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FOKUS UTAMA KEMENTERIAN PERTANIAN DAN KETERJAMINAN MAKANAN

Isu telur, harga munasabah

Oleh Samadi Ahmad
am@hmetra.com.my

Putrajayn

su bekalan barangan ke-

perfuan, terutama telur

dan ayam serta harga
munasabah untuk pengguna
menjadi folus urema Ke-
mpenterian  Pertanjan dan
Keterjaminan Makanan.

Menterinya Mohamad Sa-
bu berkata, isu bekalan ma-
kanan dengan harga yang
munasabah  memerlukan
perhatian serius seiring de-
ngan ramalan ekonomi du-
nia akan mengalami keme-
rasotan pada tahun hada-
pan.

Beliau berkata, kemente-
rian itu adalah lapangan ba-
haru baginya kerana schbe-
lum ini beliau menjadi Men-
teri Perlahanan yang lebih
banyak bercakap soal kese-
lamatan, namun kinj di bi-
dang kehidupan manusia
memhabitkan makanan dan,
keperlnan harian,

Katanya, perkara pertama
vang akan dilakukannya
inlak mendengar taklimat
sehelum merangka apa-apa
perkara manakala agenda
yang tersedia diteruskan.

“Saya akan lthat mengenai
hargz rnakanan, terutama

+

SEORANG wanita membawa telur yang baru dibeli di Pasar Awam P&, Pulrajaya, sernalarn,

telur kerana golongan mis-
kin sehingga atasan mema-
kan telur di samping isu ikan
dan ayam,” katanya selepas
sesi mengetik kad perakam
waktu hari pertarna memu-
lakan tugas secata rasmi di
pejabatoys, sernalam.

Turut hadir, Ketua Setiau-

saha Pertanian dan Keter-
jaminan Makanan, Datuk
Haslina Abdul Hamid.
Mohamad berkata, pihak-
nya akan mendapatkan
gambaran situasi sebenar
melalui  taklimat dalam
mencari kaedah terbaik soal
keterjaminan bekalan maka-

nan.

Beliau beckata, keterjami-
nan makanan dengan harga
munasabah itu penting, ma-
Iah Datuk Seri Anwar Ibra-
him berkali-kali membang-
kitkan 1su ini ketika kempen
Pilihan Raya Umum ke-15
{PRU-15) dan selepas meng-

angkat sumpah sebagai Per-
danz Menteri.

“Katanya, selepas menda-
pat gambaran sebenar dan
mencari kaedah terbaik, ba-
Tu satm kenyataan bersama
Datul Seri Salabuddin Ayub
yang menerajui Kementeri-
an Perdagangan Dalam Ne-

Saya akan lihot
mengenai harga
makanan, terutema
telur kerana galongan
miskin sehingga
atasan memakan telur
di samping Isu kan
dan ayam”

Mohornod

geri dan Kos Sara Hidup di-
buat,

Ditanya sama ada isu ke-
kurangan bekalan keperluan
asas tidak akan berulang,
Presiden Parti Amanah Ne-
gara (Amanah) itu berkata,
belian tidak boleh memberi
jaminan perkara sedemikian
tidak berulang kerana ia ter-
takluk kepada ekonomi du-
nia.

Katanya, peperangan ying
berlaku antara Ukraine dan
Rusia tidak dijangka dan
akhimya memberi kesan ke-
pada kos baja.

“Bagaimanapun, saya ber-
sama pegawal kementerian
ini ekan mencari jalan untuk
cuba mengatasinya dengan
cara terbaik,” katanya,

Lskandar Puterl: Isu kebu-
rangan bekalan telur ayam
di Jahor disehabkan permin-
taan eksport ke Singapura
selaindihantar ke pasaran di
Mélaka dan Negeri Sembi-
lan.

Pengerusi Jawatankuasa
Pertanian, Industri Asas Ta-
ni dan Kemnajuan Luar Ban-
dar Negeri Johor, Datuk Za-
hari Sarip berkata, Jchor ti-
dak mengalami masalab ke-
kurangan bekalan telur
ayam yang kritikal ketika
ini.

“Johor sebenarnya tidak
menghadapi  kekurangan
kritfkal, bekalan memang
kurang, tetapi tidak kritikal
sebab Johor adalah antara
pengeluar telur ayam dalam
negara.

"Cuma kita maklum ke-
banyakan dicksport Ke
Singapura dan negeri lain
seperti Melaka dan Negeri
Sermnbilan, sebab jtu nampak
kekurangan.

“Bagaimanapun, daripada
segi pengeluaran tidak ber-
kurangan, cuma permintaan
lebih sebab perlu penuhi
eksport,” katanya ketika si-
dang media di Dewan Un-
dangan Negeri (Dun) di Ba-
ngunan Sultan Ismail (HSI)
Kota [skandar di sini sema-

Kmupmnbomlgwhwa:mnmmdm&mmﬂegcﬂmbﬂmmmjalmhnpemhgamm

Banyak eksport ke Singapura

Sementara itu, Zahari ber-
kata, pihaknya juga akan
berternu Menteri Pertanian
dan Keterjaminan Makanan,
Mohamad Sabu dalam masa
terdekat bagi membincang-
kan hala mju dan peranca-
ngan negeri berkaitan bi-
dang pettmian.

“Berkaitan isu bekalan te-
lur, saya yakin Menteri Per-

tanian dan Keterjaminan
Makanan dijangka memberi
kenyataan berkaitan keada-
an serhasa,” katanya.
Kelmarin media melapor-
kan dalam usaha menam-
pung keperluan pasaran
tempatan pada harga yang
lebih rendah, Kementerian
Pertanian dan Keterjominan
Makanan akan

berapa negara sumber yang
sudah dikenal pasti dengan
segera.

Moharad Sabu juga me-
nyatakan, antara langkah
jangka pendek yang diambil
kementeriannya, selain akan
memastikan  telur ayam
yang diterima berkenaan se-
lamat da ripada pcn) a.lut dan

bekalan telur dnrlpnda 'he-

|r ta'p-

lan.
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Elaun sara
hidup ‘talian
hayat’
nelayan

di musim

tengkujuh

PASIR PUTEH: Elaun Sara |

Hidup Nelayan (ESHN)
menjadi ‘talian hayat* ke-
pada golongan itu selepas
tdak dapat menangkap
ikan susulan Hupan angin
kencang dan laut bergelo-
ra kesan Monsun Timur
Laut (MTL).

Tinjavan Utusan Malay-
sia mendapati, kebanya

di Semerak, Tbrahim Zaka

in, 38, be.rk.at.a bantuan
ESHN sebanya.k RM300
sebulan itu menjadi ‘pe-
ngubat’ untuk ményara ke-
luarga. *

Menurutnya, disebab-
kan situasi itu dia dan ke-
loarga terpaksa berfimat
cermat

dengan bantuan ESHN
sekali pun masih berdepan
dengan harga kenaikan

keperiuan !
Idan mahal* katanya keu-
la diternud di sini semalam,

ruskan d mengambil
kira kebajikan lebih 1,000
nélayan di kawasan ber-
kenaan yang masih berada
dalam kelompok nelayan
miskin,

Katanya, PNK Bachok
mahu Kerajaan Perpaduan
mengkaji semula untuk
membuat sedikit kenaikan
kadar bantuan selari de-
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Bernas
offers poor
padi
farmers

a lifeline

KUALA LUMPUR: Rice farmers
are calling for an introduction of
living' allowance and subsidies for
cost materials as ‘well as -the
improvement of drainage quality
system in padi fields as a way of
increasing their livelihood.

This follows the announcerient
by Padiberas Nagional Bhd (Bernas)
which had agreed to distribute
RM10mil in allocation to poor rice
farmers nationwide this month
while another RM50mil will be dis-
tributed next year.

In PERLIS, Razali Salam, 70, from
Kampung Surau, Kangar, said after
being stuck-in poverty for so long,
he hoped .the announcement could
change his fate and that of farmers
across the:country,

“Many people assume that ‘buat
bendang’ (planting ricé) cah make
you rich put the fact is those making
big profits are the ‘taukel’ (busi-
nessmen) and not us padi farmers,”
said Razali who began padi farmi
at the age of 18, 5 0 ' m

-Ismail Saidin, 55, said, “We've
been having it hard for a’long time,
it would help if the government
introduces RM200 & month living
allowance to help ease the cost of
living” the father of four told
Bernara,

In KEDAH, Abdul Ghani Md Zain,
48, of Kampung Putat, Jitra, hopes
the profit allocation will be chan-
nelled to help ease the burden in
facing hikes in the cost of input
materials.

Zurin Jamaludin, 47, urged the
fovemment to focus on the prob-
ems of padi farmers, including the
issue of improving the quality of
drainage systems in paddy fields.

In SELANGOR, In Kampung
Sawah Sempadan, Tanjong Karang,
Fairuzzaini Mohd Toif, 38, hopes
the allocation would be channelled
in the form of subsidjes, especially
for the purchase of input goods
including fertilisers-and pesticides.

“For example, the price of fertil-
iser for a (padi field) lot was about
RM100 last year.

"But now it has doubled every
time there is a new planting season
and this is burdening padi farmers
because they have to spend more,”
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"EGG, CHICKEN SUBSIDY LNHELPFUL

POULTRY BREEDERS
WANT T0O MEET MOHAMAD

Ministry's decision
to source eggs from
overseas will affect
farmers, says
group chairman

YASMIN ONN
KUALA LUMPUR
news@nst.com.my

HE Selangor Poultry
Breeders Association de-
nied that there was a
shortage of eggs supply
locally, saying that the vital food
item is still being exported to
nelghbouring countries.

As such, [ts chairman Idrus
Zainal Abidin sald the assocla-
ton wants to meet Agriculnme
and Food Securdty Minister Mo-

hamad Sabu to convey what the
farmers were facing on a day to
day basis.

“1 want to meet the minister to
discuss this Issue since we (farm-
ers) are the ones who actually un-
derstandthe predicament on the
ground,” he told the New Straits
Times. .

He said Mohamad may not
have been properly briefed on the
actual situation in the market.

Idrus added that thé declslon
by the ministry to impose a short-
term measure to source eggs from
overseas will affect local farmers.

He said this was because the
subsidies glven for chicken and
eggs have not been helpful to
them.

“We have the capaclty to meet
epg and chicken demand. This
ceiling price and subsidy has only
added fuel to the fire,

"It was such a burden for us
since twice the government did

' not pay the subsidy tous.
*Just pull off the ceiling price

, and subsidy so that every farmer

and seller can have healthy com-
petitlon ta fulfil demand.”

The assoclation has 33 mem-
bers and can produce about four
milllon birds at any one time. -

He also denied claims that powul-
try farmers were hoarding eggs
and chickens.

“There is no use for us to keep
eggs and chickens, We only want
to sell eggs and chickens at falr
prices because running a busi-
ness without a profit Is useless.”

Idrus added that Malaysia con-
tlnues to export locally produced
eges and chickens to neighbour-
Ing countries, Including Singa-

re.

Meanwhile, Mydin managing
director Datuk Ameer Ali Mydin
said his supermarket chain stll
faced problems abtalning ade-
quate egg supply.

INCREASE Iﬁ DEMAND FOR EXPORT

‘No shortage of ggs in Johor

JOHOR BARU: Johor is not facing
ashortage in the supply of eggs.

State Agriculture, Agro-based
Industry and Rural Development
Committee chalrman Datuk Za-
hari Sarip sald the state, which is
one of the largest producers of
the protein staple in Malaysia, is
tlowever, experiencing more de-
mand due to exports w0 Singapore
and other states such as Negri
Sembilan.

Asked whether discussions
have been held with poultry as-
sociations to address the issue, he
sald a meeting was held in July.

“They have also met the min-
ister after that.

“I am not sure about the de-
clsion made at the federal level at
the time, but T believe they will
be meeting the minister again,”
he gaid to reporters on the side-
lines of the state assembly ses-
sion in Kota Iskandar here yes-
terdhy.

He was reluctant to say much on
the issue to avold making state-
ments contradictory to what Agri-
culture and Food Security Min-
ister Mohamad Sabu said.

On Tuesdey, Moharad had an-
nounced that the government
has agreed to lmport chicken

TN

Datuk Zahari Sarip

eggs from several foreign sources
as a short-term soluilon to meet
domestic demand.

Hesaid it was meant to ease the
pressure off the local chicken egg
industry operators while ensur-
Ing that the supply {n the country
was not disrupted so that the
-source of protein was available in
thie market.

The declsion is expected to be
reviewed once the supplies sta-
biifse.

Malaysians reportedly con-
sume an average of 948 million

eggs manthly.

Meanwhile, Zahari said-Johor's
food supplies were sufficient to
last during the year-end mon-
soon disruptions that stretch to
Chinese New Year.

“We are gathering information
from the related departments at
the moment,

“I admit that there Is a dip In
the volume of fish caught from

" November.

"However, based on Flsheties
Development Board records of
the previous monsoon season's
demand and the current volume
of fish caught, we project that
there would be sufficient supply
offish.

“This could last up to early next
year,” Zahati sald, adding that his
visits to catchment locations as-
sured him as much.

Zahatl sald he was Informed

‘during the state’s discusslon with

those involved in agricultural ac-
tivities that there would be suf-
ficlent supply of vegetables.
“There may be an increase due
t0 a spike in demand or shortages
that come about due to floods,
especially at crop production ar-
eas,
“But for now it Is suficlent.”

The Selangor Poultry Breeders Association says there is enough supply

“We are stll struggling to put
eggs omrour supermatket shelves.
We only recelve 20 to 30 per cent
of our egg supply dally.

“If the authotities come over to
conduct checks, then sometimes
we can recelve-more than that
percentage. But that rarely hap-
pens,” he sald.

Ameer, who is also Bumiputera
Retallers Assoclation president,
sald the government should solve
this issue immediately since the
Christmas holiday is approaching.

“The ministy should ensure
that supply Is adequate before

af eges locolly, adding thot they are alse being exported o
neighbouring countries. FIC BY ASWADI ALLS

Christmas because this issue Is
affecting everyone, I's not only
bnhuksand

Onwesdayuohamadhadsaid
a short-term plan to obtain eges
from various sources overseas
would be imposed to cope with
theeggslwmgeln country.

He had said the ministry would
ensure that egg supplies were not
cut off to safeguard the people’s
welfare because it was an impor-
tant protein source as Malaysjans
consume 968 million eggs per*
month.



