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Pork prices in Sabah down RM3 per kilo post-ASF outbreak

Minister expects reductions to remain as long as farmers continue to enhance their
productivity levels

KOTA KINABALU - Pork prices in Sabah
ster of Agriculture and Food Security have decreased by 15% following the
recovery from the African Swine Fever
(ASF) outbreak.

Deputy Agriculture and Food Security
Minister Chan Foong Hin said in a
statement that the matter was
announced by the Sabah Livestock
Association recently, and he welcomes

local farmers’ decision to reduce the prices of livestock.

“For instance, the cost of live pigs on Sabah’s west coast has decreased from RM21 to RM18
per kg, while in the east coast towns of Sandakan and Tawau, the prices have adjusted from
RM21.50 to RM18.50 per kg.”

“It is anticipated that these reductions will remain in effect as long as our farmers continue
to enhance their productivity levels.

“l am optimistic that this initiative will have a positive impact on local consumers, allowing
them to access fresh pork at more affordable rates.”

Chan said the 200-acre large-scale modern pig farming project in Tongod'’s Pig Farming Area
is also in the pipeline, adding that the project would significantly boost production and
contribute to further reductions in pork prices.

Meanwhile, he acknowledged the diligence of Sabah farmers who followed the guidelines
and regulations set by the Sabah Department of Veterinary Services to combat the ASF
outbreak over the past 18 months.

He said prior to the ASF outbreak in 2021, Sabah had achieved self-sufficiency in pork
production, meeting the local market demand of approximately 10,000 live pigs per month.

“Sabah had once enjoyed stable market conditions for pork, and | am confident that, with
concerted efforts, we can restore such stability in the near future.” — August 22, 2023
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Projek Smart SBB bantu tingkatkan hasil pesawah 50 peratus

~ HASIL tuaian para pesawah yang terlibat
dengan Projek Smart Sawah Berkala Besar
(Smart SBB) Mini Sekinchan Mada

" & mencecah sehingga 10.45 tan metrik

I perhektar iaitu jumlah tertinggi pernah

direkodkan di negeri ini di Kampung Lat

1,000, Arau, Perlis semalam. -

; -, ARAU: Hasil pendapatan kira-kira 70
pesawah yang terllbat dengan PFOJek Smart Sawah Berkala Besar (Smart SBB) Mini
Sekinchan Mada di Kampung Lat 1,000 di sini, meningkat sehingga 50 peratus selepas hasil
mencecah 10.45 tan metrik per hektar. Hasil lebih 10 tan metrik bagi keluasan satu hektar
itu juga disifatkan paling tinggi pernah direkodkan di negeri ini, memandangkan hasil
kebanyakan pesawah...
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Malaysia
perlu
hasilkan
padi tahap
sara diri

Oleh JUANI MUNIR ABU BAKAR

dan CATHERINE IRENE MILTON
‘utusannews@mediamulia.commy

PETALING JAYA: Malaysia perlu®
berusaha menghasilkan padi
untuk mencapai tahap sara diri

" (SSL) sepenuhnya tanpa bergan-
tung kepada import.

_Ini kerana Malaysia berke-
upayaan mencapai tahap terse-
but dan tidak mustahil menjadi
negara pengeksport beras seki-
ranya semua pihak khususnya
pesawah sanggup berubah dan
dapat menghasilkan pengelua-
ran padi sekitar 10 tan per hektar.

Buat masa ini, kebanyakan ta-
naman padi di kawasan Lembaga
Pertanian Muda (MADA) hanya
mengeluarkan hasil sekitar empat
ke lima tan bagi satu hektar.

Ketika ini, SSL negara ada-
lah pada tahap 70 peratus me-
nyebabkan Malaysia bergantung
kepada import beras dari India
dan Vietnam.

Malaysia perlu berusaha ke
arah SSL sepenuhnya berikutan
negara terbabit sudah memberi
isyarat mengurangkan atau ber-
henti mengeksport beras.

Dalam perkembangan sama,
semalam Indonesia mengu-
mumkan akan mengimport dua
juta tan beras menjelang akhir
tahun ini bagi menghadapi ke-
marau yang dijangka berlaku
akibat El Nino.

Ini diburukkan lagi dengan
kebimbangan harga beras import
dijangka terus meningkat susu-
lan kebimbangan terhadap beka-
lan global dengan memperlihat-
kan harga beras di Asia mencecah
paras tertinggi dalam tempoh
hampir 15 tahun.

Bersambung di muka 2
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Malaysia perlu hasilkan
| padl tahap sara diri: -

Darlmuka1

; Bercakap kepada Utusan Ma-
laysia, Pengerusi Pertubuhan
Gerak Tani, Datuk Mazlan Ali-
man berkata, sebenarnya Ma-
laysia mempunyai banyak kepa-
karan tanaman padi, sebaliknya
peranan pakar pengalaman itu
dikesampingkan sekali gus me-
‘nyebabkan idea mereka terblar
~ begitu sahaja. :
~ Katanya, penghasilan padi
kini berdepan pelbagai cabaran
termasuk ketidaktentuan cuaca
sekali gus pengkongsian kepa-
karan amat diperlukan manaka-
la mekanisme tanaman perlu
berubah seiring perkembangan
semasa.

“Tetapi sistem tanaman
masih takuk lama, malah tiada
usaha perubahan besar-besaran
yang dilakukan bagi meningkat-
kan pengeluaran padi bagi me-
ngurangkan kebergantungan
import beras.

“Jika keadaan ini berteru-
san, sukar untuk meningkatkan
lapan metrik tan sehektar padi
atau lebih meskipun kerajaan
membelajakan banyak wang
untuk menambah pengeluaran.

“Dua kata kunci di sini ada-
lah libatkan bersama kepakaran
tempatan dan kena ada refor-
‘masi sistem tanaman padi yang
masih guna cara lama,” katanya
ketika dihubungi semalam. .

Sebelum ini, Menteri Per-
tanian dan Keterjaminan Ma-
kanan, Datuk Seri Mohamad
Sabu berkata, negara-negara
pembekal beras import seperti
India dan Vietnam telah mem-

beri isyarat mengurangkan atau
berhenti eksport beras.

Hal ini kerana timbul kebim-

bangan harga beras import dija-
ngka terus meningkat berikutan
kebimbangan terhadap bekalan
global dengan memperlihatkan
harga beras di Asia mencecah
paras tertinggi dalam tempoh
hampir 15 tahun.
* Dalam pada itu, Mazlan me-
nambah, kerajaan dan pemain
industri perlu menyalurkan in-
sentif kepada mana-mana pihak
yang mahu mengusahakan ta-
nah sebagai tanaman padi me-
mandangkan mereka berdepan
kekangan kewangan.

Katanya, masalah itu me-
nyebabkan banyak tanah sawah
terbiar begitu sahaja kerana
tidak dapat diusahakan.

“Kebanyakan mereka tiada
keupayaan dana untuk mengu-
sahakan sawah,-jadi perlu satu

- insentif agar dapat membantu
. pesawah mengusahakan tanam

sekali gus dapat meningkatkan
pengeluaran padi,” katanya.
Pada masa sama, Ketua Pe-
ngarah Institut Penyelidikan dan
Kemajuan Pertanian Malaysia -
(MARDI), Datuk Dr. Mohamad
Zabawi Abdul Ghani berkata,
pada masa ini, varieti padi yang
dihasilkan pihaknya berpotensi
mengeluarkan hasil di antara 10
hingga 12 tan sehektar di sam-
ping mempunyai elemen keta-

hanan terhadap penyakit yang

tinggi, rintang pada perubahan
cuaca seperti kemarau.
Walaubagaimanapun, bagi
mendapatkan hasil pengeluaran
padi“yang optimum, penguru-

san sawah perlu dipertingkat-
kan dengan menitik berataspek
pengurusan baja dan pengairan
yang sistematik selain penggu-
naan input tambahan sebagai
pemangkin hasil pengeluaran
padi.

“Usaha-usaha ini akan dapat
memastikan keterjaminan beka-
Ian beras negara seandainya ne-
gara- negara pengimport beras
mengenakan sekatan,” katanya.

Ketua Laboratori Kajian
Dasar Pertanian dan Makanan
Institut Pertanian Tropika Dan
Sekuriti Makanan Universiti

- Putra Malaysia (UPM), Prof. Dr.
‘Abdul Rahim Abdul Samad pula

berkata, Malaysia mempunyai
lima varieti padi baharu yang
berkeupayaan menghasilkan
sekurang-kurangnya lapan tan
padi sehektar dihasilkan penye—

_ lidik tempatan.

Katanya, penggunaan benih
padi seumpama itu perlu diper-
luaskan yang boleh ditanam dan
dituai tiga kali setahun untuk
menyelesaikan isu ketergantun-
gan beras import kepada semua
pesawah di seluruh negeri.

- Beliau berkata, dengan meng-
gunakan varieti padi baharu itu,
objektif kera]aan mencapai ta-
hap sara siri beras negara boleh
dicapailebih mudah.

- “Varieti benih padi . Seri Waja
(MR315) dan Kembang Sari
(MRQ104) dapat mengeluarkan
hasil sehingga sembilan tan met-
rik beras per hektar dan bersifat,
lebih daya tahan serangan pe-
nyakit serta sesuai dengan ke-
adaan tanah dan cuaca di ne-
gara,” katanya.
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WIDE-RANGING BENEFITS

ESSENTIAL TO

EMBRAC
HI-TECH

Experts say Al,
smart technology
plus training for
farmers will ensure
food security and
better profits

IYLIA MARSYA ISKANDAR
KUALA LUMPUR
iyliamarsya@nst.com

XPERTS have called on

the government to fur-

ther incorporate the use

of artificial intelligence
(AI} and smart technology in agri-
culture to boost foad security and
productivity.

‘They said the use of Al would
augur well with the Madani Econ-
omy framework, which aimed to
bolster food security by employ-
ing agro-technology; establish-
ing a win-win situation in free-
trade agreements; and optimis-
ing unused land.

Universiti Putra Malaysia's
(UPM) Putra Business School
agricultural economist Professor
Datuk Dr M. Nasir Shamsudin
said innovation and investments
in agricultural system technolo-
gy would allow farmers to be-
come profitable and efficient,
while using safer and environ-
mental-friendly practices.

He said this would establish

Gt @ &

FARMING

EKONOMI
MADANI
/fﬂl"flﬂ'[td'ﬁ' abyal

more reliable monitoring sys-
tems for natural resources, such
as air and water quality, which in
turn, would give farmers better
control over crop and livestock
production, processing, distribu-
tion and storage.

Nasir said farmers would see
greater efficiency in their oper-
ations, reduced cost and safer
growing conditions with less en-
vironmental and ecological im-
pact. He said consumers would
also benefit as such systems could
lower the prices of produce,

“Examples of such technology
are, among others, soil and water
sensors, weather tracking, satel-
lite imaging, automation,
minichromosome technology,
vertical farming, Al, nanotech-
nolagy, GPS applications, robots
and precision agriculture.

“In using such technology,
farmers no longer have to apply
water, fertiliser and pesticides
uniformly across entire fields.

“Instead, they need only use
minimum guantities of water,
fertiliser or pesticides because
they need only target very spe-
cific areas, or even treat individ-
ual crops differently.”

Nasir said developments in
agricultural system technologies
had allowed most developed

[t g B s - ¢ X8 e g
When using smart technology in agriculture, farmers no longer have to

apply water, fertiliser and pesticides uniformly across fields.

With agro-technology, famrs will see greater efficiency
growing conditions with less environmental and ecological impact. FILE PiX

Professor Datuk Dr M.
Nasir Shamsudin

economiies to increase their farm
productivity.

He said in Malaysia, low levels
of agricultural systems technol-
ogy application was a major
stumbling block in increasing
productivity in the sector.

“The application of such tech-
nology must be supported by re-
search and development in the
fields of physical sciences, engi-
neering and computer sciences,
as well as the development of
agricultural devices, sensors and
systems, Assessments must also
be made on how to employ such
technology economically with
minimal disruption to existing
practices.

“There must also be pro-
grammes to train farmers on how
to use new technology,” said
Nasir.

He added that investments
must be expedited for these sci-
entific and technological ad-
vances, as well as for appropriate
infrastructure, capacity-building
initiatives and policies.

“In terms of capacity-building,
other than academic pro-
grammes in agricultural engi-
neering. which is currently being
offered by UPM, universities may
also consider offering academic
programmes in agricultural sys-
tems technology.

“Graduates can find rewarding
careers in a variety of agricultural
businesses. Among them are ca-
reers focusing on managing. us-
ing and troubleshooting technol-
ogy, which applies knowledge on
agriculture and processing sys-
tems.”

Dr Muhamad Shakirin
Mispan

He said in terms of policy, in-
centives must be provided to help
absoarb the cost incurred by farm-
ers in their input and output,
which could encourage them to
invest in sustainable and prof-
itable farming practices.

Universiti Malaya agriculture
expert Dr Muhamad Shakirin
Mispan said among the types of
agro-technology that Malaysia
could adopt were smart farming,
precision farming and distribu-
tion applications.

He said by incorporating
agrotech into their practices,
farmers could produce higher
quality crops with added value.

*One example is for mushroom
farmers to cultivate the crop as a
food seasoning item or to pro-
duce vegan burgers. This gives
added-value ro their produce and
they may even export their prod-
ucts.

“This would not only increase
our food security, but help sus-
tain the country’s economy,” said
Shakirin, adding that such prac-
tices would attract more youths
to the agricultural sector.

He said the development of an
application to facilitate the dis-
tribution of agricultural produce
would help farmers gain more in-
come and expand their business-
es.

Meanwhile, Universiti Putra
Malaysia Institute of Tropical
Agriculture and Food Security re-
search fellow Datin Paduka Dr
Fatimah Mohamed Arshad said
Malaysia had to expedire the
adaptation of Al to mitigate the
effects of climate change on the

Datin Paduka Dr
Fatimah Mohamed
Arshad

in their operations, reduced cost and safer

Associate Professor Dr
Shri Dewi Applanaidu

agriculture sector.

She said Al could be used to
monitor climate change ta devel-
op early warning systems and
monitor supply-and-demand
through big data.

She said the rechnology could
be applied to various points of the
supply chain from its distribu-
tion to the consumer.

“This is the best chance for
Malaysia to be a leader in this
field. We can use this opportunity
1o develop ‘climate smart® agri-
cultural technology to revamp
and transform our agriculture
sector. We could even export such
technology overseas.

“We need to create applications
for input distribution as well as
management for water, fertiliser,
disease and weather, to name a
few. It is a gold mine for appli-
cation developers,” she said.

Universiti Utara Malaysia Sus-
tainable Agriculture and Food
Research Unit head Associate
Professor Dr Shri Dewi Ap-
planaidu said investments in re-
search and development (R&D)
should be focused based on spe-
cific needs of different types of
farming.

“Sometimes we aim for a big
chunk of money to be invested
for R&D, but this may not be nec-
essary at times. It depends on the
needs of the area.

“To cite an example, smallhold-
ers in the plantation sector need
help to boost productivity. In
such a case, investments in R&D
should be channelled into re-
search for production instead
any other activities,” she said.
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SANDAKAN: Penternak babi di Sabah
memutuskan untuk menurunkan harga
bekalan babi hidup sebanyak 10-15 pera-
tus kepada penyembelih susulan pemuli-
han daripada penularan wabak Demam
Babi Afrika (ASF).

Timbalan Menteri Pertanian dan
Keterjaminan Makanan Chan Foong Hin
berkata beliau dimaklumkan mengenai
keputusan oleh Persatuan Ternakan
Sabah (SLA) itu baru-baru ini.

Langkah itu dipuji Chan kerana wabak
ASF telah memberi kesan besar terhadap
industri ternakan tempatan sekali gus
menyebabkan kenaikan harga dan keku-
rangan bekalan,

“Pelarasan harga ini mencerminkan
usaha berterusan penternak kita yang
berdedikasi untuk terus meningkatkan
produktiviti.

“Pengurangan harga ini dijangka akan
terus berkunat kunasa selagi penternak
kita meningkatkan tahap produktivic
mereka,” katanya dalam satu kenyataan.

Chan berterima kasih kepada penter-
nak tempatan yang telah mematuhi garis
panduan dan peraturan yang ditetapkan
oleh Jabatan Perkhidmatan Veterinar
(DVS) Sabah dalam memerangi wabak
ASF sejak 18 bulan lalu,

“Komitmen mereka ini telah berjaya
mengawal dan membendung dengan
tiada kes baharu ASF dilaporkan,

“Sememangnya, sebelum wabak ASF
pada 2021, Sabah telah mencapai tahap
sara diri dalam pengeluaran daging babi,
memenuhi permintaan pasaran tem-
patan kira-kira 10,000 babi hidup setiap
bulan,” katanya. - Bernama

Powered by: @isentia
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PENTERNAK TURUNKAN HARGA BABI HIDUP SELEPAS WABAK ASF
PULIH DI SABAH
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~ SANDAKAN: Penternak babi di Sabah memutuskan
", untuk menurunkan harga bekalan babi hidup
sebanyak 10-15 peratus kepada penyembelih
susulan pemulihan daripada penularan wabak
Demam Babi Afrika (ASF).

Timbalan Menteri Pertanian dan Keterjaminan
Makanan Chan Foong Hin berkata beliau
dimaklumkan mengenai keputusan oleh Persatuan

Ternakan Sabah (SLA) itu baru-baru ini.

Langkah itu dipuji Chan kerana wabak ASF telah memberi kesan besar terhadap industri
ternakan tempatan sekali gus menyebabkan kenaikan harga dan kekurangan bekalan.

“Pelarasan harga ini mencerminkan usaha berterusan penternak kita yang berdedikasi untuk
terus meningkatkan produktiviti.

“Pengurangan harga ini dijangka akan terus berkuat kuasa selagi penternak kita
meningkatkan tahap produktiviti mereka,” katanya dalam satu kenyataan di sini semalam.

Chan melahirkan rasa terima kasih kepada penternak tempatan yang telah mematuhi garis
panduan dan peraturan yang ditetapkan oleh Jabatan Perkhidmatan Veterinar (DVS) Sabah
dalam memerangi wabak ASF sejak 18 bulan lalu.

“Komitmen mereka ini telah berjaya mengawal dan membendung dengan tiada kes baharu
ASF dilaporkan.

“Sememangnya, sebelum wabak ASF pada 2021, Sabah telah mencapai tahap sara diri
dalam pengeluaran daging babi, memenuhi permintaan pasaran tempatan kira-kira 10,000
babi hidup setiap bulan,” katanya. - Bernama
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Magis rampas 3,000 kg makanan haiwan dari Itali

SEBAHAGIAN konsainan makanan haiwan
dari Itali yang disita oleh Magis di pintu
masuk Dermaga Air Dalam, Butterworth,
Pulau Pinang hari ini kerana tidak
mempunyai permit import yang sah.

BUTTERWORTH: Jabatan Perkhidmatan
Kuarantin dan Pemeriksaan Malaysia
(Magis) Negeri Pulau Pinang menahan
kemasukan konsainan makanan haiwan
dari Itali di pintu masuk Dermaga Air Dalam

di sini, hari ini.

Pengarah Magqis negeri, Muhammad Ikram Abd. Talib berkata, hasil pemeriksaan yang
dilakukan mendapati konsainan makanan haiwan seberat 3,000 kilogram (kg) bernilai
RM46,000 tersebut tidak mempunyai permit import Maqis yang sah.

Susulan itu, katanya, kesemua konsainan makanan haiwan itu ditahan untuk siasatan lanjut.

“Kegagalan untuk mengemukakan permit import bagi pengimportan makanan haiwan dari
Itali adalah menjadi suatu kesalahan di bawah Seksyen 11(1), Akta Perkhidmatan Kuarantin
dan Pemeriksaan Malaysia 2011 (Akta 728).

“Sabit kesalahan, boleh didenda tidak melebihi RM100,000 atau dipenjara selama tempoh
tidak melebihi enam tahun atau kedua-duanya sekali di bawah Seksyen 11(3) akta yang
sama,” katanya kepada pemberita di sini, hari ini.

Dalam pada itu, Muhammad lkram berkata, pihaknya sentiasa meningkatkan
penguatkuasaan di sempadan bagi memastikan keselamatan keluaran pertanian yang
dibawa masuk ke dalam negara mematuhi syarat dan peraturan yang ditetapkan bagi
menjamin kualiti dan keselamatan agromakanan negara. — UTUSAN
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BUTI'ERWOI'-ITH Jabatan
Perkhidmatan Kuarantin dan
Pemeriksaan Malaysia
(Magis) Pulau Pinang me-

rampas 3,000 kilogram (kg)

makanan haiwan yang diba-
wa masuk dari ltali tanpa
permit import sah.

Pengarahnya, Mu-
hammad lkram Abd Talib
berkata, konsainan makanan
haiwan itu ditahan ketika pe-
meriksaan dilakukan oleh
pegawainya di pintu masuk
Dermaga Air Dalam di sini
pada Selasa.

Menurutnya, makanan
haiwan bernilai RM46,000 itu
didapati dibawa masuk tan-
pa mempunyai permit import
Magis yang sah.

“Kesemua konsainan
makanan haiwan tersebut
ditahan kemasukannya un-
tuk siasatan lanjut. .

“Kegagalan untuk me-
ngemukakan permit import

SINAR
HARIAN

NEGERI
P.PINANG

Pegawai Maqis Pulau Pinang melakukan pemenksaan
terhadap makanan haiwan yang dibawa masuk dari Itali.

bagi pengimportan makan-
an haiwan dari Itali adalah
menjadi suatu kesalahan di
bawah Seksyen 11(1) Akta
Perkhidmatan Kuarantin
dan Pemeriksaan Malaysia
2011,” katanya dalam satu
kenyataan di sini pada
Rabu.

Katanya, pihak yang ber-
tanggungjawab dengan ba-
rang dagangan itu berdepan
dengan denda tidak me-
lebihi RM100,000 atau di
penjara selama tempoh ti-
dak melebihi enam tahun
atau kedua-duanya sekali
jika disabitkan kesalahan.
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Kurang setuju negeri perlu kekal prestasi semasa

Dr Azman mengadakan kunjungan
hormat ke pejabat Lembaga Kemajuan
Ilkan Malaysia Negeri Terengganu

® (LKIM), kelmarin.

KUALA LUMPUR: Pengerusi
Jawatankuasa Pertanian, Industri Asas
Tani, Keterjaminan Makanan dan
Komoditi Negeri Terengganu, Dr Azman
Ibrahim kurang setuju kalau dikatakan
kerajaan negeri perlu mengekalkan prestasi semasa. Menurutnya, yang sepatutnya ialah
kerajaan perlu meningkatkan prestasi. “Kita tak boleh menyederhanakan prestasi kerja
sekadar berpuas hati dengan kejayaan sesi lepas,” ujarnya [...]
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Harsher penalties alone
won’t end fish bombing

Jonathan Nicholas

KOTA KINABALU: Harsher punishments
without alternatives will not end Sabah’s
blast fishing menace.

Rather than persecuting sea gypsies
who are adjusting to a governed society, it's
the educated who are responsible to help
them sustainably put food on the table.

State Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
Industry Minister Datuk Seri Dr Jeffrey
Kitingan said aquaculture methods and
simple [acilities could be made available.

Arguably, the problem rests in educat-
ing the sea gypsies who are the common
fish bombing culprits.

“If we can work with them to rear fish,
then there is no more need to bomb,” he
told a panel discussion on the topic at the
Asia Dive Expo (Adex) 2023, here, recently.

“The State Government is very much
into green economies that reduce impacts
of environmental damage.

“However, enforcement wise, there are
too many agencies with overlapping func-
tions. You have the Fisheries Department.
You can control fish, but not boats.

“There needs to be coordination
between agencies. At the moment, we
(Sabah) have insufficient powers over
these issues.

“Enactments must be looked into in
order to regulate laws to assist people in
the industry.

“There are foreign commercial vessels
who are allowed in territories. Lord knows
what else they are doing as they might be
fish bombing as well.

“There are also issues with the State and
Federal laws but there is a need to ensure
no conflict.

“Our objectives are simple, no fish
bombers, restore the environment in this
case coral reefs through farming and help
farmers and fishermen thrive,” he said.

Stop Fish Bombing (SFB) Malaysia Exec-

utive Director Terrence Lim said the main
challenge given by the general publicis an
indifferent attitude.

“They like to think that fish bombing is
someone else’s problem, either the author-
ities or NGOs.

“But this is a community issue. It affects
everyone living in coastal waters. In fact, it
affects the food security of the whole State
and nation.

An American diver in the audience,
Randy, claimed to have witnessed bomb-
ings in Sangalaki, Indonesia, carried out by
syndicates.

“I am amazed by how long sea gypsies
could free dive but also saddened that they
have become landed after learning how to
make bombs.

“In the United States, authorities would
go after fish-bombers with helicopters,” he
said.

He said instead of the fertiliser concoc-
tion used here, perpetrators there,
although rare, use the strong stuff - dyna-
mite.

“They are then blasted with bombs
themselves, paint bombs, to make sure
they are clearly marked and don’t get away
so easily,” Randy added.

Founder of Sabah-based NGO, Blu

Jeffrey
(second
right) with
Terrence
(middle),
Simon
(second left)
and Adex
CEO John
Thet (left).

Hope, Simon Christopher, said the State
must see green and blue.

“As Sabah looks to monetise carbon, it
should also think of its oceans.

“Based on collected data, there are
200,000 documented people in Semporna
while there are 200,000 more who are
undocumented.

“We have to embrace inclusivity in
order to preserve nature. Everyone should
be allowed to get involved in conservation
efforts,” he said.

Terrence said SBF kept its hydrophone
technology a secret from the public for
over five years despite being at the fore-
front of detecting fish bombers.

He said their efforts together with Sem-
porna police led to the arrest of seven fish
bombers on their first day.

“This is also because a unit in Semporna
was hacked with machete and thrown into
the water when we first started in 2019," he
said.

Before the discussion, EU Ambassador
to Malaysia Michalis Rokas gave a video
address of the Semporna Plastic Neutral pro-
gramme which aims to help people over-
come hardcore poverty so that they will
not be forced to use environmentally
destructive methods simply to survive.
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