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17 lembu mati angkara
makan rumput berkimia

BATU GAJAH - Sebanyak 17
ekor lembu milik seorang pen-
ternak mati selepas memakan
rumput yang dipercayai terce-
mar bahan kimia di kawasan
Taman Tronoh Baru di sini.

R. Nithiananthan, 38, berka-
ta, tiga daripada 32 ekor lembu
~yang diternaknya pula masih

L S = -

PENDUDUK menunjukkan lokasi

bahan kimia dibuang di Tama

kepada Jabatan Perkhidmatan
Veterinar serta Jabatan Alam
Sekitar (JAS). 5 ;

Seorang penduduk, Nor Af-
fandi Ahmad, 51, berkata, akti-
viti pembuangan sisa dipercayai
bahan kimia di tempat terbuka
telah dikesan sejak sebulan lalu.

"Mereka datang pada waktu
malam, tabur bahan itu dan
timbus dengan sampah lain.
Bau memang lain. Saya dah tiga
kali tegur pemandu lori, dia
cuma jawab ‘okaylah, okaylah’”
katanya.

Ketua Pusat Khidmat dan
Aduan Awam Barisan Nasion-

‘al Perak, Mohd. Rawi Abdul-

lah berkata, bahan kimia itu

. dipercayai berasal dari sebuah

an tindakan pembuan-
but telah melang-

",

R

Tronoh Baru, Tronoh semalam. ~ LIYANA RAMLI
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PENDAPATAN NELAYAN DI SUNGAI BEKOK, YONG PENG TERJEJAS

0Oleh Alias Abd Rani
am@hmetro.com.my

Batu Pahat

umber

beberapa nelayan di

Sungai Bekok, Yong
Peng di sini, kian terjejas
apabila laluan keluar ma-
suk bot mereka dipenuhi
rumput.

Mereka mendakwa kea-
daan itu sudah berlarutan
sekian lama, malah
nyukarkan banyak bot
layan untuk  menyu
sungai dan kzlua.r men

ngambil inisi
dengan memhawa
pemotong rum
‘membuka’ laluan.
mereka. e
Penduduk, Mubd Sufi
Sharifudin, 31, berkata, bu-
kan hanya nelayfan terjejas,
masalah rumput dan sam-
pah dalam Sungai Bekok

tunlt menyumbang kepada

banjir disebabkan aliran

terhalang.

Katanya, perkara itu per-
nah diutarakan kepada pi-
hak berkuasa, namun tiada
tindakan diambil sehing-

Bawa mesm rum; ut

pendapatan

_KEAHMNWBekokyangdlpmﬂnrmput GambarNS'l?MIJASABDRAN]
membawa mesin potong d)hersﬂ:kan pada awal penduduk setempat teru-

2022, tama menyumbang banjir

rumput.
“Selepas itu, rumput di kawasan sekitar terma-

“Sungai Bekok menyim-

pan banyak sumber ikan kembali menebal serta suk di Sri Medan yang ke- j

memberi _kesan kepada rap berdepan masalah itu.

MUHDSlIﬂamblli:ﬂsiatifse:ﬂﬂ dmgmmembawamcsiu
untuk ‘membuka’

pemotong rumput untuk

“Saya. pe;vuah menyuara-
kan perkara ini kepada pi-
hak yang berkenaan, na-
mun mereka memberitahu
(pembersihan sungai) me-
‘merlukan peruumkan

sar;’ katanya.

Mothor Anuar, 40, pula
berkata, sebagai nelayan
dan pengusaha bot, rum-
put di Sungai Bekok men-
ejaskan mata pencarian-

nya yang banyak bergan-

‘tung ! sungal itu,
yang ]uga sebahagian des-
pelancongan negeri.

"Saya tldak pasti berapa
panjang sungai ini, tetapi
Jkami sudah me]alul sejauh
15 kilometer dan pada jarak
ini, banyak dipenuhi rum-
put,” katanya.

Ikuti penjelasan pihak
berkuasa isu

ini dalam terbitan Harian
Metro esok.
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Musang King reigns supreme
among durian enthusiasts

18 BY KIRTINEE RAMESH
Fewsdagk@rhesupdai{y.com 3

- PETALING JAYA: Few fruits inspire
- such fierce devotion- or disgust - as
the durian. And among ‘Malaysia's
many varieties; nonerule quite like
‘Musang King (D197), the nation’s

undisputed - monarch of aroma

and taste,

Gelebrated for its r:ch hun.ery
texture and unmistakably bold
fragrance, Musang King has
become the benchmark for durian
lovers across Asia. But its
supremacy is no accident - it is
written deep within the fruit itself.

‘According to Universiti Malaysia

Terengganu food biochemistry and
biophysics expert Assoc Prof Dr
Mohamad Khairi Mohd Zainol, the
magic of Musang King lies in
its genes.

“Musang King contains extra
copies of genes that produce
volatile sulphur compounds - the
same molecules that give durian its
signature smell,” he said.

These compounds, including

D] Variety contains extra copies of genes
resulting in luxurious aromaand bold yet -
reﬁned taste, says biophysics expert

; di_ethjil y di_sulﬁr.ie and ethyl

2-methylbutanoate, appear in far
higher concentrations in Musang
King than in kampung durian or
other varieties.

Mohamad Khairi said the result
is a more rounded aroma - roasted,
creamy and subtly cabbage-like,

_ In contrast, wild durian release
“more trisulfides, creating a sharper,
harsher odour thatlacks the smooth
sweetness and depth of Musang
King.

“It is this delicate balance

between sulphurvolatiles and fruity
esters that gives Musang King its
luxurious fragrance - bold yet
refined, complex yet inviting”
* he said.

“No wonder it remains the
benchmark for what a truly

The-Musang King 'varity has become the benchmark for durian lovers across fa. — AMIRUL SYAFIQ/THESUN

exceptional durian should be” |
If the second or third bite of
durian tastes milder than the first,
there is science behind it. 2
The same sulphur compounds
that give durian its punchy aroma
can trigger sensory adaptation =.a

temporary dulling of smell a.nd"

taste.

“The rich fat content in durian,
especially in Musang King, adds
another layer of complexity,” said
Mohamad Khairi. -

“The fats coat the tongue and
palate, slowing the release of aroma
compounds.

“This changes how flavours
evolve over time, making each bite
taste a little different.”

This interplay between aroma
chemistry and fat texture gives

durian  its  famously creamy
mouthfeel and evolving flavour -
one that keeps fans coming back for
more.

Like wine or coffee, there is an
art to appreciating durian.
Mohamad Khairi recommends
starting with milder varieties before
moving on to stronger ones like
Musang King.

“This gradual progression allows
you‘to appreciate the sweetness,
creaminess and subtle fragrance of
each type without overwhelming
your senses,” he said.

To reset the palate between
varieties, he suggests plain water or
unsalted crackers - both help
neutralise Imgermg sulphur
compounds so each unique ﬂavour
can be appreciated.

Temperature, ripeness and
freshness also shape the durian
experience.

“Temperature directly affects
how aroma compounds behave,”
said Mohamad Khairi.

‘At warmer femperatures,
volatile sulphur compounds and
esters evaporate more easily,
intensifying the smell. When
chilled, those volatiles are less
active, and the durian may taste
flatter””

As the fruit ripens, enzymes
convert starches into sugars and
ramp up sulphur production,
creating that ideal balance of
sweetness, richness and aroma. But
once harvested, the chemistry
keeps changing - poorly stored or
overripe fruits could ferment,

turning bitter or alcoholic.
“The volatile sulphur
compounds of durian are

incredibly strong, After repeated
exposure, our brain begins filtering
out the signals - a phenomenan

- known as sensory adaptation” said

Mohamad Khairi.

Combined with the natural fats
in durian, this prolongs the release
of aroma molecules, creating what
many describe as a ‘“heavy”
aftertaste.

“It's part of what makes the
durian experience so distinctive.

“Initially overwhelming, but
utterly unforgettable for those who
love it,” he said.
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Best way to enjoy different varieties sparks online chatter

PETALING JAYA: For many
Malaysians, durian season is a ritual -
one measured not by the calendar but
also by the s[ow-pee!ing of the thorny
husks and the first whiff of the fruit.

But some fans have notlced a

curious phenomenon - when eating
Musang King first, the kampung
durign that follows might taste
strangely bland or even“off",

A recent Reddit thread titled
“Musang King before kampung durian
- taste difference?” sparked lively
debate among durian fove
user shared: theexpenence.

| ate Musang King first, then had
some kampung durian after, and the
kampung durian tasted kinda ‘off or
almost spoilt at first"the user wrote.

“But after a while, the taste came

rsafterone
i rdurian is unpredkmbleJnmsta 2
“Ifyou're lucky, it can be as good as

back and was fine again."

The post quickly drew dozens of
comments from Malaysians who have
had the same experience, confirming
that the powerful flavour of Musang
King could overpower milder
varieties.

"You're not alonel wrote one user.

“Musang King is so intense it can
definitely overwhelm your taste buds.
Kampung durian is much more subtle,
so it might seem bland or even a bit
uffafter MK.'

Musang King, but mosﬂy it’s
just normal.

“Like everyone said, Musang King
is fatty and strong-flavoured. It dulls

your senses, kind of like how ice
cream tastes strong at first but flat
after a few bites”

For many, the trick lies in
sequence.

“All the orang tua told me to eat
Musang King last;" ane user wrote.

“Itll make everything else taste off

if you start with it
Others agreed that Musang King
should always be saved for the last.
"Once you start with Musang

by the king,"said another
‘| usually eat XO or kampung first
and only Musang King at the end”"
Several users even shared palate-
cleansing tips.

“Your taste buds are overloaded;’
said one,

*Rinse your mouth with water or
eat some rice to reset”

Another added: “Coffee works too
- great palate cleanser between
durian varieties” X

One netizen summed it up best:

“If | eat Musang King first,
everything else tastes bland.

Always save the king for Jast - it's
too strong and flavourful, itll cover up
all the others”

ng trily fives up to/its royal ttie. Its
rich, strong aroma and creamy texture
reign supreme,

But eat it too soon, and no other
durign would “stand a chance” against
its flavour.

Malaysians ‘agree that Musang

Durian fan Alicia Tan, 29, said she
leamned that lesson the hard way.

“Once you start with Musang King,
everything else tastes like sweet glue”
she said.

“Now, my friends and | always go
from lightest to the strongest
- kampung, D24, XO and only then
Musang King:*

Faiz Rahman agreed that sequence
makes or breaks the experience.

“Musang King has that creamy,
bitter kick that stays on your tongue
‘forages; he said. :
lts ke eating dark -chbcaiate-
before milk chocolate - you can't taste
the mild one after.

“It’s not that kampung durian is
bad,  its just overpowered’
- By Kirtinee Ramesh

v"




