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 Pastikan bekalan makanan
mencukupi, harga.berpatutan

KUCHING: Kerajaan perlu mengambil
langkah segera untuk memastikan bekal-
an makanan senfiasa mencukupi de-
ngan harga yang berpatutan kepada
pengguna.

Ahli Parlimen Betong, Datuk Rabert
Lawson Chuat berkata, kerajaan perlu
memberikan komitmen, perhatian dan
sckongan terutarmanya melalui peruntu-
kan kewangan bagi menjadikan negeri

Sarawak sebagai hab makanan utamag

negafa serta meningkatkan keupayaan
dan kecekapan di dolam sektor pertanian.

"Sarawdak mampu menjadi pengeluar
utama beras negara bagi mendukung
hasrat kerajaan untuk mencapai tahap
sarq. diri bagi beras kepada 75 peratus
menjslang 2030. Namun berbanding
dengan keadaon di.Semenanjung, kawca-
san dl Sarawak jadh ketinggalan dari
aspek infrastruktur sawah,

‘Hampir kesemua kawasan penana-
man padi bergantung sepenuhnya kepa-
da sumber air hujan (rain fed) kerana
ketiadaan atau disebabkan kerosakan
sistem pengairan yang felah usong,

"Maka, Kerajaan Sarawak mermerlukan
perbelanjaan soma ada bagi memba-
ngunkan kawasan baru atou memulin
dan menaiktaraf infrastruktur pengairan
dan saliran di kawasan skim penanaman
padi sedia ada,” kalanya.

Beliau berkata demikion ketika ber-
ucap semasa Perbahasan Rancangon
Malaysia Ke-12 di Mesyuarat Pertama,
Penggal Keempat, Parlimen Keempat
Belas 2021, di sini. baru-bary ini,

Sementara itu, Robert turut berkata,
Sarawak memerlukan pembangunan
infrastruktur pengairan dan saliran bagi
pembongundn jelapang padi di kawo-
san Batang Lupar, S Aman dipergiatkan.

“Perfambahan pembangunan kawa-
san yang lengkap dengan infrastrukfur
tersier ini nanti akan membolehkan pem-
bangunan secara komersial melalui pro-
jek SMART Sawah Berskala Besar (SMART
SBB) Kementerian Pertanian dan Industri
Makanan Malaysia (MAF) yang berteras-
kan mekanisasi dan automasi bagi me-
ningkatkan pengeluaran dan produkfiviti
padi,

*Pencapaian sasaran jelapang padi
Batang Lupar ini jika dipercepatkan, ba-
kal menyumbang kepada sosaran 75
peratus tahap diri (S85L) beras Negara.
Dalom masa yang sama pendapatan
seramai 1,154 pesowah di Kawasan
Bdtang Lupar juga dapat dipartingkat-
kan selaras dengan Fokus Utama Ke-lima
RMK-12 iri, igitu Membasmi Kemiskinan
Tegar dan Merapatkan Jurang Pendapa-
tan penduduk luar bandar dan bandar’
katanya,

Powered by: @isentia
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Sedia bantu pengusaha kopi

PUTRAJAYA: Kementarian Per-
teedan dan Inclusin Makanan
{MAF) rmengiust Jabaton Por-
fonian sedia membantu ‘dart
awal hinggo akhir individu
berminat menjadi pengulano
kopl dartpoda penyediaon
proses panananam. sistem
pengairan hinggo pampro-
SE5QN KOpi.

Timbalan Ketua Pengarah
Jabatan Parlanion {Pengu-
rusan don Regulaion) Datuk
Zahlmi Haossan berkake, buat
maeo ini, terdapal kira-kira
2,000 pengusaha kopi di Mo-
Igysio terutamanya dl Kedah,
Johor don Sakbaoh dengan
roojariti varieti kopl difanom
adalazh janis “Libarica’ dan
Robusia”

Menurut data Jobatan Per-
lonian. keluosan kowasan pe-
nanamon kopl di Malaysia
pada 2021 adaloh 2,220 hek-
lor berbanding 2.114 hekiar
patia 20019,

Pangeiuaran kopl pado
2020 ondoioh sébanyak 4.241
fan mefik berbanding 3.559
fon metik pada 2019, dangan
pengeiuar ulama falah Johor
dan Saiah, kalarnya.

‘Angkc pengelucran kopi
dijangka meningkal setlop
tohun dengan mengamkbil
kita potensi panghasiion buah
ko] menglkut kematangan
pakok.” kolonyo kepacda pem-
Rarita selepas Sombuton Hanl
Kopi Sedunia 2021 pearingkal
kebangsaan di sini semalam.

TIMBALAN Ketua Pcngamh Jabntan Manlarl Il’enqumen dan Regulatori) Datuk Zahimi Hassan menunjukkan

varletl kopi lenis ‘Liberica’ semasa Sambutan Hari Kop
ndustri Makanan (MAFI) semalam. = Foto BERNAMA

tanian dan

*Masolah utamea dalam
Industrt inf adalah tanaga
buruh igilu keperluan ketika
memetik buoh kopi yong mo-
ang, kaona dalom satu lang-
kal buah kopl. bukan semuc
masak pado satu-saly mosa,
iad kepetuan untuk memetk
buoh kopl mosak dafl kang-
kai same adaloh bervlang,”

[ .
Zahimi berkato. kerajacn
teloh meiuluskan paruntukan
sobanyak RM4.5 jula dolom
Rancangan Malaysia Ke-12
(AMK12): bagi Projek Pembon-
guran Industrl Tonoman Kopt
yang ankara’lain etujuan
menyedlakan Infrastrukiur dan
fuslifi pengendolion lepas

| Sedunia 2021 peringkat kebangsaan di Kemanterian Per-

fuai dan peralatan kawalan
penrsak,

Manterl Pettaniaon dan
Industr Makanan Datuk Serl
D Ronald Klandee yang me-
rasmikan Sambuton Hori Xop
Sedunio itu secara mays do-
lam mesejnya berkata, MAF
okan member penakanan
khusus marangka (nslalit

ee Angka
pengeluaran
kopi dijangka
reningkat
sefiap tahun
dengdn
mengambil kira
polensi peng-
hasilan buah
kopi mengikut
kematangan
pokok, 99
- Datuk Zahimi Hessan

baharu unfuk menggalakkon
usghawan muda tempalan
menceburi indusid tanaman

kopl.

Tarlkh 1 Okipber dipersetu-
jui Orgonisast Kopl Antora-
bangso (ICC). yang dlang-
gofol 49 negaro. sebaogai
tartkh sambutan Hari Kopi
Anfarabangso. lo bagi mem-
promosh dan meraikon kopi
sabagail sotu minuman harl-
an, di samping manghargai
petanl kopi serta selurun KaN-
Igian nilal kopi termasukiah
pemplosas. pengliiang hingga
pengguna.- Bernama
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Govt studying metheds to resolve chicken price hike issue — Minister
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Govt studying methods to resolve
chicken price hike issue — Minister

GOPENG: The government

i5 louking an several methods

10 resolve the issue of chicken
price hikes, Domestic Trade and
Consumer Affairs Minister Dato
Sri Alexander Nanta Linggi has
said.

He said the methods would
include extending the subsidies
for chicken feed and providing
solt Toans for chicken breeders,

T'hese suggestions, however,
were still being discussed with the
Agricullure and Food Tialustry

Ministry {MAFD, he said, adding
thal the government woulkd
need o consider several aspects
including economic implications
amd long -term affordabiliny,

“We have to look for the
best methods possible, but not
1o warry as any decision taken
waoukd be benelicial. About two
weeks ago, {Agriculture and Tood
Industry Minister) Datuk Seri
13 Ronald Kiandee and 1 were
sumimuened by the Prime Minister
himself for discussions on how

at RTC Gopeng. — Bernama photo

both minjstries could come up
with solutions over 1he chicken
price hike issue,” he said aller

a visil to the Malaysian Food
Bank Collection and Distribution
Cenrre {Northern Zone) al the
Gapeng Rural Transformation
Centre (RTC) yesterday.

Nantu said sofl ans were also
praposed as farmers had cluimed
that they were also lacing rising
operating costs, in addition
to the cost of chicken [eed.

—- Bernama

Nanta (centre) visits the Malaysian Food Bank Collection and Distribution Centre (Northern Zone)

Powered by: @ isentia
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Nanta: Govt studying methods to
resolve chicken price hike issue

GOPENG: T'he govermment

is Jouking at several methods
1o Fesolve the issue of chicken
jrice hikes, Domestic Trade
and Consumer Affairs Minister
Datuk Seri Alexapder Nanta
Linggi said,

He snidl they include extending
the subsiclies for chicken feed
and providing soft Joans for
chicken breeders.

These suggestions, however,
aee still being discussed with the
Agricoliure and Food Industry
Ministry t MAF]), he said,
adding that the government
would need o constder several
aspects, including economic
unplications and long-term
affordability.

“We have to look for the best
methods possible, but not to

worry as any decision taken will
be beneticial.

“About 1woe weeks ago,
{Agriculture and Fuod Industry
Minister) Diatuk Seri Dr Ronald
Kiander and | were summoned
by the Prime Minister himself
for discussions on hiw both
ministrics can come up with
salutjons over the chicken price
hike issue,” he said alter a visic
to the Maluysian Food Bank
Collection and Distribution
Centre {Northern Zone) at the
Gopeng Rural Transformation
Centre (RTC) here on Saturday.

Nanta said soft loans were also
propused as farmers claimed
they were also facing increased
aperaling eosts in addition
1o the cost ol chicken feed.

— Benitaima
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LKIM

LEMBAGA KEMAJUAN IKAN MALAYSIA

KENYATAAN TAWARAN LKIM: T6/2021

1. Tawaran adalah dipelawa kepada Perunding yang berdaftar dengan Kementerian
Kewangan Malaysia (MOF) di bawah ko;l bidang 340103 (Kajian Ekonomi)
untuk perkhldmatan berikut:

LKIM: T6/2021

CADANGAN KAJIAN KEBOLEHLAKSANAAN
PENUBUHAN KONSORTIUM PERIKANAN
LAUT DALAM

Kod Blm | 340103 (Kajian Ekonomi)

Pendafgranbrundlny _Perunding dikehendaki mendaftar terlebih dahulu
secara Atas Talian bagi mendapatkan id pengguna dan
| kata laluan melalui laman sesawang

ALK - A https://www.tenderwizard.my/LKIM

B e | (Yuran Pendaftaran RM180.00/Setahun)

- _' : -

hrikh Pc!}?hlmlﬁ Tender akan dijual mulai 04/10/2021 (Isnin)
g pada jam 12.00 tengah hari secara Atas Talian
45 ' : melalui laman sesawang
https://www.tend

*Perunding yang berdaftar dengan LKIM dan
penama yang tercatit di dalam Sijll Pendaftaran
Kementerian Kewangan Malaysia yang
DIBENARKAN untuk membeli dokumen tender.

25!10!2021 (Isnin) jam 12.00 tengah harl
(Atas Talian dan manual)

2. Tiap-tiap dokumen tender WAJIB diisi dengan lengkap dalam sistem e-perolehan LKIM
secara Atas Talian melalui Jaman sesawang h ps://www.tenderwizard.my/LKIM

3. Satusalinan asal dokumen tender juga M-!lﬂ dikemukakan secara “Manual” ke peti
tender Pejabat Lembaga Kemajuan lkan Malaysia, Unit Perolehan, Bahaglan
Kewangan dan Akaun, Aras ‘Bawah, Wisma LKIM, Jalan Desaria, 47120
PUCHONG dan ditanda pada bahagian atas sampul surat bermetri itu dengan diberi
nombor rujukan tender (LKIM: T6/2021) di alamat seperti di bawah pada atau sebelum
25 Oktober 2021 tidak lewat daripada jam 12.00 tengah hari:-

Unit Perolehan, Bahagian Kewangan Dan Akaun
Aras Bawah, Wisma LKIM
‘Jalan Desaria, 47120 PUCHONG
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ALAU
Olch Hidayatidayu Razall
rehcana@hmetro.com.my

Berbndipada tanah
bukan saja membuahkan
hasil yang lumayan,
malah menjadikan
seorang alumni
Universiti Malaysia
Kelantan (UMK) ini
sebagai petani yvang
berjaya.

Bermula sekadar in,gjn
mencuba nas{b dalam
bidang pertanian, tanpa
disangkabidang ftu kini
menjadi kerjaya buatnya
selain mampu mengupah
empat pekerja.

Penat lelahnya itu juga
berbalol apabila hasil
tanaman diusahakan
mampu meraih
pendapatan lumayan.

Wan Lokman
Wan Haron, 33, yang
mengusahakan tanaman
nanas di Kampung
Chuchuh Puteri, Kuala
Krai, Kelantan mengakui
dia mula terbabit dengan
bidang pertanian sebagai
pengusaha ladang nanas
sejak tiga tahun lala.

Katanya, dia bermula
pada 2018 dengan
menanam tanaman itu
, dlatastanah seluas 0. 4
* hektar.

“Pada awalnya,
saya hanya mahu
mencuba nasib dengan
mengusahakan
tanaman nanas dan
iamembuahkan hasil
¥ang mampu menjana
pendapatan sehingga
lima angka bagi setiap

musim.

“Selepas tiga tahun
berpanas; berhnjan dan
bermain lumpur, saya
tidak sangka tanaman
yang dinsabakan ini
mampu menghasilkan
kira-kira tujuh tan nanas
semusim.

“Buah ini saya jual
dengan harga borang
dipasaran tempatan

TARIKH
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Was feris
tiga tahu

KECAP KEMANISAN =
TANAM NANAS

Usaha Wan Lokman sejak 3 tahun lalu berbaloi apabila
hasilkan 7 tan semusim, raih pendapatan lumayan

iaitu RM2.50 sekilogram
bagi nanas madu kaca,
manakala hanas varieti
MD2 dijual pada RM4
selcllogram.

“Untuk jualan secara
runcit harga sekilogram
nanas madu kaca dijual
sekitar RM32.50 hingga
RMS dan nanas MD2
mencecah RMS hingga
RM8 selcilogram,
bergantung kepada
pasaransemasa,” katanya,
ketika dihubungi,

Menurut anak ketiga
daripada 10 beradik ltu,
napas MD2 antara yang
menjadi rebutan dan
mendapat permintaan
tinggi kefana rasanya
yvang manis, lebih berjus
serta serat yang bagus
untuk kesihatan.

Lulusan ljazah Sarjana
Muda Keusahawan
Teknologl Pertanian
daripada Fakulti
Agroindustri dan Sumber
Asli (FASA)} itu berkata,
madu kaca fuga mendapat
sambutan menggalakkan
darlpada pembeli kerana
rasanyarasanyayang
manis

“Alhamdulillah,
hasil tanaman saya ini
mendapat permintaan
vang tinggl sama ada
secara runcit mahupun
barong.

“Bagi jualan runcit,
kébanyakan datang
darl kawasan kampung
ini dan yang terdekar,
manakala pemborong
mereka datang dari luar
daerah untuk dipasarkan

Berbekalkan
modal sekitar
AM30,000 yang
tiperoleh daripada
wang simpanan
keluarga, saya
memulakan projek
tanaman nanas
tanpa memohon
bantuan daripada
mana-mana
agensi kerajaan
mahupun swasta

WAN
LOKMAN

dilokasi mereka,”
katanya.

Katanya, daripada
sebelum menanam, dia
perlu memilih analk
pokok yang sesuai
dan bermutu bagi
memastikan tumbesaran
palok tidak terbantut



dan menghastlican buah
mengikut spesifikasi
dikehendaki,

Menurutnya, nanas
memerlukan penjagaan
rapl dengan melakukan
kerja penyelenggaraan
rermasuk menggembur
tanah dan membuang
rumput setiap hari bagi
mermastikan proses
tumbesarannya tidak
terjejas.

[elas Wan Lokman,
selain itu, dia perlu
mengawasi tanaman itu
supaya tidak menjadi
sasaranmakhluk perosak
dengan menggunakan
racun yang sesuai.

Mengimbau
‘bagaimana boleh
terbabit dengan tanaman
nanas, Wan Lokman
berkata, pada awalnya
dla mendapat galakan
dan sokongan datipada
keluarga terutama bapa
yang sentiasa memberi
semangat serta motivasi
untuknya mengusahakan

Lmnmmﬁr

~MD2 dan modu kaca.
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SURAT

3/10/2021 METRO 37

AHAD

XPRESI

nanas di kawasan tanah
pertanian terbiar.

“Berbekalkan modal
sekitar RM30,000 yang
diperoleh daripada wang
simpanan keluarga,
saya memulakan projek
fanaman nanas tanpa
memohon bantuan
daripada mana-mana
agensi kerajaan mahupun
swasta,

“Saya mengusahakan
kawasan tanaman secara
berperingkat dengan
permulaan modal yang
kecil dan mempercleh
anak benih nanas dibeli
dipasaran.

“Malah saya
bersyukur kerana sermua
urusan dipermudahkan
Allah. Pengalaman
belajar ketika menuntut
di UMK banyak
membantu sava untuk
menjadikan bidang
pertanian sebagai

« perniagaan dan Kerjaya.

“Ketika dluniversiti,
pensyarah sentiasa
"1" r berpesan untuk

menjadi usahawan yang
berjaya perlu sentiasa
mementingkan produk
berkualid. Jadi, saya
amat mementingkan
hasil pengeluaran
tanaman yang bermuatu

pelanggan atau
pemborong,” katanya.
‘Wan Lokman
yang masih bujang
berkata, pada awal
pembabitannya dalam
bidang itu, banyak
cabaran yang terpaksa
ditempuhi.

bagl menjamin kepuasan

Menurutnya, cabaran
itu memberi pengalaman
serta mengajarnya untuk

bangkit dan berusaha
dengan lebih gigih.

kena usaha tanpa jerau
dan komited melakukan

yang perlu kesungguhan
untuk berjaya

“Untik meceburl apa-
apa bidang sekalipun kita

yang terbaik, Begitu juga
dengan bidang pertanian *

EME Tikinan

“Alhamdulillah, hasil
usaha, sckongan dan
semangat daripada ibu
bapa serta keluarga, saya
mampu mengusahakan
tanaman ini.

“Walaupun orang
anggap bidang perranian
saru kerfaya vang tidak
glamor, bidang itu
memberi hasil yang
lumayan jika dinsaha
bersungguh-sungguh.

“Sayajuga merancang
mempelbagaikan lagi
hasil pertanian pada
masa hadapan dengan
mengusahakan kebun
durian, sayur-sayuran
dan tanaman lain.

"Saya turut menaruh
harapan tinggi untuk
menjadikan kawasan
Kampung Chuchuh
Puterf antara lokasi
pengeluaran nanas
premium di Kuala Krai
seklranya kawasan ini
terus dimajukan dengan
tanaman nanas secara
koemersial,” katanya.

Samase;perr.imamsla..

Sumber air dan matahan
3aja tidak cukup untuk
kekal sihat dan berbunga,
seterusnya menghasilkan
‘buah yang lebat

Baja menjadi makanan
utama pekok dan yang
terbalk adalah jenis organik
dan bebas bahan kimia,

Baja organik diperbuat
daripada bahan semula
jadi seperti sisa kumnhan
hatwan, rumpai laat, tulang
binatang, tumbuhan yang
mereput dan slsa rnakanan.

[adikatakan mampu
meningkatkan keupayaan
tanah untuk menampung
air dan murien dengan lebih
cekap.

Baja organik juga sangat
berguna terutama kepada
tanah berpasir yang mudah
hilang nutrien dan Hdak
dapat menahan air serasa
hujan lebat,

Selain [tn, baja
organik juga membentuk
persekitaran bermanfaat dan
habitat kepada cacing tanah
serta hidupan mikrob yang
bertindak menjadikan tanah
lebih subur.

[a melepaskan nutrien
secara perlahan-lahan
dan sistematik selatn
mienggalakkan kesuburan
serta perkembangan tanah
yang maksimum

Lehih penting, baja
organik jugatidak
mencemarkanair bawah
tanah berbanding baja idmia.

(LRI

SESTPLINTT

Baja organik tingkat keupayaan tanah
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AS the nation becomes more
prosperous, the demand for fish in
the cauntry is expected to grow.
This makes it essential to modern-

* ise our fishing Deet if we are to
meet the increased demand.

However, Malaysian fishermen
should not only invest in brand
new steel or composite fishing
boats, bur also source them from
local manufacturers, say the
Association of Marine [ndustries of
Malaysia (Amim).

‘The progression to-modern ves-
sels - which can be made of high-
tech cornposite materials other
than metal - from the rickety
wooden ones will bring the
nation's fisheries industry ta the
next level, says Soo Jee Main, presi-
dent of Ardm.

“Not only will modern boats
enable our fishermen to venture
into deeper seas, the orders of
these vessels will go a long way
towards supporting the local
shiphuilding and ship repair
industry at the same tme,” he says
as he underlines the challenges
facing the local industry.

For years, the local shipbuilding
industry has been calling for
government assistance to give its
players a leg up. The valua of goad
quality boats to the fisheries
industry cannet be under-
estimated, sa;s S00.

In 2019, fish production and the
fisheries industry’s contribution to
the Malaysian ecanomy stood at
1,455,446 tonnes, with & value aof
RM11.33bil. Citing Fisherigs
Deparunent data, Amim highlights
that more than 50,000 fishing ves-
sels (all types and tonnage) piying
Malaysian waters provide work 1o
126,595 peaple, with 95,443 of
them lacal fishermen, and the
Temaining 31,152 foreigners.

According to Amim, a majority
of Malaysian fishermen are not
teady to venture into deeper seas,
preferring to just fish in the waters
¢laser to shore. This is reflected in
the line-up of Ashing vessels here,
with only 2,300 vessels falling
under Class C, and 600 under Class
€2, which pales in comparison to
the total of 50,000 vessels.

Boats ifi classes C and C2 are typ-
ically made of steel, with a gross
registered tormage (GRT) of at least
40, and can venture into deeper
waters, which are at Jaast 22|
from the shore.

GRT is the measure of a ship's
total internal volume, as expressed
in "register tonnes”, each of which
is equal to 100 cubic feet (2.83 m3).

"At the moment, only 2% out of
5ino,guu ﬁshilﬂ\g vesse(ls 21': invnéued

leep-sea fishing (C class an
ahovgﬁihﬂe the rematning 9%
are involved in inshore Gshing.
The majority of fishing vessels
operating in Malaysia are wood-
en,” says 500, unklerscoring the
massive potential for the industry

Buy Malaysian boats first

Local shipbuilders appeal to fishermen to lobk at local shores first when it comes to ors
They are just as good as any foreign players out there, says the country’s shipbuilders

Soo: ‘Our Malaysian-designed and
fabricated fishing wrawlers and
fisheries research vessels have
been exporied to Australia

and Bangladesh.’

if fishermen are given more incen-
tives and assistance to switch to
modern boats.

“The average wooden hull Life
can be as long as 20 years, but the
maintenance cost of these boats
increases drastically year by year,”
says 500, who is also the business
development manager for a ship-
builder and repairer based in
Lumut, Perak. 5

The local shipbuilding industry
is murrently saddled with excess
capacity, partly contributed by the
downiurn in the oll and gas indus-
oy, as well as shff competition
from regional players.

ith 111 members (97 ordinary
members and 14 associate mem-
bers), Amim represents a vast sec-
tor of the Malaysian marine indus-
try, which comprises shipbuilding,
ship repair and marine-related
Industries, fts primary mission is
to promote the interests of its
members, to assist In the develap-

- ment of shipbuilding and repair as

well a5 the marine-related indus-
(ry, while pushing for continuous
improvement of maritime stand-
ards, Amim stakeholders maintain
that local shipyards have the
capacity and capability to build all
types and sizes of fshing vessels.

“For example, our Malaysian-
designed and fabricated fishing
trawlers and fisheries research
vessels have been exported to
Askustralia and Bangladesh,” says

00. .

*In the meantime, our industry,
the shipbuilding and ship repair
indusary, and its spillover effects to
the entire maritime industry
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“This will enhance the livelihood
and quality of life with improved
catch leading to higher incomes for
fishermen,” says Nomazifah, who
is working on the construction of
the first steel-hull class 2 fishing
hoat at a local engineering and
maritime services company.
Malaysian players are wary of -
the threat posed by foreign players,
such as those from China and
Europe, who have a large arsenal
of modern fishing boats for export.
“They know that Malaysia will
need (o modernise its fishing fleets,
and more than 50,000 wooden
boats are ripe for replacement,”
says Amim, which says that
Malaysia has been building ships
for more than a century: the coun:
1ry's first shipyard was set up in’
Sarawak in 1912. The Brooke
Dackyard opened for business
near Kuching then and has since
= = . evalved into a credible marine
Shipbuilding opportunities: Malaysia has a long way to go in engineering endty with active
modemising its fishing fleet, with much room te upgrade tens of thoysands involvement in the oil and gas,
of old wonden boats to steel or composite ones. shipbuilding and sl\lfnrepair busi-
ness, and other civil Infrastructure,
ecosysiem ¢an coniribute believes that modern fishing ves- “Amim would like to express our
significantly to the economy, in sels with improved safety and concemn and to plead for foreign
line with %ol:argyml‘s Nal:[rmatlhe al;]pf: :;femudamn cilities gmld.ers to be restricted ﬂ'ome]
Recovery Plan hy empowering to attract more millen- uilding rnodern fishing vessels for
peaple, propelling businesses and -~ nials o join the fishing industry. Malaysia, The use of forelgn-made
stimulating the economy,” “They will have the ability to vessels should only be considered
Amim Fisheries Task Force learn and use modern gear, navi-  ifthe local shipyard is unable to
chairman Nornazifah Saad

gation, and,marlne engineering. build the vessel. Building modern

Artisanal fishermen also appreciate upgrading

A TRADITIONAL fishermen for
the last 42 years, Haris Abdullan
says he is really looking forward
ta assistance to Teplace his
decrepit fbreglass hoat.

Says the 61-year-old from
Penang istand's Kampung Sungai
Baty, seasoned fishermen can
seg how some foreign-made
fibreglass boats sport a very
high level of finish.

"From the oulWward appear-
ance, It can be seen the finishing
is a match above. But we are nat
arguing that foreign baats are
necessarily more durahle than
locally made anes,” says the fish-
erman whose 20-year-old boat is

pretty much near the end of its
useful life,

“We understand there are var-
ious levels ofquality wlthin
Ohreglass boats, and we really
hope that someone will step up
to help us obtain suitable
reglacements." says Haris, who
is hopeful that authorities will
provide him with a new boat
and engine once the Penang
South Reclamation project 1s
approved.

He says the effect of a better
;rlessel with larger engines is

uge.

“We can see fishermen operat-
ing from southern Kedah mak-

ing regular interstate runs inta
northern Perak waters (easily
covering 70km one way) using
30-footers mated to 150hp
motors,” he notes,

Fajinah Jaafar, 60, from
mearby Permatang Tepi Laut, is
also pleading for help as she is
nursing a 40-year-old 22-foot
long fibreglass boat, which she
says is almost “ready to fall
apart” at any time,

“My dream boal is a 27-foater,
powered by a 115hp engine.

“There are many days where [
severely limit my fishing range
as I am afraid of not being able
to navigate strong waves, or flee

impending bad weather,” says
the maother of two.

She adds that there are hun-
dreds more like her in the south-
ern part of Penang island wha
are silently praying for assis-
tance to address their plight.

“& larger boat will allow me
to bring more fishing gear to
catch a greater variety of
marine life, while a more
powerful motor allows me to
reach fishing grounds faster,
or go further than my normai
operational zone, thus allowing
me to have a better shot at
Irmproving my lvelihood,” she
says.

i N

Haris: Fibregtass fishing boats
come in various levels of quality
and durability, and Malaysia should
move towards excellence in this
area



