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Dua kementerian bincang
isu harga makanan naik

Oleh MOHAMAD FAIZAL
HASHIM

AEL OISR TISGn B T s Ty

JOHOR BAHRU: Kementerian
penanian dan Industri Makanan
alaur mepzadakan perbingan-
yan dengan Kementerian Pocda-
pangan Dalam Negeri dan Ehwal
Pengguria  (KPDNIEEP)  dalam
mengawal kenaikan harga ma-
kanait.

Menteri Pertanian dan In-
dusiri Makanan, Daluk  Ser
Dr. Ronoid Kiandee Dherkata,
perhincangan yang tarut meli-
batkan  penggiat industri itu
perlu dradakan bagi mengesan
punca kenaikan harga berlaki
selain mencari jalan penyele-
saian agar pengguna tidak lagi
terkesan.

PR

Jefasnya, perbincangan ber
sama  KPONHEP ita penting
kerana kementerian it yang
dipenanggungjawab  menetap-
kan harga siling dan memantau
harza barangan makanan di se-
tarih negara

cRetjasame ddengan KPDN-
HEF nwmbuzhkan hast) pada
bulan lal kebka harga ayvam
melebihi harga  siling  dan
masalah  kepaikan harga ba-
rangan kawalan ity berjaya di-
kawal,” katanya dalam sidang
akhbar di Pejabat Lembaga Pe-
masaran Pertanian Persckunian
(FAMA)Y lohor, di sind semalam,

Utusan  Malaysia  semalam

melaporkan, Presiden Persatu-
an Pengguna Subang dan Shah
Alam (CASSA), Datuk Dr. Jacob
George berkawa, harga hampir

a0 batang  measbabitkan
makanan dan binaan menurgkat
antara 15 hinggae 50 paratus se-
baik aktiviti rentas neceri dibu-
ka pada 11 Oktober Ll

Ujar beliau, dan segt ma-
kanan, peniingkatan  tersebul
dilbpsan  bordasarkan  kajian
CASSA diseloiuh negara khasn
yi di kawasan-kawasan poian-
congan yang lidak menolak ke-
mungkinan perkara itu berlaku
disebabkan orang ounai khu-
stisnya pemapa yang mahu me-
raih semuola kewangan mereka
selama Hdak dibenackan berop
erasi sebelim ind,

Ditanya  sama ada faktor
kekurangan bekalan menyebab-
kan harpa barangan natk, Roo-
ald menafikan perkara tersebul
menjadi faktor kepada perkara

’ . »

RONALD Kiandee (dua dari kiri) melihat produk makanan kelvaran FAMA sempena tinjauan Aktiviti Rantaian Pengeksportan P

Segar Malaysia ke Singapura di Pejabat FAMA, Johor Bahru, semalam, - MINGGUAN/RAJA JAAFAR ALL

itu herlaku.

"Mani seg bekadan, siva tak
rasa atla masalah dilaporkan.
Walaupun negara berdepan pan-
demik Covid-19. kita tidak per-
nah hadapi masalah kekurangan
bekalan malab ada tempat yang
Ierlaku Limbakan,” katanya,

Terdabulu, belivn membuat
tinjauan ke Pasar Tani [kun
Halimah di Larkin  schelum
meninjan Akriviti - [antaian
Pepgeksportan Prodok Pertam-
an Segar Malaysia Ke Singapura
di FAMA Johor.

Turut hadir ialah Pengerust
Fawatankuasa  Pertarian, o
dustrl Asps Tani dan Kemapuan
Luar Bandar negeri, Datuk Sam-
solbar famali dan Ketua Penga-
rali FAMA, Datuk Zainal Ahidin
Yang Razalli.

23 0
PEJABA

Ml LTI
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Utusannews@mediamulia.com.my JOHOR BAHRU: Kementerian Pertanian dan Industri Makanan akan mengadakan
perbincangan dengan Kementerian Perdagangan Dalam Negeri dan Ehwal Pengguna (KPDNHEP) dalam mengawal kenaikan
harga makanan. Menteri Pertanian dan Industri Makanan, Datuk Seri Dr. Ronald Kiandee berkata, perbincangan yang turut
melibatkan penggiat industri itu perlu diadakan bagi mengesan punca kenaikan harga berlaku selain mencari jalan penyelesaiar
agar pengguna tidak lagi terkesan.
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MAFI nafi berlaku penyelewengan benih padi di

MAFT nati berlaku
penyelewengan beni

padi di Kedah, Perlis

Kementerian
perjelas hanya
kurang bekalan
MR 297 diminta
pesawah

Oleh Mohamed Farid Noh
farid_noh@bh.com.my

Johor Bahru: Kementerian Per-
tanian dan Industri Makanan
{MAFI) menafikan berlaku
penyelewengan benih padi se-
hingega menjejaskan jadual ta-
naman lebih 50,000 pesawah di
Kedah dan Perlis.

Menterinya, Datuk Seri Dr
Ronald Kiandee, berkata masa-
lah vang berlaku di dua negeri
itu disebabkan pesawah malhu-
kan padi jenis MR 287 dan beka-
lan tidak mencukupi musim ini
berikutan permintaan tinggi.

“Isu yang berlaku itu tidak
serius seperti musim lalu. Ba-
hagian Kawal Selia Padi dan Be-
ras bersama agensi lain sudah
mengambil findakan periu bagi
mengatasi masalah yang diha-
dapi pesawal,” katanya.

Beliau berkata demikian pada
sidang media selepas sesi si-
dang video dengan Pesuruhjaya
Tinggi Malaysia ke Singapu-
ra bagi memperkasa eksport

agromakanan ke Singapura, di
FAMA Negeri Johor, di sini, se-
malam.

Selasa lalu, media melapor-
kan Badaun Bertindak Petaui
MADA mendakwa seckali lagi
herlaku kelewatan proses peng-
agihan benih padi kepada Periu-
buhan Peladang Kawasan (PPK)
sehingga melgejaskan jadual
penanaman membabitkan lebih
50,000 pesawah di Kedah dan
Perlis.

Pengerusinya, Che Auni Mat
Zain, mendakwa pi
haknva kecewa apa-

bila masalah peng-
agihan benih padi
masih berterusan

sejak tiga tahun kebe-
lakangan ini, selain
tiada  penyelesaian
diambil kerajaan me-
lalui MAFT.

Pada masa saima,
Ronald berkata, pe-
netapan harga siling
RM35 bagi setiap beg
ditetapkan bagi he-
nih padi sah (BPS) yang diambil
kementerian Februari lalu, ne-
ngurangkan isu penyelewengan
atau manipulasi benih padi.

Beliau berkata, penyelewe-
ngan benih padi ada berlaku se-
belum ini, namun isu itu sentiasa
dibaiki, termasuk dengan pene-
tapan hargasiling BPS, selain pe-
nahanau beberapa individu yang
memanipulasi dan menyeleweng
benih padi oleh Bahagian Kawal

A
Che Ani Mat Zain

Selia Padi dan Beras.

Selain itu, Ronald berkata,
harga barang makanan tidak
sepatutiuya dinaikkan ketika ini
berikutan stok makanan negara
kini melebihi permintaan

Malah, beliau berkata, berla-
ku lambakan produk makanan
niembabitkan sayuran, selain
tembikai dan nauas, sekali gus
menafikan faktor kekurangan
bekalan menyebabkan harga ba-
rangan makanan naik.

Presiden Persatnan Penggu-
na Subang dan Shah
Alam (CASSA), Da-
tuk Dr Jacob George,
gsebelum ini dilapor-
kan berkata, harga
hampir semua barang
membabitkan ma-
kanan dan binaan
meningkat antara 15
hingga 50 peratus se-
baik aktiviti rentas
negeri dibuka pada 11
Oktober lalu,

Mengulas menge-
nai Bajet 2022, Ronald
berkata, MAFI akan memfo-
kuskan pada penambalian pe-
runtukan bagi membangunkan
semula pengusaha kecil sektor
agromakanan hegara.

Katanya, ia membabitkan
penterniak, nelayan, peladang
dan petani kecil supaya mereka
dapat membangunkan semula
ekonomi serta perusahaan da-
lam sektor agromakanan yang
terjejas akibat wabak COVID-19.

REGION: KL

Page 10of 3
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Berita Harian Ahad, Malaysia

L g

gt ! ; A AT S : \&%
Ronaid (kiri) melihat produk FAMA untuk sumbangen MAFI Prihatin ketika lowatan kerja beliau ke FAMA Johor,
di Larkin, semalam. {loto Nur Aisyah Mazalan/BH)
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Kementerian perjelas hanya kurang bekalan MR 297 diminta pesawah

farid_noh@bh.com.my Johor Bahru: Kementerian Pertanian dan Industri Makanan {MAFI)} menafikan berlaku penyelewengan
benih padi sehingga menjsjaskan jadual tanaman lebih 50,000 pesawah di Kedah dan Perlis. Menterinya, Datuk Seri Dr Ronald
Kiandee, berkata masalah yang berlaku di dua negeri itu disebabkan pesawah mahukan padi jenis MR 297 dan bekalan tidak
mencukupi musim ini berikutan permintaan tinggi.“Isu yang berlaku itu tidak serius seperti musim lalu.
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MAFI nafi seleweng
punca benih tak cukup

Oleh MOHAMAD FAIZAL HASHIM

JOHOR BAHRU - Kementerian
Pertanian dan Industri Makanan
(MAFD) menyangkal dakwaan
berlakunya penyelewengan pem-
bekalan benih padi sehingga
menjejaskan  jadual tanaman
lebih 50,000 pesawah di Kedah
dan Perlis.

Menterinya, Datuk Seri
Dr. Ronald Kiandee berkata,
masalah itu berpunca daripada
permintaan tinggi varieti padi
MR297 sehingga menyebabkan
tidak mencukupi pada musim ini.

Menurutnya, Bahagian Kawal
Selia Padi dan Beras dan agensi
herkaitan sudah mengambil tin-
dakan bagl mengatasi masalah
tersebut.

“Isu benih padi yang dilapor-
kan di Kedah dan Perlis tidak se-
serius seperti musim lalu dan ia
lehih kepada isu varieti padi yang
dikehendaki pesawah.

“Kementerian sudah ambil
langkah perlu dan isu ini perlu
diambil tindakan segera bagi
mengelakkan masalah lebih be-
sar dihadapi pesawah, katanya.

Beliau berkata demikian pada

KERATAN Kosmo! 20 Oktober 2021,

sidang akhbar selepas sesi si-
dang video bersama Pesuruhjaya
Tinggi Malaysia ke Singapura
bagi memperkasa eksport agro-
makanan ke Singapura di Pejabat
Lembaga Pemasaran Pertanian
Persekutuan (FAMA) Johor di
sini semalam.

Pada Rabu lalu, Jabatan Per-
tanian memberi jaminan benih
padi mencukupi bagi keperluan
pesawah melaksanakan pena-
naman musim 2/2021 melibatkan
kawasan seluas 520,000 hektar di
Semenanjung.

Sehingga 10 Oktober lalu, se-
banyak 52,922.5 tan metrik henih
padi sedang dalam proses penge-
sahan dan jumlah itu mencukupt
untuk keperluan mengikut jadual
penanaman di Kedah dan Perlis
hingga akhir November ini.

Mengulas lanjut, Ronald

penanaman di Kedah dan Perlis pada muslm Ini.

berkata, penetapan harga siling
RM35 bagi setiap beg ditetapkan
Benih Padi Sah (BPS) pada Feb-
ruari lalu telah mengurangkan
isu penyelewengan benih padi.

“Kita tidak nafikan sebelum
ini berlaku penyelewengan benih
padi, namun isu itu bukan ba-
haru dan sentiasa diperbaiki ter-
masuk penetapan harga siling.

“Langkah ini dapat mengu-
rangkan isu penyelewangan, jadi
tiada ruang untuk manipulasi,’
yjarnya.

Akhbar sebelum ini melapor-
kan Badan Bertindak Petani di
kawasan Lembaga Kemajuan
Pertanian Muda mendakwa bet-
laku kelewatan proses pengagi-
han benih padi kepada Pertubu-
han Peladang Kawasan sehingga
menjejaskan fadual penanaman
melibatkan lebih 50,000 pe-
sawah di Kedah dan Perlis.

Pengerusinya, Che Ani Mat
Zain menjelaskan pihaknya kece-
wa apabila masalah pengagihan
benih padi masih berterusan se-
jak tiga tahun kebelakangan ini,
selain tiada penyelesaian diam-
bil kerajaan melalui kementerian *
berkaitan.

REGION: KL
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Lewat agih benih padi disebabkan
permintaan tinggi terhadap MR 297

Penetapan harga siling BPS berjaya kurangkan isu penyelewengan benih padi

JOHOR BAHRL: Masulah
kelewatan pengagihan benih
padi di Kedah dan Perlis
hingga didakwa menjcjaskan
lebih 30,000 perawah di dua
negeri itubukan disebabkan
penyelewengin, sebkaliknya
herpunca dacipada per-
miptaan tinggi terhadap
varicti benih padi MR 297
yang tidak mencukupi.

Muenteri Pervanian dan
Tnddustr Makanan Datuk Sen
Dr Bomald Kiandee berkata,
tindakan kerajaan menetip-
kan harga stling RAL3S bags
sefiap bey Benih Padi $ah
(BPS . selain penuhanan
Leherapa Individu, welah
berjaya mengueangkian isu
Pehyehewehzan atau maipu-
last benih pachi

“Isuoini tidok seserius
seperti musim alu Jdan i
lebih kepada isu vagieti padi
vang, dikchemdals pesawih
terhadap padi MR 207, seh-
iogea menyebabRan i tidak
mencukupi pady musing ini,
namun Bahagin Kawal Se-
liav Padi dan Beros hevanng

(9P perlu diambil tindakan dan
penyelesaian segera untuk elak masalah
lebih besar dihadapi pesawah. §9

Datuk Serl De Ronaid Nander
Herteni A e G I3t (0T

agensl dan kenenterion, su-
kil mengambil rindakan.
“la perlu diambil tindakan
dan penyelesaian segera un-
ik elak masulul febi besar
dihadapi pesawah,” katunya
kepada pemberita selepas
ses) sidang video dengan
Pesueuhjuva Tinggi Malavsia
ke Singaipura bagi memgper-
kasareksportigromakanan ke
Singapura. di Pejabar Fom-
baga Petmassran Pettanian
Persckutwan FAMA: Nopent
Jobtor, senwalam.
Untukyekod, variet benih
padi MARDIL SIRAJ (MR
207 yang diisynhar pady
Githwn 20 b mendapat sambu -
tan baik alelt pesawah, don
diangggurkan sebanyak 3.2

peratus pesiwith di Semenan -
g Malaysia menggunakan
viriell i,

[Pada Rabu lepas, media
mulapockin Jabatan Perta-
nen memberi janunan benth
padi mencukupi bagi keper-
luan pesawall melaksanalar
pemanaman musime 2 2021
di kawasan scluas 320,000
hektar i Setnenanjing.

Jabatan itu memaklunkan,
berdasirkan data hiogga 10
Okt lalu, sehanyak 52,0225
tan metrik benih padi sedany
Jdalam proses pengesahan,

[a susulan kenyataan
Pengerusi Badan Bertindak
Petani MADA Che Ani Mat
Zam pasda Selasa, mendakwa
sekali lagi berlibkw kelewman

RONALD

proses pengagihan benib padi
kepadi Pertububan Peladang
Rawasan (PPK;, sehingpa
menjeiaskan jadual pen-
amnman membabitkion Lehil
SHUOD pesawah dil Kedah
dun Perlis,

BPyalam perkembangan hiin,
onald berkala pihaknva
akan mengadakan perbin-
cangan dengan Kenenlarian

Perdagangon Dalam Neg-
vri dan Hat Ehwal 'eng-
guna (KPDNIEP: dan
pomain inclustri berhubung
isu kemsnkan hoarga barangan
makanan yang dilaparkan
bavu-baru ini.

Beliau herkata, perbincan-
g g perlu bagl slengesan
punca mavalah berkemin
berlaku selain mencari jalan
penyelesian aEF penpRgung
tidak lagi terkesan sckaly
gus dapal mengawal harga
produk makanan Ji negaro
m.

Mengulay mengenn Bajet
2002 vang dijngka diben-
Lingkau pada Jumaat depan
i Dewan Ralegar, Rowgald
berbarap pertntukan bum
kementerinny:s akan mem-
lokuskan kepada pemulinan
sektor agromakanan vang
wrjefas ckoran pandentik
COVID-1Y.

Bajet 2022 dijangka Jiben-
Lngkan oleh Mevtert Ke-
wingan Fengku | atuk Seri
Lalrul Teagku Abdul Aziz
-~ Beriinm
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24/10/2021 THE STAR

Kiandee: Padi seed problem being addressed

JOHOR BHARU: The mechanism for padi seed distribution to farmers nationwide will be further
improved to avoid delays, says Agriculture and Food Industries Minister Datuk Seri Dr Ronald
Kiandee.

“Several incidents have been reported in Kedah, but it is not because of a lack of seeds or delay in
the distribution, but due to the high demand for a specific variety of rice.

“The ministry views the distribution of the seeds as an important matter that needs to be solved
immediately to avoid it from being a big problem in the future,” he told a press conference at the
Johor Federal Agricultural Marketing Authority office during his two-day visit here yesterday.

Kiandee added that this was not a new problem with padi seed distribution and the ministry had
been working on it over the years.

He said the ministry had also set a ceiling price for padi seeds at RM35 for a 2kg bag to avoid price
manipulation,

“Previously, there were those who would hide the seeds and sell them at a higher price. Some have
also been arrested for doing so.

“However, the ministry has now set a ceiling price, and with that move, there is no room for
manipulation,” he said, adding that the ministry would continue to take measures to protect padi
farmers.

On Tuesday, Muda Agriculture Development Authority president Che Ani Mat Zain claimed that the
delay in padi seed distribution had affected some 50,000 farmers in Perlis and Kedah.

In a statement on Wednesday, the Agriculture Department said there were enough seeds for
farmers planting padi on 520,000ha of rice fields throughout the peninsula.

On another matter, Kiandee said his ministry would work closely with the Domestic Trade and
Consumer Affairs Ministry to look into the price hike of certain food products.

“We have a platform to discuss hikes in price of food,” he said.

“For instance, when the price of chicken went above RM10 per kg last month, we had a meeting
with the Domestic Trade and Consumer Affairs Ministry and industry players to solve the problem.”



He added that the food stockpile in the country was sufficient despite the Covid-1% pandemic.

Kiandee also said the agrofood industry was expected to grow at a rate of 4.5% a year under the
12th Malaysia Plan (12MP).

He added that the agriculture industry was projected to grow by 3.8% a year during the execution of
12MP and would contribute 7% to the country’s gross domestic product.
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Beluran tamu to be upgraded next May

Dr Ronald [left) handing over the MAFI Prihatin contribution to FAMA Director General Datuk Zainal
Abidin Yang Razalli.

BELURAN (Oct 24): The upgrading of the district’s tamu is expected to be completed by the middle
of May next year.

Agriculture and Food Industry Minister (MAFI) Datuk Seri Dr Ronald Kiandee said the project is a
collaboration between the Federal Agricultural Marketing Authority (FAMA) involving an allocation
of RM746,000 under the 12th Malaysia Plan (12MP).

“Continued efforts by FAMA in transforming the stalls in the tamu will benefit 170 existing
individuals who are doing business there. We hope that it can provide comfort to visitors in this
district as well as help small entrepreneurs to market their own produce.

“Once the upgrade is completed, the administration of the tamu will be handed over to the Beluran
District Council,” he said after a working visit to the tamu project on October 17.

Dr Ronald disclosed that two other tamus in the state, the one in Sook and the other in Kudat are
still under construction and expected to be completed in March 2022,

He added that FAMA had also identified the Tuaran tamu for upgrading in 2022.



According to him, the tamu upgrading projects were part of a program to strengthen the weekly
market’s retail network in Sabah and Sarawak with the aim of transforming the tamu without losing
its unique identity.

During the 11th Malaysia Plan {11MP), MAFI through FAMA allocated RM9.5 million to develop the
tamu retail network strengthening program in Sabah and Sarawak starting in 2016.

“As of September 2021, nine tamus have been upgraded, four are now operational while the
remaining five, including the Beluran tamu are still under construction,” he said.

The development of the tamu is part of FAMA’s function in strengthening the marketing of
agricultural products through the development of permanent marketing outlets to facilitate dealings
between entrepreneurs and visitors as well as local authorities.

The development of such permanent marketing outlets by FAMA is important and its effectiveness
can also be seen during the implementation period of the Movement Control Order where these
outlets have been allowed to operate as ‘Pasar Segar Terkawal’ according to SOPs set by the
National Security Council to ensure continuity of supply and efficient distribution of food in the
country.

According to Dr Ronald, so far 208 of the 312 Farmers’ Markets natiocnwide have started operating
and the rest will be implemented in stages until the end of this year.

He said that the re-opening of all Farmers’ Markets throughout the country will benefit more than
5,000 entrepreneurs who are expected to be able to generate sales value of up to RM110 million as
well as provide opportunities for 2.5 million customers to cbtain the agro-food preducts offered.

Earlier, Dr Ronald presented the MAFI Prihatin contribution to 500 residents on Pulau Kaniogan
Beluran, Pulau Bukit Besi and Pulau Ketabuan, who were all affected by the Covid-19 pandemic.

In total, from January to October 10, 2021, a total of 119,023 individuals have received contributions
through the MAFI Prihatin Program.

in more than 550 locations nationwide involving 10 departments and agencies under MAFI with an
assistance value of more than RM6 million.

Meanwhile, in Sabah alone, the implementation of MAFI Prihatin through FAMA has benefited 1,113
people in seven locations throughout the state with a total assistance value of RM 81,000.



&isentia

MARKET: Malaysia

24 OCT, 2021

5. o s
- ?

7.
R

AUTHOR: No author available

PHOTO: Full Color

The Sunday Post (Kuching}, Malaysia

ASR: MYR 3,109.00

SECTION: HOME PAGE:3 PRINTED SIZE: 228.00cm?
ITEM ID: MYQ045729734

Beluran tamu to be upgraded next May

REGION: KL

Page 1of 3

Beluran tamu to be upgraded next May

BELURAN: The upgrading cf the
district’s tamu is expected Lo be
campleted by the middle of May
next year,

Agriculture and Food Industry
Minister (MAFT) Datuk Seri Dr
Ronald Kiandee said the project
isa collaboration between the
Federal Agricultural Marketing
Authority (FAMA) involving an
allocation of RM746,000 under
the 12th Malaysia Plan (12ME).

“Continued efforts by FAMA
intransforming the stallsin the
tamu will benefit 170 existing
individuals who are doing
business there.

We hope that it can provide
comfort to visitors in this
district as well as help small
entrepreneurs Lo market their
awn produce.

“Once the upgrade is
completed, the admninistration of
the tamu will be handed overto

the Beluran District Council.” he
said afier a working visit to the
tamu project on October 17.

Dr Ronald disclosed that two
other tamus in the state, the one
in Scok and the other in Kudat
are still under construction and
expected to be completed in
March 2022

He added that FAMA had also
identified the Tuaran tamu for
upgrading in 2022

According to him, the tamu
upgrading prajects were part
of a program to strengthen the
weekly market's retail network
in Sabah and Sarawak with
the aim of transforming the
tamu without losing its unique
identity.

During the 11th Malaysia Plan
MMP}, MAFI through FAMA
allocated RMa.s million to
develop the tamu retail network
strengthening program in Sabah

and Sarawak starting in 2016,

“As of September 2021, nina
tamus have been upgraded, four
are now operational while the
remaining five, including the
Beluran tamu are still under
construction,” he said.

The development of the tamu
is part of FAMA's function in
strengthening the marketing of
agricultural products through
the development of permanent
marketing outlets to facilitate
dealings between entrepreneurs
and visitors as well aslocal
authorities,

The development of such
permanent marketing cutlets
by FAMA isimporrant and its
affectiveness can also be seen
during the implementation
period of the Movement Control
Order where these outlets have
been allowed to operate as Pasar
Segar Terkawal according to

SOPs set by the National Security
Council to ensure continuity of
supply and efficient distribution
of foocd in the country.

According te Dr Renald,
so far208 of the 312 Farmers’
Markets natianwide have started
operating and the rest will be
implemented in stages until the
end of this year.

He said that the re-opening of
all Farmers’ Markets throughout
the country will benefit more
than §.000 entrepreneurs who are
expected to be able to generate
sales value of up to RM1I0 million
as well as provide opportunities
for 2.6 million custamers to
abtain the agro -food products
offered.

Earlier, Dr Ronald presented
the MAFI Prihatin contribution
to 500 residents on Pulau
Kaniogan Beluran, Pulau Bukit
Besi and Pulau Ketabuan, who
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Dr Ronald (left} handing over the MAFI Prihatin contribution to EAMA Direc-
tor General Datuk Zainal Abidin Yang Razaili.

were ali affected by the Covid-19
pandemic.

In total, from January to
Qctober10, 2021, 2 total of 19,023
individuals have received
contributions through the MAFI
Prihatin Program.

in more than s5¢ locations
nationwide involving 10

departments and agencies under
MAF! with an assistance value of
more than RM& million.
Meanwhile, in Sabah alane, the
impiementation of MAF! Brihatin
through FAMA has benefited
1113 people in seven locations
throughout the state with a total
assistance value of RM 81,000.
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BELURAN: The upgrading of the district's tamu is expected to be completed by the middie of May next year. Agriculture and
Food Industry Minister (MAFI) Datuk Seri Dr Ronald Kiandee said the project is a collaboration between the Federal Agricultural
Marketing Authority (FAMA) involving an allocation of RM746.000 under the 12th Malaysia Plan {12MP)."Continued efforts by
FAMA in transforming the stalls in the tamu will benefit 170 existing individuals who are doing business there.
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BELURAN (Oct 24): One thousand farmers and local residents of the district’s farmers’ association
received a total of RM100,000 assistance from the National Farmers’ Organization (NAFAS) to ease
their burden due to the Covid-19 pandemic.

Each of the recipients received RM100 each.

Agriculture and Food Industry Minister Datuk Seri Dr Ronald Kiandee in his speech at the event on
October 17 expressed his appreciation to NAFAS for its continued concern to the farmers as well as
the local community, especially during the Covid-19 pandemic.

“In the face of the current situation where the pandemic is still not over, it is hoped that the
assistance provided can to some extent help reduce the burden of recipients today.

“The Prihatin Peladang NAFAS Initiative is also in line with the Ministry of Agriculture and Food
Industry (MAFI) to ensure the welfare of the needy, especially among farmers, breeders and
fishermen is always given priority,” he said at the Prihatin Peladang NAFAS Initiative event organized
at the Pertubuhan Peladang Kawasan Beluran.



In total, NAFAS has allocated a contribution of more than RM1 million on the principles of corporate
social responsibility (CSR) for the Prihatin Peladang Initiative which will benefit nearly 10,000 families
who will receive between RM100 to RM200 each.

The contribution is also part of NAFAS’ business tithe contribution to the less fortunate among its
members and the local community.

Contributions under the Prihatin Peladang initiative to help the target group, especially among
farmers, livestock farmers and fishermen was implemented by NAFAS in stages throughout the
country beginning of this year.

The organization of this program is to show the NAFAS' commitment in ensuring that profit from its
business activities is shared for the henefit of farmers and those in need.

Dr Ronald in his speech said that NAFAS as an institution that leads the movement of Farmers’
Organizations must continue to be strengthened to become a viable business body as well as build a
competent and competitive Farmers’ Organization movement.

“l am confident and believe that Farmers’ Organizations at all levels will continue their main function
in providing quality and dynamic services as well as continue to strive to be actively involved in the
entire value chain of the country’s rice industry, exploring value-added and downstream activities,
especially with modern and digital technology, productivity is maximized and income can be
increased,” he said.

According to him, this is important so that a more sustainable business model can be created to give
better returns to the target group.

“| always follow the performance of the Farmers’ Organizations from time to time and will support
any effort to further strengthen them into a viable entity in the country’s agro-food industry,” he
added.

NAFAS’ Board of Directors member, Datuk Zainal Abidin Yang Razalli said almost 10,000 families
nationwide have received benefits totalling RM1.01 million from the NAFAS Prihatin Peladang
corporate social responsibility (CSR) programme.He said the contribution was part of the distribution
of NAFAS’ business zakat wakalah (representative) to zakat recipients comprising members and local
communities.

“NAFAS is always concerned and view seriously measures to ease the burden of the needy and low-
income families especially more so when the country is still facing the Covid-19 pandemic,” he
said.Zainal Abidin said NAFAS had also planned programmes and formulated new business maodels to
ensure continuity.

These include taking up MAFI's proposal to be involved in its Large-Scale Smart Padi (Smart SBB})
programme, he said.“Through the Smart SBB approach, NAFAS can boost the income of padi farmers
by increasing production.

“This means, NAFAS had and will move from the traditional business model such as supplying
fertilisers, pesticides and others to the aspect of plantation and also Smart SBB,” he said.
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