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Sarawak sets pineapple goal

RM23m to be used
to expand farms,
aid growers and
modernise

cultivation

SULOK TAWIE
KOTA SAMARAHAN
news@nst.com.my

ARAWAK's Food Industry,
Commodity and Regional
Development Ministry aims
to expand pineapple plan-
tations to 20,000 hectares by 2030,
Minister Datuk Seri Dr Stephen
Rundi Utam said yesterday. °

He said about 2,199.43ha were
planted with pineapples in the
state,

“The target is achievable he:ause
Sarawak is not only rich in fertile
land but also has strong potential in
the high-value agricultural sector
such as pineapple cultivation.

“Now, pineapple is no longer just
a side crop, but is emerging as one
of the drivers of the state's agri-
cultural economy,” he said at the
meet-the-clients day organised by
the Malaysian Pineapple Industry
Board [LPNM] to mark the National
Pineapple Day.

The text of Rundi's speech was
read by the ministry’s permanent
secretary, Datuk Sirai anak Daha.

However, he said the target would
not be achieved without continuous
efforts from all parties, adding that
‘madern technology, digitalisation,
and modernisation of agrlculiural
practices were the key factors in’
ensuring the sustamaballty and
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Sarawak’s Food Industry, Commodl‘t_v and Regional Devel‘upment Ministry permanent secretary Datuk
Sirai anak Daha (standing, fourth from left) and Malaysian Pineapple Industry Board (LPNM) director-

competitiveness of the pineapple
industry — not onlyin the localmar-
ket, but also globally.

“Maost importantly, good cooper-
ation between the state govern-
ment and LPNM as the represen-
tative of the federal government
must be upheld.”

Rundi said through strategic co-
operation between the state gov-
ernment and LPNM, various initia-

tives had been carried out, includ-
ing the plantation incentive

prngramme farrn mlrastructure

and the study on pineapple waste
for bioeconomic use.

He said this was in line with the
government's direction in develop-
ing modern, smart and sustainable
agriculture.

He added more than RM23 mil-
lion had been allocated by LPNM
this year for planting materials,
farm infrastructure and pineapple
waste research.

e  said this was an uppurtumty
'!ur_the people"of Sarawak= espe-
clal[y yoimg farmers who wanted

general Mohd Khairuzamri Salleh (standing, third from left) with pineapple farmers at the meet- the-
clients day organised by LPNM, in Kota Samarahan yesterday. NSTP PIX BY SULOK TAWIE

to make farming their main
career.

The aid offered included the con-
struction of a drainage system for
better water control, a micro-irri-
gation system to ensure sufficient
water for crops, the installation of
fences for the safety of farm areas
and the construction of farm roads
to facilitate access and transporta-
tion of produce.

Temporary product storage
facilities to maintain the quality
of the fruit before marketing was

also available to farmers, he
added.
~Over 200 participants attended

the meet-the-clients day event here

yesterday.
It was organised to boost the re-

lationship between LPNM and

smallholders, agro-entrepreneurs,
training institutions and the public.

LPNM director-general Mohd
Khairuzamri Salleh said the meet-
the-clients day was an important
platform to deliver the latest in-
farmation, opportunities in the
pineapple industry and channel as-
sistance and incentives to eligible
target groups.

He said the programme aimed to
boost public awareness about the
potemial of the pineapple industry
inSarawak.

“This meet-the-clients day is a
sh’ateglc initiative to strengthen re-
lationships and cooperation be-
tween stakeholders in the pineap-
ple industry from plantation oper-
ators, researchers, producers,
manufacturers to exporters with
LPNM as the agency fully respon-
sible for safeguarding the interests
af the national pineapple industry,”
he said.

Participants ‘included represen-
tatives of government agencies,
pineapple entrepreneurs and those
interested in cultivating the fruit.

Amaong the events included a
briefing on the main varieties such
as MD2, Moris and Sarawak Gold 1,
as well as plant care guidelines ac-
cording to good agricultural prac-
tices.

LPNM also provided expasure on
pineapple farm management
technalogy as well as information
on the agricultural input assistance
and pineapple entrepreneur
schemes.
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EFFICIENT DECISION- MAKING

KOTA SAMARAHAN: Sarawak's
Food Industry, Commadity and Re-
gional Development Ministry

launched the e-Pineapple System

yesterday to support more accurate
and efficient decision-making.

Its minister, Datuk Seri Dr
Stephen Rundi Utom, said Sarawak
was ready to face the challenges of
digital transformation in the agro-
food sectar, in line with the agenda
of the Sarawak Digital Economy
Strategy.

“We at the ministry is striving to
introduce digitalisation in all as-
pects of the industry,” he said,
adding that with the use of big
data and analytics, the ministry
could make more accurate and ef-
ficient decisions, from farm man-
agement to pineapple product pro-
cessing.

He said researchers and educa-

tors played a very hig role in pro- -
viding the data and knowledge

needed to ensure that every de-

cision taken is based on the latest

ewdenceand |nnovatmn

“With this system, project admln-
istration becomes more efficient —
farmer and

collected directly and project mon-
itoring can be carried out more
transparently and quickly.

“This system will become the
best example for other states.”

He said researchers, educators,
planters, pineapple product en-
trepreneurs as well as companies
had an important role in boosting
the industry.

“Cooperation between the public
and private sectors, researchers

and entrepreneurs is a very impor-

tant step for us to achieve success
together.”

s

raduciton data can be e

Sarawak’s Food
. Industry,
~ Commodity and
. Regional

Development

. Ministry's

| permanent

. secrecary, Datuk

| Sirai anak Daha
| (centre), launching

the e-Pineapple

% System in Kota
& Samarahan

yesterday.
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Pacu ekosistem pertanian
mampan, inklusif dan
pesawah terima manfaat

Oleh ASWANY OMAR
KOTA BHARU

erjasama Pertubuhan Peladang
Kebangsaan (NAFAS) dan

Lembaga Kemajuan Pertanian

Kemubu (KADA) mampu
memperkukuh sektor pertanian dalam
usaha meningkatkan keterjaminan
makanan negara.

Usaha itu juga dapat memantapkan
rantaian bekalan makanan dan kaedah
pertanian lebih tersusun dan strategik.

Pesawah di bawah Pertubuhan
Peladang Kawasan (PPK), Tumpat, Mohd
Zaidi Abdul Rahman, 45, mengakui
mereka dapat meningkatkan ilmu
mengenai kaedah tanaman padi dan
penggunaan baja.

Mohd Zaidi yang berpengalaman
selama 33 tahun sebagai pesawah berkata,
banyak fasiliti yang disediakan oleh NAFAS
mampu menyelesaikan masalah mereka.

“NAFAS banyak berfungsi sebagai
pemudah cara kami jika ada masalah
berhubung pertanian melibatkan tanaman
padi,” katanya ketika ditemui pada Program
Tautan Tani NAFAS anjuran bersama KADA
di sini, pada Khamis.

Majlis dirasmikan oleh Pengerusi

Kerjasama NAFAS-KADA
- tingkat kecekapan agihan

KADA, Khalid Abd Samad. Hadir sama
Timbalan Pengurus Besar (Operasi)
NAFAS, Saripol Baharin Karim dan
Pengurus Besar KADA, Mohd Faizul
Mustafa.

Sementara itu, seorang pesawah
wanita dari PPK Puteri Saadong, Normah
Abdullah, 57, memuiji usaha NAFAS yang
mengagihkan baja berkualiti tinggi.

“Kami sentiasa menerima maklumat
terkini melalui KADA dan NAFAS supaya

Khalid (duduk, tengah) bersama tetamu dan peserta Program Tautan Tani.

tidak ketinggalan dalam pertanian,”
katanya.

Normah yang menjadi ahli PPK sejak
berusia 18 tahun banyak menerima
bantuan penternakan dan pertanian
daripada kedua-dua pihak.

Bagi Ruhiddin Hamzah, 55, yang
mengambil alih sawah milik keluarga
sejak berusia 21 tahun bersyukur kerana
kini menjadi sumber rezeki utamanya.

Menurut Ruhiddin, subsidi baja yang

disediakan NAFAS juga antara manfaat
penting yang menggalakkannya
meneruskan bidang pertanian.

Sementara itu, Khalid berkata,
kerjasama Program Tautan Tani penting
kerana menjadi platform yang mampu
memperkukuhkan hubungan antara
agensi serta memartabatkan sektor
pertanian negara secara keseluruhannya.

Jelas beliau, dalam usaha memastikan
keterjaminan makanan bagi rakyat di
negara ini, sudah pasti kebergantungan
bersama di antara KADA dan NAFAS
merupakan satu langkah yang tepat.

“Saya yakin gabungan kepakaran dan
pengetahuan yang dimiliki KADA dan
NAFAS mampu menjadikan impian kita
untuk memastikan keterjaminan makanan
negara dapat dicapai,” katanya.

Jelas beliau, keupayaan
membangunkan kawasan dan modal
insan oleh KADA serta kekuatan logistik
dan rantaian bekalan input pertanian oleh
NAFAS mampu mewujudkan satu
ekosistem pertanian yang lebih mampan,
produktif dan berdaya saing.
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Raih RM13 000 sebulan hasﬂ tanam kelapa

BENTONG: Siapa sangka hanya

dengan menanam kelapa jenis

Sungai Gulang-Gulang (SGG),
seorang usahawan desa mampu
meraih pendapatan mencecah
RM13,000 sebulan tanpa ber-

gantung kepada orang tengah

atau bantuan modal besar.
Bermula secara kecil-kecilan
dengan hanya 500 pokok di Kam-
pung Lebu, di sini, Abu Hassan
Abdullah, 55, kini membuktikan
tanaman kelapa mampu menjadi
sumber kekayaan baharu jika
diusahakan dengan strategi dan

inovasi produk.
‘Beliau yang juga ahli Persa-

tuan Usahawan Kelapa Malay-

sia, kini menjual lebih 7,800 biji

kelapa segar setiap minggu yang
dituai sendiri dan dipasarkan se-
cara terus kepada pelanggan.

“Pada mulanya memang men-
cabar. Modal besar sebab benih
kelapa SGG mahal, pagar kebun
pun kena kukuh sebab gangguan
haiwan liar. Tapi saya sabar tiga
tahun pertama, apabila pokok
mula berbuah, saya tekad jual
sendiri.

“Sekarang saya jual terus ke-
pada pelanggan melalui warung
dan restoran, termasuk di Res-
toran Lepak King yang saya
bantu bangunkan dari segi logis-
tik dan bekalan,” katanya ketika
ditemui Utusan Malaysia di sini
baru-baru ini. :

Selain menjual kelapa segar
pada harga sekitar RM2.,50 se-
biji, Abu Hassan menghasilkan
pelbagai produk nilai tambah se-
perti jeli kelapa, air kelapa botol,
santan segar serta benih kelapa
untuk penanaman baharu.
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