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Itll be fair to all, says Sabu

Any new ceiling price for local white rice to be discussed

KUALA LUMPUR: Any proposal
to raise the ceiling price of local
white rice will ensure fairness to
all parties — farmers, producers,
traders and consumers, says
Datuk Seri Mohamad Sabu.

The Agriculture and Food Secu-
rity Minister said the current
price of RM26 per 10kg had not
been changed since 2008.

“If there is any increase, we will
have to discuss with the Economy
Ministry, Finance Ministry as well
as the Domestic Trade and Cost of
Living Ministry on how we can be
fair to all parties, including the
government and those in the
Opposition, who are also involved
in this matter,” he said in a sup-
plementary question from Nurul
Amin Hamid (PN-Padang Terap)
during Question Time in Parlia-
ment yesterday.

Nurul Amin asked the ministry
whether the proposed increase in
the price ceiling of local white rice
would be done in stages consider-
ing the high cost of living faced by
the people.

Mohamad said that if the pro-
posal was accepted, there was still
a need for a comprehensive dis-
cussion with the Economy Minis-
try on the impact of such changes
on the people as well as rice pro-
ducers.

“Surely, the Finance Ministry
will also be consulted. An inten-
sive discussion is currently being
made to get all the feedback inclu-
ding from MPs, especially those

who are from areas that have
padi plantations,” he said.

In recent months, there have
been calls for the government to
increase the ceiling price for local
white rice.

The government is also looking
to form a national stockpile for
certified padi seeds to address
market shortages.

Mohamad said in the long term,
the government was thinking of
building a national stockpile simi-
lar to the one for rice stock.

“We are planning to build a
similar one with at least 500,000
bags of padi seeds in case any-
thing happens.

“Currently we don’t have one
and this is for the future,” he said

in reply to a supplementary ques-
tion from Dr Ahmad Fakhruddin
Fakhrurazi (PN-Kuala Kedah).

Ahmad Fakhruddin asked the
ministry on the type of enforce-
ment to be carried out by the
authorities to ensure there was
no manipulation on the price of
certified padi seeds so that far-
mers will have access to the seeds
based on the government-control-
led price.

Several measures have also
been .takeh by the ministry to
ensure an adequate supply
including the approval of 532,325
sacks of certified padi seeds for
use in Kedah and Perlis.

A total of 112,260 bags of padi
seeds were produced on Nov 10,

Making sure aid reaches targéted

By MAZWIN NIK ANIS
mazwin@thestar.com.my

PUTRAJAYA: A Farmers Registra-
tion Enactment will be drawn up
to facilitate the channelling of aid
to farmers and the government’s
planning for agriculture and
agrofood, says the Agriculture
and Food Security Ministry. .

The ministry said the draftin
of the enactment was agreed
upon by state executive council-
lors in charge of agriculture dur-
ing a meeting chaired by minister
Datuk Seri Mochamad Sabu on
Wednesday.

“With the enactment in place,
there will be a database to record
and register farmers in Malaysia.

“It will also ensure that incen-
tives which the government pro-
vides will reach the target group
and to avoid leakages in extend-
ing assistance to farmers,” the
ministry said in a statement.

However, the ministry did not
specify when the enactment
would be ready.

The meeting was also present-
ed with a proposal to set up dedi-
cated areas for organic farming at
state level.

“The proposal for the creation

of such an area is in line with the
National Agrofood Policy and the
National Food Security Action
Plan.

“Under the two plans, it is stated
that organic farming is one of the
activities to be given focus in tack-
ling global challenges, whereby
environment-friendly approach-
es to agriculture are to be adopt-
ed,” it added.

The meeting was also briefed
on plans to strengthen pouliry
farming through planning guide-
lines that had been prepared by
the Town and Country Planning
Department.

Easy-peasy:
A farmer
harvesting padi
% with a rice
harvester
machine

. in Sekinchan,
— Bernama

compared to 79,142 on Nov 3 and
151,200 bags on Oct 26, he said.

The government is also expect-
ed to approve the production of
50,000 bags of padi seeds today in
which 31,000 bags will be distrib-
uted to Muda Agricultural Deve-
lopment Authority (Mada) and
the remaining ones sent to Perlis
and Kedah.

Other moves include the forma-
tion of a task force to ensure that
all retailers sell padi seeds at the
prices set by the government and
there will be no hoarding of cert-
fied rice seeds.

As of Nov 7, Mohamad said a
total of 20 licences had been
revoked, while another two
licences were revoked yesterday.

farmers

“The ministry has also brought
forward a proposal to include
China prawn net traps or bubu
naga as additional -equipment
that is not allowed to be used for
fishing activities.

“This is due to complaints by
Hcensed fishermen who claimed
their fishing nets get damaged
after getting stuck with bubu
naga,” the ministry said.

The meeting was also present-
ed with a paper on the Young
Agropreneur Programme, an ini-
tiative to encourage and assist

young people to get involved in

the agrofood sector.
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