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Johor's dairy tourism boost

Modern hub in Mersmg also strengthens fresh milk production

By YEE XIANG YUN
xiangyun@thestar.com.my

DAIRY tourism is becoming
Johor's next agro-attraction, with
the state banking on the
Jemaluang Dairy Valley (JDV)
project in Mersing to draw visi-
tors, while boosting fresh milk
production.

State agriculture, agro-based
industry and rural development
committee chairman Datitk
Zahari Sarip said the project was
designed to strengthen the state’s
dairy output and create new eco-
nomic spin-offs.

“Among its visitor-friendly
features are a dairy cafe,
steakhouse and educational
tours.

“Many visitors have been
stopping by to take photos and
videos which have become
popular on TikTok,” he said in a
question and answer session
during the state assembly sitting
at Bangunan Sultan Ismail in
Kota Iskandar.

Zahari: Jemaluang Dairy Valley
a catalyst for socio-economic
growth.

He was responding to ques-
tions on how the dairy project
benefitted the people and efforts
to increase ruminant numbers.

JDV was completed on June 30,
2025, by the East Coast Economic

Region Development Council via
an allocation of RM68.5mil.

Zahari said the project was a
catalyst for socio-economic
growth, generating job opportu-
nities for locals while also intro-
ducing a satellite farmer pro-
gramme to nurture 30 satellite
dairy farmers within the first
three years of operation.

He said JDV would function
as a fresh milk collection centre,
while the Johor Dairy Centre
of Excellence would provide
technical training, technology
transfer and market access for
farmers.

Johor has the second highest
population of ruminant animals
in the country after Pahang, with
160,845 cows and goats to date.

Zahari said the state aimed to
increase the number to 200,000
by 2027.

“RM19.8mil was also allocated
by the state over the past five
years under the Veterinary
Services Department for the
development of the ruminant

industry,” Zahari said.

However, the subsector’s
self-sufficiency level was low,
he said, with beef and buffalo
meat at 15.9%, mutton and goat
meat at 10.6% and fresh milk at
66.8%.

“Our import dependency is
high at 89.6% for beef and buffa-
1o meat, 84.5% for mutton and
goat meat, and 56.6% for fresh
milk.”

Zahari said to address this, the
state was implementing several
measures to boost local rumi-
nant numbers and productivity,
including improving livestock
genetics through cattle breeding
assistance programmes and
expanding artificial insemina-
tion services.

Other efforts, he said, included
strengthening disease-control
programimes, upgrading live-
stock infrastructure and feed
management, providing support
and training for farmers, and
enhancing Permanent Food
Production Parks for livestock.
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TECHNOLOGY is increasingly
heing used to map and under-
stand life beneath the waves, a
step thal’s proving vital as
conservation efforts for coral
reafs intensify

In September, Reaf Check
Malaysia annaunced thatan
interactive map to access detajls
on the health of reafs in Malaysia
is now availablz on its website
tinyurl. com4r7ast2f),

Users can access defails such
fas graphs with location trend
fanalysis (o indicate how the
2alth of the coral reefs has

anged over a five-year time
iod. It also has details on
species of fish and other sea
creanres seen in the area.
“This platform leverages the
Rpower of community involve-
fment to gather extensive and
pliverse data sots. This approach
Wiemocratises dara collection and
fencourages public participation,
ﬁen'ng asense ol awnershjp[
nd responsibility towards reef
nservation,” Reef Check
iysia chief operating officer
[heresa Ng said in a statzment.
‘The map has a legend to indi-
Fate the health status of live coral
fover ranging fram Excellent ta

Poor.
When contacted, Ng explained
hat the data poinis come from
Reef Check’s monitoring surveys
Tt 4 ajdlassaiellﬂe' moniforing, with
count sudder I])' 101 ingl zd'ns il il vy
ph'!' in an area that usually anI: m w(m:m iy Hﬂ{hmidmﬁ;pdau? track the ecosystem more effectively. Massachusetts Institute of
lownumbers, the experts “Some said the data raised red  trends over time and verify the “The advantage of this technol-  Technology unveiled SeaSplat, an
will compare it with historical flags, reflecting their concern over  remote data against realworld ogy. [1.5 that) it can be deployed in {\I-mode] to analyse underwater
data and conduct further checks  a reef ecosystem that g o cbservations or ‘ground outhing' (a) wider area that we couldn’t images taken by standard
10 understand what has be deteriorating,” she added. to provide more accurate insights patrol every e day to get cameras. £
and confirm the findings.” she To suppart conservation efforts  for reef conservation,” she said. data for day and night forusto The model, powered by NU"ld.la
said. using the data on the map, Ng Ng said GPS markers of coordi- make good, informed decisions,” 140 GPUs, relies on 3D Gaussian
The map aims o provide timely  said Reef Chieck can guide dive Delving dgepg[ nates recorded are used to verify he said in an online statement. splatring (a gg}}ﬂxﬁ technique
*“Over the years, we have updlates on the reef health indica-  site operators and tourist spots on that survey data was collacted at In the same month, Samsung that blends ns of data :
ained over 1,000 volunteersto torsas immediate access to cur- when to tempararily close areas. Advanced tech like rohotsare the comect resf sites. said it was collaborating with paints to create realistic 3D vis-
jssist with data collection. They  rent data will llow stakeholders  giving the reafs an oppornunity o als being used to aid with coral nonprofit organisation Seatrees  uals) Lo carrect water distortions
pre mostly avid divers who to make informed decisions at a heal reef conservation. According o Asst Prof Malika and II_Le University uf_Ca]ifurr_ua hke_hazeaml discolouration, pro-|
flecided to use their skills to faster rate, ultimately enhancing Reef Check is a non-profit September, The Sirails Times  Meghjani, who leads the team at San Diego to explore innovative ducing more accurate 360-degree
ontribute towards reef canser-  response time to emerging threats.  organisation dedicated to the reported the Singapore University  SUTD, the robat can alsa be used solutions for reef restoration. reconstructed images.
ation,” N said. According loNg, therejsan  onnservarion of tropical coral o Technalogy and Design (SUTD)  £o assess ship hulls and monitor The company developed Ocean  Researchers belleve the model
She added thai GPS markersor  impression that “data fs not sexy” ~ reefs and temperate kelp forests.  had created an underwater robot the impact of o spills. Made, a customised camera will help ecologists develop a bet-
aordinates recorded areused to but she thal datais Apart from the map, jts website  that can generate a low-resal- mode to mmrehéglmyw ter understanding ofcora_J reefs.
erify that survey data was crucial to identify threats and aid  also provides educational tion 3D digital twin of coral reefs  Collective effort images of coral j According to WHOI assaciate
pollected at the carrect reefsites,  in efforts to mitigate reef damage, modules designed far teachers, within minutes. The device, undgnva_le_r. 'Fhe comy claims scientist and model co-creator
pnsuring its accuracy and authen-  guiding both conservation teams  students and other indfviduals to which weighs ahout 20kg with Tech companies are also step- that it minimises motion blur Yogesh Girdhar, coral rgers may
icity. and relevant parties in their learn about marine conservation.  diving capabilities of up lo 30m,  ping in 1o support cotal reef con- and automatically adjusts white  cover only a small portion of the
“We also consult marine sclen-  response. Since the launchof the  Looking ahead, Ng said it is equipped with a system called  servation by contributing tools balance to enhance clarity and ocean, but they sustain an
ists o verify the data before it inferactive map, Ng said they would be exciting to integrate Al Maplion to assist operators by mde:pergemgmm colour accuracy, with the aimof  extraordinary diversity of
koes anto thelive map. For exam-  have received feedback from var-  and other advanced technologies,  capturing visual data of corals toring and restoration effarts. helping researchers receive more marine life - hence it is criicial to
and other underwater structures In January this year, Huawei precise images for analysis - a[l monitar their ecosystems closely.
like pipelines, identifying any launched a Tech4Nature project to support more effective moni- “Scientists can use tl!js_muclel
areas they may have missed 1o 10 monitor and protect coral reefs toring and evaluation of coral to quantify the biodiversity af
produce a complete 3D maj at the Kisite-Mpunguti Marine restoration efforts, reefs and detect specific events
According 1o marine binrnglsl Park and Reserve in Kenya. “Design and implementationaf’  like coral bleaching or disease,”
Sam Shu Qin, photographing cor- ‘The project will see the use of coral reef restoration need to be he said in an online statement.
alsand the footageina  undenwater cameras, informed by reliable information To collect underwater imagery
lab is a manual and challenging metry and audio mol tech about what works and what for training the model, research-
often made more difficult  nalogies. Al will also be trained to doesn’t. Mobile technologies offer . ers glepluyeql a su];rqemble mbt_:[
poor underwater visihility. recognise target species by sight an exciting opportunity to expand  equipped with Nvidia Jetson Orin
“Itisa very useful tool if we can  and sound toretrieve real-time aceess to this information,” Scripps  edge :pmpur_jng_wdmulogy to
successfully map coral trans- data-driven insights. There isalso Institution of Oceanography assist in navigation and data
plants and moniter thefr growth  potential for the system to identi- marine ecologist Dr Stuart Sandin  capture,
over time at coral restoration fy boats wsed for illegal fishing said in an online statement. So far, SeaSplat has been used
sites, or even reef surveys during  and alert rangers (o intervene. fo enhance underwater reef imag:
harmful events ke coral bleach-  Senior assistar director Improving data analysis es from the US Vicgin Islands, the
ing and ofl spills in Singapore’s Adan Kala of Kenya Wildlife Red Sea, and Curacao. Researchers|
‘highly sedimented waters” Sam  Service believes that the tech- In May, researchers at US-based  now aim to make the model more
said in the Straifs Times report.  nology can help them Lo protect Woods Hole Oceanographic adaptable and scalahle for use in
; Institution (WHOD and_lhe anz Lmdenvarerw ar w
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Batu Kawan

ampung Pulau
KAman. di sini, yang
dihuni komuniti ne-

layan kini berwajah baharu
hasil pelaksanaan program
Kampung Angkat Madani
(KAM) oleh Jabatan Per-
khidmatan Awam (JPA) de-
ngan peruntukan RM2.5ju-
ta.

Ketua Pengarah Perkhid-
matan Awam, Tan S5ri Wan
Ahmad Dahlan Abdul Aziz
berkata, pemilihan Pulau
Aman dibuat berdasarkan
potensinya sebagai desti-
nasi pelancongan komuniti
dan keperluan mendesak
untuk menaik taraf kemu-
dahan asas yang ketingga-
lan.

“Sebenarnya  Kampun,
Pulau Aman ini pern
menjadi kampuniuangkat
saya ketika mengikuti kux-
sus kadet pegawai tadbir
diplomatik (PTD).

“Berdasarkan pengala-
man itu, saya tahu kam-
pung ini agak ketinggalan
dari aspek infrastruktur
walaupun lokasinya sangat
hampir dengan tanah be-

sar.

“Apabila Perdana Mente-
1i, Datuk Seri Anwar Ibra-
him mengilhamkan setiap
ketua jabatan ~memilih
kampung angkat, saya me-
lihat Pulau Aman layak di-
beri perhatian, bukan saja
untuk menyediakan kemu-
dahan lebih baik kepada
penduduk, tetapi untuk
meningkatkan  ekonomi
mereka.” katanya ketika te-
mu bual bersama Buletin
Utama TV3, baru-baru ini.

Wan Ahmad Dahlan ber-
kata, projek pembangunan
dilaksanakan bukan secara
semberono, sebaliknya me-
lalui beberapa siri libat
urus bersama persatuan
penduduk Pulau Aman.

Menurutnya, sebanyak 12
projek fizikal serta 24
projek bukan fizikal berjaya
dilaksanakan dalam tem-
poh sembilan bulan anta-
ranya naik taraf jeti, pusat
pengumpulan  sampah,
pembaikan longkang, pe-
ngubahsuaian dewan serba
guna dan penyediaan tem-
pat mandi jenazah.

“Selain itu, projek paling
signifikan ialah pembinaan
Denai Alam (Nature Trail)
sepanjang 2.8 kilometer di
Pulau Aman yang membo-
lehkan pelancong menik-
mati keindahan alam se-
mula jadi.

“Apabila pelancong da-
tang beriadah, persatuan
penduduk mendapat pula-

ngan ekonomi daripada
pelbagai aktiviti.
“Ini juga adalah satu ta-

PROGRAM KAMPUNG ANGKAT MADANI JPA

Belanja RM2.5j ubah wajah
Aman

Kam

WAN AMnadDahhn(empatdaﬁkmmn)kﬁﬂmnmmﬂmmmmﬂgKammmm ’A Pulau Aman semp

Aman, Batu Kawan.

rikan baharu kepada pelan-
cong Pulau Aman" kata-
nya.
Selain kemudahan fizi-
kal, JPA turut melaksana-
kan 24 program bukan fi-
zikal bernilai RM569,000
bagi membangunkan mo-
dal insan dan memperku-
kuh ekonomi komuniti.
Antara program penting
ialah kursus hahasa Ing-
geris dan Mandarin untuk
pengusaha bot, kelas digital
untuk kanak-kanak, pem-
berian smartboard kepada
sekolah rendah, program
pemuliharaan laut bersa-

.
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ma Jabatan Perikanan serta
latihan ekonomi perikanan
melalui persatuan komu-
niti gerikanan (MyKP) dan
Lembaga Kemajuan lkan
Malaysia (LKIM).

Beliau berkata, JPA juga
menjalankan kursus bersa-
ma penduduk mengenai

“Selain itu, projek p
pembinaan Denai

Pul

pengurusan inap desa yang
‘betul merangkumi aspe
‘kebersihan, penyediaan ke-
mudahan dan layanan ke-
pada tetamu.

“Pulau Aman sebenarnya
destinasi menarik untuk
kaki pancing. Apabila inap
desa lebih teratur, ini

aling signifikan ialah
All;l‘gﬁ(ﬂamﬁai}

sepanjang 2.8 kilometer di Pulau Aman
membolehkan pelancong
menikmati keindahan alam semula jadi”
Wan Ahmad Dahlan :
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membuka sumber penda-
patan baharu kepada pen-
duduk,” katanya.

‘Wan Ahmad Dahlan me-
negaskan, |PA akari terus
menjalinkan ~ hubungan
baik dengan penduduk me-

* nerusi lawatan pegawai JPA

dari semasa ke semasa un-
tuk memastikan kemuda-
han yang dibina dan di-
naiktar; aga.

“Saya bgﬂné:ap pendu-
duk menjaga semua kermu-
supaya ia kekal berfungsi
lama dan menjadi sumber
pendapatan berterusan.
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“Ini tujuan Kampung
Angkat Madani iaitu pem-
bangunan ekonomi, sosial
dan budaya yang mam-
pan,” katanya.

Pulau Aman satu-satu-
nya kampung nelayan
Melayu tradisional yang
masih mengekalkan keas-
lian dan keunikan gaya hi-
dupnya.

Pulau seluas 16,5 hek-
tar ini, terletak kira-kira
16 batu nautika dari tanah
besar Seberang Perai dan
lapan kilometer (km) dari
Jambatan Sultan Abdul
Halim Mu'adzam Shah
dan didiami 250 {»endu-
duk daripada 47 keluarga.

Menariknya, pulau ini
menawarkan pengalaman
luar biasa sebagai sebuah
kampung ‘bebas kereta’,
penduduk dan pelawat
hanya hergerak dengan
berjalan kaki, berbasikal
atau menaiki motosikal
menerusi jalan konkrit
yang menghubungkan se-
luruh pulau.

Selain  Pulau Aman,
Wan Ahmad Dahlan ber-
kata, JPA turut memba-
ngunkan Kampung Seri
Menanti di Negeri Sem-
bilan dan Kampung Sem-
bulan di Kota Kinabalu,
Sabah masing-masing da-
lam proses pelaksanaan|
kerja pembinaan dan me-|
naik taraf kemudahan de-
mi kesejahteraan
duk
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Kebun ubi kayu
__musnah angkara gajah

Gua Musang: Sebuah ke-
luarga Orang Asli di Kam-
pung Gawin, Pos Gob di
sini berputih mata apabila
kebun ubi kayu dan padi
bukit yang diusahakan di-
musnahkan gajah liar, dua
minggu lalu.

Lebih mengecewakan
apabila ubi kayu ditanam

sudah mengeluarkan hasil

dan hanya menunggu masa
dituai.

Menurut Amt Aluj, 60,
“dia menyedari kejadian di

kebunnya pada pagi 2 No-

vember lalu ketika datang
menggali ubi kayu.
Katanya dia terkejut apa-
bila melihat kebunnya di-
musnahkan gajah liar wa-
laupun kejadian itu bukan

kali pertama berlaku di ke-

bunnya. - :

- “Melihat ubi kayu dan
anak padi bukit rosak saya
sangat kecewa. Besar ha-
rapan saya menuai ubi kayu
untuk bekal musim teng-
kujuh ini. :

“Kini saya buntu dan ke-

cewa, dalam keadaan hujan

liars
malam.

~ setiap hari saya tidak dapat

keluar ke bandar Gua Mu-
sang atau Kuala Betis untuk
membeli barangan keper-
lnan. *

- “Ubi kayu dan padi bukit

adalah sumber makanan
kami penduduk Orang Asli
di pedalaman. Kami hanya
menyara keluarga dengan
hasil tanaman, namun se-
mua dimusnahkan ga]ah

Sementafa itu, Penghulu

Kampung Gawin, Akek Ba-

hir berkata, sepanjang ta-
hun ini lebih 10 kali berlaku
serangan gajah liar di ke-
bun penduduk.

Katanya, kejadian terba-

haru berlaku dua minggu

lalu yang memusnahkan
tanaman penduduk seperti
ubi kayu, pokok pisang dan
padi bukit.

“Lebih merisaukan kami

~apabila tiba musim teng-
‘kujuh, kami perlukan be-

kalan makanan bagi meng-
hadapi musim hu]an," ka-
tanya.




