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WITHOUT
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Egg shortage
hits Labuan’s
grocery stores

LABUAN: Grocery stores across
the duty-free island here are facing -
an.on-shelf shortage of eggs, as
Sabah’s suppliers have reduced
the supply quota from weekly to
monthly. '

Labuan Veterinary Services
Department (VSD) director Dr

" Marysia James Abie said the
almost two-week shortage was
due to-Sabah VSD's direciive to
local egg producers (poultry
farms) to reduce export volume
since Aug20. ¢

“The supply of eggs in Sabah is
dwindling due to demand from
.domestic consumers exceeding
the production,” she said to
Bernama yesterday.

Marysia said following the
directive, the export volume to
Labuan has been reduced from
500,000 eggs weekly to™500,00
eggs monthly. '

“This is only temporary as we
have liaised with our coyunterpart
in Sabah te assist ug in resolving
the shortage, and we were told the
poultry farms in Sabah are
increasing the production,’ she
said. :

Marysia said another solution
is to allow Sarawak and the
peninsula to export eggs to the
island. “We expect the supply to

_return to normal jn the next one to
two weeks. We hope the consumer
can understand the situation and
we will do our part to resalve this
shortage,” she said.

" " Bernama was told the egg
supply has dwindled in Sabah as
the Covid-19 pandemic has
confined people to their homes
and stoked a panic-buying frenzy.

Most chicken and poultry
farms -agree the pandemic was a
factor in people’s decisions to be
more self-sufficient in food
sourcing. - Bernama
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100 pasaf tani opened
in Phase 2 states

JASIN: Some 100 of 312 farmers’ matr-
kets (pasar'tani) have opened in
states under Phase Two of the Na-
tional Recovery Plan and this in-

- volves about 4,000 traders, said Fed-
eral Agricultural Marketing Author-
ity board member Datuk Ghazale
Muhamad. He said the opening of
the farmers’ markets was for seven
commoditiesiallowed for sale: fruits,
vegetables, seafood, meat, processed
chicken, groceries, small- and medi-
um-scale industry, products as well
as packaged food and beverages.
“For now, only Kedah and Johor
have not been allowed to start op-
erating farmers’ markets as these
states are still under Phase One,” he
said after visiting the Jasin farmers’
market here on Wednesday. Berna-
o !
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ALAM pada Idta

menyekutukan

radioaktf kepada

perkara perkara

negatif, sebaliloya
ada kebaikan sampingan
yang memberi manfaat dalam
sektor sektor tertentu,

I[ni yang cuba dibultikan
daripada industri nadir bumi
yang menjadi isu satu ketika
dulu.

NMadir bumd (rare earth)
merujuk kepada sekumpulan
17 unsur kimia yang wujud
secara semulajadidalam
kerak bumi tetapi sukar
dikeluarkan.

12 merupakan elemen
vang penting dalam
inovasi teknologi hijau
memandangkan dunia
termasukdah Malaysia muila
beralih kepada ekonomi yang
berasaskan teknologi bersih.,

Ketika ini, China adalah
pengeluar utama nadir bumi
dengan anggaran 97 peratus
daripada pengeluaran global,

Menurut secrang
penyelidik Program Sains
Tanah dan Air Institut

+Penyelidikan Pertanian
Malaysia (MARDI), Faridah
Manaf, dengan gaya hidup
digital pada masa Ini,
penyelidikan nadir bumi -
dilihat berpotensi mengubah
landskap industri pembuatan
terutamanya dalam
menfana dan mengukuhkan
ekonomi negara. Daldm
pada masa yang sama
dapat mengurangkan
kebergantungan kita kepada
pembekal daripada luar.

Namun, beliau menegaskan
amat penting untuk
memastikan semua peraturan
yang dikuat kuasa mestilab

'Nadir bumi mampu ubah
landskap industri pembuatan

FARIDAH MANAF

dipatuhi dan prosedur
operasi standard (SOP) untuk
penyelidikan nadir bumi

ini mestilah di

terlebih dahulu,

Ia sebagai garis panduan
atau piawaian untuk
penyelidikan dalam bidang
berlenaan sekiranya kajian ini
dijalankan di negara ini.

Dalam pada itu, isu
CondiSail sebenarnya lebih
kepada bahan sisa yang
terhasil daripada industri
nadir bumi.

Condiscil adatah
produk perapi tanah yang
telah dibanglnkan oleh
Lynas Malaysia Sdn. Bhd.
menggunakan campuran dua
bahan sampingan utama (sisa)
yang terhasil daripada proses
pengekstrakan nadir bumi
initu Water Leach Purification
(WLF) dan Neutralization

Underflow (NUF) bersama-
sama bahan organik
konvensional.

Menurut Faridah, kedia-
dua bahan jaitu WLP dan NUF
kaya dengan unsur nutrien
yang diperlukan oleh tanah
iaitu magnesium (Mg) dan
juga kalsium sulfat (Ca504)
atau disebut sebagai gypsum.

Berdasarkan Jatar belakang
projek, katanya, pada 4
Disember 2018, keputusan
Kementerian Tenaga, Sains,
Teknologi, Alam Sekitar dan
Perubahan Iklim (MESTECC)

WNDmmewmm

berdasarkan laporan
Jawatankuasa Eksekutif
Penilaian Operasi Lynas
Advanced Materials Plant
(LAMP) di Gebeng, Pahang
menetapkan bahawa kajian
penyelidikan kitar sermula sisa.
hanya dibenarkan untuk NUF
sahaja yang merupakan bahan
bukan radioaktif. 3

Kajian yang melibatkan
sisa-WLP yang mengandungi
bahan radicakbif tidak lagi
dibenarkan.

MARDI pula, katanya, ddak
terlibat secara lanigsung dalam

penyelidikan pembangunan
{R&D) produk CondiSoil.

penyelidikan CondiSoil
tersebut penting
bagi memastikan
dan menilai produk
itu dapat digunakan
dengan selamat dan
mematuhi semua syarat
yang ditetapkan; sekiranya ia
‘beleh dikomersialkan sebagai
produk pertanian selepas
mendapat kebenaran,
Berdasarkan kajian,
CondiSoil menunjukkan
potensi yang sesual untuk
menjadi bahan alternatif
kepada kapur dan baja tahi
ayam (chicken manure) yang
digunakan sebagai amalan
semasa di tanah bris (tanah

. untuk produkiiviti tanaman)

pada masa ini.

Ini kerana ia mempunyai
beberapa ciri yang sesuai
untuk dijadikan sebagai
bahan perapi tanah iaitu nilai
PH yang tinggi, kandungan
lembapan yang bail dan
kandungan kalsium (Ca} yang
tinggi.

TAHAP BERKESAN

Tujuan kajian CondiSoil
sebelum ini adalah melinat
tahap keherkesanannya
sebagal bahan perapi untuk

tanah bris.
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» Scandium,
» Yttrium

» Lanthanum

» Cerium

» Praseodymium
» Neodymium
» Promethium
» Samarium

Europium
Gadolinlum
Terbium
Holmium

u

o

» Dysprosium
» Erbium
Thulium
Ytterbium
» Lutetium

= v

Tanah bris dikategorikan
sehagai salah gatu tanah
bermasalah di negara ini
selain tanah gambut dan
tanah asid sulfat.

“Masalah utama tanah
bris ialah nilal pH tanah yang
rendah, kadar resapan yang
tinggi serta struktur tanahnya
yang lemah menyebabkan
air dan kebanyakan
nutrien yang diperlukan
oleh tanah tidak dapat
bertahan dalam tanah
jenis itu dalam tempoh masa
yang lama.

“Keadaan ini menyebabkan
alktiviti pertanian di tanah
bris memerlukan kuantiti
dan kekerapan input (seperti
kapur dan baja) yang tinggi
berbanding tanah mineral
yang lain;* ujarnya.

Hasil kajian skala kecil
yang dijalankan sebelum
ini menunjukkan CondiSoil
mempunyai keupayaan
untuk meningkatkan nilai pH
tanah, kandungan organik
serta mengurangkan kadar
penyusupan tanah bris.

Hasil tanaman turut
menunjukkan peningkatan
yang signifikan berbanding
amalan semasa yang

igunakan

Sepanjang kajian, program
pemantauan persekitaran
(environmental menitoring
progranme) dari segi
kandungan logam berat
dan kandungan radioaktif
turut dijalankan secara
teliti di semua lokasi kajian,
pada sampel tanah, air dan
tanaman.

Tujuan pemantauan
tersebut adalah bagi
memastikan dan memantau
sekiranya terdapat

o
' N T

'counlsml. dlsum pﬂlmﬁmﬂmm

PENGGUN.
pengumpulan (accumulation)
bahan-bahan tersebut iaitu
logarn berat dan Tadioaktf
dalam rantaian makanan *
bermula dari pemantauan
dari dalam tanah sehingga ke
pengambilan cleh tanaman
yang digunakan dalam kajian
ini.

Hasil pemantavan yang
telah dijalankan menunjukkan
tiada pengnmpulan bahan-
bahan tersebut sama ada
di dalam tanah mahupun
tanaman yang digunakan
dalam kajian tersebut.

Namun, menurut Faridah,
jila kajian CondiScil ini
dapat diteruskan sekali pun,
MARDI berpendapat kajian

Condisoll diuji pada tanaman m

lanjut masih diperlukan notuk
melihat keberkesanannya
dalam aktiviti pertanian,

KATIAN DUA MUSIM

Ini kerana kajian yang
dijalankan sebelum ini hanya
melibatkan dua musim sahaja.

Menurut Faridah, tempoh
masa yang diperlukan bagi
mendapat data berkaitan
yang lebih stabil dan
membaolehkan sebarang
keputusan dan penelitian
selanjutnya dibuat, sekiranya
CondiSoil dibenarkan untuk
pengkomersialan sekurang-
kurangnya lima musim.

Dalam penyelidikan
tersebut, MARD] hanya

-

berperanan pada peringkat
penilaian keberkesanan
produk CondiSoil sebagai
perapi tanah {soil conditioner)
di lapangan yang melibatkan
kajian skald kecil di Stesen
MARDI Cherating, Pahang
untuk beberapa tanaman
terpilih seperti rumpnut napier,
jagung dan kelapa.

MARDI terlibrat dalam’
penyelidikan Condisoil
hermula 2016 sehingga
2017 bersama Universiti
Kebangsaan Malaysai (UKM)
dan Agens Nuklear Malaysia
untuk program pemantauan
perseldtaran.

Ta bagi analisis yang
melibatkan alam sekitar iaitu

= S L

penilatan logam berat dan
kandungan radioaktif dalam
semua sampel air, tanah dan
tanaman yang diuji dalam
kajian di lapangan.

Projek itu meibatkan tujuh
penyelidik daripada MARDI
dan tiga daripada UKM,

Peranan MARDI hanyalah
pada skap yang melibatkan
agronomi iaitu kajian
pedingkatan kesuburan tanah
bris dan juga pengeluaran
hasil tanaman menggunakan
produk yang diuji.

Beliau berkata, seperti
yang ditekankan sebelum
ini dan semua pihak telah
akur berkenaan keputusan
MESTECC iaitu Malaysia tidak
boleh lagi memfokuskan
kepada CondiScil-

Ini kerana ia mengandungi
sisa WLP yang tidak lagi
dibenarlan uniil aktiviti kajian.

Namun, dari segi bidang
pertanian terutamanya,
MARDI berpendapat,
momentumn dan usaha
penyelidikan CondiSoil yang
dijalankan sebelum ini jaitn
sebelum keputusan MESTECC
dikeluarkan, berpotensi
diteruskan dan difokuskan
hanya pada kajian sisa NUF
sahaja.

NUF dibenarkan untuk
kajian jangka masa panjang
dengan syarat ia mematuhi
semua garis panduan yang
ditetapkan oleh kerajaan.

Bahan NUF yang kaya
dengan unsur magnesium
(Mg) ini dilihat berpotensi
untuk menjadi alternatif
kepada mineral kieserfte yang
sepenuhnya diimport cleh
Malaysia sebagai sumber Mg
dalam industr] pertanian,

Y
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Komited kukuhkan sektor pertanian, PKS

Kuala Lumpur: Agrobank
terus komited untuk menyo-
kong pembangunan taraf
sosioekonomi rakyat Mala-
ysia menerusi pelbagai ini-
siatif dan program keusa-
hawanan yang dibangunkan
khusus untuk memulihkan
ekonomi serta perniagaan
bagi golongan yang terkesan
sepanjang tempoh pande-
mik Covid-19,

Penanggung Tugas Presi-
den dan Ketua Pegawai Ek-
sekutifnya, Khadijah Iskan-
dar berkata, sebagai sebuah
Institusi Kewangan Pemba-
ngunan (IKP), fokus utama
Agrobank adalah untuk me-
ngukuhkan sektor pertani-
an dan membangunkan
usahawan perusahaan kecil
dan sederhana (PKS).

Ia termasuk komuniti
yang terpinggir dan kurang
mendapat perhatian seperti
golongan B4o, wanita, orang
kurang upaya dan asnaf me-

nerusi program-program
pembangunan sosial .yang
dibentuk khas untuk me-
mastikan nasib komuniti ini
terus terjaga dan dibela.
“Ini bertujuan memasti-
kan supaya komuniti ini te-
rus dibantu dan mampu
meningkatkan status sosio-

w

Ini bertujuan
memastikan supaya
komuniti ini terus
dibantu dan mampu
meningkatkan status
sosioekonomi semasa
mereka terutamanya
dalam keadaan negara
yang kini beralih ke fasa
endamik Covid-19”

Khadijah Iskandar

¢konomi semasa mereka te-
rutama dalam keadaan ne-
gara vang kini beralih® ke
fasa endamik Covid-19 ka-
tanya dalam kenyataan.
Beliau berkata demikian
bagi mengulas kenyataan
Menteri Kewangan, Tengku
Datuk Seri Zafrul Tengku
Abdul Aziz yang menyaran-
kan IKP memberikan soko-
ngan penuh kepada negara
dalam tempoh pemulihan

ini dengan memainkan pe-
ranan strategik dan penting
dengan memulih dan me-
melibara kapasiti perniaga-
an serta menyediakan pel-
bagai peluang.
Menurutnya, Agrobank
suflah membantu ramai
usahawan menerusi Dana
Pembiyaan Mikro Kredit
yang berjumlah RM350 juta
menerusi Pelan Jana Semula
Ekonomi Negara (Penjana)
kepada komuniti agro ter-
jejas akibat pandemik itu,
bank itu.sudah menyalur-
kan bantuan berkenaan
pada Jun tahun lalu:
“Setakat 31 Julai 2021, Ag-
robank sudah meluluskan
pembiayaan sebanyak

% RMz00.4juta di bawah pem-

biayaan AgroMakanan

Penjana yang memba-
bitkan kira-kira lebih
16,000 usahawan da-
ripada komuniti Ag-
ro, katanya.
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PPIK gesa siasat harga
ayam naik kerana dedak

Kota Bharu: Persatuan
Pengguna Islam Kelantan
(PPIK) menggesa pihak ber-
kuasa menyiasat dakwaan
kononnya peningkatan kos
dedak dan anak ayam me-
nyebabkan kenaikan me-
lambung harga ayam di pa-
saran sekarang ini.’

Yang Dipertuanya, Datuk
Seri Dr Mohd Fared Abdul
Ghani berkata, hasil tinja-
uan PPIK terhadap peniaga,
pemborong, pembekal dan
penternak mendapati ala-
san berkenaan dilihat se-
akan satu muslihat pemain
industri ayam bagi menaik-
kan harga. :

“Kerajaan tidak seharus-.

nya melayan alasan konon-
- nya kenaikan harga ayam
itu disebabkan peningkatan
kos dedak dan anak ayam
sedangkan perbezaan harga
di pasaran sangat tidak se-

imbang.

“Amat ketara sekali per-
bezaan harga antara pasar
raya besar, pasar raya, pasar
basah awam sehinggalah pe-
runcit di tepi jalan maka ti-
dak munasabah jika alasan
itu menyebabkan harga ayam -
naik melambung dan tidak
seimbang,” katanya dalam
kenyataan di sini, semalam.

Mohd Fared berkata, pi-
haknya berharap kerajaan

‘tidak mengambil masa la-
*.Tha menyelesaikan masalah

berbangkit itu kerana ia
menjadi isu pengguna di se-
Yuruh negara. '
Menurutnya, kerajaan
melalui Kementerian Per-
dagangan Dalam Negeri
dan Hal Ehwal Pengguna
(KPDNHEP) perlu segera
turun padang bagi menda-
patkan maklutat sebenar
berhubung isu-berkenaan.
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© Peruntukan menerusi NADMA untuk bantuan persediaan bencana

Oleh Siti Alsyah Narudio

KOTA KINABALU:
Kerajaun Persehutuan
menerusi Agensi
Pengurusan Bencana
Negura (NADMA)
menyampaikan
perunivkan berjunilah
RM{8.2 juip untuk
baotuan persedinan
bencana di negeri ini.

erdann Memeri Datuk
Seri lamail Sabri Yaakoh
menyampaikan replika
cek peruntukan berkenoan
Kepada Ketua Mentert
Datuk Seri Punghima
Hajiji Haji Nowr selepas
mengikuti taklimat
serta pembentangan
penbanpunan negerd di
Moenary Kimabalu Ji sim
semalam.

Isoail bevkata, keperluan
pemibapgunan Sabah akan
terus dibwri perhatian
termazuk kxutamaan
cialam pelak<anaan projek
pembangunan untuk rokyat
seperti kemudahian sekalih
dan infrastrukiur.

Beliauw turut maklum
berhubung kejadion tanah
rumtih dkan banjir yung
melanda belwerapa dacraly
twerikutan cusca buruk
vong mclanda neged i
kelimarin.

Sehubungan i
katanya, kerajaar skan
nempertimbangkan
untuk menyafurkan lebih

Pramyak dang weratma
vtk dacrah Penampang
yang menanggung jumlah
Kervnakan vang ting
akibut bencani.

Nes taklimat berkenaan
disampaikan aleh
Setrausatia Keraman Negen

-
e
i
A

Datuk Seri Panglima Safar
Cntoug,.

Lawatan rasmi lsmail ke
Sabah adalah vang pertama
sclepa belidu secany rusmi
menjadi Perdang Menteri
pada 21 Ogos jepas.

Beliau melancarkan

e

i
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PERUNTUKAN: Ismoil {tigs kiri} menyampaikan replika cek peruntukan bencans negeri kepada Hajlji (tiga hanan) selepas tohli
Bung (dus kanan} don Safar (kansn].

sambutan Hare Malavsia
yang diadakan mengikat
pematohan ketat prosedur
opwerast standard (SOP)

i Pusal Konvensyen

Antarabangsa Sabah (SICC

di sini malam tadi
Turut mengiring

hark

Turut kelihatan

Betan Menter di Jubaran
Perdana Munten (Hol
Ehwal Satah dan Sarawak
Pratuk Seri Fanglina

Dr. Maximus Onglkili;
Menteri Komunikasi

dan Multimedio Ton

Srr Aunuar Musa dan

Menteri Perrnnian dan
Frndustre Makanan Datuk
Sern Panglima Dr. Ronald
Koundee

Twrut hasdir, Timbalan
Retua Menteri wngkap
Munteri Kerjn Raya Datuk
Sert Bung Moktar Radin,
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SUMMARIES

O Peruntukan menerusi NADMA untuk bantuan persediaan bencana

KOTA KINABALU: Kerajaan Persekutuan menerusi Agensi Pengurusan Bencana Negara (NADMA) menyampaikan peruntukan
berjumlah RM18.2 juta untuk bantuan persediaan bencana di negeri ini. Perdana Menteri Datuk Seri [smail Sabri Yaakob
menyampaikan replika cek peruntukan berkenaan kepada Ketua Menteri Datuk Seri Panglima Haijiji Haji Noor selepas mengikui
taklimat serta pembentangan pembangunan negeri di Menara Kinabalu di sini semalam.
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PM: More than RM18 min for disaster management in Sabah

KOTA KINABALL: The Tederal
government through  the
National Disaster Management
Agency (Nadma) has allecated
more than RM18 24 million wa help
Sabah manage caunier measures
against disasters Lo ensure the
welfare of those affected is
always protecied.

Frime Minister Datuk Serl
lsmail Sabri Yaakob said the
allacation would be wsed for
buyng 2000 units of Food Kits
AMi60,000), 2500 units of C-
Tents (RMa61250), as well as
the opperations of the Stare
Disaster Management Comminee
i{RM20000), operations of 22
districts  under the Disaster
Management Committen
{(RMLigooo0)  and  Covid-19
operalians management {RM16
miliion)

°I hope part of this ailecalion
gan be used to manage disasiers
and ease the burden of victims
of the landslide in Penampang,
Sabah yasterday (Wednesday)

1 alse sympatlise with the
families of those who Jost their
Tives,” he added

He said this in a statement
after presenting o mock cheque
cn the allocation to Sabah
Chief Minister Datuk Sert Hajijl

e
Madslang. — Bertama phato

Noor at Manara Kinabalu here
yesterday.

Earlier, Ismail Sabri
attended a briefing on Sabah's
development, in the presence of
Cammunicaticnsand Multimedia
Mimister Tan Sri Annuar Musa,

PM: More than RM18 min for disaster
management in Sabah

=

Ismall Sabri {second left) meeting with residents whose homes weare damaged during the landslide at Kampung

Minister in the Prime Minister's
Department {Sabah and Sarawak
Aftairs) Datuk Seri Dr Maximus
Ongkhili. Agriculture and Food
Indusiries Minister Datuk Seri
Dr Ronald Kiandes and state
cabinet ministers

The prime minister also said
the government has agreed to
ihcrease the eompassionate aid
(Bantuan Wang lhsan or BWI)
from RMs00 toe RMigoo for
each househcld affected during
the northeast monsoon, or other

Page 1 of 2

disasters declared by the Central
Disaster Management Commlites
{JPRD).

He said the matter was decided
in the JPBF meeting chaired by
hirm on Sept 1z

He said the assistance was
among the new approaches
taken by the government in an
effort o improve management
and preparedness Lo face the
northeast menscon. which is
expected to lake place from
early November unl:irthe and af
March zozz, involving Lhe east
coast states, Johar, Sabah and
Sacawak

“The provision of thisassistance
ks not a form af compensation
for damage to the heme and
property suffered by the victim.
but to ease the burden barne by
them This initistive is expected
ta ease che burden of mare than
39108 households, involving an
allacation of more than RM3igs
million  from the National
Disaster Reliof Trust Fund.”

Ismail Sabri said the decision to
increase the aid alsodemenstrated
the gavernment’s concern for Lhe
victims of the disaster, coupled
with the economie impact faced
by the people due to the Covid19
pandernic. — Barnawma
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PM: More than RM18 min for disaster
management in Sabah

Borneo Post {Kuching), Malaysia
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KOTA KINABALU: The federal government through the National Disaster Management Agency (Nadma) has allocated more th:
RM18.24 million to help Sabah manage counter measures against disasters to ensure the welfare of those affected is always
protected. Prime Minister Datuk Seri |smail Sabri Yaakob said the allocation would be used for buying 2,000 units of Food Kits
{RMIBG,000), 2,500 units of CTents (RM96i,250), as well as the operations of the State Disaster Management Committee {RMZ2(
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.reaadyforharmt: Ates

Seri Perlis 2 flats In Kampung,

Keramat, Kuala Lumpur gathering crops
from a neighbourhood garden project.

_“_\Asﬂ‘mol'e peob'l&.’tzy their hand at urban fan'mng durlng these trying tlmes,
Rolge.yat@ regufate the activity bee;g 1es a guide for them to learn about
_managmg eem’mumty tarms in an orga léed and sustainable manner. >2&3 -
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R&RS REOPEN

More than 80% of PLUS Malaysia
Bhd (PLUS) buslness partners at
its rest and service areas (R&R)
have been fully vaccinated, in com-
pliance with the Natlonal Security
Council's (NSC) vaccination stand-
ard operating procedure, and are
now ready 1o serve highway cus--
tomers at seven R&Rs and |ay-bys
along PLUS highways.

MUSICAL FOUNTAIN

The Laman Budaya Musical
Fountain In Jalan Indah, Section
14, Shah Alarm will be open start-
ing today (Sept 17) on Fridays,
Saturdays and Sundays. Vishtors
can enjoy fountain shows, includ-
ing music & coloured lights frog)
£.30pm ta 5.30pm. Only those
wha are fully vaccinated will be
allowed and visitors are reminded
1o adheve to Covid-19 standard
aperating pracedures,

PHOTOGRAPHY CONTESTS
> Perak Department of
Environment Is holding a pho-
tography competition in ¢onjunc-
tion with Natlonal Environment
Day. The campetition is open ta all
school and tertiary education siu-
dents. Daadline for submission is
Nov 30, For detailg, visit the
department’s Jabatan Alam
SekItar Facebook page
> The Shah Alam Photography
petivon is open to Mal:
aged 78 and above, Categories
include iconic buildings In Shah
Alam, council agsets, nature, new
norm eulture and |ifestyle,
Deadline ko register is Nov 1. To
download entry farms, visit
hips:fbit. ly/3darAZ.

HAPPINESS WORKSHOP

Art of Living is hosting a free
Health and Happiness Workshop
During the experiential session,
participents will learn tips to man-
age emations and de-stress natu-
rally using breath. The event Is on
Sept 19, from 5pm to 6pm via
Zaom. To reglster, visit https://bit
Iyr3hq@AXo and for details, call
011-3660 0669, 019-271 9126 or
014-9482 334

COUNCIL MATTERS

> Kuala Langat Municipal Council
{MPKL} is offering up to 80% dis-
count on parking-related offences
fram now until Sept 9, 2022. The
public can check their compounds
via the Smart Selangor Parking
app and pay at MPKL counters,
Jompay or online, For details, call
03-3181 1809 or visit www.mpk|

gov.my
= Shah Alam City Council Is open-
ing reservations of its halls for
sports and recreational activities.
Only 1hase who are fully vaccinat-
ad will be allowed in and face
masks must be worn before and
after the activities. Activities
allowed Include badmintan,
sepak takraw, taekwondo, silat,
Zumba; netball and volieyball. For

The Taman Tun Dr [smail project has a vegetable garden and a variety of

fruit trees.

Vegetables are planted in a systematic and tidy manner at the premises
of Seri Perlis 2 flats.

Groups welcome timely
urban farming guideline

Policy allows those starting out to develop a suitable plan

By VIJENTHI NAIR
vijenthi@thestar.com.my

URBAN fa is growing
ularity, ly Tiow durmg
Covid-19 pandemic.

Many peaple are spending more
time at home and taking up farm-
ing as a regourceful hobby, while
s0me are also earning an income
from selling the lKmdun:e

While the authorities encourage
the activity, some farms are being
cultivated in areas that are not
meant for such projects, thus dis-
rupting the s

To regulate the activity, Housing
and Local Government Ministry
launched the Urban Community
Farming Policy (UCFP) on Aug 3 as
a guide for individuals or s
interested in pursulng such pro-
Jects,

The National Ldndscape
Department, an agency under the
ministry, is the policy executioner.

Its director-general Rotina Mohd
Daik said that despite a high nam-
ber of urhan gardens, the commu-
nitfes that managed them lacked

details, visit hitp:/fwww.mbsa gov.

my
> Kuala Selangor ratepayers can
now use the new iP3KS online ser-
vlce for various services including
to check and pay assessment
fees, cormpounds, community hall
haoking and renew licences. For
details, visit https:/fip3ks mdks
goemys

> Subang Jaya City Councll has a
mobile app for public complaints
such as double parking, illegal
dumping, flood and fallen trees,
The Aduan Awam MBS.J app is
availlable on Android and 134 plat-
forms. Users must register at
My@MESJ before using the app

Urban Community Farming Spaces

Urban farms can be developed in any avea but must adhere to:
»Town and Country Planning Act (Act 172)
> Sireet, Drainage and Buliding Act 1974 (Act 133)

Allowed Not allowed

2 Housing. ates o Children’s playground

» Infrastructure/utility « Nelghbourhood
reserve land recreational field

= Abandoned green area » Road reserve [and

« Community facility ares - Promenade

= Fiver resarve land = Waterfront

3 » Landscape rejuvenation
area

knowledge on proper manage-
ment, growing methods, mainte- oy, guidelines are also provided for
mance and sustainable practices, the eomumunity fo carry out urban
amang others, gardening activities.
She said the department's “The policy touches on suitable
invol in an earlier initiative ~ farming areas, the processes of
by the ministry called Rakan obtaining permission from, the
Taman that was closely related to landowner and local awthority, and
urban community includes advice on must-have ele-
showed,that these communities ments of an urban farm such as
faced problems and chall b Crops, Com-
from the start. post site, crop rotatien practices,
“Many started gardens on anegal watering methods and mainte-
sites, grew unspitable plants nance.
had pnnrlmowledge of garden “Individuals wanting to grow
tools and uses. vegetables or fruits in their house
“That was when the idea for w need not seelcany per-
UCFP first came about,” she said. mn from the authorities.
Rotina said the main ubjective of “However, individuals or groups
the policy was to develop urban - g to start a garden in g com-
rnmemmnity farms in an arganised, mon nr-n nr any available spece
3 ic and Manner g fo orthers, must seek the
In urban areas. proper approvals,
“In this community garden poli- “This is to avoid instances of peo-

ple taking over spaces in prohibit-
ed areas such as recreational sites
and children’s pl

“The policy also touches on the
type of crops mim.hie for urban
gardens. among which are egg-
plant, lemongrass, carrot, cucum-
ber and kale,” she elaborated.

Rotina said Housing and Local
Government Ministry hoped that
the policy would inerease garden-
ing aetivities in urhan areas in a
more systematic and tidy manner,
which in turn would increase
sacial integration amang the urban
community.

She satd the department would.
work closely with local councils to
ensure the pollcy served local com-
munitisy well sy & guidsline for
those interested in creating their
own urban farms.

"Resldems associations, joint

.

'H

?E'rﬂ T

management hodies for strata
properties and non-governmental
organisations are encouraged to
register their urban farm initia-
tives with the local authorities.

“Registered organisations will be
able to receive support and guid-
ance from the authoritles.

"Some may even get financial
afd for start-up capital from lacal
authorities and the relevant agen-
cies to jumpstart communi o
den proj euﬂ," she m'lnie:;.“m‘r 5

Right time for guide

‘Persatuan Lestarl Alam Malaysia
chaitman Rashdan Rashid said the
launch of UCFP was a step in the
right direction, asin ﬂmr:h wann
gmwing interest in su jects.

Rashdan, who is also ld:’;.}ia
Lumpur urban farming chairman



