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PUTRAJAYA - Malaysia dan
Thailand akan fterus mem-
perkukuh kerjasama dalam sub-
sekior tanaman, ternakan dan
! perikanan, serta meningkatkan
perdagangan dua hala dalam
__sektor pertanian melibatkan ke-
dua-dua negara.

Menteri Pertanian dan Ke-
terjaminan Makanan, Datuk Seri
Mohamad Sabu berkata, perbin-
" cangan mengenai kerjasama it
dibuat sempena lawatan Kerja
rasmi beliau selama empat hari
ke Thailand sejak 29 Mei lalu.
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NEGARA

KOSMO 7

ay51a Thalland perkukuh
kerjasama sektor pertaman

*furat hadi ke THAIFEK Anuga

Katanya, lawatan behau d;mu
lakan dengan pertemuan dua
hala bersama rakan sejawatnya,
Menteri Pertanian dan Kope-

rasi Thailand, Prof. Dr. Narmnﬂn L
- mikan Pavilion Malaysia yang
menampilkan 137 syarikat dari g
Malaysia dengan menyaksikan
 pemeteraian MoU bemilal RMl':‘

Pinyosinwal. -

“Dalam sesi perbmcangan ini,

kedua-dua pemimpin menyen-

tuh pelbagai perkara penting

termasuk hasrat untuk mennuk-

tamadkan memorandum perse-

fahaman (MoU) yang kini berada
pada peringkat akhir rundmgan
katanya.

Sempena program itu, beliau

Asia, sebuah ekspo perdagangan

‘makanan dan minuman tahunan

hertaraf antarabangsa. .
Selain itu, Mohamad meras-

Jutaiss e
Lawatan kelja dsakhln dengan
kunjungan ke Kubota Farm, se-

bugh pusat inovasi pertanian

canggih yang dibangunkan oleh
syarikat terkemuka Siam Kubota.

MOHAMAD mengadiakan pertemuan rasmidengan . Narumon
Pinyosinwat di Bangkok baru-haru ni,
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Many are unaware of the grants to assist youths in starting up their own business in farming,

livestock farming, fisheries or agro-based industries. — Filepic

‘More youths showing
interest in agriculture’

By YEE XIANG YUN
xiangyun@thestar.com.my

IF YOU are between 18 and 45
years old and want to venture
inte farming, the Agriculture and
Food Security Ministry is offer-
ing a start-up grant worth up to
RM30,000,

Johor Fruit Farmers
Association chairman Alvins Lo
said many people were unaware
of the “Geran Agropreneur
Muda” (GAM) to assist youths in
starting up their own business in
farming, livestock farming, fish-
eries or agro-based industries.

“Interest among youths
towards the agricultural sector
has increased in recent years.

“We have been receiving many
inguiries from youths looking
for entrepreneurship opportuni-
ties and subsidies in the agricul-
fure sector, which is a good
sign,” he said in an interview.

As such, the association organ-
ised an agricultural talk in Yong

T HNERSSE
PEKEBUN BUAH-BUAHANNEGERI 04

Lo (left) presenting a token to Muhamad lzad who
shared about the incentives for young farmers.

Farmers association advises those aged
between 18 and 45 to apply for start-up grants

Peng attended by about40 .
youths.

Lo said the association invited
Batu Pahat Agriculture
Department’s urban farming
unit assistant officer Muhamad
Izad Zolzali who spoke about
incentives and subsidy pro-
grammes available for the par-
ticipants to apply.

“He promoted the GAM initia-
tive, which was met with enthu-
siasm from the attendees as the
grant addresses the needs of
young farmers by providing
them non-cash assistance.

“The speaker gave a detailed
explanation about the eligibility
of the t and common rea-
sons for rejection,” said Lo.

He added that Muhamad Izad
also gave tips and recommenda-
tions for their application such

as financial planning and har-
vest estimates.

Lo said there was an opportu-
nity for GAM recipients to fur-
ther apply for another initiative
called GAM Scale-up, to help
them with upstream activities.

“The scale-up grant, worth up
to RM50,000 per individual,
would be disbursed in the form
of agrotechnology, mechanisa-

tion and automation equipment.

“In the question-and-answer
portion of the event, Muhamad
Izad addressed the participants’
concerns and advised them to
register their business as an
enterprise to ease subsidy appli-
cations as well as enjoy future
benefits,” he added.

Apart from disseminating
information about the incen-
tives, the talk was also a way of

bridging the gap between the
government agency and young
farmers.

Lo said the association would
continue working closely with
the ministry to organise more
talks to promote initiatives such
as the Malaysian Good
Agricultural Practices and
Maximum Residue Limits for
pesticide use.

“It is through good agricultural
practices and management that
we can ensure our farmed prod-
ucts reach consumers in a safe
and edible condition to improve
market standards.

“I also took the opportunity to
encourage the young farmers to
join the association as a platform
to communicate and build
strength to contribute to agricul-
tural development,” he said.
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| Enam ekor

"7 _-?(albabl'

PETALING JAYA: Enam

i ekor bangkai babi hutan

yang ditemukan di Jalan
Tebrau 1 dan Dataran Ukay,
Ampang dekat sini antara
28 April hingga 15 Mei lalu
positif jangkitan demam
babi Afrika atau African
_Swme Fever (ASF).

 Pengarah Jabatan Per-
lmdungan Hidupan Liar

- dan Taman Negara (Per-

i :'fn‘n.

hilitan) Selangor, Wan
Mohd. Adib Wan Mohd.

: Yus_o 'lz;_erkata, pada 20_

Jabatan Veterinar (DVS)
yang mengambﬂ maklum

bahawa sampel yang di-
analisis adalah positif bagi
_Iangkltan penyakit ASE.

' “ASF jalah virus ber-

jangklt yang hanya men-
jejaskan babi hutan dan
babi domestik serta tidak
memangkm manusia atau

~ haiwan lain. Ia tidak mem-

beri risiko kesihatan awam
_melalul 2 katanya

Ujarnya, pemantauan,

pelupusan bangkai dan

5 penyahjangkitan kawasan

mengikut prosedur bi-
osekuriti sedia ada akan
~terus dilakukan.
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Johor sets
higher
aquaculture
output
target

By MOHD FARHAAN SHAH
farhaan@thestar.com.my

JOHOR BARU: Johor is targeting
an increase in aguaculture pro-
duction to 38,000 metric tonnes
within the next two years as part
ofa long—:erm strategy to enhance
food security and grow the state S
agri-food sector.

State agriculture, agro-based
industry and rural development
cqmmn:l:ee chairman Datuk
Zahari Sarip said efforts are
under : ngthen the sec-
‘tor by encouraging participation
froxm gLovernment— nked compa-
nies (GL.Cs) and private entities.

“One of the latest efforts comes
from Kumpulan Prasarana
Rakyat Johor (KPR]J), which is
spearheading a pilot white shrimp
farming project in Gelang Patah,”
he said yesterday.

Describing the move as nmely
and strategic, Zahari said the KPR]
 project aligns with the state’s pri-
|orities to ensure long-term food
| resilience while creating new eco-
nomic opportunities.

"]ohnr's agquaculture ,prod.uc—
in 2024 is 32,000 metric
rmqs, and the state government
targeting an increase to 38,000
| metric tonnes by 2027.” he said,
adding that high-tech, h-yield
farming LS, espe th
are crucial to

S
added that the &Juot pro-
be develope th

stru;:tion

and will i
'of two I'ﬁgh-den_ ty polyethylene

ponds.

These ponds, he said, will lay
the foundation for cmmmer-
cial-scale white shrimp
usi.ng modern aquaculture ‘:::f
nigues to boost yield and re u.c:e
environmental impact.

The ZIA already h ctuses 12 oper-
ational shrimp po d loaped
by the Johor Pannexs’ Organisation
and the Johor Baru Southern Area
Farmers’ Organisation, position-
ing Gelatn.g Patah as one of the
state’s most important hubs for
aq:l-lacultul:'e development.

“With KPR]J's involvement, we

ect this area to grow in signif-
icance. The shrim %““?ro—
ject is also part of roadar
tives under the ohcr-«Smga ore
Special Econo c Zone, which
focuses on cross-border collabo-
ration and integrated economic
development,” Zahari said.

The state government, he
added, is optimistic about agua-
culture’s potential to contribute
meaningfully to Johor’s economy
while Teducin; reliance on
imported seafoo

The pilot project will be closely
monitored Ey the state govern-
ment, with hopes it can be

a.nded. and replicated in other
parts of Johor.

"I‘he ohor government is coim-
supporting innovative

raa::}'u!s in aquaculture, espe-
cﬂly those involving close collab-
oration between government
agencies, GLCs and local farming
communities,” Zahari said.
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Baung elcor merah’-

Oleh ABDUL RASHID ABDUL
RAHMAN

PEKAN - Baung ekor merah iaitu
ikan pemangsa vang berpotensi
memusnahkan ekosistem sungat
menjadi ancaman utama apabila
menjadi ‘penghunt’ sungai utama
di tiga negeri setakat ini.

Ketua Pengarah Jabatan Peri-
kanan Malaysia, Datuk Adnan
Hussain berkata, mengikut lapo-
ran yang diterima, ikan itu men-
dominasi Sungai Pahang, Sungai
Selangor dan Sungai Perak.

“Berdasarkan program yang
dilaksanakan hari ini (semalam),
kita dapati ikan baung ekor me-
rah paling besar ditangkap sebe-
rat 21 kilogram (kg). :

“Keadaan) Ini menunjukkan
ikan ini boleh membesar dalam
ekosistem kita dan menjadianca-
man kepada ikan-ikan asli yang
ada di sungai. Buat masa ini, kita
terima laporan di Pahang. popu-
lasinya agak tinggi khususnya di

Sungai Pahang.

“Kita juga terima laporan
terdapat ikan sama berada di
Sungai Perak dan Sungai Selan-
gor, katanya pada sidang akh-
bar selepas Program Kesedaran
Spesies Tkan Asing dan Pertan-
dingan Moh Tangkap Baung Ekor

Figel 3 u i eE ity & nr
Merah di Pekan Riverfront di sini
semalam.

Menurut beliau, baung ekor
“merah merupakan ikan larangan
import 1990 di bawah Jabatan
Perikanan. Dari segi biolog!. ikan
itu boleh mencapai berat 28kg
berdasarkan rekod sebelum ini.

.gasepembaﬂn

“Ikan ini lasak dan boleh
hidup dalam pelbagai ekosis-
tem. Ia boleh berada di kawasan

‘tawan’ tiga negeri

Jelasnya, kewujudan baung
ekor merah dikesan ftujuh ta-
‘ M. o)

kerjas
mengeluarkan ikan 1tu daripada
ekosistem sungai negara.

Sejak 2022, Jabatan Perikanan
melaksanakan 17 siri memburu
ikan asing dan sehingga kini se-
banyak 4.4 tan ikan asing dibawa
keluar daripada ekosistem su-
ngai negara.

Beliau percaya ikan itu dibawa
masuk dari uegan_ijimn oleh pen-
ternak sebelum terlepas daripa-
da ternakan seterusnya mema-
suki perairan sungai negara.

Tambahnya, = pihaknya juga
percaya ikan itu dibawa masuk
ke kolam-kolam pancing sebelum
terlepas ke sungai.

“Kita tidak membenarkan
ikan ini masuk cuma yang men-
jadi cabaran hari ini adalah ikan
ini sudah ada dan boleh mem-
biak dalam ekosistem kita. Kita
agak bernasib baik kerana ikan
ini masih memputwal nilai, har-
ganya agak baik di pasaran,

~Jadi ada komuniti yang berse-
‘dia menangkap ikan ini dan men-
jual di pasaran bagi menambah
pendapatan,” katanya.
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Pelajar biak benih

ki mengikat batu karang pada ke

rangka besi khas untuk dibawa

- turun ke dasar laut di kedala-

PlﬂanPerhentlandlsim sebagai,

usaha mann]ihm hidupan itu

dnlakukan dengan penyertaa
°30 pelajar Sekolah Menengah

laysia). Z A
“Program ini unmk me-
g:.;uskan legnsih:'lmg yang

uang memelihara dan me-
mulihara batu karang di nega:a
ini daripada ancaman kepupu
san serta kemusnahan aldbat
, bemanasan global.

“Melalui program seperti ini
juga, kita memberi pendedahan
dan pendidikan kepada genera-
simuda meneenaikepentt

pen yang
terﬂapatd:perairannm ka-_

Kaxang di Puiau Ferhenua.n

ang ini pel di
dalam air dan ia tidak boleh
dibawa keluar kerana dikhuatiri

|Manumtnya,hasﬂdmpada
akan itu dapat dilihat
setah

Taman Laut di Pulau
UTUSAN/WAN ZURATIKAH IFFAH WAH Zlﬂ. Fl.l



