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Poultry farmers are reaching cracking point

By IMRAN HILMY
and PAVITHRA RAMAN
newsdesk@thestar.com.my

GEORGE TOWN: Poultry farmers
here are clalming that the egg short-
age is coused by market manipuls-
turs out to make a killing.

Chicken breeder Muhammad Sufi
Jamdl, 32, alleged that these mnrliﬁu-
lators hoard their egg supplies that
wire supposed to be di to
consumers =0 the price would
lrmre.wn:se‘

] shortage happened
before GE% but alt:fr.hm. £ egEs
mysteriously appeared and are
available at most grocery and retall

5,

“Some of the eggs on sale now are
cither expired or close to expiry”
sald Muhammad Sufi.

He said other factors causing the
shortage of eggs included the uncer-
tain weather and threat from wild-
life near poultry farms.

“What the authorities can do now
is to monitor and control the
supply so it will nutbemmpulag
l-‘b:thee[gg ce and make it com-
pulsory for s to report their
produce.

“This will not only help us control
the supply but also the price,” said

uhammad Sufl.

Another breeder, who wanted to
be known only as All said he had
heen supplying chicken eggs direct
to condumers and grocery shaps in
Alor Setar,

1 have never used middlemen. |
deliver my produce straight to con-
sumers, which Is why [ have never
encountered this problem,

“But [ agree the government
should control the prices of basic
items such as e?s 1o protect the con-
sumers,” he sai

Grocery shop owner Mat Izzudin
Idris, 43, said he had no problem
getting eggs from his supplier,

“But sometimes, | have to lmit the
sale of eggs as the supply is also lim-
ited. [ hope the egg shortage prob-
lem will not happen again. Eggs are
an important part of the diet for

e, y the Ba0,” sald Mat
Gzez‘;mm. whose shop is In Bukit

ong.
A check by The Star at several gro-
cery shops In Seberang Pral and
George Town found no egg shortage.
However, many shops are imposing
a limit of 10 eges per customer.

The egs are hr'ingsald atbetween
38sen and 45sen each according to
thelr grade.

Mart marketing and communication
manager Bryan Wong said there
was no shortage.

“No shortage of eggs. Selling at all
outlets,” Wong sald {n a Whatsapp
message.

He added the price of - per

tray of 30 - was RM13.50 for Grade
A, RM12.90 for Grade B and RM11.70
for Grade C.

With the holidays around the cor-
ner, the egg shortage continues to
worry consumers and sellers in
Petaling Jaya
Nor Zaind Zainul Abidin, 41, who
manages a cor:‘l;enience mre] in

aya, s eggs has
been ﬂ%rullimhe lﬁ&nrﬁnw.

"W used to get our supplies from
Al kets and local suppli
Now, even they are out of eges,” sald
the ma director of the 929
Convenlence Stare.

Nor Zaini sald it was difficult for
her to obtain Grade A eggs, which
are her customers’ preferved cholce.

“Nowadays, we can only get Grade
D or Grade E eggs, which are rela-

tively small,” she added.

Nor Zaini said that although she
was not suffering significant profit
losses due to the shortage, she was
concerned about & decline In cus-
tomer satisfaction,

The managing director also paint-
ed out the recent increase in the
prices of chicken eggs,

“Grade AA used to cost
around RM14.40 per carton. but
now they cost around RM15,

"Grade A and B eggs used to cost
RM13 and RM12.40 per carton, now
they cost RM13.50 and RM12.90 per
carton respectively” she added.

Egg merchamt B, Ravichandran
from Balakong, Seri Kembangan,
also said the price of eggs had risen
due to thelr scarcity.

“Suppliers have Increased their
prices, which has been particularly
difficult for small business owners
like myself.

“Eges used to cost around 38sen to
40sen each, regardless of their
grades, but now they cost nearly
A455en,” he lamented.

Consumers are likewise frustrated
by the egg shortage.

Housewife Sivakami Elango, 45,
said the shelves at supermarkets and

convenience sb?yres ul;ema.ine:l half
empty even early in the morning.

‘Ilﬁnwz resorted to buying kam-
pung eggs at the morning markets
now since ft is very hard to get
price-controlled eggs in large quanti-
ties from the stores.

“Although my children did not like
the kampung eggs at first, they have
now grown used to them.”

Sivakami said it would be much
more difficult for her to manage if
the egg shortage continues until the
undeo%hc year,

“If the lasts: until the
vear-end holidays, it would be chal-
len, since my children will be
around, and [ will have to cook mare
often,” she added.

Accounting student Jessyca Han,
whose family has an annual radi-
ton of ba Christmas cookies
together, sald the government
should act to resalve the shortage.

“Ii the shortage continues, many
families will be robbed of quality
family time and deliclous Christmas
cookies, which are crucial parts of
the holiday season tradition.

“1 hope the government takes nec-
essary steps to address this issue”
added the 22-year-ald,

No quick solutions, just a slow boil

Shortage of egg supply likely resolved early next year, says DOSM

By ZAKIAH KOYA"

and KHOO GEK SAN *
newsdesk@thestarcom.my
PETALING JAYA: The shortage of
egg supply in some parts of the
country is due to varicus factors

This simation has been made
worse by the unexpected behaviour
of consumers which have caused a
surge in demand, said authorides.

The Agriculture and Food
Industry (MAFD) and Domestic
Trede and Consumer Affairs
Ministry (KPDNHEP) reported that
the projection of the demand was
not as predicted and eggs are not an
itemn which can he kept in stock for
long.

MAFI secretary-general Datuk
Haslina Abdul Hamid said that it is
normai for a high demand for eggs
at this time of the year, but the
problem is usually offset with early
preparations ang planning since
September.

“At the National Council of Cast of
Living (Naccal) meeting with Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Anwar Ihrahim
ar. Sunday, MATFI presented the
(Supply) situaticn on the seven con-
trolled items, including eggs. We
have no shortage on premium eggs
which are not controlled items, but
there s ashortage on graded egps A,
BandC

"However, this Hme arpund,
there was a sudden surge as con-

sumers are sudderly eating gut
meore and there is more demand for
Grade A, B and € (eggs).

*In Seﬁemhnr, we discussed pro-

duction issues with egg producers,
whogse main request was that we
reloek the subsidy given to them —
which is 10sen — as their cost of
production has increased.

“The decrease in our currency
also Jowered their profits as most of

Eggs under control

Ministry at:

T WhateApp 018 279 4317 o
0198485000

3, Call Contra 1600 46 800
4, e-Mall e-adunni@ikpdn-

Sturee: Dorrastic Frage mdco;mmm
Affairs Ministry (KPDNHEP)
TheSIE graphics

the proteins fed to layer chickens
are irported.

“We have looked at (feed) alter-
natves bul these alternatives such
as planting corn taie up to eight
months. We cannot resolve these
problems immediately,” said

slina.

She also said that the farms that
export and those that produce for
local consumption are different as

the eggs for export 1o Singapore
have high specifications which not
ti:v‘e’;'_i'l farm can meet.
e complalnts of too many eggs
n some places while there are none
in certain places stem mainly from
logistics ‘and suppliers ‘ot being
¢ 10 replenish stocks in time,”
said Haslina.

KPDNHEF  secretary-general
Datuk Azonan Mohd Yusof said that
the shartage of eggs is not in all
parts of the country, but in lacations
where there is a demand surge.

"We understand that there is a
shortage from the farms itself but
despite that, we will take acdon

anyone wio raises the pric-
es of Grade A, B and C eggs as these
are controlled items. If we find that
there are states with no eggs at all,
we then request that other states
with extra stack to help out.

“1 have ordered that there be
more enforcement checks by
KPDNHEP personnel ta ensure that
there is no profiteering, The pic-
tures on social media of heaps of
eggs being sold out immediately is a
commaon occurrence when there
are porker surges.

“However, [ ask thal consumers
posting these (images) on social
media be specific as lo where this is
happening and if there is profiteer-
ing, we can take action.

"It is ot an item which retailers
can keep er freeze to increase the

prices. Furthermore, 1t is a can-
trolled foad item, so be patient”
said Azman, WIging consumers to
file complaints of profiteering or
hoarding to KPDNHEP.

Department of Statistics Malaysia
(DOSM) chief statistician Datuk Seri
Dr Monhd Uzir Mahidin said that the
shortage of eggs is an issue tied
clasely ta the reopening of the econ-
oy poskCovid-19.

"Egg consummption is high now as
it {5 an Ingredient In many
Malaysian dishes. With the econo-
my now fully reopened and pesple
confident enough to travel and
spend, there is an increase in food
consumption beyond what was
expected.

"Unlike pre-Covid-19, data shows
that Malaysians are not waiting far
weekends to travel and go out for
meals with their family and
friends,” said Mohd Uzi

“However, the supply readiness
to meet the surge in demand has
not yet reached an equilibrum,
causing the shortage.

“We project that this will be
resolved by early next year, when
demand for feod: iterns, including
eggs, stabilises. The price of feed-
stock, which is used in producdon
of faod such as eggs, will also hope-
Fully stabilise by then.

This i5 something that is happen-
ing actoss the world, not only in
Malaysia,” said Mohd Usir.

No truth to sabotage claims, says farmers’ association chief

PETALING JAYA: The egg shortage
iz a global phenomenan and unlike-
ly 1o be resolved soon, say livestock
armers.

They also scoffed at sabotage
claims on soclal media that there
was a shortage before the recent-
Iy-concluded 15th General Election,
and eggs were now flooding the
market.

Federation of Livestock Farmers’
Associations of Malaysia (FLEAM)
president Tan Chee Hee said the
sabotage claim is not logical as eggs

are perishable (tems that cannot be
hoarded.

“Generally, the whole world has
an ege shortage and Malaysia Is no
exception.

“Farmers are working very hard
to produce more but we have been
badly affected by poor demand dur-
ing the pandemic (ockdowns), then
asudden surge of demand after the
economy reopened, followed by an
increase in rw material prices, and
disease challenges,” satd Tan.

“Currently we are facing a short-

age of layer chicks (or chicken
reared to lay eggs).

“This is one of the main causes,”
he explained.

“The ather cause is the controlled

rice (of Grade A, B and € eggs) that
3 not mcoumgllng farmers to pro-
duce more as the subsidies are not
sufficient for them to cover thelr
costs.

“It is a very tght margin for big
farms to produce at these prices
despite a recent 10sen subsidy by
the government,” he added,

Since July 1, the government has
fixed the celling price for Grade A
chicken epgs at 45sen each, 43sen
for Grade B and 41sen for Grade C.

“We don't think there's sabotage
%ruducelx Eggs are highly per-

ble ftems.

“Layer farms do not have large
storage areas to keep eggs for more
than two ar three days.

“We are noet like other industrial
producers who can keep thelr
stocks for longer periods to wait for
better timing to s¢ll at a better pric-

ing” said Tan,

He also said there Is no clear
shortage at present, bt it is more of
shortages in certain areas with a
sudden surge in demond due to
we:ldh;fs or in areas facing logistic
and delivery issues.

He said the authorities should
understand that farmers cannot
rectify the low production situation
Immediately, due to the cycle of egg
production.
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He urged the government to
increase the subsidies during the
control price period or let the mar-
ket dictate prices, . ) g

“We also hope that the authorities
would facilitate soft loans to farm-
ers immediately to ease the cash
flow problem that FLFAM members
have been dealing with,” said Tan.

The association’s deputy presi
dent Lee Yoon Yeau said egg pro
duction has also been affected by
lower cuality feedstock, whicl
influences chicken growth, as wel
as the weather which is not condu
cive for egg-laying.

“We have to set
purchase limits
among
customers, but
not for hawkers.”

Datuk Lim Choon Se
s e —NIREL N

Mydin managing director Datuk
Ameer Ali Mydin said egg suppliers
can only meet 20% of his super-
market chain’s demand.

“Except for the Mydin hypermar-
ket chain, we have checked on the
ground at various supermarkets. At
10am (yesterday), there were empty
shelves everywhere,” he said.

Supermarket chain NSK Group is
also facing problems, with its group
senior adviser Datuk Lim Choon Se
saying suppliers can only meet 40%
of his supermarkets’ demand,

He added that the shortage raust
lie resolved as soon as possible as
the demand for eggs would be huge
one week before Chinese New Year,

ait will be bigger hefore and
during Ramadhan and Hari Raya
Aidilfitri, in March and April respec-
tively.

“We have to set purchase limits
among customers, but not for
hawkers," said Lim.




