisan hadapan
di PPV IPP Tanjong Karang,
Selangor. semalam. - UTUSAN/
ISKANDAR SHAH MOHAMED

XY Hentikan | 2

Wabak

& - Covid-17




24/8/2021 BERITA.PAS.ORANG ONLINE

BUKIT GANTANG, Perbadanan Pembangunan Pertanian
Negeri Perak (PPPNP) dan Lembaga Pemasaran Pertanian
Persekutuan (FAMA) menghulurkan sumbangan hasil
pertanian kepada kepada penduduk Kampung Menteri yang
dikenakan Perintah Kawalan Pergerakan Diperketat (PKPD).

Sumbangan disampaikan Exco Perladangan, Pertanian dan
Industri Makanan Negeri Perak, Haji Razman Zakaria di Pusat
Operasi PKPD Kampung Menteri, Matang di sini, semalam.

Razman berkata, “Sumbangan hasil pertanian iaitu 3000

| tongkol jagung, 300 biji limau bali dan 300 biji rock melon

i merupakan sebahagian program tanggungjawab sosial koporat
.. (CSR) agensi-agensi pertanian negeri.”

“Kita terpanggil untuk menghulurkan sumbangan kepada
penduduk kampung ini yang bukan sahaja berada dalam
kesulitan akibat PKPD, malah mereka berhadapan pula dengan
bencana banjir sejak awal minggu ini,” tambahnya.

Turut hadir, Yang DiPertua PAS Kawasan Bukit Gantang,

! Muhammad Faisal Abdul Rahman, Timbalan YDP, Zulkefly

-+ Ahmed, Pegawai Daerah Larut Matang & Selama, Mohamed
Akmal Dahalan dan Penghulu Mukim Matang, Nasharudin Nawi.

| Razman turut meredah air dan menziarahi mangsa-mangsa
banjir di beberapa kampung dalam Mukim Matang diiringi
bersama Jabatan Amal Bukit Gantang.
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Lahirkan ramai usahawan
berjaya dalam merancakkan
sektor pertanian negara

Oleh MUHAMMAD YUSAINY
MOHAMAD YUNUS dan MUKHRIZ
MAT HUSIN

SHAH ALAM

rogmm  Agroprencur  Muda

h (PAM) di bawah Kementerian
Pertanian dan Industri

Makanan (MAFI) membantu
lebih 7,571 usahawan muda dalam me-
majukan pelbagai projek agromakanan
dalam negara sejak 2016.

Program tersebuit khusus untuk me-
narik golongan belia yang berumur 18
hingga 40 tahun supaya menggalakkan
mereka dalam menceburi bidang yang
merangkumi sektor tanaman, ternakan,
perikanan dan industri pemakanan.

MAFI juga menawarkan tiga inisia-
tif menerusi PAM yang akan membante
usahawan muda termasuk dari sudut
pemberian Geran Agropreneur Muda
(GAM), pinjaman pembiayaan Agro-Yes
melalui Agrobank dan latihan serta kur-
sus teknikal, :

GAM menjadi satu pilihan penting
bagi membaniu anak muda memulakan

Sejak dilancackan pada tahun 2016
sehinggz kini, MAFI teiah membantu

seramai 7,406 usahawan Agropreneur -

Muda menerusi baptuan geran dan 165
melalm pijaman pembiayaan..
ipada program ilu juga, PAM te-
1sh melahirkan beberapa ikon yang akan
menjadi tlempat rujukan golongan muda
yang ingin menceburi bidang tersebut.
Tkon-ikon tersebut dipilih berdasar-
kan pencapaian dari sudut pendapatan,
penambahbaikan inovasi dan juga pe-

nyedmanlanhankepm bakal usahawan

A.maxa ikon yang menjadi pilihan,
pengusaha tanaman cili, Norhashim
Kamisan, 37, merupakan anak muda
yang hanya mempunyai Sijil Pelajaran
Mulaysia (SPM) tetapi berjaya meraih
pendapatan RM4 juta setahun menerusi
sektor pertanian. -

Behiau telah menceburi PAM sejak
tahun 2016 yang bermula pada skala
kecil dan mengembangkan tanaman citi
k.cpﬂda skala yang lebih besar.

’AM menyediakan beberapa ini-
slauf selain dnrlpad.zl geran. Usahawan
diberikan pinjaman dengan kerjasama .
Agrobank yang dapat membantu usa-
‘hawan ingin nleﬂgcmba.ngk.s.n projek
perniagaan mereka,

“Unit Agroprencur Muda di bawah
MAFI juga memberikan galakan kepada
usahawan-usahawan baru melaln se-
minar secara maya, pendedahan dan
kaedah untuk menceburi dalam bidang
industri pertanian,” kata Norhashim ke-
pada Sinar Harian pada Sabtu.

Dalam pada itu, Norhashim berkata,
ladang cili miliknya juga mempunyai
elemen Internet of Things (1oT) yang
merupakan sistem untuk mengawal

'semburan baja menggunakan leknologt,

secara automatik.

Jelasnya, dengan adanya sistem ter-
sebut, ia dapat mengurangkan ke-
bergantungan terhadap tenaga buruh
asing yang kntikal ketika ini.

“Ini merupakan satu kaedah yang
kami lakukan dengan menggunakan alat
atau mesin sédia ada yang mempunyai
penyambungan melalui internet.

“Mesin ini dikawal oleh telefon pin-
tar selain turut dilengkapi dengan ka-
mera litar terfutup untuk memantau
Iadang tanpa membabitkan tenaga ker-
ja yang ramai,” ujamya:

Mengulas lanjut, beliau berkata, pen-
dapatannya meningkat sehingga men-
cecah RM18,000 hingga RM32,000

seminggu sejak menyertai PAM.

hasll

Tambah Norhashim, dia juga turut
mendapat kerjasama  daripada
Pertububan Peladang Kawasan (PPK)
KualaLangat vang membanm remasar-
kun produk yang dihasilkan.

“Dalam tempoh pandemik ini, PEK
dengan kerjasama Agropreneur Muda
di bawah MAFI memang memberi ke-
lebihan kepada petani yang ada di
Malaysia,” jelasya.

Ramana nsahawan jagung berjsya
Sementara itu, pengusaha jagung
bijirin. Ramana K Naidu, 31 dlplhh oleh
sebagai ikon dan mendapat Geran
National Blue Ocean Strategies atau

- Strategi Lautan Biru Kebangsaan se-
~ banyak RMI5,000 dan juga Geran

Agropreneur Muda sebanyak RM 15,000,
Beliau yang juga Pengasas dan Ketua
Pegawai Eksekutif Famox Plantation
berkata, geran tersebut merupakan ini-
siatif kerajaon untuk membesarkan per-
ningaannya ke tahap yang lebih tinggi.
“Selepas enam bulan terima geran
tersebut saya telah mendapat sokongan
daripada MAFI untuk mendapatkan
pembiayaan RM300,000 tanpa cagaran
dengan kadar bunga yang rendsh,
“Saya juga mendapat kerjasama yang
cukup baik daripada Unit Agropreneur
Muda, kementerian dan Agrobank serta
Jabatan Pertanian yang banyak membantu
schingga syarikat berjaya mencatatkan
wransaksi begjumlah RMI0 juta hingga
15 juta setahun,”
Selain itu, Ramana berkata, beliau
Juga turut mendapat peluang untyk bela-
Jjar kursus dan latihan di luar negara se-

clli yang di

Ramapa dl ladang jagung mAlkma.

i

perti di Thailand; Indonesia dan Jepun.
“Seramai enam psahawan ikon ber-
pe.luang pergi ke Jepun untuk mem-
pelsjari sistern ST dalam bidang pertani-
an.
“Saya dibawa oleh mercka tanpa se-
barang bayaran untuk belajar kaedah dan
teknologi yang digunakan oleh Jepun

Ia:rmnmmkasudahwmhunkehadap»'

an,” ujarmya.

Ramana turut mendapat jaringan Iuas
selepas menyertai PAM yang akhirmya
dapat membantu meningkatkan pen-
dapatannya.

“Kementerian menghebahkan me-
ngenai kejayaan dan usahawan muda di
laman niedia sogial. Tindakan ini telah
berjaya menarik minat anak-anak muda
terhadap pertanian teritamanya yang
sedang mencari maklumat tersebut di
platform Facebook dan Instagram.
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kategorikan sebagai ikon agropreneur
muda bagi industri sektor perikanan

ikan air tawar yang diusahakan oleh
SMaju Agro Venture itu mengikuti

= wsmml.l

“Apabila seseorang bertemu ber-
juinpa dengan usahawan-usahawan
{ainli):rrmﬁggmu unfuk nmn!ﬁmﬂuai
dalam diri dan mengembangkan pe-
mikiran usahawan.

“Dalam bidang pemiagaan, ia berkait
dengan bagaimana kita mengembangkan

; é 1 g b
m;-wrmummammsdn

|
|
Lokasl Syarficat Merbok, Kedah |
|
|

keupayaan kita. © No.Tel: 0126882011 ol
“Apabila kila berjumpa dengan E—’mt! farmo. !

usahawan-ysahawan i, kita dapat de- mmwfanmmw

ngar pengalaman dari segi jatuh bangun St

mereka dalam perniagaan serta bertukar m‘:‘;'?“hm'm“mm"

informasi berkenaan program- program
terteniu. Jadl ia banyak membantu,”
katanya.

Shanﬁs\hZahldah yang juga merupa-
kan ibu kepada dua orang anak itu ber-

kepada usabiawan sepertinya dalam
mempromosikan produk menerusi

Ymul |
B m&mﬂkﬂt Pevaris Bural Hilau (M) 8dn |

Lokasi syarikat; Telok Panglma Garang,

Hombortalefon: 03.31226250/017-
7442321

kata, kursus-kursus yang disediakan  Emetp fhce@gmailcom
Jelas memberi: manfaat bukan sahaja ~ Website/blog: wiwwlentigasifijau. |
_kepadanya malah kepada semua peng- blogspot.com |
usaha agropreneur muda yang ingin  ame:Suholdy Shulb |
mendalami ilmu perusahaar dengan  umur ol |
lebih mendalam. Nlma Syarikat: SMalu Agro Venture |
Suhaidy dl kawasan penternakan udang kava, Menlll'l]ulya, o yang dipemldli ‘msg%fgmmmmt Selangor
“Mereka banyak menghubungi kami Tambahnya, setiap tahun pihak ke- it dapat membanti agroprencur. muda SMaju Aqro Venture.
dan bentanya, malah ramal yang telah ~ menterian atau agensi yang berkaitan  menyelamatkan perniagaan mereka da- ; muuwm agmailcon |
menjadi “mentee” saya. akan menyediakan pelbagai kursus al-  ripada krisis negara masa kini seperti e |
I “Sayamcngamalkankonsep ‘mentor  tematif kepada usahawan muda untuk  Covid-19, ekonorni merosot dan sebagai- m’g"”“h LTI |
mentee' dan apa yang saya kongsikan  menambahkan pengetahuan mereka. nya |
iaflah mengenai teknologi, duna kepada “Antaranya ialah kursus teknikal Sharifah Zahidah yang lahir di Kedzh mmyamm: Oursaf Sdn Bhd |
usahawan baru yang betul-betul ber-  berkaitan dengan penternakan dan kur- menceburi bidang pemakanan secara
minat dan juga maklumat pertanian.  sus bukan reknikal yang berkaitan de- aktif pada tabun 2020 dengan bermodal- GERAN AGROPRENEUR [
Saya membeli hasil tanaman jagung  nganpemasaran, teknik pemasarandan  kan RM250,000. MUDA { GAM} [
bijan yang mereka usahakan,” jelasnya.  konieks pengurisan. Katanya, selain daripada penyediaan . - . |
“Selain itu, kementerian dan agensi  kursus, PAM turut meringankan beban- +  Pilifian bantusn péniiyg bagl membanty
| Suhl\?e?]{] butl;%unn hab g:ntanan ‘:.;:gz banyak membantu saya dalamme-  fiya dengan memberi :Izlr(lﬁngan dari segi %mk muda memuilskan projek ’
rul gurus Pembangunan armd dengan lebih jelas berkai aan atan dan fnempromosi- ,
Pocniagaan, SMaju Agio VEAIUI®,  Gensn b ot o Lo ook, ) st R .|
Suhaidy Shuib, 36, yang turut di- Suhaidy berkata, sekior penternakan 1 PAMbanynJm;embenkanbantuan n |
I

* Dilancarkan sejak lahun 2018

. i saumiah
| b;rkqta, PAM banyak memberikan  garanan yang ditetapkan oleh Jabatan  program-program lertentu, Antaraben- ﬂmhmﬁm !
| bimbingan dan sokongan dalam me-  Perikanan. tuk promosi yang dilaksanakan ialah W‘Mﬁwmm |
ngembangkan perosahaannya. Jelasnya, ia bagi memastikan spesis ~ membawa usahawan memperkenalkan Mauanoman ron Do i |
_ Menurutnys, bantuan GAM yang  udang kara daripada luar negara i produk mereka ke luar negara dan men- bernlal 30,4 uta molalul bentuan |
diperolehnya telah digunakan uatuk  mendapat penpawalan yang mpi. . dapatkan khidmat konsuitasi daripada  genan yang dibatikan. i
membangunkan hab pengumpulan ser- “Saya mentemnak udang kara jenis  agensi-agensi terientu.
ta fumpuan penternakan udang kara, Cherax Quadricarinatus atau lebih di- *“PAM memberikan saya oven tiga |
Suhaidy berkata, geran it diperoleh  kenali red claw. deck dan ia membantu dalam me-  (piza) dalam waktu yang singkat” kata- |
daripada Jabatan Perikanan pada tahun “Ternakan udang kara ini secara ngurangkan kos operasi  nya.
2019. asasnya berasal dari Austrlia. Kami kami Kerana ia da- Dalamn pada itu, Sharifah Zahidah

“Sebelum ini kami mentemak udang

SEE T mentemak udang kara ini meng-
tetapi sejok tahun 2019 kami mendapat

gunakan konsep tangki yang

pat membantu

mengeluarkan - Qursaf BBite menyediakan sebanyak

_berkata, sehingga kini pérusahaannya, i
|
|

sokongan daripada Jabatan Perikanan  merupakan salah satu syarat lebih banyak = 1 jenis menu pizza.
untuk membangunkan hab pengumpul-  yang gitetapkan oleh :ahif‘ai“ tu] P
an serta tumpuan pentenakan udang  Perikanan kerana ia bukan
kars, ... . spesies tempatan.
‘Apa yang berlaku sekarang ini kamni “Ia membolehkan pe-
memfokuskan untuk mengumpul, me- ngawalan pentemakcan udang
rawat dan khaskan mengikut perminte-  kara berlaku dengan lebih
an yang ada di pasavan. baik.” katanya,

“Ia sedikit berbeza dengan peranan . oo
yang dimainkan oleh orang tengah yang PAM baniu Sharifah Hilang
‘akan mengambil dan ferus hantar saha-  Zahidah plzama Lalty
jar Pengarah Urusan Qursaf Sdn Bhd, RECENEbE

Suhaidy yang berasal daripada Kuala
Lumpur itu berkata, GAM juga wrut

Sharifah Zahidah Syed Nook, 33, ber-
kata, program-program yang dlsedlak;m

| memberi bantuan membekalkan  oleh PAM membuka peluang kepada
peralatan-peralatan penting untuk per-  usahawan agropreneur muda sepertinya
| usahaannya. meluaskan networking sesama mereka.

Di samping itv, Subaidy yang juga
mempunyai Diploma Pengurusan
Permiagaan berkata, pihak PAM sentia-
sa menghubunginya bagi mengikuti
peikembangan projek yang diusahakan-
na,

Menuriitnya, ia merupakan medium
yang terbaik kerana mereka bukan sa-
haja boleh berkongsi pengalaman malah
secara tidak langsung memberi ke-
sempatan dalam menambah baik po-
tensi perniagaan mereka.
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By ILI AQILAH
ilisgilah@thestar.com.my

FOR more than 50 years, padi farmers in

Bota, Perak Tengah, have been facing
numerous challenges In rice production.

The steep increase in the prices of padi
seeds and pesticides, and ongoing lssues
. withthe tion system, are among
; the factors that have impacted their
- livelihood.
g hOne of the farmers met
Filie by StarMetro is a 41-year-
: A PEell, 01d who only wished to
e, be known as Gandhi.
- L4 ‘He said he now spent
= L -#¢ atleast RM9,000 on padi
PR Sy,  Stcds alone.
; i “The seeds used to be
s, 3~ handled by a private
. company and it was
e d cheaper back then, but

Escalatlng productlon costs and irrigation issues make
farming in Bota, Perak unprofitable, say agriculturalists

after it was handed to the National Farmers
Qrganisation, the price increased,

* “From BEM30 per kilogramme we now
have 1o  pay RM35, and I usually buy two
tonnes,” he said.

“We dlid voice out our frustrations but
there have been no changes and we no
longer male any prnﬁthut are mere]:.r sur-
viving with what we sarn." -

Gandhi has been-toiling on a 6.87ha padi
field that he inherited from his father for 20

“The planting andharvesting of the padl
takes five to six months. The additional costs
that [ have 1o fork out are affecting my live-
lihood,” he sald, adding that he alsc spent
about RM2,800 on pesticides.

Another padi farmer, who only gave his
name as Ahmad, also complained about
price hikes,

The 50-year-old said the price of pesti~"
cides had gone up over the past few years.

“Pesticides used to cost only about RM45
but have increased to RM135.

“We deal with at least 10 types of pests
including rice stern borers, caterpillars and
leaf hoppers, so we have to:spend a lot.”

Ahmad also said he had forked out
RM1,804 1o pmchase a wnter pump for lus
2.48ha padi fie

“0ur water mnme mainly comes frum
S i Perak but the old i ton system
mu;ga channels the river wgtgtg*?n our field is
profilematic.

“Sometimes the water just doesn’t flow
well and on some days, we barely get any
‘water at all

“I had used my water pump but it didn’t
last long. I couldn't airurd to buy higher

qu
aﬁ{ﬂough padi ls now priced at RM1,200
*tonne, the additional costs are a setback
or us,” he said.
An officer from the state Drainage and
[rrigaufm Depamnent (JPS) used to visit

“'Iheymedtnl:iwdionus. clu.l'-
ing droughts, tucnmnewehadenough

water supply.”
> TURN TO PAGE 3
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There shauld be
a bigger buffer
zone between ol
palm plantations
and Sungai
Perak.

> FROM PAGE 1

But, he added, it had been
awhile since they last met any rep?®
resentative from the department.

Irrigation problems

Former Bota/Lambor, Farmers*
Association board director Yusairl
Alias seid the irrigation system was
one of the most challenging issues
for padi farmers.

“The bed of the irrigation system
is made up of dirt and soil.

“When water is pumped from
Sungai Perak, chances are it will
seep into.the ground, thereby cans-
ing low water supply.

"There are also two separate
water punps being used by about
100 padi farmers but these are not
effective,” he said,

Yusairi, who was Bota assembly-
man from 2000 and 2004, said
there was a suggestion to modern-
ise the frrigation system.

“The idea was raised when
Datuk Seri Najib Razak was the
prime minister but no has
materialised,” he said, adding that
the condition of Sungai Perak also
needed to be checked from time to
time.

“There has been an ongoing
sand mining operation along the
river for the past five to six years.

“The mining activity, and the
drought has affected the water
level and its quality” he said.

Yusalri is of the view that priori-
ty should be given to enhancing
the irrigation systern.

“I'was told that padi farmers in
Langkap, near Teluk Intan, are
able to froduce high quality padi
because they have a modern irriga-
tion system,” he said.

Rehabilitating the river
ncurring with Yusairi, Aktivis

Sahabat Alam (Kuasa) association
president Hafizudin Nasarudin
sald Sungat Perak was not in good
shape.

The environumental non-guvem-
mental organisation has found that
the river has widened from about

Water pumps are not ag effectlve because of the high amoum of sand

and silt in the river.

Yusairi: The irrigation
system needs to be
modernised.

50m to between 80 and 200m due
ta erosion on the riverbank.

“When this happens, the water
becomes murky as soil falls inta
the river.

“This will affect the water pump
as the sand and soil could get stuck
it. This could also be the reason
why some padi farmers are com-

la.mmg ahout low water supply to
their fiel

Haﬁzudm said questionable
farming practices along the river
were anather concern.

__“From aur observation, oil palm
trees can be seen on the river
Teserves.

“There should be a huffer zone

of 10 to 50 metres from the river,”

he said, adding that water from the

river also flows to a water weat-

ment plant at Teluk Kepayang.
"We have even seen ofl palm

Hafizudin: Oil palm
trees are being grown
at the river reserve,

Gandhi has to spend
at least RM9,000 on
padi seeds alone,

trees in the middle of Sungaj
Perak,” he added.

Hafizudin said the state govern-
ment should hold a meeting with
all relevant stakeholders, including
NGOs and farmers.

“We need to stop activities along
Sungai Perak and pratect water
catchment areas at the Piah and
Temenggor forest reserves.

need to stop massive
developments at Gerik,
and Kuala Kangsar as these could
affect the river,” he added.

Disruption in supply chain

When contacted, Perak
Agriculture, Plantation and Food
Industry comrafttee chairman
Razman Zakaria said the {ncrease
in pesticide prices was due to sev-
eral reasons.

Ahmad says the price of pesticide
has become prohibitive. -

“According to the Perak Farmers
Organisation Authority, there was a
hike of between 30% and 50% for
both pesticide and fertiliser due to
the mavement control order in
states that produce these products,

“Despité increasing demand,
many factories were not able to
produce enough supplies as they
had to reduce up to 50% of their
worldorce.” he

As for the price m::rense in padi
seeds, Razman said farmers had
the option to purchase the seeds
from appointed agents ar other dis-
tributors.

“since July 12, the Agricuiture
and Food Industries Ministry has
set the price at RM35 per kg.

“However, the ministry did not
set a fixed prirce for agents. |

“Based on the information we
received, there are different prices
being offered of between RM33
and RM35 per bag,” he said.

About 4,500 bags of padi seeds
that cover nearly 1,947ha of

‘padi fields In the area have been

sold.

Razman also said that a djscus-
sion between all relevant agencies
would be held over the migaﬂon

systern

“The i issue has been brought u
with the state Agriculture p
Department. If need be, we will go
down to the ground to visit the
farmers to understand their prok-
lems further,” he added.




