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Bolstering food security with new technologies from MAFI-MOSTI
cooperation

Collaboration between MAF! and MOSTI could yield new
technologies needed to strengthen the country's food

security apart from ensuring sufficient food supply, MAFI
Minister, Datuk Seri Ronald Kiondee said. - Astro AWANI

KUALA KANGSAR: Collaboration between the Agriculture
{| and Food Industries Ministry (MAFI) and the Science,
Technology and Innovation Ministry (MOSTI) could yield
new technologies needed to strengthen the country's food
security apart from ensuring sufficient food supply.

MAFI Minister, Datuk Seri Ronald Kiandee said the application of technology in the production of
food such as the internet of things (loT) and artificial intelligence (Al) are important for the viability
of food supply for the benefit of Malaysians in future.

“Even if a plot of land is small, the production of food is still possible by using the best technologies
to grow vegetables and fruits.

"We are confident of moving towards modern agriculture via the synergy of both ministries apart
from the involvement of state governments and the private sector which could indirectly reduce
dependence on food import.

"We have to reduce our food import including rice, fruits and vegetables and should instead
maximise available capacity to export our produce to other countries,” he said after visiting the
Kuala Kangsar Permanent Agro Market (PTK) and the Agrofood Marketing Centre of the Federal
Agricultural Authority (FAMA} in Manong.

Also present were Perak Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Saarani Mohamad, Deputy Minister in the Prime
Minister's Department (Special Functions) cum Kuala Kangsar MP, Datuk Mastura Mohd Yazid, state
Plantation, Agriculture and Food Industry Committee chairman Razman Zakaria and FAMA director-
general Datuk Zainal Abidin Yang Razalli.

Ronald added that efforts by the ministry and the agencies involved to ensure sufficient food in the
country would not be affected by modern agriculture such as hydroponics.

In this regard, Saarani said the state government is prepared to increase the number of agrofood
centres in the state apart from the one in Manong, Kuala Kangsar to improve the income of local
residents.

"Agriculture needs new methods and technologies which do not require a large area.What is
important is that the produce could be marketed by villagers. This is an important network to create
food supply hubs and ensure sufficient food for security.



"We want to make Perak as the largest food producer. | am confident it could be carried out after
discussions with MAFI and MOSTI. It can be a success as the Perak State Agricultural Development
Corporation {SADC) has carried out farming projects for young agro farmers,” he said.

Meanwhile, Mastura said the centre had fulfilled the dreams of the people of Kuala Kangsar as a hub
for various agricultural products that had an impact on the surrounding community, especially youth
who want to be involved in agriculture.

Through a press release, the FAMA Agro-Food Marketing Centre in Manong, Kuala Kangsar said the
only such centre in Perak, has been upgraded on four acres of land as a business model and
reference centre for the marketing of technological agricultural products.

The development of this centre can directly provide opportunities and exposure to the youth on the
latest technology in the agricultural sector as well as optimise the use of idle lands owned by the
government by applying the concept of loT that is using fertigation, hydroponics and aquaponics in
one area.

This project is also a manifestation of the government to optimise the use of idle and undeveloped
land owned by the federal government and Malay Reserve land leased for agricultural or business
projects.

-- BERNAMA,
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Ministries cooperate to bolster food security with new technologies
[NSTTV]

| KUALA KANGSAR: Collaboration between the
Agriculture and Food Industries Ministry (MAFI) and the
il Science, Technology and Innovation Ministry (Mosti)
could yield new technologies that would strengthen the
country's food security.

MAFI Minister Datuk Seri Ronald Kiandee said the
application of technology in the production of food such as the Internet of things (loT) and artificial
intelligence (Al) are important for the viability of future food supply.

"Evenif a plot of land is small, the production of food is still possible by using the best technaologies
to grow vegetables and fruits.

"We are confident of moving towards modern agriculture with these ministries, as well as the
involvement of state governments and the private sector which could indirectly reduce dependence
on food imports.

"We have to reduce our food imports including rice, fruits and vegetables and should instead
maximise available capacity to export our produce," he said after visiting the Kuala Kangsar
Permanent Agra Market and the Agrofood Marketing Centre of the Federal Agricultural Authority
(FAMA) in Manong.

Also present were Perak Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Saarani Mohamad, Deputy Minister in the Prime

Minister's Department (Special Functions) and Kuala Kangsar MP Datuk Mastura Mohd Yazid, state

Plantation, Agriculture and Food Industry Committee chairman Razman Zakaria and FAMA director-
general Datuk Zainal Abidin Yang Razalli.

Saarani said the state government was prepared to increase the number of agrofood centres in the
state to improve the income of local residents. It has one in Manong, Kuala Kangsar.

"Agriculture needs new methods and technologies which do not require a large area. What is
important is that the produce could be marketed by villagers. This is an important network to create
food supply hubs and ensure sufficient food for security.

"We want to make Perak the largest food producer. | am confident it could be done as the Perak
State Agricultural Development Corporation has carried out farming projects for young agro
farmers," he said.

Mastura said the Manong centre was a hub for various agricultural products that had an impact on
the community, especially youth keen to be involved in agriculture.

The Manong centre has various facilities under one roof, namely a training centre, sales and
wholesale centre, agricultural site, cafeteria and hawker centre, Fresh Fruit Stalls and smart
agriculture {aquaponics and vertical farming), fertigation agriculture project. — BERNAMA
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Projek Pasar Tani Kekal Kuala Kangsar Perak bakal beri manfaat 100
usahawan

: '_ﬁi KUALA KANGSAR: Menteri Pertanian dan Industri
— ' Makanan Datuk Seri Dr Ronald Kiandee bersama
Menteri Besar Perak Datuk Seri Saarani
Mohamad telah melawat tapak Projek Pasar Tani
Kekal {PTK) Kuala Kangsar yang bakal
memberikan manfaat kepada lebih 100 orang
usahawan apabila siap sepenuhnya pada April

| 2023

y B Transformasi pasar awam sebagai Pusat
Sehenti{One Stop Centre) dengan pengurusan yang lebih sistematik ini akan menyediakan 116 lot
baharu terdiri daripada lapan lot runcit, lapan lot medan selera dan 100 lot terbuka yang dijangka
akan meningkatkan pendapatan dan nilai
jualan peserta sebanyak 30 peratus.

Pembangunan PTK Kuala Kangsar adalah secara kerjasama strategik Kerajaan Persekutuan yang
memperuntukkan RM3 juta manakala Kerajaan Negeri turut memperuntukkan RM1 juta.

Untuk rekod, bilangan PTK di seluruh negara setakat ini adalah 40 dengan jumlah peruntukan
keseluruhan sebanyak RM147.57 juta.

Selain PTK Kuala Kangsar, terdapat empat lagi lokasi PTK yang masih di dalam pembinaan iaitu di Kg.
Gajah, Perak, FELDA Palong, Negeri Sembilan, Kuala Krai, Kelantan dan Seberang Jaya, Pulau Pinang,.

Dalam lawatan yang sama, Ronald dan

Saarani turut melawat Pusat Pemasaran Agromakanan FAMA di Manong, Kuala Kangsar yang telah
dinaiktaraf atas tanah berkeluasan empat ekar sebagai model perniagaan dan pusat rujukan
pemasaran hasil pertanian berteknologi.

Melalui pembangunan pusat ini secara langsung dapat memberi peluang dan pendedahan kepada
golongan belia mengenai teknologi terkini yang tersedia di dalam sektor pertanian sekaligus
mengoptimumkan penggunaan tanah-tanah terbiar milik Kerajaan.

Pusat Rujukan Pemasaran Hasil Pertanian Berteknologi yang juga sebahagian daripada Pusat
Pemasaran Agromakanan FAMA dimajukan di tanah rizab Jabatan Kerja Raya (JKR) yang berkeluasan
2.5 ekar dengan mengaplikasikan konsep Internet of Things {l0T) iaitu menggunakan kaedah sistem
fertigasi, hidroponik dan akuapaonik dalam satu kawasan.

Untuk rekod, kaedah ini memberikan pulangan sehingga RM90 ribu pada satu tempoh dengan
pengeluaran dua komoditi iaitu sayuran berdaun organik sebanyak 3.3 tan metrik tan dan ikan tilapia
sebanyak 4,000 ekor.



Projek ini adalah manifestasi Kerajaan untuk mengoptimumkan penggunaan tanah rerbiar dan tidak
dibangunkan milik Kerajaan Persekutuan dan tanah Rizab Melayu disewakan bagi projek pertanian
atau perniagaan.

Pusat Pemasaran Agromakanan FAMA Manong ini juga mempunyai pelbagai fasiliti di bawah satu
bumbung iaitu pusat latihan, pusat jualan dan pemborongan, tapak pertanian, kafeteria dan medan
penjaja, Medan Gerai Buah-Buahan Segar {GBBS) dan pertanian pintar projek pertanian fertigasi.

Seramai 23 usahawan yang sebelum ini berniaga di tepi jalan dan rumah persendirian juga telah
dikumpulkan di sini dan dapat manfaat peningkatan pendapatan sebanyak 20 peratus.

Kerjasama strategik merentas Kementerian, Kerajaan Negeri dan pihak swasta seperti ini terbukti
dapat mencapai matlamat pembangunan pemasaran agromakanan bagi memodenkan sektor
agromakanan negara sejajar dengan Dasar Agromakanan Negara

2.0 (2021-2030) dan Pelan Tindakan Dasar Sekuriti Makanan (2021-2025).

Ini juga selaras dengan saranan Majlis Tindakan Ekonomi {(EAC) yanghbdiipengerusikan oleh Perdana
Menteri supaya kerjasama antara Kerajaan Persekutuan dan Kerajaan Negeri diteruskan dalam
usaha meningkatkan keluasan tanah bagi kegunaan pertanian untuk mengurangkan kebergantungan
terhadap import makanan.

MAFI akan meneruskan kerjasama rapat antara semua pihak termasuk Kerajaan Negeri, Syarikat
Pelaburan Kerajaan {GLC), Syarikat Pelaburan Berkaitan Kerajaan (GLIC) serta sektor swasta dalam
usaha memperkukuhkan lagi agenda sekuriti makanan negara demi pertumbuhan sektor
agromakanan dan kesejahteraan Keluarga Malaysia secara keseluruhannya.

Turut hadir dalam lawatan hari ini adalahTimbalan Menteri di Jabatan Perdana Menteri (Tugas-Tugas
Khas) Datuk Mastura Tan Sri Datuk Mohd Yazid,, Pengerusi Jawatankuasa Perladangan, Pertanian
dan Industri Makanan Negeri Perak Razman Zakaria, Ketua Pengarah FAMA Datuk Zainal Abidin Yang
Razalli, Ketua Setiausaha Kementerian Sains Teknologi & Inovasi (MOSTI) Datuk Zainal Abidin Abu
Hassan dan dan Setiausaha Kerajaan Negeri Perak Datuk Ahmad Suaidi Abdul Rahim.



RONALD Kiandee (kiri) melawat Pusat Rujukan
‘ Pemasaran Hasil Pertanian Berteknologi di Manong hari
® ini. - UTUSAN/ ZULFACHRI ZULKIFLI

KUALA KANGSAR: Kerajaan telah membayar sebanyak
RM200 juta subsidi harga ayam kepada penternak dalam
tempoh empat bulan sejak Februari lalu.

Menteri Pertanian dan Industri Makanan, Datuk
Seri Ronald Kiandee berkata, jumlah itu adalah
sebahagian daripada peruntukan subsidi sebanyak
RM729 juta bagi memastikan ayam standard dijual pada harga siling iaitu RM8.90 sekilogram.

Katanya, tuntutan bagi bayaran itu akan berakhir pada 30 Jun ini dengan lebihan subsidi berkenaan
tidak akan digunakan bagi tujuan sama.

“Kita akan alihkan lebihan subsidi itu kepada bentuk lain seperti diumumkan Perdana Menteri, Datuk
Seri Ismail Sabri Yaakob (kepada golongan B40).

“Bila (sumbangan kewangan diberikan), akan ditentukan oleh Kementerian Kewangan,” katanya
dalam sidang akhbar selepas mengadakan lawatan kerja ke tapak pasar tani kekal Kuala Kangsar dan
projek pembangunan pemasaran agromakanan Fama Manong di sini hari ini.

Yang turut hadir, Menteri Besar Perak, Datuk Seri Saarani Mohamad; Ahli Parlimen Kuata Kangsar
yang juga Timbalan Menteri di Jabatan Perdana Menteri {JPM} {Tugas-tugas Khas), Datuk Mastura
Mohd. Yazid dan Ketua Pengarah FAMA, Datuk Zainal Abidin Yang Razalli.

Menurut beliau, pemberian subsidi kepada penternak adalah bagi meringankan beban kos
pengeluaran yang semakin meningkat.

Bagaimanapun katanya, pemberhentian subsidi itu pada 1 Julai ini mungkin akan menyebabkan
harga ayam meningkat kepada RM11 hingga RM12 sekilogram.

“Harga ayam kini dijual pada harga RM8.90 sekilogram iaitu di bawah harga pasaran di mana
perbezaan sebanyak RM1.40 itu ditampung oleh kerajaan melalui pemberian subsidi.

“Jika harga ayam diapung, sudah tentu harganya melebihi harga siling yang ditetapkan sebelum ini.
Jadi kerajaan telah memutuskan untuk mengalihkan pengagihan subsidi bukan lagi kepada industri
tetapi kepada golongan B40,” katanya.

Tambah beliau, kerajaan juga maklum tentang kenaikan kos input ditanggung penternak
merangkumi kos buruh, kos makanan ternakan dan kos pengurusan selain kematian ternakan
disebabkan penyakit. -UTUSAN



Dalam perkembangan lain, Ronald memberitahu, kementeriannya akan mengemukakan beberapa
pelan jangka panjang bagi mengatasi masalah pengairan padi di Kerian yang berlaku setiap kali
musim kemarau.

Menurutnya, perbincangan masih berjalan di peringkat kementerian dan kerajaan negeri agar
pendekatan terbaik dapat dicapai bagi mengelak kesan berpanjangan terhadap penjadualan
tanaman padi di kawasan itu.

“Setiap kali tiba musim kemarau akan berlaku masalah terhadap takungan air di kolam tadahan yang
menjejaskan pengairan.

“Bagi kawasan penanaman padi, pengairan adalah isu paling utama dan sudah tentulah, kita
perlukan langkah jangka panjang untuk mengatasinya.

“Begitu pun, perkara ini masih di peringkat perbincangan untuk kerajaan perincikan agar masalah
sama tidak berlarutan,” katanya. — UTUSAN
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Lawatan Ke Pusat Pemasaran Agromakanan

MANONG, 18 Jun — Menteri Besar Perak Datuk Seri 5aarani Mohamad melihat sayura-sayuran yang
dijual di premis perniagaan ketika mengadakan lawatan ke Pusat Pemasaran Agromakanan di Fama
Manong hari ini.
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=3 Perak Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Saarani Mohamad

® (second from left) talking to Agriculture and Food

{ Industry Minister Datuk Seri Ronald Kiandee (third

g from right) during their visit to the Kuala Kangsar PTK
; Project and Fama Manong Agrofood Marketing Centre
¥ on Saturday.

KUALA KANGSAR: Three permanent farmers’ markets
(PTKs) will be built this year in Putrajaya, Cameron
Highlands and Kuala Lipis, Pahang this year involving a

cost of about RM1.2mil.

Federal Agricuitural Marketing Authority (FAMA] director-general Datuk Zainal Abidin Yang Razalli
said construction was expected to begin in August through an allocation received from the Federal
Government in collaboration with the Perak government.

"Before we begin the construction of a PTK, an in-depth study will be carried out to ensure that the
project has potential and will definitely benefit residents in the vicinity.

"The programme will continue until the end of the 12th Malaysia Plan (12MP) through the allocation
already given," he said after visiting the Kuala Kangsar PTK Project and Fama Manong Agrofood
Marketing Centre on Saturday (June 18).

Also present were Agriculture and Food Industry Minister Datuk Seri Ronald Kiandee, Perak Menteri
Besar Datuk Seri Saarani Mchamad, Deputy Minister in the Prime Minister (Special Functions) and
Kuala Kangsar MP Datuk Mastura Mohd Yazid and the Perak Plantation, Agriculture and Food
Industry Committee chairman Razman Zakaria.

According to Zainal Abidin, presently there are 40 PTKs, five are under construction including the
Kuala Kangsar PTK which was expected to be fully operational by January 2023.

According to him, this year Fama was targetting sales amounting to about RM200mil from PTKs
nationwide, adding that as of May, the total collection obtained was RM85mil involving 2,000
traders. - Bernama



&8 FAMA will build three permanent farmers'

! markets at Cameron Highlands, Putrajaya and
i«=4 Kuala Lipis, Pahang by end of year. Illustration
"W photo.

" KUALA KANGSAR - Three permanent farmers’
markets (PTKs) will be built this year in Putrajaya,
MM Cameron Highlands and Kuala Lipis, Pahang this

' year involving a cost of about RM12 million.

Federal Agricultural Marketing Authority (FAMA)
director-general Datuk Zainal Abidin Yang Razalli said construction is expected to begin in August
through an allocation received from the Federal Government in collaboration with the State
Government.

"Before we begin the construction of a PTK, an in-depth study will be carried out to ensure that the
project has potential and will definitely benefit residents in the vicinity.

"The programme will continue until the end of the 12th Malaysia Plan {12MP) through the allocation
already given,” he said after visiting the Kuala Kangsar PTK Project and FAMA Manong Agrofood
Marketing Centre today. '

Also present were Agriculture and Food Industry Minister (MAFI) Datuk Seri Ronald Kiandee, Perak
Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Saarani Mohamad, Deputy Minister in the Prime Minister (Special
Functions) and Kuala Kangsar MP Datuk Mastura Mohd Yazid and the Perak Plantation, Agriculture
and Food Industry Committee chairman Razman Zakaria.

According to Zainal Abidin, presently there are 40 PTKs, five are under construction including the
Kuala Kangsar PTK which is expected to be fully operational by January 2023.

According to him, this year FAMA is targetting sales amounting to about RM200 million from PTKs
nationwide, adding that as of May, the total collection obtained was RM85 million involving 2,000
traders.- BERNAMA



KUALA KANGSAR: Three permanent farmers’ markets
{PTKs) will be built this year in Putrajaya, Cameron

| Highlands and Kuala Lipis, Pahang this year involving a cost
of about RM12 million.

Federal Agricultural Marketing Authority (FAMA) director-
general Datuk Zainal Abidin Yang Razalli said construction
is expected to begin in August through an allocation
received from the Federal Government in collaboration with the State Government.

“Before we begin the construction of a PTK, an in-depth study will be carried out to ensure that the
project has potential and will definitely benefit residents in the vicinity.

“The programme will continue until the end of the 12th Malaysia Plan (12MP) through the allocation
already given,” he said after visiting the Kuala Kangsar PTK Project and FAMA Manong Agrofood
Marketing Centre today.

Also present were Agriculture and Food Industry Minister (MAFI) Datuk Seri Ronald Kiandee, Perak
Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Saarani Mohamad, Deputy Minister in the Prime Minister {Special
Functions) and Kuala Kangsar MP Datuk Mastura Mohd Yazid and the Perak Plantation, Agriculture
and Food Industry Committee chairman Razman Zakaria.

According to Zainal Abidin, presently there are 40 PTKSs, five are under construction including the
Kuala Kangsar PTK which is expected to be fully operational by January 2023.

According to him, this year FAMA is targetting sales amounting to about RM200 million from PTKs
nationwide, adding that as of May, the total collection obtained was RM85 million involving 2,000
traders. — Bernama
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KUALA KANGSAR, June 18 (Bernama) — Three permanant farmers' markets (PTKs) will be built this year in Putrajaya, Cameron Highlands and Kuala Lipis,
Pahang this year involving a cost of about RM12 millien.

Federal Agricultural Marketing Authority (FAMA) director-general Datuk Zainal Abidin Yang Razalli said construction is expected to begin in August through

an allocation received from the Federal Government in ccllaboration with the State Government.

"Before we begin the construction of a PTK, an in-depth study will be carried out to ensure that the project has potential and will definitely benefit residents in the
vicinity.
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"The programme will continue until the end of the 12th Malaysia Plan (12MP) through the allocation already given,” he said after visiting the Kuala Kangsar PTK
Project and FAMA Manong Agrofood Marketing Centre today.

Also present were Agriculture and Food Industry Ministet (MAFI) Datuk Seri Ronald Kiandee, Perak Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Saarani Mohamad, Deputy Minister in
the Prime Minister (Special Functions) and Kuala Kangsar MP Datuk Mastura Mohd Yazid and the Perak Plantation, Agriculture and Food Industry Committee

chairman Razman Zakaria

According to Zainal Abidin, presently there are 40 PTKs, five are under construction including the Kuala Kangsar PTK which iz expected to be fully operational by
January 2023
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According to him, this year FAMA is targetting sales amounting to about RM200 million from PTKs nationwide, adding that as of May, the total callection obtained
was RM85 million involving 2,000 traders

-- BERNAMA

Bernama is the trusted source of reliable real-time comprehensive and accurate nmews for both the public and media practitioners. Our news is published at
www.bemnama.com ; BERNAMA TV on: Astro Channel 502, unifi TV Channel 631, MYTV Channel 121 IFLIX; and Bernama Radio broadcasting focally on FM93.9 in Klang
Valley, Johor (FM107.5), Kota Kinabaiu (FM107.9) and Kuching (FM100.9) .

Follow us on sccial media

Facebook : @bernamaofficial, @bernamaty, @bernamaradio

Twitter : @bernama.com, @BernamaTV, @bernamaradio

Instagram : @bernamaofficial, @bernamatvofficial, @bernamaradicofficial
TikTok : @bernamaoificial
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rAMA to build three more permanent farmers’ markets this
year

06- 18- 2022 06:04 PM
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MANONG, June 18-Perak Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Saarani Moharnad and Minister of Agricufture and Agro-based Industry (MAFD) Datuk Seri Dr Ronald Kiandee saw fruits
A Itbusinass premises during a visit to the Agro-Food Marketing Center in Fama Manong today. BERNAMAPIX



Federal Agricultural Marketing Authority (FAMA) director-general Datuk Zainal Abidin Yang Razalli said
construction is expected to begin in August through an allocation received from the Federal
Government in collaboration with the State Government.

ADVERTISEMENT

“Before we begin the construction of a PTK, an in-depth study will be carried out to ensure that the
project has potential and will definitely benefit residents in the vicinity.

"The programme will continue until the end of the 12th Malaysia Plan {12MP) through the allocation
already given,” he said after visiting the Kuala Kangsar PTK Project and FAMA Manong Agrofoad
Marketing Centre taday.

Also present were Agriculture and Food industry Minister (MAFI) Datuk Seri Ronald Kiandee, Perak
Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Saarani Mohamad, Deputy Minister in the Prime Minister {(Special Functions)
and Kuala Kangsar MP Datuk Mastura Mohd Yazid and the Perak Plantation, Agriculture and Food
Industry Committee chairman Razman Zakaria.

According to Zainal Abidin, presently there are 40 PTKs, five are under construction including the Kuala
Kangsar PTK which is expected to be fully operational by January 2023.
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The link between rural poverty eradication and agriculture has always been recognised under successive
Malaysia Plans. For example, under the Third Malaysia Plan (1976-1980), agriculture remained “the
dominant sector of the economy”, essential for "the attainment of tihe objectives of the New Economic
Policy (NEP)”.

Nonetheless, a self-sufficient rural economy requires concerted and sustained state planning and
intervention/pro-active measures ~ that go beyond the formulation of national strategic blueprints, such
as the Malaysia Plans.

Think sectoral and sub-sectoral policies and programmes that are also organised along state-level lines
- based on granular data. It also means that we need to strike the right/appropriate balance between
cur domestic needs and exports — between what may be called an “import-substitution”
agriculturalisation and export-oriented agriculturalisation, at least over the medium-term period (five
years).

This is to give our local agricultural sectors and related industries time to grow and develop, and which
can be measured by our import dependency ratios and self-sufficiency levels If need be, the state must
be prepared and committed to:

1. Commandeer the agricultural and non-agricultural resources from the private sector to promate food
security, but at the same time;

2. Ensure that the private sector can flourish and thrive in providing agricultural produce that allows us
to have food security. The partial abolition of the approved permits (AP) — as a temporary solution - is a
step in the right direction.

In ather words, we need to have both forms of agricultural "protectionism” and “liberalisation” executed
in tandern and synchronisation.

In protecting our agricultural sector, as part of the agenda to eradicate rural poverty, we need to tackle
the issue of speculation and financialisation of food produce head-on.

This has to do with the transformation of forwards and futures contracts on which beoth the farmer/food
producer and the markets depend for price stability (future) and discovery (spot) — paralleling the abuse
of AP — as embodied by “derivatives”,

We should learn from the Great Food Crisis of 2008 {which badly affected Malaysia also) - which
followed the onset of the Great Financial Crisis when the derivatives on mortgage-backed securities such
as credit default swaps and collateralised debt obligations "exploded”. As primarily epitomised by the
hedge funds, the speculators turned their attention to food crops/commodities.

When speculative activities in the international clearin~ = 't = -0 e ot e e e
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usually the case in the mainstream). This is not at all to diminish the role of supply-side and supply-chain
battlenecks but merely to point out the other reality.

Addressing this would go a lcng way to addressing food price inflation (purchasing power of
consumers) and input costs inflation {purchasing power of farmers/producers).

Our poverty eradication agenda as embodied by the NEP — of which a drastic/radical update and
“inversion” (up-side down refarms) are sorely needed — should not be hampered and held back by geo-
financial vicissitudes when this is something that is even mare within our control (internationally and
domestically).

For example, the Bursa Malaysia Derivatives or BMD {as a result of a merger of the Kuala Lumpur
Options and Financial Futures Exchange or Kloffe and the Commodity and Monetary Exchange of
Malaysia or Commex) is a highly open futures market with a high degree of foreign interest.

Therefore, we may need to further regulate this area by imposing certain requirements for foreign
speculators (i.e. through the Chicago Mercantile Exchange trading platform).

One of which is the condition that there must be physical purchases of stocks {the underlying assets), i.e.
crude palm kernel oil, which can also be used to make chicken feed. That is, no cash settlement, physical
settlement only (at the clearing process).

In turn, these underlying assets must be sold back te local buyers within a specified time-period {i.e. an
additional contract that cannot be longer than three months). This practice could be replicated once
BMD is further liberalised to allow for trading in rice and other food items.

Wanted: 1,000 people in Malaysia for free hearing
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wise (on paper), the rural hardcore poor are included within the same development plans. In reality, they
are excluded and marginalised in terms of actual outreach — implementation and execution.

The competition between agricultural and industrialisation policies saw the former giving way to the
latter — in terms of land use and space. And within the wider agricultural sectar, commaodities took
priority over foad crops. There is a need for a paradigm shift and solution to resolve the policy anc
existential tensions.

One in which we need to rebalance our national strategic portfolios to accard greater space to food
agriculture as a matter of human and national security (like climate change, for example) an the back of
4IR (Fourth Industrial Revolution) technology or digitalisation such as Internet-of-Things, Big Data
artificial intelligence and robotics - to allow for spatial overlap {i.e. multi- or inter-cropping).

When the NEP was first introduced in 1970, agriculture’s share of the economy accounted about 30% or
roughly one-third of the country's gross domestic product but has since declined to 10.5% in 2000.
According to the Statistics Department of Malaysia, agriculture cantributed only 7.4% in 2020.

Within the wider agricultural sector, the agro-food sub-sectors’ contributicn was at 48.2% in 2020,
valued at RM52 billion.

Notwithstanding, of the estimated 5.3 million hectares of agricultural land in 2020, only 900,000 hectares
{16.75%) are devcted to the agro-food sub-sectors. The rest, i.e. a whopping 4.2 million hectares (80.7%)
is devoted to the "primary” commadities such as oll palm and rubber.

The current inflation phenomencn has heightened the exposure to our food insecurity and vulnerability
to price shocks — heavily dependent as we are on food imports.

By inclusion, inflationary pressures have severely impacted our farmers as they are hit by a triple
whammy of rising feed costs, prolonged labour shortages, and continuing price ceilings/controls — all of
which eats into their already thin profit margins.

For example, a padi planter under the Muda Agricultural Development Authority (Mada) in Kedah —
which contributes somewhere between 40% to 45% of the nation’s total padi ocutput — now has to pay
RMT78 for fertiliser, which used to cost RM50. Pesticides, nitherto, costs RM48 but is presently selling for
RM30.

In 2016, the average or mean income of padi planters under Mada was only a meagre RM2,527 per
month. It has to be highlighted that in addition to such disproportionate levels of income, most of the
padi farmers are also in debt to both government and private entities.

[t is reported that 300,000 padi planters are “drowning” in debt and, hence, the problem becomes inter-
generational and, by extension, structural. The trend is alsc similar for other farmers — be it vegetables or

P caam Sl [ N

poultry, etc. On top of that, there is the structural issur
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Impact of Public-Assisted Contract Farming Programmes in Malaysia“, Journal of Agribusiness Marketing,
Vol. 7, 2015). The integrators {e.g. multinational companies/MNC in food manufacturing) provided basic
inputs like day-old chicks and feed to the farmers. In turn, the farmers agree to sell back the fully grown
broilers to the integrator at mutually agreed prices.

Contract farming would improve the efficiency of the supply chain and increase farmers’ income and
profit. It is, therefore, superior to government subsidies. This form of supply chain management (SCM)
allows farmers to be connected to the global value chain via MNC and other private sector players.

A more integrated SCM will ensure competition among supply-chains, whether anchored by the public
sector as via Fama, or the Federal Agricultural Marketing Autharity, or private sector via the cartels,
monaopolies and oligopolies {rather than old/conventional system of within the supply chain) — where
digitalisation will ensure the winning ecge.

It will also empower farmers with the critical exposure to market supply and demand dynamics in real-
time since any information asymmetry is removed.

Empowering farmers with contract farming is key towards achieving a sustainable and self-sufficient
rural economy.

Jason Loh Seang Wei and Rosihan Addin are pait of the research team of EMIR Research, an
independent think tank focused an strategic policy recommendations based on rigorous research.
Comments: letters@thesundaily.com
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KUALA LUMPUR — Pengimportan pertama stok ayam bulat
sebanyak satu kontena dengan volum 21 tan metrik akan
sampai hari ini.

Lembaga Pertubuhan Peladang {LPP) berkata, ayam-ayam
bulat yang diimport itu telah mendapat pengesahan dari
Jabatan Perkhidmatan Veterinar.

Pengimportan ini merupakan lanjutan daripada isu kekurangan bekalan ayam negara dan Lembaga
Pertubuhan Peladang (LPP) melalui Nafas dan Gabungan Pertubuhan Peladang Negeri telah diberi
peranan utama untuk melaksanakan program stok penimbal ayam bagi tujuan menstabilkan
keperluan bekalan ayam negara.

Program ini dilaksanakan secara berperingkat dengan kerjasama dari pihak FAMA dan Gabungan
Pertubuhan- Pertubuhan Negeri terutama dalam penggunaan kemudahan bilik sejuk.

Kemasukan bekalan ayam seterusnya akan dibawa masuk ke dalam negara pada Isnin ini iaitu
sebanyak tiga kontena yang akan ditempatkan di bilik sejuk beku Nafas di Sungai Bakap, Pulau
Pinang.

Sementara itu pengedaran ayam pula adalah melalui jaringan rangkaian Pertubuhan Peladang
Negeri (PPN} dan Pertubuhan Peladang Kawasan {PPK) dan Lembaga Pemasaran Pertanian
Persekutuan (FAMAY).

Menurutnya, LPP akan memantau perlaksanaan penjadualan pengimportan oleh Nafas

Tiga buah Pertubuhan Peladang Negeri (PPN} pula iaitu PPN Selangor, PPN Johor dan PPN Perak
dikenalpasti bagi membantu Nafas menjayakan program ini.

Manakala beberapa PPN lain akan turut sama dilibatkan mengikut keperluan semasa, tambah Nafas.
- MalaysiaGazette
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Lembaga Pertubuhan Peladang (LPP) dalam kenyataan hari ini memaklumkan pengimportan
ayam itu adalah daripada pengeluar yang telah mendapat pengesahan Jabatan
Perkhidmatan Veterinar.

“Bekalan ayam seterusnya akan dibawa masuk ke dalam negara pada Isnin ini iaitu tiga
kontena yang akan ditempatkan di bilik sejuk beku NAFAS di Sungai Bakap, Pulau Pinang,”
menurut kenyataan itu.

LPP memaklumkan lembaga itu melalui NAFAS dan Gabungan Pertubuhan Peladang Negeri
telah diberi peranan utama untuk melaksanakan program stok penimbal ayam bagi tujuan
menstabilkan keperluan bekalan ayam negara.

Menurut LPP, program tersebut dilaksanakan secara berperingkat dengan kerjasama
Lembaga Pemasaran Pertanian Persekutuan (FAMA) dan gabungan berkenaan, terutama
dalam penggunaan kemudahan bilik sejuk.

Sementara itu, LPP memaklumkan pengedaran ayam pula adalah melalui jaringan rangkaian
Pertubuhan Peladang Negeri (PPN) dan Pertubuhan Peladang Kawasan (PPK) dan FAMA,
dengan LPP akan memantau pelaksanaan penjadualan pengimportan oleh NAFAS.

Tiga PPN iaitu PPN Selangor, Johor dan Perak dikenal pasti bagi membantu NAFAS
menjayakan program tersebut dengan beberapa PPN lain akan turut sama dilibatkan
mengikut keperluan semasa.-Bernama
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18/6/2022  MSN.COM

First batch of round chicken stockpile to arrive June 18, says
farmers' board

KUALA LUMPUR: The National Farmers’ Organisation (Nafas) has started importing round chickens
from poultry producers with the first stockpile of 21 metric tonnes in one container set to arrive
Saturday (June 18).

The Farmers' Organisation Board {LPP), in a statement, said the supply was imported from poultry
producers that had obtained approval from the Veterinary Services Department.

“The next chicken supply will be brought into the country on Monday {June 20), namely three
containers that will be placed in the Nafas freezer room in Sungai Bakap, Penang,” the statement
read.

It added that LPP, through Nafas and State Farmers’ Organisations (PPN), has been given the main
task of implementing the chicken buffer stock programme to stabilise the country’s chicken supply
needs.

According to LPP, the programme would be implemented in stages, in collaboration with the Federal
Agricultural Marketing Authority (Fama) and PPN, especially in terms of cold room facilities usage.

In addition, LPP said that the distribution of chicken would be done through PPN, Area Farmers’
Organisations (PPK) and Fama networks, while LPP would monitor the implementation of import
scheduling by Nafas.

Selangor PPN, Johor PPN and Perak PPN have been selected to assist Nafas in carrying out the
programme and other PPNs would also be included based on current needs. - Bernama
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