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Kucing Jantan jalanan akan ditangkap dan dimandulian bagl
mengawal pemblakan pada program pemandulan halwan yang
diadakan pada 7 Oktober Inl.

Lebih 50ﬁ kucing jantan jalanan
 bakal dimandulkan

KUANTAN - Lebih 50

kucing jantan jalanan akan

dimandulkan bagi me-
ngawal pembiakan pada
program pemandulan hai-
wan itu yang diadakan
pada 7 Oktober ini.

Pengerusi Kelab -

Sahabat Kucing Jalanan
Pahang (SKIJP), Jurina
Abdul Rani berkata, bagi
tujuan itu, operasi me-
nangkap kucing jalanan
akan dijalankan di lima
lokasi yang telah dikenal

pasti di sekitar daerah ini. -

Meriuratnya, selepas
penan_gkapan dibuat, pe-
meriksaan dan pemantau-
an kesihatan haiwan ter-
babit akan dilakukan
sebelum dimandulkan:

“Hanya kucing jantan
yang sihat dan berumur
lebih setahun akan melalui
proses pemandulan. Proses
terbabit dilakukan oleh pe-

gawai perubatan J abatan
Perkhidmatan Veterinar
Pahang (JPVP) dan meng-

"ambil masa tiga hari:

“Selepas pemandulan,
kucing akan dikuarantin
selama dua hari sebelum
dilepaskan semula ke lo-
kasi ditemui,” katanya ke-
tika ditemui di Bandar
Kuantan pada Ahad.

Beliau menjelaskan,;
program itu diadakan
Majlis Bandaraya Kuantan

 (MBK), JPVP dan

Pasukan Tindakan Cemas
Malaysia (PTCM) Pahang
membabitkan . Unit

-Kebajikan Halwan dan

Alam Sekitar. :
Tambah Jurina, pihak-
nya turut memberi peluang
kepada individu yang ber-
minat untuk mengambil
kucing yang sudah di-
mandulkan sebagai hai- °
wan peliharaan,
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161 syarikat vesel tempatan terima manfaat

§ SAMSOLBARI Jamali (tiga dari kanan) bersama
¥ Ahmad Tarmidzi Ramly {dua dari kiri) ketika
melawat limbungan kapal Syarikat DK Naval
Technologies di Taman Perindustrian Tanjung
Pelepas, Iskandar Puteri di Johor.

ri ISKANDAR PUTERI: Sebanyak 161 syarikat vesel
tempatan telah menerima manfaat hasil pelaksanaan Program Pemodenan Vesel dan Mekanisasi
Tangkapan yang dilaksanakan Jabatan Perikanan sepanjang tahun ini.

Ketua Pengarahnya, Ahmad Tarmidzi Ramly berkata, program dengan peruntukan RM150 juta itu
merupakan inisiatif Dasar Jaminan Makanan {DJM} yang dilaksanakan Kementerian Pertanian dan
Industri Makanan.

Menurut beliau, ia dibahagikan kepada empat zon di mana Zon A dan Zon B membabitkan
peruntukan RM100 juta sementara Zon C dan Zon C2 pula dengan peruntukan RM50 juta.

“Menerusi program ini, syarikat vesel ditawarkan pembiayaan sehingga RM5 juta dengan kadar
faedah antara 3 hingga 3.5 peratus untuk tempoh 10 tahun.

“Objektif program adalah membangunkan industri perikanan pantai dengan memberi peluang
nelayan tradisi menaik taraf dan memodenkan vesel, memasang peralatan efisien dan pertingkat
aspek keselamatan yang sekaligus dapat meningkatkan hasil tangkapan.

“Program ini juga mengurangkan kebergantungan penggunaan kru bukan warganegara di atas
vesel,” katanya selepas melawat limbungan kapal Syarikat DK Naval Technologies di Taman
Perindustrian Tanjung Pelepas, di sini hari ini.

Turut hadir, Pengerusi Jawatankuasa Pertanian, Industri Asas Tani dan Kemajuan Luar Bandar lohor,
Datuk Samsolbari Jamali.

Tambah Ahmad Tarmidzi, penggunaan mekanisme moden seperti di atas kapal nelayan pukat jerut
boleh mengurangkan tenaga kerja manusia yang secara tidak langsung memberi kelebihan kepada
pengusaha.

Sementara itu, Samsolbari memaklumkan kerajaan negeri menyambut baik usaha pemodenan vesel
bagi melonjakkan aktiviti nelayan ke tahap yang lebih tinggi.

“Johor sebagai negeri yang mempunyai garis pantai terpanjang sewajarnya mempunyai aktiviti
perikanan yang lengkap selain dibantu dengan pelbagai aktiviti rantaian yang turut memberi nilai
tambah.

“Jadi kita menggalakkan nelayan untuk menggunakan mekanisme automatik agar kerjaya nelayan
dapat menjadi lebih menarik,” ujarnya. — UTUSAN
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Turtles to become tourist attraction in Mersing islands

MERSING: Turtles have the
potential to hecome a tourist
attraction in Mersing islands
that have ofien been spots for
turtle landings.

Johor  Agriculture,  Agro-
based Industuy  and  Rural
Cevelepment Committee
chairman Datuk Samsotbari

Jamaki sald the 13 islands which
have been gazetted as marine
parks have heen landing sites
for the Hawksbill and Green sea
turtle specias

He sald as part af turde
conservation efforts, the Jaohor
State  Fisheries Department
(JENDY  would  issue  more
licences to transfer or collect
turtle egps which cauld also be
a new source of income for the
vilkagers.

“Almost ze0 wurtles land n
Johor from April te Seplember
every year. So far, the state
government has only allecated
RMs5,000 to buy tuctle eggs from
the villagers, ta be hatched by

IPN1, e -+

‘Therefore, 1 am pleased P L G I O s
te inform that the state — - ,i , '—f} TR R R ==
povernment  has  allocated Samsolbari (vight) shows a turtle egg which will he buried in the sand to be hatched at the turtle censervation centre at

RM200.000 for the purpose of Pulan Tinggl Marine Park Centre — Bornama photo

sea Lurtle conservation,” he told

a press conlerence after visiting
the Pulau Tinggl Marine Park
Centre, here yesterday.

Fresent was JPNJ direcior
Zainudin Ahd Wahah.

Samsoihari said JPNJ was also
targeting 1o collect about 20,000
lurtle egps next year, adding
that efforts would centinue
to be intensifed to ensure

the endangered animal would
continue to survive.

Meanwhile, Zainudin said
JPNJ was targeting to have at
least &0 turtle egg collector's

licence holders next year.

On average, he sald a total of
3,000 turtle eggs were collected
by JPNJ a year from the licence
holders in the state. — Bernama
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46 baby turtles rescued in Port

Dickson — JPNS

SEREMBAN: A total of 46 baby
hawksbill tugstles were rescued
by members of the public after
being found wandering along
the ¢oastal area of Batu 2, Jalan
Pantai Bagan Pinang. Port
Dickson, near here, on Saturday.

Negerl Semblilan Fisheries
Department (IPNS) director
Halimi Abu Hanip said the
hatchlings were found by an
individual named Abdul Jamil
and his family who happened to
be there at about nam.

“Their swift action in rescuing
the baby turtles to be released
immediately inta the sea s a
commendable effort. 1t is the
third such incident reported in

Port Dickson this year, with the
second was on Sept 11.
"I is normal for baby turtles

to crawl out of their nest w

go to the sea. Turtles lay their
eges throughout the year but
mast frequently from March to
September,” he told Bernama.

Following  the  incident.
Halimi said JPNS tagether with
registered turtle egg collector in
Pert Dickson, Hishamudin Abd
Manap. inspected the turtle nests
at the location and found two
dead baby turtles and 48 egps.

He said all the eggs were then
brought ta the hatchery centre at
Glory Beach Rescrt. Port Dickson
to be incubated. — Bernama
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3 Melaka islands to be
gazetted as marine park

MELAKAs Pulau Undan, Pulau Nangka
and Pulau Dodol will be gazetted as
the first national marine park In Mela-
ka, pending approval from the state
government, Deputy Agriculture and
Food Industry Minister I Datuk Ser!
Ahmad Hamzah said the Islands, cov-
ering a one nautical mile area, would
be gazetted under Section 41 of the
Fisheries Act 1985 to ensure the sus-
tainability of marine biodiversity in
the area. “The state Fisherles Depatt-
ment has been conducting a study
since 2018 and found 81 species of
hard corals and 19 species of colourful
soft corals of the Gorgonlan type in
the area.” He said the aim of gazetting
the islands as a marine park was to
preserve and conserve the ecosystemn
and marine population in the area.
Barnama
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Turtles to be tourist
draw on Mersing isles

MERSING: Turtles have the potential to
become a tourist attraction in Mersing islands
that have often been spots for turtle landings.

Johor Agriculture, Agro-based Industry

and Rural Development Committee chairman
Datuk Samsolbari Jamali said the 13 islands
which have been gazetted as marine parks
have been landing sites for the Hawksbill and -
Green sea turtle species.
_ He said as part of turtle conservation
efforts, the Johor state Fisheries Department
(JPNJ) would issue more licences to transfer
or collect turtle eggs which could also be a
new source of income for the villagers.

“Almost 200 turtles land in Johor from April
to September every year. SO far, the state
government has only allocated RM5,000 to.
buy turtle eggs from villagers, to be hatched by
JPNJ. :

“Therefore, L am pleased to inform that the
state government has allocated RM200,000
for the purpose of sea turtle conservation,” he
told a press conference after visiting the Pulau
Tinggi Marine Park Centre here yesterday.

Also present was JPNJ director Zainudin
Abd Wahab. _

Samsolbari said JPNJ was also targeting to
collect about 20,000 turtle eggs next year,
adding that efforts would continue to be
intensified to ensure the endangered reptile
would continue to survive.

Meanwhile, Zainudin said JPNJ was
targeting to have at least 80 turtle egg
collector’s licence holders next year.

On average, a total of 3,000 turtle eggs are
collected by JPNJ a year from the licence
holders in the state, he added. - Bernama
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~ STORM HAVOC ... A farmer
surveying the damage caused by
strong winds and heavy rains to his
_padicrop in Tanjung Karang in Kuala
%, -Seia_n'qgar yesterday. - BERNAMAPIX
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HARIAN KELANTAN |

Ga'gal'sorbk kambing curi, dua lelaki di tahan

RANTAU PANJANG -
Cubaan dua lelaki me-
nyorokkan enam ekor kam-
bing di belakang pacuan
empat roda menggunakan
kanvas bagi mengaburi
mata anggota Batalion 7
Pasukan Gerakan Am
(PGA) Kuantan gagal apa-
bila ditahan pada Jumaat.
Pegawai Pemerintah
Batalion 7 PGA Kuantan,
Superintendan Azhari Nusi
berkata, kedua-dua lelaki-
itu ditahan pihaknya se-
masa melalui sekatan jalan
raya (SJR) Banggol Kong,
Jeram Perdgh di sini pada
Jjam 9 malam. '
“Semasa ditahan kedua
-dua lelaki berusia 23 ta-
hun itu gagal mengemuka-
kan sebarang dokumen sah
berkait dengan barangan
mereka bawa,” katanya ke-
pada pemberita dalam satu
kenyataan pada Sabtu.

Menurut beliau, pe-

meriksaan lanjut di bahagi-
an belakang pacuan empat
roda menemukan enam

ekor kambing yang telgh -

ditutup menggunakan kan-

vas plastik berwarna biru. -

Katanya, kesemua
barangan rampasan dan
kedua-dua lelaki itu dibawa

ditahan pada Jumaat.

ke Balai Polis Jeram Perdah
untuk tindakan lanjut.

- Azhari berkata, kes di-
siasat bawah Seksyen 36

- (1) Akta Binatang 1953

dan nilai keseluruhan
rampasan termasuk
kenderaan serta kambing
dianggarkan berjumlah
RM127,500.

“PGA akan terus
memperketatkan lagi
kawalan sempadan di se-

panjang Sungai Golok ber-

mula dari Rantau Panjang
ke Pengkalan Kubor,
Tumpat bagi membendung
aktiviti jenayah rentas sem-

« padan,” katanya.

Cubaan dua lelaki menyorokkan enam ekor kambing di belakang
kenderaan pacuan empat roda me

‘ Sabtu.

nggunakan kanvas gagal apabila

Sementara itil, dalam

perkembangan berasingan

di Tumpat, Azhari berkata,
PGA berjaya merampas
20,000 batang rokok putih
selepas membuat pe-
meriksaan ke atas sebuah
kereta yang diparkir dalam
keadaan mencurigakan di
Jalan Kampung Ketil,
Pengkalan Kubor pada

Rampasan rokok putih
berjumlah RM15,000 itu
dilakukan oleh Batalion 9
PGA Kuala Terengganu
yang membantu penugas-

‘an Op Benteng Covid-19 .

di kawasan Tumpat.
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IS grandfatherwasa farmer
who grew padi and vegeta-
bles in small fields, besides
rearing cows.

"I remember growing up
and helping him in his-padi field. It was very
tough, and | still remember it was a struggle
during that time as he had to raise 10 chit-
dren,” said SM4RT TANI founder and SAT.
ASIA chief executive officer Hafeiz Hassan.

“Unfartunately, after 30 years, not a let.
has changed. We are still reliant on con-'
ventional farming techniques, which can
be labour intensive and often wasteful,” he
said,

Now 42 years old, Hafeiz aims to change
the way farming is done, and he is no ordi--
nary man for the task., 4

Bora and raised in Melaka, he did his
master’s degree at Imperiai Collega,
London, and MBA at the International
Istamic University Malaysia.

Hafeiz is an acronautical engineer,
who used 1o work in the designing and
engineering of international aircraft pro-
grammes, such as the Airbus A380, A350
and AS00M.

“However, my warl and experience are
not limited to the aerospace field, as | have
done technology adoptlion in other sectors,
such as aukomative, civil/construction, and
oil and gas.

“In the last twc years, my company has
put a strong focus on emerging technolo-
gies, such as Internet of Things [loT) and
advanced data analytics,”.he said.

Mew, Hafeiz is revolutionising farming
through the SM4RT TANI platform.

WHAT IS SMART TANI?

SMA4RT TANI is an agritech platform that
combines traditional farming with the laT
and cloud-hased selutions o provide Malay-
sian farmers with robust digital tools to
revolutionise the agriculture industry.

“We want to enable local farmers to
increase their afficiency, productivity and
vield with culting-edge solutions,” said
Hafeiz.

The platform was conceived during
brainstorming session between Hafeiz and
ane of his friends, whowas in the pineapple
planlatmn business.

“My friend lamented the high cost of fer-
tiliser and difficulties he faced in managing
the farms remotely.

“He needad a salution that could enable
precise farming methods, and rernote mon-
itoring and tracking,” he said.  _

“Upon closer investigation, wa found
oul that there was a huge gan in technol-
ogy adoption in the sector, and most of the
solutions were well within our reach and
capablllty to develop,

“Agriculture is such an important sector
in the country, and it is for this reason that
we must ensure that the industry benefits
more eifectively from the technological
advancement Malaysia has seen in the last
decade,” he added.

Hafeiz
Hassan:

A former aeronautical engineer shares his high-
tech journey into farming with Izwan Ismail

Hafeiz said the end geal was to move
Malaysian farmers from their conventionat
Tarming practices to smart farming, which
in the end, would improve the quality of the
preduce, as well as increase the yield and
revenue of the farmers.

“Ta achieve this, the industry must com-
pletetyembrace the Industrial Revolution 4.0
by transforming every aspect of the opera-
tion into a smart system.

Kingdurians.

"SMART TANI will be the platform that
encompasses all aspects of smart farming,

realising the madernisation of the industry,

fremn farm to fork,” he said.

HOW IT WORKS

SM4RT TANI helps farmers by leveraging loT
technology, where data from the soil, water
and air are collected autonomously with
minimal intervention by humans.

Voltionis ming

With plug-and-play sensors, all the
farmers need to do is to install the sen-
50rs onto the farm and start receiving data
almost immediately.

“The simple loT sensar technulngy also
means that there is nomaintenance needed
from the farmers,

"Periadic maintenance is performed
by the SMART TAMI technicians througheut
the contract peried, and any trgubleshoot-
ing is done either remotely or on=site with-
cut any involvernent of the farmers,” said
Hafeiz.

‘Thedatzis then presented tothatarmers
in a simple and user-centric intuitive dash-
board cailled SATU Dashboard,

With 3 singte click, the farmners will nat
only get data for selected parameters, but
they may also receive alerts on anomalies
and corrective actions to be &ken. -

“These data will kelp farmers improve
the efficiency of their; FacTRoperations by onty
tending to plots with prohlems instead of a
blankat approach.

“They may anticipate pmhl.ems before
theyhappen and take prevertive rather than
corrective actions, which may be too late in
ensuring yield and quality of their crops,”
explained Hafeiz.

TAKING UP THE CHALLENGE
Development of SM4RT TANI beganin 2019.
“Initially. there were only three pecgle
involved in coming up with the cancept, and
later, we had our network and device maker
partners on-board,” Hafeiz recalled,
TURN TOPAGE Z2
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Working wn farmers

FROM PAGE 21
FARMING WITH DATA

About twe months and five more team
members later, SM4RT TANI had its first
prototype deployed in their, pilet farm in
Hulu Selanger.

“Within a year, we branched out to caver
lo applications in aguaculture and green-
house farms. We then started warking on
the Digital Farm Management System ear-
lier this year,” he said.

As for challenges, Hafeiz said it was
important to know that there was noth-
ing for his team to benchmark the product
against as they were developing somathing
novel in the country.

“We had to work very closely with the
subjett matter experts to ensure that the
praduct could address the problem while

engaging the stakeholders and potential
users to make sure that the technalogy
would he afiordable enough for them 1o
use,” he said,

“ThereTsalso the challenge ol niroduc-
ing technology and convincing the farmers
of the value and importance of using data
in larming,” he added.

As djgnlal transformation is not consid-
ered a priority by most farmers, Hafeiz and
his tean have ta engage with various par-
ties and organise seminars and showcases
to get the market familiar with the smart
farming concept.

"Far this, we are very grateful to have
good partners and government agencies
under the Agriculture and Food Indus-
Iries Minjstry, especially the Malaysian
Pineapple Industrial Board, supgorting

us since the beginning of SM4RT TANI,"
he said.

Today, SM4RT TANL is installed in 10
farms across five states. The farms are
generally producing high-value crops.

“We haye onboarded farms that grow
Musang King durians and MDZ pineapples

onta SM4RT TAN], We have alse deployed _

SM&RT TANI in the aguaculture industry,
like crayﬁsh or udang kara, and tilapia fish
farming,” said Hafeiz, adding that they were
currentlylooking into deploying the systerm
at oil palm plantations.

Singularily Aerotech Asia [SAT.ASIA),
meanwhile, which Hafeiz also leads, is a
technelogy service provider specialising
in engineering, loT and big data analylics.

SM&RT TANI is a product under SAT.
ASIA's technelogy division,

MOYING FORWARD

Hafeiz said he planned lo have SM4RT TANI
installed in 100 farrns by the end of next year
with the depioyment of around 5,000 new
devices,

“We alsa have plans to expand SMSRT TANI
furthier to cover other agricultural sectors,
such as livestock and dairy farms.

“Currently, we are working with a few
companies in Malaysia that run cattle
and poultry farms to explore opportunities
of introducing loT into their aperations,” he
said.

“There is also a plan Lo integrate SM4RT
TANI with the supply chain management
system, as well as a paint-of-sales system
so that farmers can enjoy an end-to-end
digital transformation of their business,” he
added.

Q0hthe pet
mﬂuencers

TWO fluffy white terriers wearing necker-
chiefs pant quietly as their owner waves a
treat and snaps a photo ior the dogs’ tens
of thousands of instagram followers.

They are among a growing number of
pet influencers on social media in Sin-
gapore, a trend fuelled by'a rise in online
shapping and pet ownership during the
coronavirus pandemic.

Sasha and Piper make regular appear-
ances on their "Lomodoggies” Instagram
account, often wearing matching accessa-
ries and posing for the camera with their
tongues hanging ut,

The pair have earned thousands of
dollars endorsing products ranging from
vacuum cleaners to shoes — and are even
represented by an agency.

Tapping into the pet influencer baom,
the company has worked with animals
ranging from a cat called Brossy Maow-
ington — with more than 50,000 followers
— to a Japanese Spitz called Luna.

Sasha and Piper's owner, Carrie Er,
stumbled into the business several yairs
ago when she started posting photos of
Sasha in various costumes, playing with
toys and an cutings.

“We justwanted to do a daily bleg of her,
capturing some precious moments like her
beautiful face and her activities,” said Er, a

markating manager in her 40s.

But the photos praved popular online,
and companies started asking if Sasha
would endorge their products,

Piper; a former show dog, arrived iater,
completing the duo. i

CAN'T HATE THEM
“It's fun — fun farthe dogs, fun for me,” said

“ Er, as she shoots pictures with her phone

of the dog celebrities.

The two pooches now havenearly 24,000
Instagram foliowers, and typically earn
about 5$500 for each marketing deal.

Er says she is selective aliaut which
products they promote, rejecting offers
from some dog food brands she feels don’t
meet her standards — her awn pets enjoy
a diet of handmade meals.

There has been a qrowing demand for
pet inftuencer endorsements as compa-
nies bolster their online presence during
the pandemic, according to Jane Peh; co-
founder of The Woof Agency that repre-
sents Er's terriars.

“I think pet influencers generally have
an advantage becausa we just love pets,”
said Pah, whosa company has aboul 6,000
pet social media profiles in its network,

“They are cute — you can't hate them.”
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