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NST NEWS

Fishermen to
need facial
recognition for.
diesel purchase

FISHERMEN will soon need to use
facial recognition technology to
buy government-subsidised
diesel

Agriculture and Food Security

~ Minister Datuk Seri Mohamad
- Sabu said this was among the se-
- curity features being developed

by the government, which is ex-
pected to be implemented by
September to prevent leakages.

He said the Fishermen’s Sub-
sidised Fuel Purchase System
was being developed by the Fish-
eries Development Authority of
Malaysia.

Last year, he said, 199 fishing
vessels were suspended and
blacklisted from receiving diesel
subsidies for flouting subsidy
rules and other regulations.

These offences, he added, in-
volved subsidy misappropriation
amounting to RM2.81 million,
equivalent to 0.2 per cent of the
total subsidies disbursed. -

Mohamad said at present, fish-
ermen’s associations acted as re-
tailers and were equipped with

‘handheld devices at subsidised

diesel sales centres.

Mohamad was responding to a
question from Kalam Salan
(PN-Sabak Bernam) on the im-
provements made to the stan-
dard operating procedures for
buying subsidised dieseél for fish-
ermen.
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