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KunmwMPumMa:aysia'schicken f.

‘egg supply has remained stable and
. sufficient despite the subsldy-
reduction by five sen per egg since
May 1, said Agnculture and Food

| Security Minister Datuk Seri

. Mohamad Sabu.

He said this proved that the

reduction has not disrupted supply.

“In fact, it reflects the growing
© sustainability and resilience of the
local production system;’ he said ina
' Facebook post yesterday.

The government had prevlousiy ‘
~ announced the end of egg price
controls, with subsidies cut from 10

setto be fully removed next month.
The ministry had said the decision
was made after consldeting the
industry’s commitment to ensuring
thategg production remains sufficient.
It also noted that prolonged prlce

controls  and  subsidies are.
unsustainable for the long-term
* viability of local producers and the

: counny’sﬁnandalpos!nm i
Re-targetting egg subsidies is part

ofﬁwegovemment‘kbmadereﬁort'm 7
~ ensure more efficient use of public
fundsand promoﬁngﬂ-remtmnamhty

of local food production. - Bernama
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Mohamad

(tiga dari
Enan)
memeriksa
padi baharu
Clearfield
MR CL3 dan
MR CL4 di
Pusat Benih
Padi FELCRA
Seberang
Perak pada
lsmn..

PASIR SALAK - Industri padi dan beras
negara terus diperkasa apabila dua jenis
padi baharu, MR CL3 dan MR CL4 diper-
kenal bagi menangani cabaran utama
pengeluaran terutama meilbatkan se-
rangan padi angin. |

Menteri Pertanian dan Keterjamman )

Makanan, Datuk Seri Mohamad Sabu
berkata, kedua-dua jenis baharu itu me-
rupakan hasil kerjasama strategik selama
lebih 20 tahun antara Institut Penyelidikan
dan Kemajuan Pertanian Malaysia
(MARDI) dan syarikat BASF. %
“Kaedah pengkomersialan jenis ini
dilaksanakan melalui Sistem Pengeluaran
Clearfield yang merangkuml tiga kompo-
nen iaitu jenis padi. racun rumpai khas
- trek dan panduan penggunaan teknologi.
“Ketiga-tiga komponen ini digabung-
kan untuk menjamm kelestarian teknolo-
gi dan menangani padn angin,” katanya.
Beliau berkata demikian dalam ucap-
annya sempena Maijlis Pengisytiharan
Varieti Padi Clearfield Baharu MR CL3
dan MR CL4 di Pusat Benih Padi FELCRA

Plantation Services Sdn Bhd Seberang
Perak di sini pada Isnin.

Mohamad berkata, MR CL3 dan MR
CL4 mempunyai kelebihan utama iaitu
tempoh matang awal antara 99 hingga
102 hari, potensi hasil melebihi tujuh tan
sehektar serta ketahanan terhadap pe-
nyakit karah daun dan karah tangkai.

“Padi jenis ini sesuai digunakan dalam

program-program di bawah KPKM seperti
penanaman lima kali dua tahun dan
SMART SBB, selaras dengan matlamat
meningkatkan hasil pengeluaran serta
kesejahteraan pesawah,” katanya.
Tambah Mohamad kerjasarna stra-

tegik sektor awam dan swasta ‘merupa-
kan kunci dalam memacu reformas.i me-

nyeluruh industri padi negara bagi

memastikan keterjaminan makanan lebih

kukuh pada masa hadapan.

“Usaha ini mencetuskan teknologl'-r

inovatif sesuai dengan cabaran semasa,

malah menjadi model kerjasama awam- :

swasta yang perlu diperluaskan,” kata
beliau.
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Varieti padi MR CL3,
MR CL4 diperkenal

PASIR SALAK — Institut Pe-
nyelidikan dan Kemajuan

Pertanian Malaysia (MARDI)_
- memperkenalkan dua varieti

baharu padi yang memiliki ke-
: tahanan penyakit lebih baik

selain mengeluarkan lebih ba-

:'.—.nyak hasil.

Menteri Pertanian dan Ke-

terjaminan Makanan (KPKM),
Datuk

_ berkata, varieti baharu MR CL.3
. dan MR CL« tuhasﬂkerjasama
. strategik MARDI dan Syarlkat
 BASEF Sdn. Bhd. yang hermula
. sejak 20 tahunlalu.
ﬂkatanya ‘usaha itu bukan

| CLB dan MR CL4 jalah matang
awal iaitu selama 99 hari dan
102 ha.ri dengan potensi hasil
melebihi tujuh tan sehektar,”

katanya pada Majlis Pengisyti-

Seri Moha.mad Sabu_

haran Va.rietl Pach Clearfield
MR CL3 dan MR CL4 di Pusat
Benih Padi Felcra Berhad, Se-
berang'Perak di Kampung Ga-
jah di sini. s’emalam
Menurutnya ‘kaedah peng-
komersllan varieti baharu itu
dilaksanakan melalui Sistem
Pengeluaran Clearfield yang
- merangkumi varieti padi, racun
rumpai khas Trek dan panduan
penggunaan teknologi. ‘
Katanya, ketiga-tiga kom-
ponen itu digabungkan bersa-
ma bagi menjamin kelestarian
‘teknologi dan mencapai mat-
lamat bagi me.nangam masalah

i padiangin.

~ “Padi a.ngm antara cabaran
(;ama pesawah di negara.ini

‘kerana kesan serangannya me-

nyebabkan ‘kerugian hasil tua-
ianyangtmggualtudj antara 20
hingg;l 80 peratua

"Keadaan ini bukan sahaja
me angkan ~ pendapatan

- ’pesa“mh, ma]ah secara tidak

: memberi kesan ke-
pada pengeluaran padinegara,”
katanya.

MARDI dan BASF menerus-
kan Kkerjasama dalam peng-
hasilan varieti padi MR CL3 dan
MR CL4 selepas kejayaan MR
220CL1 dan MR 220CL2 pada
2010 menerusi penyelidikan
teknologi Clearfield khusus
bagi mengawal serangan padi
angin.

MOHAMAD (dua dari kanan) melakukan gimik perasmian Varieti Padi
Clearfield Baharu Mardi MR CL3 dan MR CL4 di Pasir Salak semalam.
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DALAM
NEGERI

MARDI perkenal dua

varieti baharu benih padi

Oleh ASLIZA MUSA
utusanl‘IEWS@mediamulla com, my

PASIR SALAK: Institut Penyelidi-
kan dan Kemajuan Pertanian
Malaysia (MARDI) memp_grke-
nalkan dua varieti baharu padi
yang memiliki ketahanan pe-
nyakit Jebih baik dan mengelu-
arkan lebih banyak hasil.

Menteri Pertanian dan Keter- |
jaminan Makanan (KPKM), Da- -

tuk Seri Mohamad Sabu berkata,

vane bahamMRCL3danM:R |

; gan ¢
baran semasa, malah menjadi
model kerjasama antara sektor
awam dan swasta dalam pem-
bangunan industri padi dan be-
ras negara.

“Kedua-dua varieti ini mem-
punyai ketahanan terhadap
penyakit karah daun dan karah
tangkai serta dapat dimanfaat-
kan di dalam program imisiatif

1MmMMASﬂmmhmﬂh 

KPKM yang sed_a.ng dualm:kan
seperti penanaman lima kali
dua tahun dan SMART Sawah
Berskala Besar (SMART SBB).
“Selain itu, kelebihan MR

CL3 dan MR CL4 ialah matang

awal iaitu selama 99 hari dan
102 hari dengan potensi hasil
melebihi tujuh tan sehektar,”

iharan varieti padi Clearfield MR CL3 dan MR CL4 di Pusat Benih Padi
Felcra PeﬁﬁqiltampungGajah Pasir Salak. Pemk. semalam. - UTUSAN/MUHAMAD
NAZREEN SYAH MUSTHAFA

katanya pada Majlis Penglsyu-
haran Varieti Padi Clearfield MR
CL3 dan MR CL4 di Pusat Benih
Padi Felcra Berhad, Seberang
Perak di Kampung Gajah, di sini
semalam.

Menurut Mohamad kaedah

pengkomersilan vanetl baharu

itu dﬂaksanakan melalul Slstem

Pengeluaran Clearfield merang-
kumi varieti padi, racun rumpai
khas Trek dan panduan penggu-
naan teknologi.

Katanya, ketiga-tiga kompo-
nen itu digabungkan bagi men-

- }amm kelestanan Ieknologl dan
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Berhad, Pasir Salak, semalam.

MohpaMll'sengttaian

-meiPai'-ClaﬁeIdBaaEM“ 1R CL4 di Pusat Benih Padi FELCRA

(Foto BERNAMA)

2 varieti baharu padi diperkenal

Pasir Salak: Kementerian Per-
tanian dan Keterjaminan Ma-
kanan (KPEM) melalui Institut
Penyelidikan dan Kemajuan
Pertariian Malaysia (MARDI)
memperkenalkan dua varieti ba-
haru padi untuk menangani isu
berkaitan padi angin.

Menteri Pertanian dan Keter-
jaminan Makanan, Datuk Seri
Mohamad Sabu, berkata dua
varieti baharu itu, MR CL3 dan
MR CL4 adalah hasil kerjasama
strategik di antara MARDI dan
BASF (Malaysia) Sdn Bhd sejak
20 tahun lalu.

“MR CL3 dan MR CL4 mem-
punyai kelebihan matang lebih
awal iaitu selama 99 hari dengan
potensi hasil melebihi tujuh tan
‘sehekiar,” katanya ketika ber-
ucap pada Majlis Pengisytiha-

‘ran Varieti Padi Cleafield Baha-

ru MR CL3 dan MR CL4 diPusat
Benih Padi FELCRA Berhad, di
sini, semalam.

Yang turut hadir Ketua Setia-
usaha KPKM, Datuk Seri Is-

ham Ishak; Pengerusi Lembaga
Pengelola MARDI, Dr Azman
Ismail; Pengerusi Jawatankua-
sa Pembangunan Luar Bandar,
Perladangan, Pertanian dan In-
dustri Makanan Perak, Datuk
Mohd Zolkafly Harun dan Ketua
Pengarah MARDI, Datuk Dr Mo-
hamad Zabawi Abdul Ghani.
Mohamad berkata, kedua-dua
varieti itu juga mempunyai keta-
hanan terhadap penyakit karah
daun dan karah tangkai serta
dapat dimanfaatkan di bawah
program inisiatif KPKM seperti
penanaman padi lima kali dua

tahun dan Program SMART Sa-
wah Berskala Besar (SMART
SBB). .

Katanya, kaedah pengkomer-
sialan varieti itu akan dilaksana-
kan melalui Sistem Pengeluaran
Clearfield yang merangkumi va-.
rieti padi, racun rumpai imida-
zolinone (Trek) dan garis pandu-
an penggunaan yang bertujuan
mengawal masalah padi angin.

Beliau berkata, varieti MR
CL3 dan MR CL4 adalah padi
yang dibiakkan khusus untuk
mempunyai ciri rintangan ter-
hadap racun rumpai imidazoli-
none.

Terdahulu, Mohamad turut
merasmikan bangunan baharu
Kompleks Projek Pembangunan
Pertanian Bersepadu (IADA) di
Seberang Perak. BERNAMA
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ALOR STAR: In 2024, floods wiped
out RM158.7 million worth of padi
in Kedah's Mada region, Taising

alarm over the escalal:lng cost of

climare volatility on the nation’s.
food security.

The Muda Agricultural Devel-

opment Autherity (Mada) said
floods last year destroyed 57,323

tonnes of rice across 2,047.

hectares of padi fields.

But it is not iust the dramatic
floods — creeping temperatures
are an invisible threat to yields,
agency leaders said.

“Flood damage is obvious, but

rising temperatures will quletly
eat into yields.

“When It gets too hot, it affects

chlorophyll formation and flow-
ering in the rice.

“Once that happens, output
will decline, but for now, it is un-
der control,” Mada chairman
Datuk Dr Ismail Salleh said.

Citing a Universiti Kebangsaan
Malaysia study, he said that a 1°C
increase in average temperature
could reduce returns by RM442
perhectare.

Another long-term study pro-

jects yield reductions of up to .

34.8 per cent by 2060 in granary

states like Kedah Perak an
lanmmrcnmatepattems ist.

Mada is focusing on fortifying
the fundamentals of soil health
and water management to cush-
ion the impact, said Ismail.

“Whether it's floods or heat
spells, degraded soil means poor
harvests. :

“We're boosting fertility with
microbial and organic inputs to
make the crops more resilient.”
he said.

The agency is upgrading irri-
gation and drainage where pos-
sible, bracing for more extreme

between too much ;nd
tao litﬂewaler i
While mest ﬁada—contmiled

Damk Mahfuz Omar

areas are shielded from ml:wa:er
intrusion, Ismail said that coastal
padi zones in Kuala Muda and
‘Sungai Petani were shnwlngsigns

- of soil salinity.

“We have about a decade, ac-
‘cording to the Malaysian Mete-
orological Department (Met-
Malaysia) forecasts, to put adap-
tation strategies in place before
harsher climate patterns take
hold.

“We have to adapt before harsh-
er climate patterns really set in.
That means investing in better
drainage, smart irrigation sys-
tems andsoil resilience measures
now,” he added.

Farmers Orgznlsaﬁun ‘Author-

b A ; v 2 ) e
Rising temperatures will quietly eat into padi yields. 857 FILEPIC

ity (LPP) chairman DamkMahﬁxz
Omar said climate-linked disas-
ters were forcinga paradigm shift
in farming.

“Floods, dmugh;a even seawi-
ter intrusion, these are no ! Ionger
once-in-a-generation events,
They're happening regularly, so
we need cross-ministerial coor-
dination and long-term planning
Lo cope.”

Mahfuz said farmers under the
LPP are adjusting their routines,
altering crop calendars or choos-

. ingdifferent, more resilient crops

in between padi seasons to avoid
the worst flood months.

He said in Kedah, 816 LPP-
member farmers suffered RM2.2
million in Josses this year due to
floods and drought, affecting
over 3,400ha of farmland.

Nationwide, 37912 LPP-mem-
ber padi farmers have enrolled in
Agrobank’s Padi Crop Takaful
Scheme introduced last year —a
sign that farmers recognise the
need for climate risk manage-
ment.

“Preparedness is no longer op-
tional. We have to reduce the risk
of suffering losses to climate
change and we need tolearn from
the past events” Mahfuz said.
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Rising to the challenge -bf-"_r-'ising seas and seawater breaching padi fields

ALOR STAR: Che Ani Md Zain, 60,
a long-time Jerlun padi farmer
and part-time coastal fisherman,
is increasingly witnessing a troti-
bling phenomenon — seawater
entering padi fields.

He said the sea has encroached
further on land in the past few
vears, flooding low-lying areas
alongthe coast. HI

“If our riverbanks and embank-
ments (bunds) aren’t improved,
tides will keep pushing further
inland.

““Areas in the north that never
had seawater might experience it
in 10 years if nothing is done.”

Che Ani is among farmers
struggling with rising sea levels
as aresult of climate change.

Mohd Sabri Mansor, 66, has
farmed in Kampung Sungai Yan
his entire life, tending fields right
next to the Strait of Malacca.

He said the sea has pushed far-
rher inland'in recent years.

“Water levels used to rise but
remained by the riverbanks. Now
the saltwater seeps into our
fields. 1 :

“We don't understand why it's
happening, but our soil has sud-
denly turned brackish.”

Sabri said high-tide floods used
to hit the padi fields once a year.

“Now it happens three or four
times a year. There is no pattern
anymore.”

Athis age, Sabri has scaled back
to farming 2 relong (0.5ha), but

NSTP PIC 8Y AHMAD MUKHSEIN MUKHTAR

even that small inherited lot is at
risk whenever the ocean swells.

Not far from Sabri's plot, Az-
izan Hashim, 64, recounted how
he lost an entire plot to saltwater
inundation.

“All the seedlings turned yel-
low and died. I had to wash the
salt out and start over,” Azizan
said. -

The replanting set him back

thousands of ringgit.

“This kind of loss is happening
more often now. It's unpre-
dictable, and we're not ready for
it he said.

Azizan, who oversees about 10
relong (2.5ha), said farmers in his
village are anxious every time the
full moon approaches, a period
known for king tides.

Many have begun checkingtide

2 Y < oS A "o 4 - 3 =
Padi furmers in Kuala Sungai Yan with a makeshift trrigation system to prevent saltwater intrusion.

timetables as regularly as the
weather forecast. ¥

In response to these creeping
tides, some innovators are taking
matters into their own hands.

‘Ahmad Husni Mohd Isa. who
leads the Kedah Malays Cooper-
ative's farming division in the
area, has devised a makeshift ir-
rigation system to prevent salt-
water intrusion.

“Without it, this whole village’s
harvest could be gone,” Husni
said, gesturing towards the sys-
tem built from plastic pipes and
wooden planks.

‘Husni believes global phenom-
ena are manifesting on their
shores.

Ice caps melting half a world
away contribute to higher sealev-
els here, he said, and the grav-

“itational tug of the moon now

brings markedly higher tides.

“It may sound far-fetched, but
there’s more water now. When
the moon pulls, more water
comes in, and we can see the ef-
fects.”

The community knows thatim-
provisation can only go so far.
Husni said authorities have been
supportive, with short-term mea-
sures like maintaining old em-
bankments, but more robust in-
frastructure is needed.

“We're not fighting climate
change; we're preparing for it
The sea is rising, so we have to
rise to the challenge too.”

He recalled a bold idea floated
in the 1990s by the late former
Kedah menteri besar Tan Sri
Sanusi Junid, who suggested
growing padi on rooftaps.

“pPeople thought it was crazy
back then, but by 2035, who
knows?

“We might be planting rice on
roofs or on floating platforms if
that’s what it takes.”
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PONTIAN -~ Suasana htx]ung
minggu vang merlah seperti

MrLIdrust Yassin,
Nanas menjad: tump

pat ‘bonus' denganmemual buah
pajakan kebun clurian di Pagoh,

~ Muar dan kebun peninggalan da-
' tuk di Kampung Majt Java di sini.

hari Taya menyebabkan seorang nat |

'Harmnnggudanc
paling siby sebab'“'

menjual pelbagm jenis durian

- termasuk 101 dan D13 sejak 10

tahun lalu dan mampu ‘meraih
i

 Katanya, durian kampung d dan:

durian kshwm kampung dijual

RMlB hmgga RM.18 sekllogram
101 RM22, manakala D3 RMI8§

~ hingga RM22 atau RMI0O0 bagi

limakllegram

Walaupun  musim dunan
menghammn penghu}ung. masih
ramai pelanggan datang ke ge-
rainyayang turut menjual cendol.

“Jualan durian kami pernah
mencapai satu tan pada hujung
minggu. Avah berulang-alik ke
Pagoh setiap hari bagi memasti-
kan bekalan durian mencukupl
katanya.

Pekan Nanas yang mudah di-
akses dari lebuh raya memberi
kelebﬁlamkepada peniaga durlan
di kawasan befkenaan.



