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Cubaanseludup
pokok ceri gagal

RANTAU PANJANG: Batalion 9
Pasukan Gerakan Am (PGA) PGA
menggagalkan cubaan menye-
ludup 10,000 anak pokok ceri
Barbados dan bunga cengkih
selepas menahan sebuah lori di
sini semalam. :

Menerusi Op Taring Wawasan
Kelantan pada pukul 11 pagi itu,
PGA turut menahan pemandu
lori berusia 34 tahun untuk

membantu siasatan berkaitan

rampasan barangan yang diper-
cayai diseludup dari Thailand.
Komander Briged Tenggara,
Datuk Nik Ros Azhan Nik Ab,
Hamid berkata, hasil pemerik-

SEBAHAGIAN anak pokok yang diseludup

saan ke atas lori itu menjumpai
5,000 anak pokok ceri Barbados.

Menurutnya, turut ditemui
5,000 anak pokok bunga ceng-
kih dan kedua-dua jenis anak

- pokok yang disyaki mempunyai

serangga perosak dan penyakit.
“Anggaran rampasan terma-
suk lori dianggarkan berjum-
lah RM400,000 dan kesemua
rampasan diserahkan kepada
Jabatan Pertanian Kelantan.
_“Semua anak-anak pokok itu
dipercayai dihantar ke sebuah
nurseri untuk pasaran tempa-
tan,” katanya ketika dihubungi |

pemberita semalam.

>
.

dari Thailand berjaya

dirampas selepas Pasukan Gerakan Am (PGA) menahan sebuahlori
di Rantau Panjang, Kelantan semalam. - IHSAN PGA
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Rantau Panjang: Pasukan
Gerakan Am (PGA) me-
rampas 10,000 pokok
bunga cengkih dan cherry
barbados membabitkan ni-
lai keseluruhan
RM400,000 di hadapan se-
buah klinik kesihatan
awam di sini, kelmarin.

Rampasan jam 11 pagi itu
dibuat selepas anggota
PGA menahan sebuah lori
dalam keadaan mencuri-
gakan,

METRO

10,000 pokok bunga cengkih,
cherry barbados dirampas

Komander Briged Teng-
gara Datuk Nik Ros Azhan
Nik Ab Hamid berkata, ha-
sil pemeriksaan mendapati
5,000 anak pokok Cherry
Barbados dan 5,000 anak
pokok bunga cengkih di-

~temui di dalam lori itu
disyaki diserang serangga

perosak dan penyakit.

Katanya, pemandu lori

berusia 34 tahun yang di-
percayai mahu menghan-
tar tanaman berkenaan ke
sebuah nurseri ditahan un-
tuk siasatan lanjut.
“Anggaran nilai rampa-
san bernilai RM4o00,000

‘sr..;;g;r 3

o T -

termasuk lori dan barang
kes diserahkan kepada Ja-
batan Pertanian Kelantan
‘untuk tindakan selanjut-
nya,” katanya.
* Menurutnya, kes disiasat
mengikut Seksyen 6 Akta
Kuarantin Tumbuhan 1976
(Akta167).

PGA merampas 10,000 pokok bunga ceugluh cherry barbados membabitkan nilai keseluruhan RM400,000 dl hadapan Klmlk
Kesihatan Gual Tinggi,Rantau Panjang.
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Vet gap strains

food safety

Day for

- heroes:

(From left) DVS
senior director
Dr Aida Muhid,
Badrul Hisham
and Akma
launching World
Veterinary Day
celebration at
Wisma Tani

in Putrajaya.
—AZHAR
MAHFOF/

The Star

At least 4,000 more needed, says expert

By FAZLEENA AZIZ
fazleena@thestar.com.my

PUTRAJAYA: Malaysia requires at least
6,000 veterinarians to meet demand, says
Prof Emeritus Datin Paduka Setia Datuk Dr
Aini Ideris.

The Pro-Chancellor of IMU University
said there is a need for more universities,
including private institutions, to offer vete-
rinary medicine courses.

“There are thousands of students who
are interested, but there are insufficient
placements available for them to study in
the country.

“The gap between the current number of
vets and the required ones is about 4,000.

“For example, Malaysia can produce an
average of about 200 vets in a year from
Universiti Putra Malaysia and Universit
Malaysia Kelantan.

“Imagine how long it will take to fill the
gap.

“It is also an expensive course because
you need a hospital and state-of-the-art
equipment. This is why public universities
cannot expand more than their capacity,”
she said when met here yesterday.

She added there was no shortage of
potential veterinary medicine students as
thousands apply for such programmes
every year. But only a handful make the
cut.

Dr Aini was speaking to reporters after
receiving the Excellent Veterinary Award
for Veterinary Education in conjunction

with the World Veterinary Day celebration
organised by the Department of Veterinary
Services (DVS).

In her opening remarks, DVS director-
general Dr Akma Ngah Hamid said based
on Veterinary Council of Malaysia data,
there are 2,553 active veterinary practi-
tioners in the country.

“The number of veterinarians is insuffi-
cient to cope with the demand for the vari-
ous services related to this field.

“The rapid development in the livestock
industry, the increase of veterinary clinies '
for pets and research, and the growing
number of higher education institutions in
the veterinary field have caused the
demand for these services to surge.
~ “As such, the country still needs more
experts in the veterinary field,” she said.

In his speech, Agriculture and Food
Security Ministry deputy secretary-general
(Development) Datuk Badrul Hisham
Mohd said many people are unaware that
the role of veterinarians goes beyond just
caring for sick animals.

They also have a big responsxblhty to
ensure food supplies are sufficient, clean,
of good quality and safe for human con-
sumption, he added.

“In the food supply chain, the veterinari-
ans are the frontliners in ensuring food
from farm to table is constantly monitored.

“At the DVS level, the team not only
implements disease control, but they also
carry out research and development and

improve the livestock industry,” he said.
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Pesawah rai Aidiladha dengan rasa syukur, hasil tuai produktif

Korban Masa, Tenaga DemiNegara

KUALA SELANGOR - “Bila saya
lihat orang makan nasi, saya rasa
bangga. Usaha saya sampai ke
pinggan mereka”

Itu luahan pesawsh muda,
Mohd. lzuan Zainal Abidin, 38,
dari Tanjong Karang yang tidak
pernah jemu berbakti kepada
tanah sejak lebih sedekad lalu
demi kelangsungan keterjaminan
makanan negara.

Mengusahakan tujuh hektar
sawah di Blok Q, Sawah Sempadan,

lzuan berkata, Aidiladha
baru-baru ini lebih bermakna
apabila dapat menyambutnya

dengan tenang bersama keluarga
selepas  menamatkan  musim
menual yang mencatat hasil
memberangsangkan.
“Alhamdulillah, saya sempat
ziarah  keluarga dan  sertal
ibadah korban di  kampung.
- Musim tuaian kali inilebih
balk, hasi juga meningkat
Syukur atas rezeki yang Allah beri,
dan berkat bantuan daripada

MOHD. IZUAN mula berjinak-jinak terlibat d¢ di

kerajaan serta BERNAS vyang jak di kolah laitu ketika
sentiasa membantu kami i ar yang ju h. - IOBAL ROSLI
katanya. >

Bapa kepada tiga anak itu mula “Daripacda sehidang tanah, kini  meningkatkan  hasil ~ sawah, sepertilzuan. lzuan juga menerima
meraih pengalaman dalam sektor  saya mengusahakan tujuh bidang  meskipun  berdepan  cabaran  sokongan dalam bentuk peralatan,
makanan ruji utama tersebut tapak sawah yang berkeluasan cuacatidak menentudanancaman  racun dan teknologi
selepas mengikuti dan membantu  lebih tujuh hektar ujarmya. perosak. Lebih . Mohd.
arwah  bapanya  melakukan Jelas Mohd. Izuan, beliau perlu “Dulu untung saya sekitar  Izuan juga aktif menyertai bengkel
kerjakerja penanaman padi sejak  bekera keras untuk memastikan RM3,000 sahaja. Sekarang hasil  pembangunan varieti padi tahan
i alam sekolah menengah. hasil tusian sawahnya mampu  boleh capaisehingga RM5,000. cuaca ekstrem bersama MARDI dan

Anak sulung lima beradk
itu merupakan antara peserta
Projek SMART Sawah Berskala
Besar (SMART SBB) IADA Barat
Laut Selangor di bawah seliaan
Padiberas  Nasional  Berhad
(BERNAS), vang jelas memberi
impak positif terhadap produktiviti
sawahnya, dengan keuntungan
bersih lebih 60 peratus berbanding
penanaman padi biasa meskipun
I va

dang
> Gl

caraperar

mencapai antara enam atau tujuh
tan bagi setiap tapak untuk beroleh
keuntungan.

Hasil Lebih Bail,
Untung Berganda

Mohd. lzuan
sokongan teknikal, penyediaan
benin berkualiti, bantuan
subsidi serta penggunaan mesin
dan teknologi dron  melalui
inisiatif BERNAS membantunya

mengakui

Pendapatan ini bantu sara
keluarga dan simpan untuk musim
depan. Saya amat berterima kasih
kepada-BERNAS yang banyak beri
tunjuk ajar dan sokongan,’ jelasnya.

Awal tahun ini, Perdana
Menteri Datuk  Seri  Anwar
Ibrahim mengumumkan bantuan
khas tambahan BERNAS yang
keseluruhannya berjumlah RM90
jutauntuk pesawzahseluruh negara.
la satu langkah yang disambut
baik oleh golongan petani kecil

MOHD. IZUAN menyembur racun selepas
2 | ¢ petak sawah

baru-baru inl.

menjadikan penglibatan tersebut
sebagal sumbangan kecilnya
demi masa depan keterjaminan
makanan negara.

"Kerja pesawah ini bukan
glamor. Tapi bila nasi sampai
ke meja rakyat Malaysia, itulah
kepuasan kami. Saya harap lebih
ramai anak muda berani turun
ke sawah sebab ini soal bekalan
makanan negara,” katanya.

MOHD. IZUAN

BERNAS: Rakan
Strategik Pesawah

Sejak sekian lama, BERNAS
~ berperanan  penting  sebagai
pemegang amanah  kerajaan
dalam  memastikan  ekosistem

industri padi negara kekal stabil -
daripada input pertanian, logistik,
pemasaran hinggalah sokongan
harga minimum belian padi.

Kisah Mohd. Izuan membuktikan
peranan BERNAS bukan sekadar
pemain industri, tetapl rakan
strateglk yang bersama pesawah di
lapangan, termasuk ketika musim
sukar.

“Seperti petani kecil lain, margin
keuntungan sangat tipis. Walaupun
guna dron dan pekerja upahan,

pendapatan  tetap  bergantung
kepada kualiti hasil’ kata Mohd.
Izuan. Matlamat jangka panjananya
adalah menambah keluasan tanah

“Bagi musim tanaman baharu
bermula Julai ini, saya akan
menggunakan benih padi wangi
vang dibekalkan BERNAS di semua
tapak tanamen dan Insya-Aliah,
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1o pluck ¢
birds’ eye
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Turning Selangor farms
into tourist attractions

Fresh produce, scenic surroundings make
agrotourism a top draw in several districts

Story and photos
by GRACE CHEN
gracechen@thestar.com.my

BANANAS are such a common
fruit that it's hard to imagine
anyone would be thrilled to see a
bunch or the plant before they
are harvested.

Yet, when a group of visitars at
Selangor Fruit Valley in Bestari
Jaya, Kuala Selangor passed bya

pointed excitedly at the plants
and shouted, “Look! !
Bananas!”

Among those visiting the popu-
lar agrotourism destination was
Rasimah Sukor from Rawang,
with her grandchildren in tow.

“You can take a boat ride, pet
animals and look at an actual
fruit tree.

“It's the children who stand
to benefit the most, especially
where educational value is con-
cerned,” she said. .

Children raised in the city,
Rasimah said, might think that
food comes from a supermarket.

“By realising that it takes time
and effort to grow something,
they will learn not to waste
food,” she said.

Hairul Reazuan Asmayadi,

Limn (right) entertaining visitors at the Paddy Gallery in Sekinchan.

general manager of a tour com-

any that specialises in trips to
noted visitors being

‘by fruits and vegetables being

ETOWI.
Hairul and his three partners
decided to tap into the potential

~ oflocal farm praducts in the

area, given the significant flow
of weekend traffic from the
Klang Valley ta northern
Selangor.

The draw is the rustic setting
amid lush padi fields where visi-
tors are able to directly engage
with local farmers cottage
industry owners. 3

‘The tour company's target
market is senior citizens.

Hairul ohserved that this mar-
ket segment was also more will-
ing to spend.

‘Another target markel is fami-
lies with young children.

“In the past thre
have been enco!

“There are no fewer than
three husloads of tourists to this

ars, results

pendent travellers who flock to
the area on weekends.

“As we see if, potential for
agwtounsnjn dev;lgg‘mnt i.nual
Sungai Panjang h, espe
ly with Sabalk Bernam being
included in the route map of
‘West Coast Expressway (WCE).”

Hasni said in addition to the
farms, the vast, green rice fields
&tl' Sungai Panjang were part of

e agrotourism experience,

Heﬁu includes stops at cot-
tage industries such as the coco-
nut biscuit workshop run
Norleha Sacderi at Jalan Parit 3

Set amnng padi fields, visitors
are able to try samples while
they take wefies.

- Unfortunately, one of the
biggest dilemmas of agro-based
tours is the mismatch of supply
and demand, says one tour
coordinator.

“We may have visitors, but
it have nothing to
show at the time,” says Hasni

Kassim, a mother of seven who

plays a key role in selecting suit-

able farms for tour packages.

Mohd Noorhardy: Allowing visitors creates additional source of revenue.

“Lang;
tale of how birds’ eye chilli

“However, when farms are
bursting with produce, the holi-
day season may have come to an
end,” said Hasni, who is also a
micropreneur selling crisps
made out of cassava.

Taste of farm life -

‘While produce may be the
highlight of tours, visitors are
also intrigued by the farmers’
stories.

/At Kampung Rancangan Tanah
Belia (RTB) 2 in Banting, Kuala

at district, for example, the
ow-
er Zamri Hassan salvaged his
plot after the 2021 floods washed
‘his plants away, is an inspiring
one.

‘Water which had risen to
waist level washed all 1,500 of
his poly bags away.

Determined to persevere, he
and his wife reset the fertigation
system for some 3,000 chilii
plants by hand.

Even the owner of the Thai
restaurant where visitors usually
end their Sabak Bernam tour
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with a spicy helping of kam
heong crabs, has an interesting
story on how he chi fields.

1t turns out that Mohd Syukri
Daud, who operates in Bagan
Sungai Besar, was formerly a
padi planter from Teluk Intan,
Perak.

He switched to the food busi-
ness about a year ago after suf-
fering losses amounting o
RM10,000 when his rice fields
were destroyed by floodwaters.

The move has proved lucrative
to the former farmer, with the
eatery bringing in a more relia-
ble income. -

Agrotourism rewards

Sekinchan in Sabak Bernam,
also has its fair share of outdoor
attractions, such as the Wishing
Tree at Pantai Redang with its
dh:::;lfestpog‘edph:;;;ches.

other is the Paddy Gallery
;uemngundad by lush, green rice

Allen Lim, managing director
of PLS Marketing; a padi process-
company that owns the
e ery, recalls its humble

“In 2006 1 outfitted a 12m con-
tainer with a small mill to show
people how rice is processed.

“We also included information
on how diseases like leaf cancer
can affect yields,” said the father
of four.

The sixth of 10 siblings, Lim
came from a family of padi
farmers.

He had grown up watching his
mother, Pua Choon, sow seed-
lings by hand on their 4.85ha
plat before the advent of
machinery in the 1970s.

Lim said the idea of starting a
visitor centre came about when
the company was about to start
its new rice mill.

“At first, not many people
agreed with me. They would ask,
What's nice to see in a factory?

“But T wanted people to see
how we processed our rice.

“Not only would this be educa-
tional, it would give them confi-
dence in the quality of our

growing. — Courtesy pic

pmduns he said.

As part of his research Lim
travelled to Taiwan where rice
fields are among the country’s
tourist attractions.

By 2016, the container had
grown into an air-conditioned
gallery. Visitors could also, for a
small fee and from behind a

‘ohserve how rice is processed.
“Since its opening until now,
the gallery ha.sgune through two

“In all, we have spen close to
RM2mil on ﬂxe ﬂevefupmem of
this facility” said

Thereisalsoa padlgarden
next door made up of 16 plots
where visitors can expeﬁence

the rice

Nineteen years on, Lim sa.Id he
e

€ ; Gl aspect [0
business atﬁviﬁape

“There were many times I
conld rely on the revenue from
this sector for addirional
income,” he said.

The same is observed by pine-
apple grower Mohd Noorhardy

10 take photos,

(Abuve) Visitors taking ad\rantage of scemc wrmmdlngs ata pin pple farm in Sungai Merab

W (Left) Some agratouﬂsm spah such as Selangor Fruit Valley allow people to engage with
B and feed animals.

Mohd Noorzain from Sungai
Merab, Kajang in Hulu Langat
district.

Mohd Noorhardy observed
that when a farmer made allow-
ances for visitor arrivals, he was
also creating an additonal
source of revenue.

Having started a cafe on his
farm in 2019, the father of seven
said agrotourism activities now
contributed up to 70% of his
business revenue.

However, he strongly advises
those planning to venture into
agrotourism 10 do their research.

Before opening his cafe, Mohd
Nool rhaniy visited a tea p].am a-
tgon in Cameron F!.lghlnn

‘anang, a dair y
Sabah, am:l a durian
orchard in Penang.

It was important, he said, that
farmers identify their farm’s

strengths,

“One of them could be the sur-
rounding scenery.

“Creating [nstagrammable
spots where visitors can take
selfies would help promote the
place.

Hairul says people who viislt' farms are fascinated by the sight of fruits and vegetables

Norleha (second from right) at her coconut biscuit

workshop at Jalan Parit 3 Timur.

“The surrounding infrastruc-
ture, such as ample parking and
proper access roads, must also

be considered.” he added.
Another important

consider is potential to

the farm from the increase in

foot traffic.

“People, especially young visi-
tors who have never seen fruits
Bro in nature, may inad-
‘vertently lop & fruit off a plant.

“It is advisable to set aside 20%
of the farm’s expenditure for
dama 3

"Si,gE:gE to.advise visitors to
exercise caution are a way to
raise awareness,” Mohd
Noorhardy said.

Grants available

According to the Agriculture
and Food Security Ministry
portal, agrotourism grants to a
maximum of RM200,000 are
available to small and micra-
enterprises with yearly sales
revenues of not more than
RM3mil.

Applicants will need to finance

any balance that exceeds the
government's contribution.

The grants are extended to
Malaysian citizens who cultivate
crops and livestock, or run
fishery and agricultural-hased
hdusphm A

A tions can be ma
mrg:ugll the relevant agencies
such as Fisheries Development
Autharity, Veterinary Services
Department, Malaysian
Pineapple Board and Malaysian

icultural Research and
Development Institute.

The scope of aid for these

mts are for the building of
structure and repair of
entrance roads.

They also apply to sales galler-
ies, toilets and visitor informa-
tion centres as well as upgrades

and building of drainage, piping
systems and signage.
-WATCH THE [EIEy%[E]

VIDEO % F
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