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THE SUN

NATIONAL

Widespread abuse sparks
outrage among pet Iovers_

> With more than 9,400
cases reported since 202],
animal rights advocates urge
govtto create awareness,
enforce stricterlaws to
address mistreatment

I BY KIRTINEE RAMESH
newsdesk@thesundaily.com

PETALING JAYA: A total of 9,414 cases of

animal abuse have been reported by the

- Veterinary Services Department (DVS) since
2021, sparking outrage among Malaysians,
especially pet lovers.

DVS statistics also revealed that Selangor
has the highest reported cases at 3,709,

- followed by Kuala Lumpur with 1,240, Johor
914, Penang 841, Terengganu 618, Perak 560,
and Kedah 512.

Lower numbers were observed in Negeri
Sembilan with 480 cases, Malacca 169,
Pahang 178, Kelantan 63, Putrajaya 36,
Labuan 75, and Perlis with 23 cases.

In July, four animal abuse cases were
reported in just a week, with one resulting in
the death of 27 dogs due to suspected
poisoning, °

An animal rights activist, who goes by
Kyrilescobar on X, shared a video of an
exposed mass grave of strays in Sitawan,
Perak on Nov 4, shawing carcasses of dogs
including that of a puppy.

The post claimed they were killed by the
local council in.an effort to cull strays.

Meanwhile, animal rights groups
continue to demand legal action against the
Besut district council after it shot a belaved
stray on Oct 6 during a culling operation.

The dog, named Kopi, had captured
hearts of many nationwide after a video of
her playing with a kitten was widely viewed
on social media.

A heart-wrenching video captured the
final moments of the whimpering dog as she
was consoled by a passerby.

Persatuan Haiwan Terbiar Malaysia
president Kalaivanan Rayichandran told
theSun that the stray population in Malaysia
is in the tens of thousands, and continues to
grow due to abandonment and ineffective
control policies.

“We receive about 150 reports of animal
abuse each month, which we validate with
evidence befare forwarding to the DVS,
which said all reported cases are thoroughly
investieated. including those forwarded bv

Kalawanan said shelters and NGOs provade critical services, mcludmg care, reha bmtatmn and
adaption programmes for strays. - MASRY CHE ANI/THESUN

the association.

“The most common forms of abuse we
have encountered include beating, maiming,
poisoning and neglect.

“Strays are also deprwed of food, clean
water, and medical care. Pets are also
ahandoned without shelter or resources for
survival”

Kalaivanan said many strays end up as
roadkill, which further highlight the need for
compassion  and  accountability in
addressing issues involving them.

To address the widespread abuse by the
public and local authorities, animal rights
advocates have called on government
agencies to work with NGOs to raise
awareness, enforce stricter animal welfare
laws, and implement spaying and neutering
programmes to control stray populations.

“We are committed to advocating (the
rights of) animals that suffer abuse and
neglect, but we need public support to
continue our work,” said Kalaivanan, adding
that public education is key to preventing
animal cruelty.

He stressed the importance of educating
the public on the value of every life, and
promoting the humane treatment of

all animals.

He said despite having laws to combat
animal cruelty, enforcement is inconsistent
and requires stricter implementation, in
addition to increased awareness, {0 ensure
offenders are held accountable.

To ensure that animals in need of help
receive care and attention, Kalaivanan called
on the public to direct reports of animal
abuse or negleci to the DVS, local authorities
or hotlines set up by various animal welfare
NGOs. :

Kalaivanan also said overcrowded
shelters and financial constraints often
prevent NGOs from addressing the issue
effectively, but despite such obstacles,
shelters and NGOs provide critical services,
including care, rehabilitation, and adopnun
programmes for strays.

“The association also matches animals
with suitable families and offers ongoing
support to ensure successful rehoming.

“We urge all Malaysians to treat animals
with kindness and responsibility.

“Report abuse, support adoption
initiatives, and help raise awareness to
improve the lives of stray animals in
Malaysia,” said Kalaivanan. -
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UTUSAN
MALAYSIA

DALAM
NEGERI

Kekalkan Pontian hab
pengeluaran kerang

Oleh MUHAMMAD ZIKRI
utusannews@mediamulia.com.my

PONTIAN: Jabatan Perikanan
negeri  diminta  membantu
menjadikan daerah ini kekal
sebagai hab pengeluaran ke-
rang supaya tidak diganggu
oleh pihak tidak bertanggung-
jawab yang didakwa melaku-
kan pencerobohan.
.. Pengerusi MyKomuniti Peri-
: *anan (MyKP) Pangkalan Jeti
Nelayan Ayer Baloi, Dawik
- Mohamad Ali berkﬂta, adalah
merugikan sekiranya usaha itu
tidak dapat dimal«isasikan se-
“/lepas lima tahun ¢
Katanya, terdapat hma
jpangkalan nelayan di daerah
~“ini yang terlibat dalam penge-
luaran kerang iaitu ‘Pangkalan
Nelayan Ayer Baloi, Pulai Se-
batang, Tampok, Sanglang dan

Permas dengan setiap pangka-
lan diberikan plot atau tapak
pembiakan kerang yang meli-
batkan kawasan seluas 270
hektar bagi setiap pangkalan
berkenaan.

“Setiap lot mempunyai
buku hijau~atau geran pemi-
likan supaya tidak berlaku kes
pencerobohan dan sebagainya.
Pihak yang ingin mempunyai
lot sendiri, boleh memohon
menerusi Pejabat Perikanan
supaya tiada lagi kejadian yang
tidak sepatutnya berlaku,” ka-
tanya kepada Utusan Malaysia.

Dawik memberitahu, pen-
cerobohan kawasan pembia-
kan kerang boleh menyebab-
kan industri ternakan kerang
di daerah ini mengalami kepu-
pusan kerana ketiadaan benih.

“Kita nelayan sama-sama
cari makan, mereka yang tidak

diberikan tempat pembiakan
kerang, tidak harus ada iri hati
dan tidak puas hati, perkara
tersebut boleh dirujuk kepada
pihak berkuasa.

“Kerang dari laut Pontian se-
benarnya yang terbaik dan per-
nah mencecah harga sehingga
RM30 sekilogram dan nelayan
juga memperolehi pendapatan
antara RM800 hingga RM1,000
sehari,” jelasnya.

Nelayan, Khairul Enjah, 50,
berpendapat, ‘semua pihak
perlu memelihara pengeluaran
kerang supaya orang ramai da-
pat mendapatkan bekalan ter-
masuk peniaga makanan.

“Jika tiada benih kerang,
bagaimana untuk memperoleh
kerang bagi keperluan pen-
duduk tempatan, situasi ini
yang perlu difahami oleh se-
mua pihak,” katanya.

KHAIRUL
Enjah
menunjukkan
Pengkalan
Nelayan Ayer
_ Baloiyang
merupakan
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muanyza impur:.

i
me pan m‘p;ma

nntara RMlg 60 hingga
RM]ng hagl I.lm.a kilog-
ram (kg), 10 ki-

njauan |
di bebe: remis sema- -
i, i kesemua-

HARIAN

LOKAL

mdlhim\‘a-

berkenzan di pasaran.
“Sebelum ini, memang
beli beras tempatan sa-
haja sebab murah, tetapi
susah nak cari bekalan be-
ras itu,
“Saya sendiri sudah la-

mankjumpabempl;ﬁh -

logram beras sama dijual
antara KM34.90 hingga
RMa4.90

i'umjual. Cahaya Saki-
nah Ramli, 31, berkata, se-
belum ini dia membeli be-
ras putih tempatan na-
mun tiada bekalan beras

terpaksa pilih beras im-
ort.

“Setiap bulan, saya beli
bekalan beras dan berda-
sarkan erhatian har-
ga beras putih (import)
masih sama sahaja seperti
bulan lalu," katanya ketika

ditemui di pasar raya ber-
, semalam.

‘Situasi sama dilibat ke-
iika tinjauan di sebuah ke-
dai serbaneka, disin, apa-
hl]ahhhgnjla bedl;ua:lgnlandllllems
putib imj pre-
mis be:kepﬂn;tnn.

Pekerja kedai runcit itu
berkata, majikannya tidak
kerap mengambil bekalan
beras putih import kerana
tidak hmyak permmuan
daripada

“Bos seE:iu ambil beka-
lan beras putih dalam
tempoh beberapa hari se-

wmmbe putih i

ras m|

di pintu gudngxugﬂemg,g
Semenanjung  Malaysia
daripada

ke RMz,800 pe
mpkag:r kuasa 1 Disember

Menteri Pertanian dan
Keterjaminan Makanan,
Datuk Seri Mohamad Sa-
bu dilaporkan berkata,
E:ém itu dicapal

| perbincangan di an-
tara kementeriannya de-
ngan Bernas, ‘baru-baru
ini.

Penurunan harga itu
adalah selari dengan pe-
nurunan harga semasa
paanran beras dunia dan

an nilai tukaran
nggn Malaysia berban-
ding dolar Amerika.
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Eatery prices unchanged despite cheaper imported rice

By BENJAMIN LEE
benlkh@thestar.com.my

PETALING JAYA: The lower
price of imported white rice (BPT)
at  Padiberas Nasional DBhd
(Bernas) warehouses will have
minimal impact on food prices at
restourants, say industry players
and consumer groups.

Petaling Jaya  Coffeeshop
Association president Keu Kok
Meng said the reduced BPI
price would unlikely lead to a
price reduction for hawker food,
as most stalls prefer using local
rice,

“High-end restaurants mostly

use imported rice, while mast
stalls in coffee shops selling chick-
en rice, fried rice or mixed rice
use local rice,

“As a result, the majority of
Malaysians will likely not enjoy
any savings from this BPIL price
reduction,” he sald in response o
the announcement by Bernas that
the BPI price would be reduced
from RM3,000 to RM2,800 per
tonne from Sunday.

With rthe announcement,
Malaysia continues to offer the
lowest prices for imported rice in
South-East Asju.

Federation of Malaysian
Consumers Associations (Fomca)

chief executive officer Saravanan
Thambirajah said the price reduc-
tion would likely benefit those
who cook at home as opposed to
those who eat out.

He said the price reduction of
about 6.67% would likely see the
price of rice in retail shops drop-
ping.

Saravanan said the price of
o 5kg bag is expected to drop by
at least RM1 and the cost of a
10kg bag will be reduced by up to
RM3,

“This reduction will help con-
sumers save money, especially
those from: low-income l‘gmﬂjes,
while improving access to

affordable food.

“While the exact reduction at
the retail level may vary due to
distribution and other costs, the
move is a positive step loward
easing the financial burden on
households and ensuring better
food security for Malaysians.

“However, this will likely not
cause a drop in restaurant prices
as seen previously, though busi-
nesses might be inclined to pro-
vide larger rice portions to entice
customers,” he said,

Restaurant and Bistro Owners
Association president William
Lea said the BPI price reduction
would translate to savings of only

about 20sen per kg for businesses.

“The lower raw material costs
can improve profit marging by
reducing operating costs, which
could allow for competitive pric-

g

“Businesses could pass on these
savings to consumers by provid-
ing more affordable meals that
could drive up demand, which
benefits both businesses and cus-
tomers,” he said.

In March, Bernas reduced the
BPI price from RM3200 to
RM3,000 per tonne in Peninsular
Malaysia, at a time when the pric-
es were at their highest level in 15
vears.
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Tengkujuh punca ikan
laut segar naik harga

Kebanyakan peniaga
hanya menjual stok
ikan sejuk beku

Oleh ASWANY OMAR
KOTA BHARU

enaikan harga ikan di
negeri ini hanya
membabitkan ikan
aut segar kerana
kekangan nelayan turun ke
laut selain faktor banjir
besar di selatan Thailand.

Timbalan Yang Dipertua
Persatuan Pemborong
Penjaja |kan Negeri
Kelantan, Zulkefli Ismail
berkata, bagaimanapun
hanya ikan kerisi dan
cencaru yang mengalami
kenaikan harga.kerana
tiada dalam stok ikan
sejuk beku.

Beliau memberitahu
harga belian ikan kerisi
sebelum ini ialah RM12
dan sekarang mencecah
RM14 hingga RM15.

“Stok ikan tidak banyak dan ada
peniaga menjualnya pada harga
antara RM15 hingga RM16,”
katanya.

“'Beliau berkata, harga ikan cen-
caru daripada peraih ialah RM8 dan
dijual antara RM9 hingga RM10.

Ujarnya, ikan kembung dan ba-
wal dari Thailand, Vietnam dan India
mungkin mengalami kenaikan har-
- ga susulan Monsun Timur Laut
(MTL).

“Ikan jenis ini juga tidak banyak
dalam pasaran dan harga jualan

antara RM14 hingga
RM15 bagi saiz besar,”
katanya.

Menurut beliau, ke-
banyakan peniaga kini
hanya menjual stok ikan
sejuk beku yang masih
banyak.

Zulkefli turut meng-
ingatkan pelanggan su-
paya tahu perbezaan
antara ikan segar dan
sejuk beku bagi meng-
elakkan mereka ditipu penjual ikan.

“Biasanya ikan sejuk beku
masih ada ais di badan namun ada

peniaga yang merendamnya lebih -

lama supaya pelanggan percaya ia
ikan segar.

“Di mana nak cari ikan segar
musim ini? Nelayan pun tidak
berani turun ke laut,” katanya.

Sementara itu, peniaga ikan di
Pasar Siti Khadijah di sini, Semek
Deraman, 63, berkata, ikan se-
layang se&juk beku yang dijual masih
pada harga biasa antara RM8

Semek (ka.nan] dan Muhnsmas menjual
] ditemui di Pasar Siti Khadijah. Kota Bharu pada Isnin.

ikan pada harga biasa ketika

hingga  RM10. sekilogram ' ber-
gantung pada saiz.

Semek yang menjual ikan
bersama anaknya, Mukarasmas
Mat Lazim, 29, berkata, ikan
nelayan tempatan memang mahal
ketika ini kerana mereka sudah
tidak turun ke laut.

“Memang setiap kali musim
tengkujuh akan berlaku isu kenaikan
harga ikan tetapi untuk tahun ini
saya masih menjual pada harga
biasa,™ katanya.

Peniaga, Armizi’Abd Raman; 40
berkata, ikan selayang segar yang
ditangkap nelayan berlaku kenaikan
harga iaitu RM12 sekilogram. J

Bagaimanapun katanya, ikan
selayang segar sukar didapati dan
mereka hanya menjual ikan sejuk’
beku sahaja.

Katanya lagi, harga ikan sejuk
beku tidak terjejas dan masih pada
harga sama.

“Kita ada stok ikan sejuk beku
tempatan walaupun Thailand kini
mengalami banijir besar,” katanya.



