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KPKM beri kerjasama siasatan terhadap Nafas

Mohamad Sabu

KUALA LUMPUR = Kementerian Pertanian dan
Keterjamin Makanan (KPKM) memberi jaminan
akan memberi kerjasama penuh kepada
Suruhanjaya Pencegahan Rasuah Malaysia (SPRM)
untuk melengkapkan siasatan Pertubuhan
Peladang Kebangsaan (Nafas).

“Bang Mat mengalu-alukan siasatan oleh SPRM
yang kini dijalankan ke atas Nafas dan memberi jaminan KPKM akan memberi sepenuh
kerjasama kepada pihak SPRM,” kata menterinya, Datuk Seri Mohamad Sabu dalam satu
hantaran di Facebook hari ini.

Sebelum ini, Perdana Menteri, Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim menegaskan, siasatan SPRM
terhadap Nafas berhubung dakwaan penglibatan kartel dalam pengedaran dan pembekalan
kontrak baja padi perlu diserahkan kepada badan siasatan tersebut.

Anwar yang juga Menteri Kewangan dipetik berkata, pihak berkuasa mempunyai hak untuk
menjalankan siasatan terhadap mana-mana agensi kerajaan.

Jumaat lalu, Ketua Pengarah Lembaga Pertubuhan Peladang (LPP), Amir Matami
memaklumkan, Perlembagaan Nafas digantung bagi menambah baik tata kelola dan tadbir
urus pertubuhan itu.

Katanya, selaku Pendaftar Pertubuhan Peladang, beliau mengeluarkan arahan itu di bawah
Seksyen 20 (1) Akta Pertubuhan Peladang 1973 (Akta 109), susulan konflik dalaman dan
ketidakharmonian yang telah menjejaskan operasi dan fungsi Nafas. — MalaysiaGazette
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Undang-undang akan dipinda untuk bendung pencerobohan
nelayan asing

Kerajaan sedang merancang untuk meminda
undang-undang bagi membendung
pencerobohan kapal nelayan asing di perairan
negara.

~ Ketua Pengarah Perikanan, Datuk Adnan
Hussain berkata, pencerobohan nelayan asing
merupakan ancaman serius yang bukan sahaja
menjejaskan kelestarian sumber daya
perikanan tetapi juga menjejaskan mata pencarian nelayan tempatan serta mendatangkan
kerugian kepada pendapatan negara.

“Kita mengambil perhatian terhadap aktiviti penangkapan ikan yang tidak sah, tidak
dilaporkan dan tidak terkawal (IlUU) termasuk aktiviti pencerobohan nelayan asing di
perairan negara.

“Jabatan Perikanan sedang berusaha untuk meminda Akta Perikanan 1985 dengan
mengenakan denda yang lebih berat. Undang-undang yang dipinda juga boleh mengawal
nelayan tempatan daripada sebarang salah laku yang boleh beri tekanan kepada nelayan
tradisi,” ujarnya.

Beliau berkata demikian pada sidang media selepas merasmikan majlis sambutan Hari
Perikanan Sedunia (HPS) 2024 di Anjung Floria , Putrajaya pada Sabtu.

Sementara itu tambahnya, aktiviti pencerobohan nelayan asing menunjukkan sedikit
pengurangan, namun masih berlaku khususnya di perairan Laut China Selatan, Terengganu,
Kelantan, Pahang, Selat Melaka, dan di bahagian Sabah dan Sarawak.

Justeru Kementerian Pertanian melalui Jabatan Perikanan jelasnya sentiasa bekerjasama
bersama agensi-agensi penguatkuasaan maritim yang lain termasuk bersama pihak Agensi
Penguatkusaan Maritim Malaysia (APMM), Polis Marin, Tentera Laut Diraja Malaysia
(TLDM), Wisma Putra dan Majlis Keselamatan Negara.
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“Turtle Man' turns the tide

4/11/2024  THE STAR

NATION

Activist transforms egg eaters into endangered species’ protector

By SANDRA SOKIAL
newsdesk@thestar.com.my

KOTA KINABALU: After years of
teaching the Kampung Pulau
Libaran community about the
importance of a clean beach,
there have been increased sight-
ings of turtleslaying eggs along its
shore.

The educational efforts extend-
ed beyond a clean beach, as
Friends of Sea Turtles Education
and Research (Foster) president
Alexander Yee successfully
convinced villagers of the nega-
tive impact of consuming turtle
eggs.

Over a decade ago, adults and
children were often seen heading
to the beach with plastic bags in
hand, searching for freshly laid
turtle eggs, unaware that this
practice was illegal.

Possession or consuming turtle
eggs is an offence under the Sabah
Wildlife Conservation Enactment
1997, punishable by a maximum
fine of RMS50,000, two vears’
imprisonment, or both, upon con-
viction. :

Exactly 10 years ago, Yee began
his mission to protect turtles by
educating villagers about the con-
sequences of their actions and
encouraging them fo profect the
endangered species instead.

He established a turtle hatchery
about an hour’s walk from the
village and helped residents bene-
fit from his Yee’s Walai Penyu
resort, which provides jobs and
attracts customers who buy food,
beverages, and handicrafts from
the local community.

Over time, his efforts trans-
formed the village’s litter-strewn
beach into a clean, pristine
stretch.

Villagers even began decorating
their homes by repurposing waste
materials, such as plastic bottles,
into colourful decorations.

At the recent 10th ‘Annual
Community Beach Cleaning
Pro e on Libaran Island,
Yee celebrated their progress, not-
ing that since Foster’s inception.
they have successfully released
43,826 baby turtles into the sea.

The 650-acre: (263ha) Libaran
Island lies about a 45-minute boat

Turtle-y awesome: Yee's (left) efforts transformed the Kampung Pulau Libaran’s litter-strewn beaches into

¥

= — e -

clean, pristine stretches, encouraging turtles to lay eggs along the shore.

ride north of Sandakan and about
10 nautical miles from Selingan
Island, one of three islands in the
Turtle Islands Park managed by
Sabah Parks. The other two
islands are Gulisan and Bakungan
Kechil.

Two turtle species — green and

hawksbill ~ are unique to this
park.
" Libaran Island’s proximity to
other turtle islands may explain
why female turtles choose it as a
nesting site.

“The beach cleaning effort not
only aims to maintain the island’s
pristine coastline but also sup-
ports Foster’s bigger mission of
protecting the endangered sea
turtle species that nest on Libaran
Island.

“We encourage everyone who
cares about marine conservation
to continue supporting our initia-
tives. Every effort contributes not
only to the welfare of the turtles
but also to the well-being of the
local community, who actively
volunteer to keep the beach

clean,” said Yee. :

The initiative aims to keep

clean the section of beach where
turtles land, facilitating their
return to shore to lay eggs.

“Having a clean beach also
means a healthier and more
hygienic environment for the tur-
tles,” said Yee, whose passion for
protecting the species has earned
him the nickname “Turtle Man.”

He said Foster seeks annual
cooperation from . like-minded
organisations, targeting a 1lkm
stretch of beach for clean-up and
engaging around 380 villagers
from about 80 houses to partici-
pate twice daily - in the mornings
and late evenings.

This time around, the initiative’

was made possible through col-
laboration with Sabah Ports Sdn
Bhd and the Sabah Tourism
Board, which came forward as
main Sponsors.

“This ritual is carried out 365
days a year. We believe that if you
want a clean beach, you need to
clean it more often. If a larger

S

area needs attention, Foster
ensures the sea turtle landing
path remains undisturbed,” said
Yee.

“The programme is a testament
to the dedication and cooperation
of all parties involved in conserv-
ing Libaran Island’s environment
and its vital role in sea turtle con-
servation,” he added.

However, challenges remain as
Foster continues to address issues
such as the illegal harvesting of
turtle eggs by villagers, he said.

Yee said while most villagers
share his commitment, there
were some who did not.

“One landowner has  even
restricted our team from
patrolling the beach in front ef his
property, which affects our con-
servation efforts.

“We appreciate the involve-
ment of the Sabah Wildlife
Department in addressing this
matter, and we are hopeful that a
solution can be reached to safe-
guard our ongoing work,” .he
added.
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'LESSON FOR FUTURE"

Akmal calls for RC tdprobé

losses by Nafas,

KUALA LUMPUR: Umno* Youth
chief Datuk Dr Muhammad AKk-
mal Saleh has proposed the es-
tablishment of a Royal Commis-
sion of Inquiry to investigate

FashionValet (FV) Sdn Bhd and

the National Farm-
ers’ Organisation
(Nafas).

In a Facebook post,
he said while finan-
cial fluctuations
were normal in busi-
nesses, issues that
involve public funds
require a thorough
and transparent in-
vestigation. _

“Profits and losses
are normal for in
companies, butifthe
funds came from .
public resources, a
transparent investigation .must
be conducted and presented as a
lesson for the future.

“Therefore, we propose that a
Royal Commission of Inquiry be

-set up to investigate two matters
that have become a national con-
troversy,” he wrote.

On Oct 29, the Finance Ministry

Datuk Dr Muhammad
Akmal Saleh - ;

FashmnValet

revealed in .the Dewan Rakyat
that Khazanah Nasional Bhd and
Permodalan Nasional Bhd had
lost RM43.9 million from the sale
of their minority stakes in FV.

In 2018 Khazanah and PNB in-

' vested RM27 million
- and RM20 million,
'~ respectively, for mi-
- nority stakes in EV.
The stakes were sold
recently for just
RM3.1 million.

On Nov 1, the
1 Farmers’ Organisa-

. ition ‘Authority sus-

. pended Nafas’ con-
stitution. -

On Saturday,
Prime Minister
Datuk Seri, Anwar
Ibrahim said he
would leave it to the
authorities to investigate if there
was any case mvolvmg Khaz-
anah.

He said he would not prevent
an investigation into the compa-
ny, adding that the investigation
into Nafas should ‘also be left to
the Malaysian "Anti- Corruptlon
Commission.
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PETALING JAYA: Monopolies in
agriculture, particularly in rice
production, must be dismantled
for the sector to grow, says a food
security expert following recent
government action in suspending
a key farmer’s association.
. Datin Prof Fatimah Mohamed
Arshad of Universiti Putra
Malaysia (UPM) stressed the
importance of apening the indus-
try to competmun o promote
growth and innovation.
~ Currently, the supply of fertil-
iser is controlled by one national

entity that distributes it to region-

al and state farmers’ groups, said
Prof Fatimah, who is Fellow
Consultant at UPM’s Laboratory
of Agricultural and Food Policy
Studies.

This stifles the growth of the
padi industry by allowing a single
body to dominate the supply of a
key farming input, leaving no
room for others to offer competi-
tive prices, she added.

“Clearly, monopolistic struc-

tures and procurement through
direct negotiation were responsi-
hle for the so-called ‘cartel’ behav-
iour or malpractices in the ecosys-
tem,” she said,

Prof Fatimah said a. nutable
effect of the _monopoly was the
- direct negotiation of fertiliser
contracts valued at RMl 8bil from
2021 to 2023.

She
sations were selected through
direct negotiation to produce fer-
tilisers, which raised concerns
about possible unethical practic-
es, such as awardmg contracts to
inactive compames and sourcing
materials in questionable ways.

She suggested these allegations
point to a potentially cartel-like
environment, where limited com-
petition may have allowed mis-
conduct to occur.

\ed that nine organi-

orm and innpvation to enhancefarmer welfar' a
prcducuon %

petm,nn to allow grgwth and
- innovation.

“The govemmem should a!low
¢ pnvale ~sector inv

system is that it focuses on devel-
including mdmd

oping subsidiary companies rath-
er than supporting farmers. ;
“If the system was more about

enham:mg farmers’ productivity 2 { cu!.s,;mgmg

welfare, many of the issues startups ‘that can enhance the

t ‘piagumgﬂlemdustrywouldhave' supply t;ham, with se s such

~ beenavoided. i - as online input "pumhasmg
| : Ae-credlt,andadvmrysemc@

- Another foad Securfty expert,

urfitri Amir Muh; said

in malpractice that has
‘beenpresemferalnngme#, *said
the chief coordinator of the
Malaysian Food Secunty and

- Sovereignty Forum.

“The question is whether cur-
rent political appointees will sim-
plybe replaced with a fresh round
of pohtu;al appointments. 'I‘hls
would be just more of the same.”

Kﬂrea serve as examples of coun-
tries where farmers’ organisa-
 tions focus on farmer welfare and
 productivity, contributing to a
more resilient agricultural sector.

“Government-driven interven-
tions are only needed in the early
stages of industry development.
Once the industry is established,
the market must be open for com-

OVE] enthasspmtneaﬂy
RM40bil on agricultural subsidies
since 1980, yet yields have
dropped from four tonnes per

some pax‘tieswant todominate by




