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KOSMO NEGARA

1b0,000 benih udang galah,
baung dllepaskan

PONTIAN - Jabatan Perikanan
Negeri Johor meluluskan permo-
honan untuk membiakkan udang
galah dan ikan air tawar di Sungai
Tanjung Air Hitam di sini.

Ahli Dewan Undangan Negeri
(ADUN) Kawasan Pekan Nanas,
Tan Eng Meng berkata, permoho-
nan itu dibuat susulan kejadian
pencemaran di sungai terbabit
pada 21 Julai lalu sehingga me-
nyebabkan nelayan dan pengu-
saha bot sewa terjejas.

Menurutnya, sebanyak 90,000

benih udang galah dan 11,000

benih ikan baung dilepaskan di

sungai tersebut pagi semalam.

“Ada beberapa ribu lagi benih
ikan seperti ikan sebarau dan
lampam dilepaskan juga pada
hari ini, namun di kawasan Parit
Sikom sesuai dengan keadaan air
di kawasan tersebut.

“Namun untuk di Sungai Tan-

Jjung Air Hitam, sepanjang empat
kilometer, kita melepaskan benih
udang galah dan ikan baung bagi
menggantikan udang dan ikan
yang mati disebabkan percema-
ran yang berlaku,” katanya ketlka
ditemui di sini semalam.

Beliau berterima kasih kepada

ENG MENG (depan) melepaskan benih-benih udang galah dan ikan baung
ke dalam Sungai Tanjung Air Hitam, Pontian semalam.

Pengerusi Jawatankuasa Pertani-
an, Industri Asas Tani dan Kema-
juan Luar Bandar Johor. Datuk
Zahari Sarip kerana meluluskan
permohonan tersebut.

Sebelum ini Kosmo! menyiar-
kan laporan pencemaran Sungai
Tanjung Air Hitam pada 25 Ju-
lai di mana kira-kira 1 tan udang

selain ikan mati disebabkan ber-

laku pencemaran di sungai itu.

Kejadian tersebut menyebab-
kan pengusaha bot kehilangan
sumber pendapatan kira-kira
RM6,000 bagi tempoh empat
hari dan jika berlarutan sehingga
dua minggu menyebabkan mere-
ka kerugian RM20,000.
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Kerjasama Malaysia- China mudahkan proses eksport durian segar

Menurut Pengerusi Lembaga Pemasaran Pertanian Persekutuan
(FAMA), Aminuddin Zulkipli, proses yang dahulunya sukar kini
dipermudahkan dan menyaksikan permintaan terhadap buah segar
itu meningkat di republik tersebut.
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Pesak gesa kerajaan Kelantan, KADA selesaikan isu pengairan
sawah

‘ KOTA BHARU: Persatuan Pesawah Kelantan

y  (Pesak) mendesak kerajaan negeri dan Lembaga
Y Kemajuan Pertanian Kemubu (KADA) untuk

" menyelesaikan isu bekalan air yang telah
menyebabkan sebahagian sawah tidak dapat
diusahakan.

! Pengerusinya Zuha Ismail berkata isu berkenaan
1 belum selesai atas pelbagai faktor termasuk isu

penghadang air di Sungai Kelantan yang pecah
sejak beberapa tahun lepas masih tidak diperbaiki.

“Sudah beberapa kali kami menyuarakan masalah ini namun tidak juga dibaiki oleh KADA
dengan alasan kerajaan negeri tidak membenarkan sebarang pembinaan dalam Sungai
Kelantan.

“Walaupun sekarang musim hujan namun pemecahan penghadang itu menyebabkan air
sungai terus mengalir ke laut dan tidak memasuki pam kemubu untuk mengairi sawah serta
menyebabkan petani tidak dapat mengusahakan tanaman padi,” katanya dalam sidang
media di Kampung Pagar Pisang di sini hari ini.

Berikutan kekangan itu, hanya 25 peratus daripada lebih 7,000 petani di kawasan seliaan
KADA menanam padi pada musim ini manakala sebahagian besar yang lain masih menunggu
masalah itu diatasi.

“Buat masa ini, sebahagian besar petani tidak menanam padi kerana bimbang dan terpaksa
menanggung kerugian seperti musim lepas,” katanya sambil berharap pihak
bertanggungjawab dapat menyelesaikan segera isu berkenaan
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REDUCING IMPORTS
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Agrobank
enhances fooc
production with
innovative
financing

ASILA JALIL
KUALA LUMPUR

bt@nst.com.my

ALAYSIA should focus on
Mhuusling the exports of

tropical fruits that are wide-
ly available nationwide to coun-
terbalance the rising imports of
food, said Agrobank president and
chief executive officer Datuk
Tengku Ahmad Badli Shah Raja
Hussin.

He highlighted the banking
group’s efforts to reduce food im-
ports and enhance domestic food
production, thereby
ensuring national
food security.

Agrobank’s main
assistance comes in
various financing
options across the
food industry, in-
cluding financing lo-
gistics for frozen
food and food pro-
cessing, he said.

As a key player in
the food industry,

Ahmad Badli Shah " Industry

said Agrobank sup-
ports the develop-

fruits that are grown in other cli-
mates, Malaysia needs to focus on
increasing exports of tropical fruits
such as Musang King durian, Haru-
manis mango and jackfruit.

“Besides, Malaysia should take
advantage of the halal certification
by the Malaysian Islamic Devel-
opment Department to widen food
exports,” he said.

How Agrobank helps
the ind

To facilitate more production of
quality food in the country,
Agrobank has launched a fund un-
der the Madani
Ecaonomy framework
worth RM200 million
to encourage the use
of modern agricul-
tural technology
throughout the agro-
food value chain.

The fund, dubbed
the Madani
Agrotechnology
Funding Pro-
gramme, aims to im-
prove food produc-
tion, with a profit
rate as high as 2.0

players can per cent a year and a

ment of food produc- @S0 look out for repayment grace pe-

tion, particularly tminingand

through the use of

technology to boost education

ried of up to eight
months.
Another fund

productivity. opportunities that launched by

He emphasised wﬂ!genemte

that incorporating
technology in the in- better

dustry also pro- eptrepreneurs.

maotes long-termen-

Agrobank this year
was the Agrofood Fi-
nancing Fund for
agricultural en-
trepreneurs.

vironmental sustain-  pATUK TENGKU AHMAD The fupd aims at

ability. BADLI SHAH RAJA

Ahmad Badli Shah HussIN

the main sectors of
plantation, fisheries

highlighted the fac- Agrobank president and and farming, to-
tors that led to the chiaf executive officer talling RM40 million
rise in food IMPOMS,  ———  f0r each sector and

namely demand for
food that is not grown or produced
in Malaysia’s climate, such as ap-
ples, grapes and salmon.
Additionally, the country’s grow-
ing population and competitive
prices of imported goods also con-
tribute to the rise of food imports,
he told Business Times.
“To offset the import of food or

RM30 million for
supporting sectors.

“This fund provides financing up
to 100 per cent of expenditure
costs, which include asset buying,
development costs, working
cosls and others, al a rate of 4.0 per
cent a year,” said Ahmad Badli
Shah.

Meanwhile, Agrobank will rollout

another fund in the third quarter of
this year, which is the Agrofood
Modernisation Fund. It is specif-
ically designed for green farming
and technologies related to it.

“This RM30 million fund targets
climate mitigation and agricultural
adaptation technologies and prac-
tices to help agricultural en-
trepreneurs deal with the risks of
climate change and extreme
weather changes,” said Ahmad
Badli Shah.

Considering its mandate as a
development financial institution
[DFI), Agrobank is committed to
advancing sustainable agriculture
and food security agenda through
this upcoming MAHA [Malaysia
Agriculture, Horticulture and Agro-
tourism| 2024 that will be held on
Sept 11-22,

‘Ways to reduce
food imports

Ahmad Badli Shah said the rise in
food imports reflected the in-
creased food consumption in the
counlry as well as better purchas-
ing power,

It also provides opportunities for
the food producers in the country to
expand their reach.

He said these opportunities en
able domestic food producers to
improve their production and com-
pete with imported goods.

This can be achieved through
innovation as well as utilisation of
maodern technology.

Ahmad Badli Shah also said
there was a need to enhance the
development of the food industry ta
make it more competitive and on
par with international standards via
innovation and technology.

Other measures to enhance the
food industry include support from
the government and the private
sector, which can be done through
tax exemptions and promotional
activities.

Tax exemptions are able to re-
duce the burden faced by industry
players.

“Industry players can also look
out for training and education op-
portunities that will generate bet-
ter entrepreneurs,” he added.

Agrobank supports the development of food production, particularily
through the use of technology to boost productivity. FILE Pic




