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LKIM, FAMA
diminta atasi
manipulasi

bekalan ikan

Pihak ambil
kesempatan
buat untung
di saat sukar
diberi amaran

Oleh Fahmy A Rosli
fahmy.azril@bh.com.my

Kuala Lumpur: Menteri Pertani-
an dan Keterjaminan Makanan,
Datuk Seri Mohamad Sabu mem-
beri amaran kepada pihak yang
cuba mengambil kesempatan
menaikkan harga ikan, semata-
mata mahu mengejar Keuntung-
an ketika orang ramai bergelut
dalam keadaan sukar.

Beliau mengarahkan Lem-
baga Kemajuan Ikan Malaysia
(LKIM) dan Lembaga Pemasa-
ran Pertanian  Persekutuan
(FAMA) untuk membentangkan
laporan terperinci kepadanya,

e Sabayaia (XM} pecel
5 peratus ik i b
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el hepacks manipabest bekalan cée) per

Yok rremgeridi kesesmpat n chad,
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Keratan
akhbar BH,
semalam.

termasuk syor untuk menanga-
ni isu berkenaan.

Mohamad berkata, beliau
akan memanggil persatuan di-
katakan terbabit dalam ‘rantai-
an' kegiatan memanipulasi har-
ga ikan di pasaran negara.

“Ia berulang. Kadang-kadang
orang ambil peluang. Sepatut-
nya berlaku kecemasan, (contoh)
kita pergi ke luar negeri.

“Apabila berlaku katakanlah
pertempuran di sesuatu tempat
dan rakyatnya terpaksa keluar-
ga pergi ke tempat lain,

“Semasa hendak keluar itu,
kalau tambang teksi itu ka-
takanlah 100 dolar dinaikkan

Mohamad beramah mesra dengan Azhari (dua dari kiri), Farrah Naz, Husain dan Thillinadan selepas temu bual

bersama BH di Balai Berita, Kuala Lumpur, semalam.

sehingga 300 dolar. Padahal
masa itu, sepatutnya membantu
‘dan perangai seperti itu ada di
mana-nana.

“Kita harap pengusaha di
Malaysia, buatlah keuntungan
tetapi jangan bersifat manipula-
si kerana membebankan orang
ramai.

“Ini harapan kita supaya si-
fat manusia itu kita kena kawal
supaya kadang-kadang mereka
hendak buat keuntungan, menje-
rut ketika rakyat berada dalam
keadaan yang susah. Ini perlu
diatasi,” katanya di Balai Berita,
di sini, semalam.

Yang turut hadir, Ketua Pega-
wai Kewangan Kumpulan Media
Prima, Rosli Sabarudin; Penga-
‘rang Kumpulan Berita dan Hal
Ehwal Semasa (NCA), Azhari
Muhidin; Timbalan Pengarang
Kumpulan Berita dan Hal Eb-

wal Semasa Media Prima yang
juga Pengarang Kumpulan New
Straits Times, Farrah Naz Abd
Karim; Pengarang Kumpulan
Harian Metro, Husain Jahit dan
Timbalan Pengarang Kumpulan
BH, M Thillinadan.

Ada pemborong tamak
BH semalam mendedahkan
berlaku manipulasi harga ikan
dalam pasaran negara seperti
didedahkan Pengerusi LKIM,
Muhamad Faiz Fadzil pada temu
bual bersama BH.

(Foto Hairul Anuar Rahim/BH)

Muhamad Faiz berkata, ke-
naikan harga ikan dalam pasa-
ran negara bukan berlaku dise-
babkan musim tengkujuh atau
kekurangan hasil tangkapan
nelayan semata-mata, seba-

. liknya, Muhammad Faiz mene-

gaskan keadaan turut berpunca
daripada manipulasi pasaran
oleh sebahagian pemborong.

Tindakan pemborong me-
nyimpan bekalan yang banyak
sebelum mengeluarkannya ke-
tika stok kurang menjadi an-*
tara punca utama harga ikan
melambung, walaupuh nelayan
tetap ke laut dalam cuaca tidak
menentu.

Harga ikan lazimnya mening-
kat antara 30 peratus hingga 45
peratus berikutan cuaca Mon-
sun Timur Laut yang bermula
pertengahan November dan ber-
lanjutan hingga Mac depan.
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_operations and prepare for the 2026 farming

— Bernama
TR T R AL

Fisheries Dept steps up
aid to support fish
farmers during
monsoon

PUTRAJAYA: The Department of Fisheries is
providing various forms- of assistance to
ensure the continuity of fish farming
operations during the Northeast Monsoon
season and in preparation for next year's
aquaculture cycle.

Fisheries director-general Datuk Adnan
Hussain said the assistance includes the
distribution of livestock inputs, technical
advisory services, monitoring of the
aquaculture. environment and mitigation
measures against harmful algal blooms and
fish- diseases through the Fisheries Research
Institute,

“The implementation of the Aquaculture
Breeding and Seed Development Plan through
the Nucleus Breeding Centre and the Master
Multiplier Centre has produced more than five
billion seeds annually, with an estimatedj§
production value of around RM690 million,
involving 490 private hatcheries and nurseries.

“This ensures a high-quality and resilient
seed supply in the face of climate change
challenges,” he said in a statement.

Adnan said Geographic Information System
technology through MyDOFGiS and the Early
Warning System are also being used to provide
accurate and timely information to farmers,
allowing preventive measures to be taken
earlier.

“These measures also enable farmers to
adjust their operations, including cage
management, seed stocking rates, feedingj
practices and water management, to minimise
the impact of disasters,”he said.

He added that the integrated assistance
reflects the government’s continuous efforts to
support aquaculture farmers affected by
flooding and to ensure operational continuity
ahead of the next farming round.

“We understand the challenges faced by
farmers due to the floods during the 2024 and
2025 Northeast Monsoon seasons. Through
this integrated = assistance under the
Agricultural Disaster Fund, the government is
working to ensure farmers can quickly restore

cycle;” he said.

The assistance will be channelled in
accordance with procedures set by the
Agriculture and Food Security Ministry to
reduce losses while safeguarding income and
well-being within the fishing community.

He added that the department has assured
that every approved farmer will receive
assistance once all conditions are met,
enabling them to continue aquaculture
activities next year.

During the 2024 and 2025 monsoon
seasons, 594 aquaculture farmers received
assistance. amounting to RM7.9 million
through the Agricultural | Disaster Fund.




KOSMO NEGARA 9

17/12/2025

pAURIEN
Jueurefurd uep Jpaly uepsqusd

uenpued  ueIENRg  (QTHAV)

suepelad ueynqniisd lejepuad
ueyely depeyie] ueyriewsd

UBNESEIO{JENSUALT URILSIP ddT

‘emnd uewrefurd uesnin [3eq,
‘ueyguep
-BJIp NN} INJeIa) UBP SN2} Yiga]
BIED9S UBNRUESHE[P Teunj ues
-nunduad ueypsewsw [Seq TEU
ML BUBM BWIIDL URIDS URTHY
gueaog uepnnmad njl ureEs,,

‘ddds§ Isnau
-3 [eun) neje [isey uepoxaisd
eIedeIe] Uepuled ueepaiusd
urSusp [eunJ, UrBWIaUad POy
-3IS WRISIS UenpuURd  SLIEDH
ueyrequequieuad YNSBLID) uey
-eYNWaIp ULSUBRpPEd BIBIUY,
‘uere)rad yndur wewrelurd
uep jpaiy ueuequed uesnindu
-ad BleS (dddS) Suepe[ad uey
nON31ed MBI Welsls MIeEL
Teun) ueredeq ueewauad UesNI
-nguad nirer euiein nsy enp eped

-9) UBNSTOJUWIAUE Ny UedfRqUEd

c-weuad  ueSueped  ‘eAueley

. 'uesnisiiaq ueyessousd
yeysue| efeqes Mdd enwos 1p

ynInpAUSW  BIEDSS UROSEINUE

ueIepasey ueleysuuad ejIes
mmw  feu uegmnduad ‘O
-goqur  ueefepnquiad urexdoad
ueeuesyead ueylofsaduaw
NI WHJS 'BIeNIDq NE[RE

} ‘Weellas uee}
-efuay njes ure[ep eAueiey uey
-dejelp Sued ueinjelad yniew

-aul Uep WMiiqeunexerss ‘snie)
BIPIDS UBNRUBSYE[P ueSuemay
sesoad depes ueypsewsul uenf
-nIag Ul ueyregUeqUeuad,
‘pSENY BUNS (E[ES UBp

UBSHNOY ONISH ueySuBInSuUSW

18eq uemueisd jndur uewelurd
uep Jpen| ueuaqued eredeje]
uegniewad BRS Teun) LReIed
-eq  Ueewpeuad  umsnanguad
epedsay ueueyouad wMeqUILLL
my e[oeyeIe) uerequUequeuad
‘BlEjieq [UED V. BUPY JON

"PUOI 'SIII9d WHJS YeleSuad
‘(idd)
uesemey Buepe[pd ueyngniiad
ueSuemay uesnunsuad weEp
yenser ueyedaduad BRSO
-Bojur uedejuewad ‘snin Iqpe)
ynnyaedwawl 18eq  si1ag 1198
-aN (dd1) 8uepe[ad ueynqniiad
edequia] epeday elo[@NEIE] UBY
-equequieuad UBSURPED WEUD
uejsuelUSqUB SIiIad (INMJS)
BISAR[RIN UEBnsSeY UBUEZaduaq
efefueynins — VAVE HONITVLAL

SIdd eloeele) uerequecuieuad welts Sueped siiad INJIdS




HARIAN

25
17/12/2028 METRO

AGRO
BANK

' --:Iﬂ:. ‘;iz AWARDS zs‘} 25
in menerajui dan menciptair
alam industri agromdkﬂnan negar:

B

ANUGERAH
PKS TERBAIK

| AGROBANK

' ‘/, NG

1 3'1.4-

T
5T
F
a

TEMPAT PERTAMA

i AQINA FRUITS

SDN BHD

| ANUGERAH
| USAHAWAN WANITA

AGROBANK
TEMPAT PERTAMA

AWANG NGAH
EDAR SDN BHD

ANUGERAH
USAHAWAN MUDA
AGROBANK
TEMPAT PERTAMA

AL AMIN BAROKAH

o l ANUGERAH

| INOVASIUSAHAWAN

| AGROBANK
} ANUG E?AH KHAS

VIVENDI ASSET
SDN BHD

ANUGERAH
PKS TERBAIK
AGROBANK
TEMPAT KEDUA
PENTERNAKAN

SUMBER
UNGGAS SDN BHD

ANUGERAH
USAHAWAN WANITA
AGROBANK

TEMPAT KEDUA

ANUGERAH
USAHAWAN MUDA
AGROBANK
TEMPAT KEDUA

NEX ECOVENTURES
SDN BHD

ANUGERAH
PEMERKASAAN
USAHAWAN OKU
AGROBANK
TEMPAT PERTAMA

REZEKI TERNAK
ENTERPRISE

ANUGERAH
PKS TERBAIK
AGROBANK
TEMPAT KETIGA

91 MARINE GOLD
| MARKETING

SDN BHD

ANUGERAH
USAHAWAN WANITA

~| AGROBANK
| TEMPAT KETIGA

' PUTRA AFIQ

GLOBAL

| ANUGERAH
{ USAHAWANMUDA

AGROBANK

| TEMPAT KETIGA
| SMRBIOTECH

SDN BHD

ANUGERAH

PEMERKASAAN
USAHAWAN OKU

| AGROBANK

TEMPAT KEDUA
Rl EDAR




17/12/2025

BERITA

NASIONAL 7

HARIAN

‘Sukar elak 1kan mahal ketlka Mmusim tengkUJuh’

Kota Bharu: Harga ikan segar
di pasar sekitar Kelantan naik
di antara RM2 hingga RMS se-
kilogram sejak awal bulan laly,
susulan cuaca yang tidak me-
nentu sehingga menjejaskan ha-
sil tangkapan nelayan tempatan.

Peniaga ikan, Norafaika Ka-

marudin, 33, berkata ikan sela-

yang dijual RM12 hingga RM14

sekilogram, berbanding RM8 |

hingga RM10 sekilogram sebe-
lum ini, manakala ikan tenggi-
ri pula kini dijual RM40 hingga
RM42 sekilogram, berbanding
RM36 hingza RM38 sekilogram.

Katanya, harga ikan kem-
bung juga meningkat kepada
RM24 sekilogram berbanding

sehelum ini RM20 hingga RM22 5

sekilogram dan ikan selar pula
dijual RM24 berbanding RM16
hingga RM20 sekilogram sebe-
Jum ini.

“Bekalan ikan pada masa ini
bergantung kepada hari kerana
ada ikan tiada bekalan. Saya
masih lagi menjual ikan segar
yang menjadi pilihan pelang-

gan mesklpun harganya mahal

sikit,” katanya.
Norafaika berkata, keba-

nyakan penduduk Kelantan

. memilih ikan segar berbanding

ikan sejuk beku disebabkan kua-

Ikansegnr masih Judl prhhun penduduk bmrpun bekafan berkurangan ketlku tengklgnh

Titi ikan yang lebih baik blarpun
harganya mahal.

Bagi mendapatkan  beka-
lan ikan segar, katanya, beliau
menunggu pemborong di Pu-
sat Transformasi Luar Bandar

(Foto

(RTC) Tunjong seawal 4 pagi
dan jika terlambat, sukar untuk
memperoleh ikan yang elok.
“Buat masa ini, hanya nela-
yan yang menggunakan bot
besar keluar menangkap ikan

di laut, manakala kebanyakan
nelayan bot kecil pula fidak tu-
run ke laut bimbang keselama-
tan mereka kerana cuaca tidak
menentu.

“Beberapa pasar sudah mula
menjual ikan sejuk beku. ;

“Peniaga vang menjual ikan
segar belum beralih kepada ikan
sejuk beku dan masih mendapat-
kan bekalan ikan segar walau-

- pun harga yang diperoleh dari-

pada pemborong lebih mahal.”
katanya.

Seorang lagi peniaga, Husin
Mamat, 52, berkata setiap kali
musim tengkujuh akan berla-

“ku kenaikan harga ikan, tetapi
“minggu ini, beliau masih men-
- jual pada harga lama.

- “Sejak  peralihan monsun
pada bulan lalu hingga kini, be-
kalan ikan diperoleh seperfi bi-
asa kerana masih terdapat nela-
yan yang dapat turun ke laut.

“Harga ikan memang me-
ningkat ketika musim tengku-
Jjuh' dan ini sukar dielakkan,”
katanya.

R ==
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Taiping, Perak.

Terhimpit kos operasi,
pasang suruf untung rugi

Oleh NORAFIDAH ASSAN

SHAH ALAM - Kos mal@nan ternakan tinggi
terus menjadi antara cabaran utama dalam
industri pentemakan lembu, khususnya bagi
pengusaha tempatan yang terlibat secara
langsung dalam pengeluaran bekalan lembu
dan daging negara.

Penyanyi legenda, Datuk Jamal Abdillah
yang juga pengusaha ternakan lembu ber-
kata, penternakan lembu memeriukan ke-
sabaran kerana prosesnya mengambil masa
panjang dan berdepan pelbagai kekangan.

_“Apa pun cabaran, hadapi sahaja sebab

penternalan lembu dan pengeluaran daging
ini memang proses jangka panjang yang sa-
ngat diperlukan negara. ;
"Saya sendiri berdepan pelbagai kekang-
an dan sudah tentu salah satunya kos ope:
rasiselain pasang surutnya untung rugi dalam
dunia perniagaan seperti ini.
“Bagaimanapun, pengusaha perlulah

Jamal hampir empat iahun men.usahakan !adang fidlot :ﬂ Bukit Memh

sentiasa mendapatkan na-
sinat,imuatauperkaraberr TS .
kaitan daripada t?'hak ber- Apﬂ pun cabaran, ! =
tanggungjawab supaya p.g : Dalam padaitu Pelantun
ternakan kita menepati hadaP_; saha}a Sebab. lagu Kekasih Awal dan Akhir
standard yang diperlukan pCDtCTﬂakaIl lembu ity berkata, pengalaman
ﬁafi mengek!akka; isu slain dan pcngeluaran menguk[r(us t:rnaka?( me-
atanya kepada Sinar nunjukkan kos makanan
Harian pada Selasa. dagmg ini mcmang merupakan faktor paling
Media sebelum ini me- plOSﬁS ]augka - besaryang perlu dihadapi
laporkan, Malaysia me- an san it pengusaha.
merlukan lebih tiga juta }{il ] a{igyang ga “Ketiadaan padang ra-
ekor lembu menjelang’ per ukannegara, _ gut berskala besar me-
20:11-0 bagi m?ﬂ"’"_“.h' ke- b J‘%ﬂl.‘ﬂ] Flt maksa pengusaha ber-
perluan belalan dag;ngdqn ! - gantung kepada makanan
tenusu domestik, kata : - berasaskanpa[etdandedak
KetuaSetiausaha Kementerian Pertaniandan yangharganya agak mahal. !

Keterjaminan Makanan (KPKM), Datuk Seri
Isham Ishal.

Jelas Isham, pembangunan industri ru-
minan negara menjadi antara fokus utama
KPKM dalam perancangan jangla panjang
untuk memperkukuh sektor agromakanan
melalui penerapan teknologi moden seperti

- kecerdasan buatan (Al) dan dron bagi me-

ningkatkan produktiviti sektor itu.

“Kalau 50 kilogram palet itu harganya .

boleh cecah sehingga RME0, jika 100 ekor
lembu untuk tempoh tiga bulan, kos makan-

an sahaja boleh mencecah sekitar ;

RM40,000," jelasnya.
Jamal yang hampir empat tahun meng'

usahakan ladang fidlot di Bukit Merah

Taiping, Perak berkata, ladangnya mampu
menempatkan sehingga 300 ekor lembu,

~ Jamal Abdillah dedah
cabaran ternak lembu

namun ketika ini sekitar 200 ekor diternak
bergantungkepada kos dan keperuan pasar-
an, khususnya bagi jualan runcit dan ibadah
korban. :

Dalam usaha jangka panjang, beliau ber-
kata, perancangan untuk memiliki kawasan
padang ragut yang luas amat penting bagi
mengurangkan kos makanan dan memasti-
kan kelangsungan penternakan.

“Kalau ada kawasan padang ragut yang

besardan [uas, kos makanan pun turun dan

tidak rnustahtt ramai pengusaha beleh wu-
e
"Sehubungari itu, saya!:erha:ap kerajaan
atau pihak berkaitan dapat memudah cara
untuk mendapatkan kawasan padang ragut

- sesuai; kepadapengusahayangbenar benar
: senus dalam bldangpent&makan lembu.

“Beri peluangkepada mereka yang 100

 peratus fokus pada penternakan. Bila lebih

ramai penternak wujud, masalah kekurang:
an lembu negara ini boleh ditampung pada
masa hadapan,” ujarnya.
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ures including boosting aquacul-
ture to safeguard food securiry
and reduce pressure on marine
Tesources.

To date, five Aquaculture
Industrial Zones (ZIA) covering a
total of 104.55ha have been
established statewide.

‘These are located at Pulau
Jerejak (36.5ha), Pulau Betong
(0.96ha) and Batu Maung
(4.38ha) on Penang island, as
well as Pulau Aman-Bukit
Tambun (20.16ha) and Sungai
Ddang (42.55ha) on the main-
land.

Penang agrotechnology, food
security and cooperative devel-
opment committee chairman
Fahmi Zainol said safeguarding
marine life was essential to
ensuring the state continued to
have diverse sources of protein
from the sea.

“About 60% of Penang’s fish
supp]y currentl;, comes from

aculture, with wild-caught
ﬁs contributing the remaining
40%, unlike many other states
where wild catch remains domi-
nant.

“We want to position Penang
as one of the most developed
aquaculture states in the coun-

Fahmni said all ZIA sites have
been operating since July 31 last
year, adding that among the spe-
cies farmed were seabass
(siaicap), snapper (jenahak), giant
trevally (nyol-nyok), golden pom-
fret (bawal emas) and grouper
(kerapu).

He said the establishment of
ZIA allowed the state to regulate
the industry more effectively,
protect aquaculture areas from
competing forms of development
and ensure orderly, sustainable
fish-farming practices.

There are currently about 200
aquaculture operators and entre-
preneurs in the industry, all of
whom hold licences and are reg-
ulated by the Fisheries
Department and other relevant
agencies.

“These measures are crucial to
maintaining an organised and
sustainable aguaculture indus-
try,” Fahmi said.

He added that the state encour-
aged fish farmers to be

Penang’s investment in aquaculture shows
PENANG is taling muliple mens-  PrOMIising path to sustamable farming

TATT/The Star

under Malaysia Good Aquacul-
ture Practices (myGAP) and Food
Quality Control (FQC), to
strengthen Penang’s aqu.acultu.re
sector.

In addition to aquaculture
development, he said Penang’s
stock replenishment pro-
grammes saw the release of a
total of 1,639,112 fish and prawn
into public waters this year.

The releases included inland
species such as catfish (baung),
tinfoil barb (lampam sungai) and
freshwater prawn, as well as
marine species including seabass,
tiger prawn and 15,505kg of
cockles.

“Additionally, 187 artificial
reefs have been deployed across
Penang’s waters to enhance
marine habitats,” Fahmi said.

Fish-landing points

As of last October, three jetties
have emerged as Penang’s main
fish landing points, collectively
handling more than 21,600

A fisherman preparing his boat at Penang’s Batu Maung jetty before going out to sea. — Photos: LIM BENG

Fahmi says the establishment of
aguaculture industrial zones has
allowed Penang to ensure orderly
sustainable fish-farming practices.

metric tonnes (mt) of seafood.

Fahmi said the Kuala Muda
jetty in north Seberang Perai
recorded the highest landings at
10,203.10mt, followed by the
Bati Maung fishermen’s jetty in
the southwest district
(6,517.65mt) and Sungai Udang
jetty in south Seberang Perai
(4,898.80mt).

“These jetties are more than
just unloading points for fisher-
men. They function as strategic
hubs serving both traditional
coastal vessels and larger deep-
sea boats.”

Fahmi said the jetties, man-

aged by Fisheries Development

Board (LKIM), were equipped

as subsidised fuel tanks, which
reduced operating costs for fish-
ermen.

“They also serve as key centres
for fish auctions, wholesale dis-
tribution and market supply,
ensuring the smooth movement
of seafoocl across Penang.”

He said the volume of fish han-
dled at these locations under-
scored their critical role in sus-
taining Penang's fisheries econo-
my and safeguarding the state’s
food supply.

Fahmi said the Batu Maung

Zarina says Penang's Fisheries
Department has tightened fishing
vessel licensing controls and
strengthened enforcement.

jetty also housed the state’s Area
Fishermen’s Association (PNK)
whilen its surrounding commer-
cial developments provided addi:
tional income opportunities for
the local community.

“These landing points play a
wvital role in supporting both
small-scale and commercial
fishing activities, forming the
backbone of Penang’s fisheries
infrastructure.”

Steady supply

Penang’s fish stocks remain
stable despite long-standing con-
cerns over declining catches,
with official data showing an
overall increase in landings in
2023 and 2024.

Penang Fisheries Department
director Zarina Zainuddin said
fish landings in the state
rebounded after a sharp drop
during the Covid-19 movement
restrictions.

In 2020, Penang recorded
56,849mt of catches valued at
RM719.8mil.

Landings fell to 35,375mt in
2021, with a corresponding drop
in value to RM587.4mil.

‘The catch recovered in 2022,
with landings rising to 47,607mt




17/12/2025

THE STAR

NEWS 3

By TAN SIN CHOW
sctan@thestar.com.my

A PROJECT develnper has com-
pleted a large-scale fish

prawn mmddngpwgmmme
in collaboration with research-
ers from Centre for Marine and

Malaysia.

“The initiative by Silicon Island
Development Sdn Bhd (SIDBS)
invelved the release of 25,000
seabas juveniles (Lates mlmr-

7 and 52,000 tiger prawn
uw_n.llﬁ (Penaeus monodon) at
strategic locations around
Penang this year.

Cemacs director Prof Datuk
Dr Aileen Tan said seabass juve-
niles were released near Pulau
Kendi, where artificial reefs
were deployed in April.

four phases between May and
Al

&eruwde shelter, food and
g grounds, allowing the
pwrsniles 0 survive and reach
maturity,” she said.

“Under natural conditions,
male seabass typically mature
at around 60cm, and females at
ahout 80cm.

“We are seeding the next gen-
eration of healthy fish stocks.”

For prawn restocking, Tan
said the team focused on man-

and value increasing to
RM787.3mil, signalling a return
to near pre-pandemic levels.
“For the 2023-2024 period,
Penang recorded a positive
growth frend,” Zarina said.
According to Fisheries Depart-
ment data, total fish landings
increased from 38,226.24mt in
2023, valued at RM730.54mil, to
39,231.34mt in 2024, valued at
RM685.65mil.

“This represents a 2.63%
increase in volume, indicating a
steady supply of fish in the state,
despite fluctuations in market
value,” she said.

Beefing up enforcement

Zarina said the department has
tightened fishing vessel licensing
controls and strengthened
enforcement against illegal, unre-
ported and unregulated fishing
to prevent overfishing and pro-
tect marine ecosystems.

This includes restricting and
banning destructive fishing

August.
"mese habitats are criticalas

February m]

“The tiger pmwn was selected

because it is the least abundant

shrimpspedesmnank?ulml._ ;
“Byfo 1 e

in;] ZDg o 303 we]:-e released.
“They are expected to reach

The release was carried out in  be
via

i ]
{l'tu!gmte in:tus;g:lal zomes,

methods such as bubu naga fish
waps, as well as curbing illegal
trawling in zones reserved for
traditional fishermen.

In 2024, 83 vessels were
dem fg}' vzlrimjs Dﬁ'em:eg.th
includi egal rawling an e
use of ]Jrnh]‘h%ted fishing gear.

The vessels were seized and
cases hrought to court under the
Fisheries Act 1985.

“Enforcement is carried out
regularly, with patrols operating
round the clock and responding

promptly to reports,” Zarina said.

Fishing grounds

Zarina said fishermen in
Penang and surrcunding waters
continued to o] te across both
inshore and offshore fishing
gm%, with sever:éll alfeas
eme! as cati ots.

Amurlg poll:i{ar mshulutsszl\]reas
are waters around Pulau Aman
that are known for crabs and a
variety of fish species.

“The Straits of Malacca

Ly HIPE ;mr‘l’!‘r.(r

must also enish. You

mmMemis;Elg.lllym must
also remember tradition.

“The challenge is to do both.
‘What we are seeing in Penang is
an ahemé)t to balance develop-
ment ani eeo]ogy. not hy
chance, but by 3

mation, the challenge is in how
nities and e

move forward with it.”

PIC chief executive officer
Datuk Seri Farizan Darus said
besides strengthening marine
stocks, SIDBS was also providing
new hoats a.nd enginesw [fsher-

Tan sald, “You can build, but

men under the Social Impact
Management Plan (SIMP).

To date, 127 malla oper-
ating in the vi of the pro-
ject have benefitted.

SIDBS also rovided fisher-

even-day cou
by Akademi Maritim Penjana
1lmu that covered chartwork,
seamanship, meteorology and
lifesaving appliances.

“We want to ensure that
‘while progress continues, tradi-
tional mnu'nunidesgke ﬂdsher-
men are em to adapt
and benefit mw oppm'-)tu-
nities,” said Farizan.

“This includes providing them
access to proper raining, certifi-
cation pathways and alternative
sources of income.”

He said with sturdier boats,
fishermen would be able to fish
farther and more safely.

“You cannot simply provide
boats without skills, or skills
without sustaining the resource
base. Sustainability means put-
tm,g these pieces together.

“SIMP addresses the social
dimension by ensuring fisher-
‘men can work safely, continue
their traditions, or pursue new
opportunities.

“PEOM addresses the
ecological foundation by
ensuring the sea itself
continues to provide.”

(Leﬁ} Eric Wong holding up a 5kg grouper, a fish popular for Chinese New Year
celebrations. His family runs an aquafarming business on Pulau Jerejak, where his
mother Teoh Lay Suan (above) helps out.

remains a major fishing ground
for pelagic (open sea) species
such as Indian mackerel (ikan
kembung) and scad (ikan selar).

“Off the south-western coast of
Penang island, near the Straits of
Jerejak, fishermen target a mix of
coastal species, while larger
trawlers operate further offshore
towards the maritime borders
with Perak and Indonesia.”

Zarina said fishing patterns
shifted seasonally, i enced by
monsoon winds, fish migration
and water conditions.

She said Penang’s catch
remained diverse, with pelagic
species such as Indian mackerel,
scad and Spanish mackerel (teng-
girQ) commaonly caught near the
surface.

Demersal species, includin
snapper, grunter (geruf-gerut
and various threadfin bream
(kerisi), are found closer to the
seabed, while shellfish such as
prawn and crab continue tobe a
major and highly valued compo-
nent of the state’s fisheries.

Red snapper,
another
popular fish
being reared a
the aquaculturs
farm in Pulau
Jerejak.




